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Celebrate
   the joy of

 Christmas!
7977 CR 236, Findlay 419-422-0200

Mon - Thurs 10-5;Friday 10-8, Sat 10-5; Sun Closedwww.AmazingHomeFurnishings.com

Christmas Open House
Fri., Nov. 12th 10-8 & Sat., Nov. 13th 10-5
Gifts - Home Decor - Holiday Decor - Ohio State Items - 

Rocking Chairs - Jewelry, Scarfs, Purses & More!
Gifts for Everyone on your List!

A portion of each sale will be donated to TUNNEL FOR TOWERS, a charity to help catastrophically 
injured veterans & fi rst responders, fallen fi rst responder families and gold star families.

Hurts so good: L-B sweeps 
its way into state final

FAIRBORN — Liberty-
Benton’s hitters can be so 
dominant, it can almost be 
painful to watch.

At least it was for L-B 
coach Julie Todd Friday in 
the Division III state semifi-
nal against Cincinnati Hills 
Christian Academy.

The match itself went 
almost exactly how Todd 
wanted: Liberty-Benton 
overwhelmed CHCA 25-20, 
25-17, 25-21 to reach today’s 
final.

But for Todd, the match 
still hurt.

The L-B coach told the 
media after the match she 
has been dealing with back 
pain the last two weeks. 

“It finally got better,” 
Todd said.

Or at least, her back 
had gotten better until the 
second set, when Liberty-
Benton star Izzy Granger 
sent a kill crashing to the 
Nutter Center floor.

“It was the hardest, best 
hit I’ve seen all year,” Todd 
said. “And I just jumped up 
and down and went nuts.

And then?
“I hurt (my back) again,” 

she said. “It was worth it, 
though.”

Liberty-Benton’s players 
and fans certainly agree.

Granger had 10 kills and 
13 digs Friday, while Karis 
Willow erupted for 16 kills 
and 16 digs. Avery Zuercher 
added eight kills.

Make no mistake, Todd 
said her attackers have 
caused damage, sometimes 
to their own teammates. 
Injuries, broken glasses, and 
more have occurred during 
practice.

“You’ve got to be careful 

when you’re on the other side 
of the net, for sure,” Todd 
said.

“Not many people scare 
me,” Granger said. “But 

Karis does.”
Willow and Granger were 

dominant at times Friday, but 
L-B didn’t really take control 
until later in sets. 

In Game 1, L-B led CHCA 
just 16-15 before finishing 
the match with a 9-5 spurt. 

By ZACH BAKER
ZACHBAKER@THECOURIER.COM
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LIBERTY-BENTON’S IZZY GRANGER (13) sends a shot over the net around the block 
of Cincinnati Hills Christian Acadamy’s Carmen Soloria (18) during their state semi-final 
match Saturday afternoon at Wright State.

Whitaker scores 2nd half 
goal, Waynesville beats 
O-G 1-0 for state crown

COLUMBUS – Ottawa-
Glandorf allowed just three 
goals in six games during its 
run to the D-III girls soccer 
state championship game at 
Lower.com Field in Columbus.

And unfortunately for the 
Titans, that was one too many.

In the 52nd-minute, 
Waynesville’s Allie Freese had 
a corner kick and after she sent 
it in, it bounced around in the 
goal box.

Then it found Emma 
Whitaker, who fired it into the 
back of the net to make it 1-0 
Spartans and that proved to 
be enough in the Spartans’ 1-0 
win during Friday’s D-III state 
championship.

“I saw a wide-open shot 
and I took it, but it’s over-
whelming,” Whitaker said of 
her goal.

“Like, it’s the state champi-
onship, it’s a one-time thing. I 
took it and I made it.”

“We all knew that 18 
(Whitaker’s jersey number) 

had a big leg, she was one of the 
people that we had to watch 
out for,” O-G senior defensive 
back Ella Okuley said.

“I think our problem was 
— and we suffered through it 
a little bit this year — we lost 
our marks, we let our marks 
go wherever they wanted to. 
The ball bounced out and no 
one was marked on her, so she 
easily could’ve scored.”

For the Spartans (17-6-0), 
it was the first championship 
in program history.

“The idea heading into this 
season was that we wanted to 
progress, not perfection and 
these girls worked hard every 
single game to get better, and 
better, and better,” Waynesville 
head coach Emily Bricker said.

“Tonight, was another 
example of that — we worked 
every minute to get better, 
better, and better. And play 
wide, play fast, and find the 
back of the net. We did a great 
job of showing real grit out 
there and battling on the field, 

By DYLAN FRAZIER
DYLANFRAZIER@THECOURIER.COM

Gerken limited, but 
still plays important 

role for Eagles

FAIRBORN — Lauren 
Gerken has been a big part of 
Liberty-Benton’s success this 
year.

But, a foot injury has kept 
the sensational sophomore to 
limited action since the Eagles 
topped Coldwater two weeks 
ago for the district title.

“It has brought the team 
maybe dynamic down,” L-B 
coach Julie Todd said. “We 
all want her out there on the 
court, but at the same time, 
we want what is best for her 
and her health.”

Gerken was able to get on 
the court for Liberty-Benton’s 
Division III state semifinal 
win over Cincinnati Hills 
Christian Academy on Friday, 
but never for many points in 
a row.

“Lauren got that news 
that she wasn’t going to be 
able to play in regionals, but 
she stepped into a new role,” 
senior Kelsey Conkright said. 
“She is definitely been encour-
aging and so energetic on the 
bench.”

Gerken didn’t start and 
only played one point in Set 2.

