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That collection of stars 
played together for the first 
time this season, yet the 
offense barely sparkled. The 
Browns scored a field goal on 
their first drive — it should’ve 
been a touchdown but tight 
end Austin Hooper dropped a 
slightly wayward pass — and 
got a 10-yard rushing touch-
down from D’Ernest Johnson 
in the third quarter.

They totaled 306 yards and 
went 3-for-10 on third down 
and 0-for-2 on fourth down. 
They’re 7-for-18 (39 percent) 
on fourth down this season.

Chubb was stuffed on 
fourth-and-1 from the Pitts-
burgh 39 in the second quar-
ter and finished with 16 car-
ries for 61 yards and a 3.8 
average. The Steelers made 
stopping him their priority, 
and the passing game couldn’t 
capitalize.

“The run game compo-
nent of the game was going 
to be big,” said Steelers coach 
Mike Tomlin, who improved 
to 23-6-1 against the Browns. 
“We had to stop their run. We 
had to run it. That is, more 
than any other reason, why 
we were victorious.”

Mayfield played for the first 
time since suffering a fracture 
at the top of the humerus Oct. 
17 to go along with the torn 
labrum in his left, non-throw-
ing shoulder. He went  
20-for-31 for 225 yards, four 
sacks and an 86.1 rating and 
was hurt by six drops, two by 
Landry and two by Johnson.

Mayfield played every 
snap and said he was “pretty 
comfortable from the start. 
Although he “felt” the shoul-
der on a couple of plays, he 
said there were no setbacks.

“So that was one positive 
for me looking at this,” he 
said. “Just have to get it cor-

rected and continue to rehab 
and do all of that. On the field, 
we just need to do better.”

The swelling and pain was 
too much for Mayfield to play 
Oct. 21 against the Broncos, 
but he fought to get back and 
went to a sturdier harness.

“I think he did great,” 
Landry said. “I think he stood 
in there. He got a roughing the 
passer at the end. That shows 
him just standing in there try-
ing to make plays.

“The (scramble) play on 
third (down) on the sideline, 
incredible, and then to bounce 
up and show the energy and 
passion that he has, look-
ing back at it, it sucks that I 
didn’t make those plays when 
we needed them because his 
effort was definitely one that 
should be commended for 
sure.”

Mayfield had the ball twice 
in the fourth quarter with the 
chance to lead a go-ahead 
drive. It didn’t happen, just 
like it didn’t in losses to the 
Chiefs and Chargers, but the 
blame belongs elsewhere.

Landry fumbled at the Steelers 
20-yard line to end Cleveland’s 
penultimate drive with 6:04 left. 
Former Browns linebacker Joe 
Schobert stripped him after a 
catch, and All-Pro outside line-
backer T.J. Watt recovered to go 
with his 1.5 sacks.

After a stop by the defense, 
Mayfield got the ball back with 
4:22 remaining. He moved 
the team into Steelers terri-
tory, then the self-destruction 
began.

Landry dropped a pass, 
Beckham short-armed a deep 
one down the middle — the 
throw was late, Beckham’s 
right shoulder is sprained and 
a roughing-the-passer pen-
alty gave the Browns a first 
down — and receiver Rashard 
Higgins had a false start. Fac-
ing fourth-and-12 from the 
Pittsburgh 26, Mayfield threw 

over the middle to Landry for 
what would’ve been a first 
down, but the ball went off his 
raised hands.

“It is on all of us,” Mayfield 
said. “Everybody is going to 
point fingers at a few plays, 
but the fact is we just did not 
get into a rhythm today.”

“We scored 10 points. That 
is not good enough,” Ste-
fanski said. “I am sure there 
are areas in the pass game 
that have to improve. I know 
there are areas that we can 
help as coaches. We just have 
to do it.”

The Browns beat the Steel-
ers 24-22 in the regular-sea-
son finale last year then 48-37 
the next week in the wild card 
game. The Steelers didn’t 
commit a turnover Sunday, 
as opposed to five in the play-
offs, and the Browns failed 
to win three straight in the 
rivalry for the first time since 
seven straight from 1986-89.

The Steelers won the bat-
tle at the line of scrimmage, 
which is deflating to a Browns 
team that has spent a ton 
of resources on both lines. 
Rookie Najee Harris rushed 
for 91 yards and a touch-
down and Roethlisberger was 
sacked only twice. He got rid 
of the ball quickly, completing 
22 of 34 passes for 266 yards, a 
touchdown and a 98.4 rating.

“The man has been great 
for a long time, and he has 
been great here for a long 

time,” said Garrett, who had a 
sack to raise his league-high 
total to 10.5. “It is tough, but 
we will see him again, and we 
will get the chance to return 
the favor when he is at his 
house. It hurts that we could 
not protect our house, but his 
home is not safe, either.”

