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Findlay Legion 
baseball team 
splits 4 games

OTTAWA — The Findlay 
Legion baseball team ran its 
season opening record to 
3-0 with a pair of two-run 
wins over Utica on Satur-
day, but Ottawa used three 
big innings to beat the Post 
3 squad 10-7 and 13-6 on 
Sunday in a doubleheader at 
Ottawa’s Memorial Park. 

Legion shortstop Caden 
Lance had a big weekend for 
Findlay. The 2020 Van Buren 
graduate went 11-for-15 in 
the four games with eight 
singles, three doubles, six 
RBI and three runs scored. 

Lance had a single and 
three doubles and drove in 
two runs in Sunday’s opener. 
Seth Sleasman added a two-
run double for Findlay. 
Jordan Davis homered and 
Jacob Balbaugh (2-2B) and 
Alex Macke (2-1B) both had 
two hits for Ottawa, which 
capitalized on four walks, an 
error and Balbaugh’s double 
to score six times in the 
bottom of the third inning. 

Ottawa then jumped 
ahead 6-3 after three innings 
of the second game, tacked 
on five runs in the bottom of 
the fourth and never looked 
back. Ezra Deitering drove 
in three runs with three base 

hits for Ottawa (4-1). Lance 
had three singles and Carter 
Frederick two for Findlay 
(3-2). 

Andrew Stechschulte 
pitched a three-hitter as 
Findlay edged Utica 3-1 in 
Saturday’s opener. Lance 
(2-1B, 2 RBI), Sleasman 
(2-1B), Ashton Bour (1B, 
2B, 3 RBI), Kaleb Wilkinson 
(2-1B, 2 RBI), Alec Dunbar 
(2-1B, 2 RBI) and Gunner 
Kepling (2-1B, RBI) all had 
two hits and Findlay, after 
racing to an 8-0 lead in the 
first three innings, held on 
for an 11-9 win in the second 
game. 

Findlay will host Pem-
berville at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, and will return 
to Ottawa Memorial Park 
this weekend to take part in 
the Tawa Run Classic Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
FIRST GAME 

Utica                 000         010         0—1   3    0 
Findlay             020         010         x—3     7    1 

WP — Stechschulte (1-0). LP — Berry. 
TOP HITTERS: (Fin) Lance 2-1B, RBI; Bour 
2-1B. 

SECOND GAME 
Utica                 000         207         0—9   10    2 
Findlay             143         102         x—11   14   1 

WP — Vellajo (1-0). LP — Gant. TOP 
HITTERS: (Uti) Miller 2-1B, 2B; Ghiloni 3-1B, 
RBI; Bennett 2-1B, RBI. (Fin) Lance 2-1B, 
2 RBI; Bour 1B, 2B, 3 RBI; Sleasman 2-1B; 

A R E A  R O U N D U P

Sometime before Izzy 
Granger threw the discus 
Friday at the Division II state 
track meet in Pickerington 
North High, her father, A.J., 
went to check on her. 

He reminded her this was 
it: competition day.

Izzy, a junior, didn’t 
flinch.

“She was like, ‘Don’t 
worry about it,’” A.J. said. 
“There must be something 
in the genetics.”

That’s because 25 years 
ago, A.J was in the same 
position as his daughter: 
Competing in the discus at 
the state meet. 

He said his attitude then 
was identical to the one Izzy 
displayed Friday.

“Jack Quisno, he was my 
head coach at that point,” 
A.J. said. “And he used to get 
so nervous, and he still does. 
But you know, I’d look at him 
and say, ‘Don’t worry about 
it. It’ll be fine. I got this.”

But if a cool attitude is 
part of the Grangers’ genetic 
makeup, something else 
might be, too.

Winning.

L I B E R T Y- B E N TO N

A family tradition
Izzy Granger wins a state discus title — just like dad

By ZACH BAKER
ZACHBAKER@THECOURIER.COM

 BRENDA FRANKART / for The Courier
LIBERTY-BENTON athlete Izzy Granger stands with her father, A.J., after she won 
the Division II discus at the state meet Friday at Pickerington North High School.

Fowler faces uphill US Open qualifier
COLUMBUS — Already facing a 

long day, Rickie Fowler found the road 
even tougher Monday in 36-hole quali-
fying as he tried to avoid missing the 
U.S. Open for the first time in 11 years.

Fowler was among 685 players 
seeking 54 spots in nine qualifiers 
across eight states to fill the field for 
the U.S. Open, which starts June 17 at 
Torrey Pines in San Diego.

He played his opening round at 
Brookside in 1-over 73, which was 
halted for three hours because of heavy 
rain and thunder, meaning he likely 
would need at least a 65 at The Lakes 
to have any chance.

Fowler wasn’t going down without a 
fight. He was 4 under for his round — 
3 under for the qualifier — through 13 
holes when it was too dark to continue 
because of the rain delay.

As if the longest day wasn’t long 
enough, Fowler and several others had 
to return Tuesday morning. Fowler 
probably needed at least three bird-
ies over his last five holes to keep his 
hopes alive for returning to the U.S. 
Open.

Fowler is coming off a tie for eighth 
in the PGA Championship and a tie 

for 11th at the Memorial, his best two 
results of the year. He already has 
missed the Masters from falling well 
outside the top 50 in the world.

