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A full prep season finished 
in unprecedented times

B ack in December, when 
COVID-19 cases were reach-
ing their highest point, I got 
a package from my aunt.

Like me, my Aunt Sue is a writer. 
We also have similar senses of humor.

Inside the box 
was a black T-shirt, 
with four words 
printed plainly in 
white letters:

“I miss prec-
edented times.”

It was a humor-
ous rebuke of the 
oft-repeated phrase 
“in these unprec-
edented times...”

It was also a per-
fect Christmas gift.

By December, the pandemic had 
reached nine months. 

I missed precedented times. I 
missed a year like any other.

This weekend, the Ohio High 
School Athletic Conference will com-
plete its state tournament. 

It will have completed all of its 
sports seasons, something that – back 
in August – I’d have never dreamed 
possible.

Nine months ago, high school golf 
was starting. Soon after, practices for 
contact sports (soccer, football) and 
an indoor sport (volleyball) got going.

All the while, the pandemic raged 
on. For coaches and players across the 
state, there was uncertainty.

But, as we know, sports happened.
I really hope this is the last story 

or column I write about COVID-19. 
The last 15 months have been tragic, 
as the country endured deaths, pain, 
and lockdowns that stifled schools, 
businesses and recreation.

In the grand scheme, what we do 
as high school sports writers can seem 
so trivial.

And yet, I think the story of this 
sports season has been one of resil-
iency. And that’s likely a reflection of 
our society as a whole.

It wasn’t an easy period for those in 
athletics. Teams had games cancelled 
due to outbreaks. Sometimes, the play-
ers didn’t know their games were off 
until they were on the bus.

An outbreak on Hopewell-Loudon’s 
football team caused the Chieftains 
first game to be cancelled. Leipsic’s 
volleyball squad missed two weeks of 
its season in September. 

And in the spring, Arlington’s base-
ball team halted its season due to posi-
tive tests.

But still, teams endured. Hopewell-
Loudon – despite opening its football 
season on Labor Day afternoon – 
went undefeated in the regular season 
and advanced deep into the playoffs. 
Leipsic’s volleyball team went on a 
long winning streak after its layoff and 
advanced to the regional tournament.

Arlington’s baseball team responded 
to its adversity with a strong season, 
making the Division IV district final. 

There were plenty of sacrifices 
made, and some risks taken. I still 
marvel at basketball officials working 

for little pay as COVID cases rose in 
December, and their reward was to 
often receive criticism from some fans.

Athletic directors had to be cre-
ative and flexible, scheduling games 
on short notice.

And everyone had to follow guide-
lines that distanced athletes from each 
other at the time they usually were 
trying to become cohesive units.

In the end, though, the seasons 
were an opportunity to see the good 
in high school athletics.

I saw football players from oppos-
ing teams help each other up, slap each 
other on the back and line up again.

At the state track meet last week, I 
saw four girls – each from a different 
school – rush to help up and embrace 
another runner who had stumbled 
across the finish line.

High school athletes were really 
impressive this season, both for how 
well they played on the field, and how 
they conducted themselves off of it.

It seemed like so many appreciated 
what may have been taken for granted 
for decades: the opportunity to com-
pete.

Maybe these signs of sportsman-
ship and kindness were always there 
– I paid more attention to it this season 
– but it was still good to see.

This sports season will be remem-
bered for so much – good, bad and even 
strange.

I’m happy it happened. 
But I must admit it will be nice to 

return to precedented seasons next 
fall.

S TAT E  B A S E B A L L

By ZACH BAKER 
ZACHBAKER@THECOURIER.COM

Baker

Djokovic hands Nadal 3rd loss 
in 108 French Open matches

PARIS — Sprinting, slid-
ing and stretching, antici-
pating each other’s moves 
for four sets and more than 
four hours, Novak Djokovic 
and Rafael Nadal produced 
a masterpiece in the French 
Open semifinals.

Djokovic, as it happens, 
is one of only two men in 
tennis history who knows 
what it takes to beat Nadal 
at Roland Garros. And now 
Djokovic has done it twice 
— this time ending Nadal’s 
bid for a 14th championship 
there and record-breaking 
21st Grand Slam title overall 
by coming back to win their 
58th career matchup 3-6, 
6-3, 7-6 (4), 6-2 on Friday 
night.

“Just one of these nights 
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MICHEL EULER / The Associated Press
SERBIA’S NOVAK DJOKOVIC, left, shakes hands with Spain’s Rafael Nadal after their 
semifinal match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium 
Friday in Paris. Novak Djokovic won 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

CFP expansion could 
increase annual 
revenue to $2 billion

A new College Foot-
ball Playoff with triple the 
number of teams involved 
could bring in three times as 
much money to the confer-
ences and schools that share 
the wealth.

The television rights for 
a proposed 12-team playoff 
could be worth about $1.9 
billion annually, according 
to projections from Navigate 
Research, which consults 
with professional sports 
leagues and college confer-
ences.

The Chicago-based com-
pany said ticket sales and 
sponsorship deals that cur-
rently account for about 15% 
of College Football Playoff 
revenue could push the total 
takeaway to more than $2 
billion per year.

