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Buckeyes  
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Ohio State drops from 
No. 5 to No. 6 in AP 
poll after win against
No. 22 Penn State. 
Page C4

Advice 
Page C6

In this section:

Monday,  
November 1,  

2021

C
Section

STEELERS 15, BROWNS 10

Eight games into the season they lead the 
AFC North in losses. They have lost three of 
their last four games. They are in last place 

in their division. They 
still haven’t beaten 
a good team and 
four of their next five 
games are against the 
Bengals, the Patriots 
and the Ravens twice.

Odell Beckham still 
isn’t touching the ball, 
and Jarvis Landry is 
dropping balls.

On Sunday the entire team scored just 
one more touchdown than you did.

On Sunday the defense gave up just 
two touchdowns, and they lost — to a 
team that played the entire second half 
without a placekicker.

On Sunday, bloody Sunday, the NFL’s 
most disappointing team lost at home to 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, 15-10.

At the end of last season, a worse Browns 
team than this one dropped 72 points 
on the Steelers in winning two must-win 
games. Sunday, at home, in a game that 
may not have been a must-win, but was 
certainly a “it would be a really good idea to 
win,” the Browns Jacksonville Jaguar-ed it.

Only once in their last five games has 
their supposedly elite offense scored 
more than 17 points in a game. Yes, 
they’ve had a lot of injuries. But this is 
the NFL. Injuries are part of the deal. 
Good teams, teams projected to be Super 
Bowl contenders, play through injuries.

Good teams don’t play an entire game, 
four quarters, 60 minutes, at home, 
against an inferior opponent, and cough 
up just one touchdown.

“We scored 10 points. That’s not good 
enough,” said coach Kevin Stefanski, 
who too often in the first eight games has 
had some ’splaining to do.

Plenty of trick, little treat

CLEVELAND — Myles Garrett showed 
up at FirstEnergy Stadium dressed as the 
Grim Reaper.

He and the Browns walked out six 
hours later with their season in danger of 
suffering an untimely death.

The Browns entered the year with Super 
Bowl expectations after their first playoff 
trip in 18 years. After an uninspiring and 
confounding 15-10 loss to the Steelers on 
Sunday at sunny FirstEnergy Stadium, 
they are 4-4 and in last place in the rug-
ged AFC North.

“It is not fun,” said Garrett, the All-Pro 
defensive end who was wearing the cape 
from his Halloween costume that had the 
names of the quarterbacks he’s sacked 
on the back. “It was definitely a winnable 
game for us, but we did not do it. We did 
not execute like we needed to.”

The Steelers are 4-3 after quarterback 

Ben Roethlisberger improved to 24-3-1 
against the Browns and 12-2-1 in Cleve-
land. This could’ve been the final trip to 
the lakefront for the 39-year-old who can 
still sling it.

“He can keep the tombstone in his 
yard,” Roethlisberger said of Garrett, who 
has a Halloween display of quarterback 
gravestones in front of his house. “I’ll take 
the win.”

The Browns have a lot of soul search-
ing to do after scoring one touchdown 
against a defense without many of its key 
pieces of years past. This type of offensive 
performance, which followed 14 points in 
a loss to the Cardinals and 17 points in a 
win over the Broncos, isn’t acceptable.

Not with Coach of the Year Kevin Stefanski 
as the play caller. Not with Baker Mayfield 
at quarterback. Not with Odell Beckham Jr. 
and Jarvis Landry at receiver. And not with 
Nick Chubb at running back.

Scott Petrak
The Chronicle-Telegram

Pittsburgh Steelers tight end Pat Freiermuth catches a pass for a touchdown while being defended by Cleveland Browns safety Ronnie Harrison Jr. during the first half Sunday at 
FirstEnergy Stadium in Cleveland. The Steelers won 15-10.
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Championship 
finalists all set

Swing, then miss it

MARTINSVILLE, Va. — Alex 
Bowman was the only driver 
celebrating after NASCAR set its 
championship four — and he’s 
not even racing for the title.

Bowman picked up the vic-
tory Sunday at Martinsville 
Speedway in the final elimina-
tion race ahead of the winner-
take-all season finale. Bowman 
wasn’t eligible to make the 
championship round and his 
overtime victory denied both 
Kyle Busch and Brad Kesel-
owski the final spot in the field.

The Cup will be decided next 
Sunday at sold-out Phoenix 
Raceway between favorite Kyle 

Larson and reigning cham-
pion Chase Elliott for Hendrick 
Motorsports, and Denny Ham-
lin and Martin Truex Jr. for Joe 
Gibbs Racing. It will pit a pair 
of Hendrick Chevrolets against 
two JGR Toyotas.

“I think the four most deserv-
ing teams are probably in the 
final four,” said Larson, the reg-
ular-season champion and title 
favorite. “I’m proud we were able 
to do it and look forward to bat-
tling everybody next week.”

Ford was locked out of the 
championship when Kesel-
owski and Team Penske team-
mates Ryan Blaney and Joey 
Logano failed to advance.

Jenna Fryer
The Associated Press

Game 5 between the Atlanta 
Braves and Houston Astros was not 
completed in time for this edition.

ATLANTA — Grinning the 
whole time, Zack Greinke 
slipped into his Astros warmup 
jacket, joked with Freddie Free-
man and got a friendly pat from 
the Atlanta star first baseman.

Who doesn’t like to see a 
pitcher get a hit?

Enjoy those moments while 
you can, fans. Because after 
Game 5 of the World Series, they 
could become almost extinct.

There’s a good chance 
Major League Baseball will 
bring the designated hitter to 
the National League next year 
— likely forever. That meant 
Sunday night’s game at Tru-
ist Park might mark the final 

time a pitcher ever appears in 
a big league batting order.

“I think it’s definitely going 
to be pretty special that this 
could be the last pitchers ever 
hitting in baseball. We’ve defi-
nitely brought it up,” Braves 
starter Ian Anderson said.

No more Madison Bumgar-
ner swinging for the fences. 
No more Bartolo Colon flail-
ing and losing his helmet 
— or shocking everyone by 
going deep. No more Greinke 
grounding a single up the mid-
dle, as he did Saturday night in 
Game 4 (he also lined a pinch-
hit single Sunday night).

Say goodbye to double 
switches. Sacrifice bunts would 
shrivel up and intentional walks 
to face the pitcher would van-
ish, too.

Ben Walker
The Associated Press

Alex Bowman waves to fans after winning NASCAR’s final 
elimination race Sunday in Martinsville, Va.
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INSIDE
MORE INJURY 
WORRIES: Right 
tackle Jack 
Conklin, who 
just returned to 
the lineup after 
missing two 
games, expected 
to miss time after 
dislocating his left 
elbow. C2
ROUGH DAY 
FOR LANDRY: 
Veteran receiver 
criticizes self 
after fumble and 
several dropped 
passes late in the 
game. C2
SILVER LINING? 
Browns defense 
puts together 
a solid effort 
against a tough 
Pittsburgh offense 
but players take 
little consolation 
in it after loss. C3

The Browns need to close the gap 
... on the Browns we all expected

See INGRAHAM, C4

Jim 
ingraham

MOTORSPORTSWORLD SERIES

Poor Halloween effort vs. Steelers 
tough to stomach for players, fans

See BROWNS, C3

See SWING, C5 See NASCAR, C5

Larson, Elliott, Hamlin, Truex Jr. 
will race for NASCAR Cup title

Sunday may have been final 
time for pitchers to bat in MLB 