The Steelers have won three 
straight to move ahead of the 
Browns in the division. The 
Ravens lead at 5-2 and were 
off this week. The Bengals 
were upset by the Jets on Sun-
day to fall to 5-3.

The Browns still play the 
Bengals twice, including next 
Sunday in Cincinnati, the 
Ravens twice and the Steel-
ers once. They can make up 
ground, but things have to 
change in a hurry.

“We have nine more 
games,” Garrett said. “The 
crown of the AFC is still up in 
the air — at least in the AFC 
North.”

Mayfield wants to keep the 
focus on themselves.

“It is not about anybody 
else but us right now,” he said. 
“That is just a fact. We have to 
handle it that way. We can’t be 
worried about the big picture. 
We have to take it one week at 
a time and just chip away at 
this.

“We have a good enough 
team.”

Contact Scott Petrak at 329-7253 
or spetrak@chroniclet.com. Like 
him on Facebook and follow him @
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Walker: ‘D’ not good enough

White rallies 
Jets over Cincy

The Associated Press

Mike White threw for 405 
yards and three touchdowns in 
his first NFL start, leading the 
New York Jets to a wild 34-31 
comeback victory over visiting  
Cincinnati on Sunday.

White, starting in place of 
injured rookie Zach Wilson, 
pulled off an improbable vic-
tory for the Jets (2-5) while 
going 37-of-45 — setting an 
NFL record for 
the most com-
pletions in a 
player’s first 
start. He joined 
Cam Newton 
(2011) as the 
only players 
since at least 
1950 to throw 
for 400 or more yards in their 
first career start.

White overcame two early 
interceptions and also became 
the Jets’ first 400-yard passer 
since Vinny Testaverde on Dec. 
24, 2000, a span of 327 games. 
And he even left for a few plays 
with a neck injury.

Joe Burrow threw for 259 
yards and three touchdowns 
for the Bengals (5-3).

Saints 36, Bucs 27
P.J. Williams intercepted Tom 

Brady and returned it 40 yards 
for a touchdown with 1:24 left, 
helping host New Orleans seal 
a dramatic but potentially costly 
victory.

Saints quarterback Jameis 
Winston injured his left knee 
during a scramble early in the 
second quarter when he was 
pulled down from behind by Devin 
White, who was flagged for a 
horse-collar tackle.

Backup Trevor Siemian took 
over for Winston and completed 
16 of 29 throws for 159 yards and 
a touchdown without a turnover. 
New Orleans (5-2) earned its third 
straight victory.

Eagles 44, Lions 6
Boston Scott and Jordan 

Howard each had two 
touchdowns on the ground, 
helping visiting Philadelphia run 
over winless Detroit.

The Eagles (3-5) ended a  
two-game losing streak 
against a team that was very 
accommodating. 

The Lions (0-8) go into their bye 
week as the NFL’s only winless 
team. The break gives first-year 
coach Dan Campbell extra time 
to figure out how to avoid leading 
the league’s first 0-17 team after 
being a tight end on the first 0-16 
team in Detroit 13 years ago.

Rams 38, Texans 22
Matthew Stafford threw for 305 

yards and three touchdowns in 
three quarters, and the visiting 
Rams dominated the inept 
Texans. 

It’s the fourth straight victory for 
the Rams (7-1) and the seventh 
loss in a row for the Texans (1-7), 
their longest skid since dropping 
the final 14 games of the 2013 
season. 

Bills 26, Dolphins 11
Host Buffalo’s Josh Allen 

shook off the rust from a bye 
week and a shaky first half to 
throw touchdown passes on 
consecutive second-half drives.

After managing just 100 yards 
net offense through Buffalo’s 
first possession of the third 
quarter, Allen found his rhythm in 
overseeing a pair of scoring drives 
which combined for 22 plays and 
covered 151 yards.

Titans 34, Colts 31, OT
Randy Bullock made a 44-yard 

field goal with 4:03 left in 
overtime, lifting Tennessee to the 
wild road win and control of the 
AFC South.

The teams combined for two 
touchdowns in the final 86 
seconds of regulation. Colts 
quarterback Carson Wentz threw 
two interceptions in the final  
71⁄2 minutes after throwing only 
one all season.

Panthers 19, Falcons 13
Zane Gonzalez kicked four field 

goals and Chuba Hubbard scored 
on a 6-yard run with 61⁄2 minutes 
remaining, helping the visiting 
Panthers stop a four-game skid.

Carolina’s defense totally stuffed 
Matt Ryan and the Falcons, who 
managed just 213 yards total 
offense.

49ers 33, Bears 22
Jimmy Garoppolo threw 

for 322 yards and ran for two 
touchdowns, and visiting San 
Francisco snapped a four-game 
losing streak.