ESPN’s current deal with 
the CFP pays about $470 mil-

lion per year. ESPN has sepa-
rate contracts with the Rose, 
Sugar and Orange bowls that 
up the network’s total layout 
to more than $600 million 
annually to be the television 
home of college football’s 
most important postseason 
games.

The Power Five confer-
ence’s get most of that rev-
enue. According to the most 
recent figures available from 
2019-20 season, the Big Ten, 
Big 12, Atlantic Coast Con-
ference, Pac-12 and South-
eastern Conference received 
$67 million each from the 
CFP. The other five FBS con-
ferences shared $92 million.

How revenue would be 
distributed in a new model 
was not part of the detailed 
proposal the CFP unveiled 
Thursday. The 12-team 
model is at least three steps 
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Cleveland Indians blank Seattle Mariners 7-0
CLEVELAND — Aaron Civale gave 

up a single to start the game before 
dominating Seattle’s light-hitting lineup 
for eight innings, leading the Cleveland 
Indians past the Mariners 7-0 on Friday 
night in front of the largest crowd at 
Progressive Field since 2019.

Civale (9-2) allowed J.P. Crawford’s 
leadoff hit — a grounder that just got 
past second baseman César Hernández’s 
glove — and nothing else to become the 
first AL pitcher with nine wins.

The right-hander struck out a career-
high 11 and retired 22 in a row after 
loading the bases in the first. Blake 
Parker worked the ninth to complete 
the two-hitter.

The Mariners, who have been on 
the wrong side of two no-hitters this 
season, came into the series batting an 
MLB-worst .209.

Cleveland’s Bobby Bradley homered 

in the third off Justin Dunn (1-3) and 
Amed Rosario had four hits for the 
Indians.

The series opener was the first 
game in which capacity attendance 
was allowed at Progressive Field since 
before the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
22,970 fans came out for the Mariners, 
$1 hot dogs and fireworks on “Opening 
Day 2.0.”

Civale and the Indians didn’t disap-
point their fans, who still aren’t sure 
what to make of this young team that 
can look lost offensively and relies so 
heavily on its pitching.

Cleveland has hit for enough Civale, 
who improved to 15-0 when his team-
mates score at least three runs.

The Indians got the crowd revved 
up right away, scoring three times off 
Dunn in the first.

Eddie Rosario had an RBI single, 
Dunn walked Bradley with the bases 
full to force in a run and Josh Naylor 

made it 3-0 with a single. The Indians 
could have done more to Dunn, but 
Rosario was thrown out at the plate by 
center fielder Dillon Thomas.

José Ramírez’s run-scoring single 
put Cleveland up 4-0 in the second.

Bradley, who was recalled from the 
minors last week, continued his hot start 
by connecting for his second homer in 
11 at-bats. He later added an RBI single 
and has six RBIs in six games.

He didn’t make the opening-day 
roster despite outplaying Jake Bauers, 
who was designated for assignment by 
the club last week and traded to Seattle 
on Thursday.

Quickly back in Cleveland, Bauers 
went 0 for 3.

SCARY MOMENT
Indians catcher Austin Hedges was 

drilled in the helmet by Dunn in the 
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TONY DEJAK / The Associated Press
CLEVELAND INDIANS’ Austin Hedges is hit by a pitch 
during the third inning of the team’s baseball game 
against the Seattle Mariners Friday in Cleveland. 

Seiler shuts down 
Canton Central 

Catholic as Archbold 
reaches final

AKRON – Archbold got clutch hitting from junior veteran 
DJ Newman and outstanding pitching from freshman right-
hander Jayden Seiler in beating Canton Central Catholic 1-0 
on Friday in a Division III state semifinal baseball game at 
Akron’s Canal Park. 

Newman, who banged out seven hits in Archbold’s two 
regional wins, lashed a two-out RBI single in the bottom of 
the fifth inning to score Krayton Kern, who had doubled, with 
the game’s only run. Seiler did the rest, allowing just three 
hits, walking one and striking out six in earning Archbold 
(23-11) a spot opposite Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy 
(22-8) in Sunday’s 10 a.m. state championship game. 

It will be a state tournament rematch for the two teams. 
Archbold won it’s only state baseball title in 2005, beating 
CHCA 6-5 in the semifinals that year to reach the champion-
ship game. 
CHCA 7 
BARNESVILLE 1 

AKRON – Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy’s Will 
Murphy tripled in two runs in the bottom of the first inning 
and singled in another run and scored in sixth in leading the 
Eagles to a 7-1 win over Barnesville in one of two Division III 
state baseball semifinals held at Akron’s Canal Park on Friday. 

CHCA, which scored two runs on wild pitches and another 
on a bases-loaded walk, improved to 22-8 and will face Arch-
bold for the Division II state title Sunday at 10 a.m. Barnes-
ville ended its season 24-8. 

Division II 
B-CARROLL 4 
BADIN 0 

AKRON – Bloom-Carroll’s C.J. Carmichael lined two RBI 
singles in leading the Bulldogs to a 4-0 win over Hamilton 
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