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Celebrate
   the joy of

 Christmas!
7977 CR 236, Findlay 419-422-0200

Mon - Thurs 10-5;Friday 10-8, Sat 10-5; Sun Closedwww.AmazingHomeFurnishings.com

Christmas Open House
Fri., Nov. 12th 10-8 & Sat., Nov. 13th 10-5

We will be closed Thurs., Nov. 11th from 10-5 to prepare.
But you can get a sneak peek during our

Special Preview on Thursday from 5-8 pm!
A portion of each sale will be donated to TUNNEL FOR TOWERS, a charity to help catastrophically 

injured veterans & fi rst responders, fallen fi rst responder families and gold star families.

Area runners head to Fortress 
Obetz for state meet

Once again, Fortress 
Obetz will be full of area 
runners when the Division 
II and III state cross country 
meets take place today.

Leading the charge fig-
ures to be Carey’s Sarah 
Reinhart, who will be run-
ning in the Division III girls 
race.

Reinhart finished second 
at last year’s meet, running 
18:24 and trailing only 
Maplewood’s Caleigh Rich-
ards, last year’s champion.

But Reinhart has yet 
to dominate a postsea-
son race this season. At 
the regional last week at 
Owens, Reinhart finished 
eighth in 19:24. The week 
before at district, the Blue 
Devill senior ran a 19:22 in 
a runner-up finish.

Reinhart is the only area 
girl in the D-III race, which 
begins at 9 a.m. At 10 a.m., 
the boys Division III race 
begins, paced by teams 
from Columbus Grove and 
Bluffton.

Columbus Grove, for 

the second-consecutive 
year, won a regional cham-
pionship. Bluffton fin-
ished seventh as a team at 
regional, but had the top 
area runners at the event: 
Landon Armstrong ran a 
16:54 for seventh and Erik 
Nygaard finished in 16:56.9 
for eighth. They can be 
expected to lead the Pirates 
today.

Columbus Grove’s top 
runner last week was Trent 
Koch, who registered a 
17:04.9 last week to place 
11th. The junior was part 
of the Bulldogs last year, 
who finished in sixth place 
overall. Koch finished 41st 
at state a year ago. Colum-
bus Grove’s top finisher 
last year was Caleb Stech-
schulte, who finished 37th. 
Stechshulte, now a senior, 
will run for CG today; he 
placed 44th at regional last 
week.

The only other area boys 
team competing in Division 
III is New Riegel.

Van Buren junior Hudson 
Sendelbach also will be com-
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CAREY’S SARAH REINHART is shown from last year’s 
regional meet at Hedges-Boyer Park in Tiffin. Reinhart 
will be running in the Division III girls race today at the 
state cross country meet.

UF women’s basketball 
makes easy work of 

HU in exhibition 
The University of Find-

lay women’s basketball team 
hosted its lone exhibition 
game of the preseason on 
Friday against Heidelberg and 
made easy work of the Student 
Princes, winning 76-40. 

UF never trailed and 
was tied just once, 2-2, just 
one minute into the contest. 
UF then went on a 17-0 run 
over the next five-and-a-half 
minutes of play a 23-4 lead 
through the first quarter. Five 
different Oilers scored during 
that 17-point run.  

On the night, the Oilers 
connected on 32-of-62 (.516) 
from the floor including 4-of-
11 (.364) from deep.  

UF’s Sydney Kin had 19 
points on 8-of-14 shooting 
including a perfect 2-for-2 
from three-point range. She 
also grabbed five rebounds 
and dished out three assists.  

Bridget Landin scored 15 
points, had nine boards, and 
dished out a half-dozen assists.  

UF women swimmers 
sweep, men split

CLEVELAND – The 
University of Findlay men’s 
and women’s swimming and 
diving teams were in Cleve-
land on Friday for a tri-meet 
with Cleveland State and 
Oberlin College, where the 
Findlay women went 2-0, 
defeating CSU 138-100 and 
Oberlin 188-50.

The Oiler men split their 
day, defeating Oberlin 159-
42, but falling to the Vikings 

136-95.
Findlay took first and 

second in the 200-yard medley 
relay. The Oilers team of 
Sasha Melnyk, Kristina Cole-
man, Sydney Jones, and Macy 
May took the top spot with a 
time of 1:45.46. May’s final 
50 yards of her 23.79 seconds 
were the fastest of all competi-
tors in the race.

May also won the 50-yard 
free with a 24.57 and later won 
the 100 free with a 53.13.

Coleman (1:06.66) took 
first place in the 100-yard 
breaststroke.