“I know when I come off 
the floor, I am always going to 
get a compliment from Lauren 
or I am always going to get a 
tip from Lauren knowing that 
she is watching the game,” 
Conkright said. “She is as 
much into the game from the 
sideline as she is when she is 
on the floor.”

Gerken played a handful 

of points in the third set. Her 
teammates continue to rally 
around her as the season 
moves on.

“She is such a great team-
mate, whether she is on the 
court or off the court, or in 
school,” junior Karis Willow 
said. “She is always encourag-
ing...”

“She makes people laugh,” 
senior Izzy Granger added.

Fellow classmate Sophia 
Barbara has stepped into 
the starting role for Gerken. 
Barbara had not seen as much 
time on the court as Gerken, 
but has filled nicely and Lib-
erty-Benton has barely missed 
a beat.

“It definitely changes the 
team dynamic,” Todd said. 
“Sophia has done a great job 
stepping in and she is a great 
blocker. I feel like defensively 
we are OK. The emotion that 
Lauren brings to the court 
- she has had so many great 
kills and swings this season. 
We don’t want her to do too 
much and hurt her foot too 
much, but we know she is 
ready to play.”

Gerken is in the top-five on 
the team in kills (151), blocks 
(33), and serving aces (25). 
The hope is that she will get 
the chance to play Saturday 
when Liberty-Benton (29-0) 
rematches No. 1 Indepen-
dence (28-0) for the state 
championship.

“She is feeling good and I 
thought it was good today to 
get her in a little,” Todd said. 
“Hopefully tomorrow she will 
be able to play some more.”

By JOSH MORGRET
JMORGRET 

@ADVERTISER-TRIBUNE.COM
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LIBERTY-BENTON TEAMMATES Sydney Elsesser 
(14) and Avery Zuercher (2) block the shot of 
Cincinnati Hills Christian Acadamy’s Allie Barrick (8) 
Saturday afternoon at Wright State University.

Springfield’s defense shines against FHS

BELLEFONTAINE — Springfield’s 
defense lived up to its pre-game billing.

But for much of Friday’s Region 2 semi-
final with Findlay, it looked like Wildcats 
might have to share the marquee with the 
Trojans.

Defense dominated on a chilly, rainy, 
snowy night at Bellefontaine’s AcuSport Sta-
dium. In the end Springfield took advantage 
of two special-teams mistakes by Findlay 
and beat the Trojans 13-0.

”Our defense is really good. Our team is 
really good,” said Findlay High coach Stefan 
Adams.

“But we made a couple of mistakes and 
that was too much to overcome when you 
get to this point and time of the year.”

Findlay stuffed Springfield’s first posses-
sion of the game. But the Wildcats caught 
a break when Ben Ireland, coming in to 
field James Stevens’ line-drive punt, had 
the ball slip of his fingers. A wild scramble 
ensured, and by the time Springfield’s Jaiv-
ian Norman came up with the loose ball, 
the Wildcats had it first-and-goal from the 
Findlay 8.

An offsides penalty on Findlay and two 
sweeps — one to the left, one to the right — 
by Springfield quarterback Te’Sean Smoot 
and the Wildcats led 6-0.

Springfield would start five more offen-
sive drives at midfield or in Findlay territory. 
Three of those drives got inside the 20-yard 
line and another inside the 30. Thanks to 
Findlay’s defense, the Wildcats were turned 
a way every time.

Springfield’s defense, which has shut out 
six of its last nine opponents and allowed 
just 76 points in 13 games, wasn’t giving 
anything away either. It also gave the Wild-
cats the cushion it needed late in the third 
quarter when Tawfiq Jabbar broke through 
the line and blocked Max Roth’s punt. The 
ball bounced straight up into Jabbar’s hands 
and the junior linebacker took it 5 yards into 
the end zone. Cole Yost, who missed a PAT 
kick and a 30-yard field goal attempt earlier, 
then nailed the conversion that put Spring-
field up 13-0.

“The blocked punt, that was a big 
change there,” Adams said.

“Obviously, at the beginning of the game 
we got a stop on defense, but dropped the 
punt. All things considered, take those two 
things away and its a 0-0 game.”

Findlay had a chance when Tucker 
Oliver recovered a fumble at the Spring-
field 38, but the Trojans gained 2 yards in 
three plays

The Trojans also had two fourth quarter 
drives generate some yard, but both came 
away empty.

A 23-yard run by Isaac James and a 
23-yard pass from Ryan Montgomery to 
Max Roth fueled the first drive. On third-
and-10 from the 31, Montgomery threw 
over the middle for Reece Little, a fresh-
man whose first varsity catch was a juggling 
reception he took to the 1-yard line. James 
was stopped for no gain, though, Roth, after 
setting up in the Wildcat formation, was 

run down and dropped for a 6-yard loss by 
Springfield’s quick defensive front and two 
passes went incomplete.

Another late drive ended with an inter-
ception in the end zone.

Findlay held Springfield to its lowest 
total of the season (13 points). But Spring-
field’s defense blanked a Findlay team that 
not been shut out since a 35-0 loss to Toledo 
Central Catholic in the ninth game of the 
2017 season.

Springfield moves on to Friday’s Region 
2 final where the No. 2-seeded Wildcats 
will face No. 1-seeded Marysville, a 49-14 
over Toledo Whitmer in the other Region 
2 semifinal.

Findlay had a seven-game win streak 
halted and ends the 2021 season at 9-4.

“We don’t hold onto moral victories. We 
lost tonight and that’s going to be tough to 

By DAVE HANNEMAN
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FINDLAY’S LUKE MONTGOMERY (55) tries to get to a fumbled ball over 
Springfield’s Te’Sean Smoot (8) Friday night at Bellefontaine.

See FINAL, B2

See O-G, B2 See FHS, B2