Chez Reavie was assured of getting 
through after rounds of 65-67.

Three-time major champion Pad-
raig Harrington was on the bubble, 
needing at least two birdies over his 
last five holes. Former Masters cham-
pion Charl Schwartzel made a big 
surge, 6 under through 14 holes on his 
round at the tougher Brookside course 
and in reasonable shape to get one of 
the 16 spots in Columbus.

Former PGA champions Keegan 
Bradley and Jason Dufner each shot 
72 at Brookside and finished at 5-under 
131. That was tied for 16th, though 
likely to leave them out.

The delay caused other problems. 
The first round didn’t end until close to 
rush hour, and the courses are 13 miles 
apart. Fowler had to deal with traffic, 
leaving him time to park, grab a hot 
dog, hit a few putts and head back out.

Henry Lee of Canada was the last 
player to tee off. He had a half-eaten 
hamburger resting on his golf clubs as 
he teed off at 5:45 p.m.

Ohio had another qualifier an hour 
away in Springfield, which had no such 

weather delays. Carson Schaake fin-
ished at 9-under par to lead the seven 
players who advanced to Torrey Pines. 
Schaake also was medalist at his local 
qualifying and will be making his Open 
debut.

Branden Grace went from a fourth-
place finish at the Memorial to an early 
start in Jupiter, Florida, and he parred 
the final hole at The Bear’s Club to 
earn one of six spots available. Grace 
chose to play in Florida because it’s his 
home course.

Patrick Rodgers led all qualifiers 
in Florida. Also getting through was 
Luis Gagne, who shared low amateur 
honors in the 2018 U.S. Open at Shin-
necock Hills.

Rick Lamb made an 8-foot birdie 
putt on the fourth extra hole — 40 
holes for the day — to claim the fifth 
and final spot in Atlanta.

In the New York qualifier, Cameron 
Young led four players who earned 
spots. Young recently won back-to-
back weeks on the Korn Ferry Tour. 
Another qualifier was Andy Pope, who 
now has qualified for the U.S. Open for 
the fifth time in his last six tries. Pope 
didn’t get a chance last year when the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the USGA 
to do without qualifying.

P R O  G O L F

By DOUG FERGUSON
AP GOLF WRITER

DARRON CUMMINGS / Associated Press
RICKIE FOWLER watches his putt on the first hole 
during the final round of the Memorial golf tournament in 
Dublin, Ohio, on Sunday. 

Djokovic, Nadal reach French Open QFs
PARIS — For two sets and more than two 

hours at the French Open on Monday, Novak 
Djokovic found himself being outplayed by a 
19-year-old opponent from Italy making his 
Grand Slam debut.

And yet, to hear Djokovic tell it afterward, 
he had the kid right where he wanted him. 
Which turned out to be true.

Rafael Nadal also faced an Italian who’s 
just 19 in the fourth round — and also needed 
a bit of time to get going. Nadal’s trouble 
lasted all of eight games and less than 45 
minutes Monday before he seized control, 
ran his Roland Garros streak to 35 consecu-
tive sets and joined Djokovic in reaching a 
record 15th quarterfinal at the clay-court 
major tournament.

After dropping a pair of tiebreakers, 
Djokovic suddenly went from a big deficit 
to his best tennis. He grabbed 13 games in a 
row before Lorenzo Musetti stopped playing 
because of lower back pain and cramps while 
trailing 6-7 (7), 6-7 (2), 6-1, 6-0, 4-0.

“I like to play young guys in best-of-five, 
because I feel even if they are leading a set 
or two sets to love, as it was the case today, 
I still like my chances,” said the top-seeded 
Djokovic, who is 34, “because I feel like I’m 
physically fit and I know how to wear my 
opponent down.”

Nadal, who turned 35 last week, trailed 
5-3 early on against the 18th-seeded Jannik 
Sinner, who served for the first set at 5-4.

But 13-time French Open champion Nadal 
took eight games in a row and, after a blip 
in the second set, resumed his excellent play 
and closed his 7-5, 6-3, 6-0 win on another 
eight-game run.

“He played better. That’s all there is to 
say,” Sinner summarized.

About the only thing that bothered Nadal 
down the stretch: He complained to the chair 
umpire that the stadium’s artificial lights 
shouldn’t have been switched on while there 
was still sunlight.

“They say it is because of the TV,” Nadal 
said. “But my answer is: We used to have TV 
before we had the lights on here in Roland 
Garros. I saw plenty of matches here — and 
from the TV, the quality of the image was 
great without the lights.”

Sinner and Musetti had planned to prac-
tice together at Court Philippe Chatrier on 
Monday morning before their matches there. 
But Sinner said his coach — Riccardo Piatti, 
who mentored Djokovic years ago — messed 
up the timing.

Musetti, a talented Italian so good at the 
outset with his one-handed backhand and tre-
mendous touch, is hardly used to this best-of-

P R O  T E N N I S

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN
AP SPORTS WRITER

MICHEL EULER / Associated Press
SERBIA’S NOVAK DJOKOVIC plays a return to Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti during their 
fourth round match on day 9 of the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros in 
Paris, France, on Monday. 
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