On the men’s side, the 
Oilers kicked off the afternoon 
with a win in the 200-medley 
relay. Tim Stollings, Daniel 
Garcia, Camilo Marrugo Mon-
tano, and Dags Bregis won the 
event with a 1:29.07. It was the 
second-fastest time in G-MAC 
history in the event.

Marrugo Montano later 
won the 50 free with a 20.88 
and the 100 free with a 45.94.

Garcia won the 400 IM 
with a 3:57.67, the fourth-best 
time in conference history. 
Garcia won in the 100 breast-
stroke as well, swimming a 
55.33, the third-fastest time in 
the history of the conference.

Stollings was the runner-
up in the 100-yard butterfly, 
finishing second to Cleveland 
State, but earning first against 
Oberlin. He had a time of 
49.58.

Taking a look at the first 
week of the expanded 

football playoffs

It’s not easy to admit 
when you’re wrong.

Which is good, because 
I’m not planning on it. Not 
yet, anyway.

If you 
cover high 
s c h o o l 
p o s t -
s e a s o n 
f o o t b a l l 
for  a ny 
extended 
p e r i o d 
of t ime, 
you are 
bound to 
see some 
great games.

It’s what writers – and I 
suspect many fans – live for.

But for every great post-
season game I’ve seen in my 
career (which, I’m kind of 
ashamed to admit, has now 
reached about two decades), 
I’ve seen at least five thrash-
ings.

That’s not altogether 
a bad thing. No matter if 
you’re a fan, a coach, or a 
sports writer, spending time 
at a football game is better 
than most things you could 
be doing with your time.

But seeing so many blow-
outs over the years tends to 
make me immune to certain 
arguments. Like, when the 
OHSAA expanded the post-
season this season, from 
eight teams per region to 16.

It struck me as finan-
cially driven, which, hon-
estly, didn’t offend me. The 
OHSAA was doubtless hurt 
by the effects of the pan-
demic, and creating revenue 
to make up for that is just 
good sense.

But I was bothered by the 
argument that more players 
getting to have a “playoff 
experience” was a good 
thing.

To me, being a No. 16 
seed and losing to a No. 1 
seed by seven touchdowns 
didn’t really qualify as much 
of an experience.

And that’s what, frankly, I 
expected to happen when the 
OHSAA’s (expanded) post-
season kicked off last week.

But the results didn’t 
match my expectations.

In the top four divisions 
alone, 16 teams that wouldn’t 
have qualified for the post-
season in 2019 (when the old 
system was last in place) won 
their first games.

The biggest stunner at 
all came in Division IV, 
where Edison, a No. 16 seed, 
knocked off the top-seeded 
Bellevue Redmen, 17-14.

That was unexpected, to 
be sure.

Locally, there were no 
real upsets, at least in Week 
11. All the higher seeds 
advanced.

But area teams were 
impacted by upsets. Findlay, 
a No. 6 seed, was able to be 
at home for the second-con-
secutive week because No. 14 
Dublin Coffman knocked off 
No. 3 Huber Heights Wayne.

Certainly, some low seeds 
proved themselves in the 
first week of the postseason.

And of course, even the 
ones who didn’t win probably 
got some positives.  They got 
an extra week of practice, an 
extra week of preparation, an 
extra week to be a teammate.

That’s good, even if some 
of the final scores were lop-
sided. For instance, in Divi-
sion I, 1-seeds outscored 
16 -seeds 188-21 in four 
games.

I’m still not sure the foot-
ball postseason needs 16 
playoff teams per region.

But in the end, the players 
proved you never know how 
games will play out.

That’s how it should be.
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Coffman has no answer for Trojans

Dublin Coffman beat 
Huber Heights Wayne last 
week with a 47-yard Hail 
Mary pass of the final play of 
the game.

Against Findlay’s defense 
on Friday, the Shamrocks 
didn’t have a prayer.

Findlay allowed just 230 
yards total offense, stopped 
Dublin Coffman on five of its 
six fourth-down plays, and 
shut the Shamrocks out for 
all but the final five minutes 
of the game and in posting 
a 38-8 victory in a Division 
I, Region 2 playoff game at 
Donnell Stadium.

“I told our guys we’re not 
losing in the second round. We 
worked too hard for this,” said 
senior linebacker Sam Weihr-
auch, one of 18 FHS seniors 
suiting up for their final game 
at Donnell Stadium.

“We wanted to come out 
and show people we have a 
special team here. We were 
taking this one no matter 
what.”