Garoppolo led three touchdown 
drives in the second half and 
another possession that ended 
with a field goal. He scored from 
the 2 in the third quarter and ran it 
in from the 5 in the fourth to make 
it 30-22.

Deebo Samuel had six catches 
for 171 yards. That gave him 819 
through seven games, breaking 
Hall of Famer Jerry Rice’s club 
record of 781 set in 1986.

Patriots 27, Chargers 24
New England’s Adrian Phillips 

intercepted two passes, returning 
one for the go-ahead touchdown 
against his former team on the 
road.

Nick Folk kicked four field goals 
for the Patriots (4-4), who earned 
their second straight win. Rookie 
Mac Jones completed 18 of 35 
passes for 218 yards. 

Seahawks 31, Jaguars 7
Geno Smith ran for one score 

and threw a pair of touchdown 
passes to DK Metcalf, and the 
host Seahawks stopped a  
three-game slide.

In what may be his final start 
while Russell Wilson recovers 
from finger surgery, Smith was 
terrific while picking apart the 
Jaguars defense for one of the 
best performances of his career.

Broncos 17, Washington 10
Justin Simmons and Denver’s 

defense held after a fumble gave 
visiting Washington the ball back, 
and the Broncos blocked two field 
goals while stopping a four-game 
slide.

Melvin Gordon III caught a 
touchdown pass and ran for the 
go-ahead score from 7 yards 
out with 4:27 remaining. He also 
fumbled with 21 seconds to go, 
giving Washington the ball at the 
Denver 24-yard line.

Cowboys 20, Vikings 16
In Minneapolis, Cooper Rush 

subbed for the injured Dak 
Prescott and passed for 325 yards 
and two second-half touchdowns, 
the last a 5-yarder to Amari 
Cooper with 51 seconds left.

 Rush overcame two turnovers, 
both delivered by former Dallas 
safety Xavier Woods, to slice up 
the Minnesota secondary in his 
first NFL start. 

Chris Sweeney
The Chronicle-Telegram

CLEVELAND — With playmakers 
galore, Pittsburgh’s offense presented a 
stiff challenge for Cleveland’s defense.

The Browns were up to the task on 
that side of the ball, largely holding the 
Steelers in check, but it wasn’t much of 
a consolation as Cleveland once again 
watched its rival celebrate at FirstEnergy 
Stadium with a 15-10 win Sunday.

“Not good enough,” linebacker 
Anthony Walker Jr. said of the defense. 
“We have to find a way to get off the field 
a lot more times than that. Some bad 
plays by me, I own that. It sucks, but I 
will get better. Great offense. Big Ben is 
a great quarterback. He is going to make 
plays, but we cannot give him anything.”

Cleveland managed to sack Ben Roeth-
lisberger twice, one by Myles Garrett and 
the other by Malik McDowell. Garrett 
— who arrived at FirstEnergy Stadium 
dressed as the Grim Reaper with a list 
of all the quarterbacks he sacked on the 
back of his cape — was routinely chipped 
by a tight end or a running back, but 
fourth-round rookie tackle Dan Moore 
Jr. also held his own against the two time 
Pro Bowler.

“I’ve been joking with Dan all week, 
and I just told him now he can finally 
sleep,” Roethlisberger said. “Myles is a 
special talent, and I told him after the 
game that he can take the tombstone 
from his yard, but I will take the win. He 
is special. I thought Dan did a great job. 
It’s tough to ask a rookie to go against that 
guy, and what he did today was pretty 
special. I can’t say enough about the line, 

run game and pass protection, they are 
the heart of this group.”

The Browns sniffed out a fake field goal 
attempt at the end of the second half, 
one that resulted in Steelers kicker Chris 
Boswell suffering a concussion after a 
high hit from defensive tackle Jordan 
Elliott.

Boswell was unavailable for the second 
half. That proved to be a costly loss, at 
least initially, because when the Browns 
defense finally gave up a touchdown at 
the 3:39 mark of the third quarter, Pitts-
burgh had to go for two — and failed, 
keeping Cleveland ahead 10-9.

The Browns also had to adjust on the 
fly after losing safety John Johnson III to 
injury late in the second quarter. Garrett 
said the play-calling duties are shared by 
Johnson and Walker.

“It is tough to lose him because he is 
a hell of a player and makes plays,” Gar-
rett said. “Last game he made a big play 
for us (an interception). We do not want 
to see him out, but we are not losing our 
primary play caller in that way. We just 
will need someone to step up and fill his 
role.”

Pittsburgh took its first lead with 11:04 
left, coming away with a touchdown 
after the Browns defense had held strong 
inside the 10-yard line for three plays. 
Facing a fourth-and-2, Roethlisberger 
was forced out of the pocket and threw 
to his right, and his reliable tight end Pat 
Freiermuth made a circus catch in the 
back of the end zone, going up and over 
his defender to haul in the ball and barely 
drag his second foot before in ran out of 
room.