Unofficially, Weihrauch 
went into Friday’s game need-
ing nine tackles to break the 
Findlay High single-season 
record. He got 10, and a lot of 
help from a group that in the 
first half held Coffman three 
times on fourth-down plays. 
The Trojans also forced a punt 
and a turnover — an intercep-
tion by senior defensive Ter-
rion Ross.

Feeding off the defense, 
Findlay’s offense was unstop-
pable in the first half.

Findlay covered 53 yards 
in 10 plays and Trace Robin-
son capped the Trojans’ first 
possession of the game with 
a 37-yard field goal.

When quarterback sacks 
by Connor Harp and Luke 
Montgomery and Weihrauch’s 
pass break-up snuffed Coff-
man’s opening drive, senior 
running back Isaac James 
raced 88 yards on Findlay’s 
first snap following the punt.

Ryan Montgomery fired 
10- and 29-yard touchdown 
passes to Ben Ireland to put 

Findlay ahead 24-0 at the half, 
and James would add 2- and 
30-yard TD runs to make it 
38-0 and trigger a running 
clock four minutes into the 
fourth quarter.

“It was great coaching 
by my staff, great execution 
by the kids ... I’m extremely 
proud of all of them,” said FHS 
coach Stefan Adams.

“Sometimes it just comes 
down to executing and want-
ing it more that they do, and 
I feel our guys showed that 
tonight. They absolutely domi-
nated.”

Friday’s win was the sev-
enth straight for Findlay and 
sends the Trojans, 9-3 and the 
No. 6-seed in Region 2, to Fri-
day’s semifinal game against 
No. 2-seeded and No. 5-state 
ranked Springfield (11-1), 
which blanked Dublin Jerome 
34-0 in another Region 2 quar-
terfinal matchup on Friday. 
The regional semifinals will 
be played at neutral sites to 
be announced by the OHSAA 
on Sunday.

Friday’s win over Dublin 
Coffman was bullet-point 
worthy on other levels as well 
because:

— (1) It marked only the 
second time in FHS football 
history the Trojans won a 
second-round playoff game. 
That last time was in 2002 
when Findlay went 12-2 and 

reached the Division I state 
semifinals.

— (2) It completed an 
unbeaten home record for the 
Trojans, who were 2-3 in road 
games this season but a per-
fect 7-0 at Donnell Stadium. 
“Great support, great atmo-
sphere, it all came together,” 
Adams said.

— (3) And it may have 
salved some old wounds. 
Findlay and Dublin Coff-
man squared off 11 times in 
regular-season play from 1996 
through the 2006 season, with 
the Shamrocks dominating 
the series 10-1.

Friday, Findlay never 
allowed any lingering spark 
from Coffman’s stunning win 
over Wayne to smolder into 
anything combustible.

“Give credit to those guys. 
They were awesome tonight,” 
said Coffman coach Geron 
Stokes.

“When it gets cold like 
this and it’s November foot-
ball, your best players have to 
be your best players, but we 
didn’t play well tonight. When 
you come here and you don’t 
execute and you get drilled 
like this, it’s a good lesson for 
us.”

Despite having half the 
time of possession as Dublin 
Coffman (32 minutes to 16), 
Findlay’s offense generated 
almost twice as much total 

yardage (412-217).
James had 189 yards on 13 

carries and became the first 
FHS running back in several 
years to surpass 1,000 yards 
in a season.

“(Dublin Coffman) beat 
a good team to get here, so 
even with their record (4-7) 
we couldn’t overlook them,” 
James said.

“We had to go out and get 
after it like it was any other 
big school.”

Montgomery completed 
an efficient 14 of 18 passes 
for 186 yards and two TDs. 
Ireland caught six passes for 
76 yards, including his 11th 
and 12th TD receptions of the 
season. Max Roth also caught 
six passes for 76 yards. In addi-
tion to Weihrauch’s 10 tackles, 
Kam Stagnoli had seven stops, 
Ross and Brayden Layne six 
each, and Luke Montgomery 
five.

Mason Maggs and Trey 
Hedderly, who hooked up on 
Dublin Coffman’s Hail Mary 
victory over Wayne, hooked 
up for the Shamrocks lone 
TD against Findlay, a 19-yard 
connection with 4:30 left in 
the game. Maggs was 13-of-
28 passing for 100 yards and 
added 67 yards on the ground. 
Hedderly snared six passes for 
59 yards.

FHS wins 2nd-
round playoff 
game for just 2nd 
time in history
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FINDLAY’S ISAAC JAMES (33) puts a stiff arm on Cublin Coffman’s Trey Hedderly 
(11) during a run from scrimmage Friday night at Donnell Stadium.

See TROJANS, B2

See RUNNERS, B2