Even though touchdown was called, 
it looked like an incomplete pass until a 
clear angle was shown on the scoreboard 
showing Freiermuth’s second foot glid-
ing across the grass before falling out of 
bounds.

“It was a hell of a play,” Garrett said of 
the catch. “I did not think it was a catch 
when I first saw it, but another angle, I 
saw him get the second foot down. It is 
hard to beat that. Hell of a throw and hell 
of a catch. You just have to be able to get 
back out there and keep on going to try 
and win the game.”

One key difference was that the Steel-
ers won the turnover battle — 1-0, and 
that one gave Pittsburgh the ball back 
up 15-0 with 6:04 to play. But the Browns 
defense forced a three-and-out thanks 
to a shoestring first-down saving tackle 
by Greg Newsome II on Steelers receiver 
Diontae Johnson.

The Browns offense couldn’t capital-
ize, turning the ball over on fourth down, 
and the defense let Johnson slip away for 
a 50-yard reception that iced the game.

“We have to get the ball carrier down,” 
Walker said. “I had a couple where I just 
shot too high. It takes all 11 each time. 
We are big on that. It is the NFL, they are 
going to make plays. Najee Harris is a 
great back. They have great receivers that 
can make people miss. We do not care 
about missing tackles as much as letting 
the ball get out. If you missed and some-
one else is there to tackle and it is just a 
1-yard gain, we are okay with that.”

Contact Chris Sweeney at 329-7135  
or ctsports@chroniclet.com.  
Follow him @CSweeneyCT on Twitter.

Cleveland 
Browns 

defensive end 
Myles Garrett 

(95) sacks 
Pittsburgh’s  

Ben 
Roethlisberger  
during the first 

half Sunday  
in Cleveland. 

Roethlisberger 
was sacked 

twice, once by 
Garrett and the 
other by Malik 

McDowell.

ROUNDUP

Team puts in fairly solid defensive effort but players not satisfied

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

  W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 5 2 0 .714 229 109
New England 4 4 0 .500 206 164
N.Y. Jets 2 5 0 .286 114 206
Miami 1 7 0 .125 138 233

South
  W L T Pct PF PA
Tennessee 6 2 0 .750 227 195
Indianapolis 3 5 0 .375 200 183
Jacksonville 1 6 0 .143 123 203
Houston 1 7 0 .125 119 241

North
  W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 5 2 0 .714 187 164
Cincinnati 5 3 0 .625 220 162
Pittsburgh 4 3 0 .571 132 142
Cleveland 4 4 0 .500 183 180

West
  W L T Pct PF PA
Las Vegas 5 2 0 .714 180 166
L.A. Chargers 4 3 0 .571 172 177
Denver 4 4 0 .500 157 137
Kansas City 3 4 0 .429 188 203

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

  W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas 6 1 0 .857 225 162
Philadelphia 3 5 0 .375 203 191
N.Y. Giants 2 5 0 .286 139 180
Washington 2 6 0 .250 156 227

South
  W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 6 2 0 .750 260 183
New Orleans 5 2 0 .714 176 128
Carolina 4 4 0 .500 165 159
Atlanta 3 4 0 .429 148 195

North
  W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 7 1 0 .875 192 167
Minnesota 3 4 0 .429 163 157
Chicago 3 5 0 .375 123 195
Detroit 0 8 0 .000 134 244

West
  W L T Pct PF PA
Arizona 7 1 0 .875 246 138
L.A. Rams 7 1 0 .875 245 168
San Francisco 3 4 0 .429 168 171
Seattle 3 5 0 .375 181 169

Thursday’s game
Green Bay 24, Arizona 21

Sunday’s games
Buffalo 26, Miami 11
Carolina 19, Atlanta 13
L.A. Rams 38, Houston 22
N.Y. Jets 34, Cincinnati 31
Philadelphia 44, Detroit 6
Pittsburgh 15, Cleveland 10
San Francisco 33, Chicago 22
Tennessee 34, Indianapolis 31, OT
New England 27, L.A. Chargers 24
Seattle 31, Jacksonville 7
Denver 17, Washington 10
New Orleans 36, Tampa Bay 27
Dallas 20, Minnesota 16
Open: Baltimore, Las Vegas

Today’s game
N.Y. Giants at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 4
N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis, 8:20 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 7
Atlanta at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Buffalo at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Denver at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Houston at Miami, 1 p.m.
Las Vegas at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Baltimore, 1 p.m.
New England at Carolina, 1 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at Philadelphia, 4:05 p.m.
Arizona at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Green Bay at Kansas City, 4:25 p.m.
Tennessee at L.A. Rams, 8:20 p.m.
Open: Detroit, Seattle, Tampa Bay, 

Washington
Monday, Nov. 8

Chicago at Pittsburgh, 8:15 p.m.
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