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TAMPA, Fla. — The odds were 
stacked against the Cavs on Mon-
day night against the Raptors.

They couldn’t overcome them.
Pascal Siakam scored 25 points, 

rookie Malachi Flynn added 18 and 
the Raptors pulled away in the sec-
ond half for a 112-96 win over the 
depleted Cavaliers.

The Cavaliers played with the 
same starting lineup they used 
in Sunday night’s 119-110 loss at 
Washington, but without the first 
four players who came off their 
bench in that game.

Larry Nance Jr. fractured his right 
thumb in the fourth quarter Sun-
day night and is expected to be out 
for several games. Matthew Del-
lavedova had a strained neck, and 

Lamar Stevens and Isaiah Harten-
stein came out of the Washington 
game with concussion symptoms.

The broken thumb is the latest 
medical setback for Nance, who 
missed seven games recently with an 
undisclosed illness and more than a 
month with a broken left hand.

The injuries left the Cavaliers 
with nine players.

“They gave us what they had 

tonight,” coach J.B. Bickerstaff said 
of what was left of the Cavaliers. 
“Couldn’t ask for anything more.”

The loss of Nance stung, espe-
cially after what he’s been through 
this season.

“I must’ve walked under a ladder 
or in front of a few black cats before 
this season started.. I’m sorry guys,” 
he tweeted.

“He means so much to this team, 
to this organization, to his teammates 
and he wants to be out there with 
them so badly,” Bickerstaff said before 
the game. “So it is difficult for him. It’s 
hard. It’s frustrating for him, to say 
the least. I don’t want to speak on his 
behalf, but I know how much it hurts 
him to not be able to be out there ... 
competing for the organization that 
he grew up … that his dad played for.

See CAVS, C3
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Suns put end 
to Knicks’ streak
Chris Paul scores last 7 points  
as Phoenix stops New York’s 
winning ways at 9 straight 
in 118-110 victory. Page C3
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NFL DRAFT

RAPTORS 112, CAVALIERS 96

BOYS BASKETBALLHIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL: EC 7, FAIRVIEW 0

TONIGHT
WHO: Cleveland  
vs. Minnesota
TIME: 6:10
WHERE: Progressive Field
PITCHERS: Civale  
(3-0, 2.42 ERA)  
vs. Maeda (1-1, 6-11)
TV/RADIO: Bally Sports 
Great Lakes; WEOL  
930-AM and 100.3-FM, 
WTAM 1100-AM,  
WMMS 100.7-FM

NEXT UP
WHO: Cleveland vs. Orlando
WHEN: Wednesday, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Rocket Mortgage 
FieldHouse
TV/RADIO: Bally Sports Ohio; 
WEOL 930-AM and 100.3-FM, 
WTAM 1100-AM, WMMS  
100.7-FM, WNZN 89.1-FM

Scott Petrak
The Chronicle-Telegram

Baker Mayfield was in a reflective mood Mon-
day after being reminded it was the third anni-
versary of the Browns surprising many experts 
and drafting him with the No. 1 pick. He’s seen 
and experienced a lot in three years — includ-
ing a UFO.

“It has been a good journey, but it is nowhere 
close to being done,” he said on a Zoom call 
with reporters. “I think that is the best part.”

Mayfield had plenty of ground to cover in 
his first meeting with reporters since after the 
22-17 loss to the Chiefs in the divisional round 
of the playoffs. In addition to the UFO sighting 
in March in Austin, Texas, the Browns picked 
up the fifth-year option on the quarterback’s 
rookie contract Friday, which renewed ques-
tions about a long-term extension that could 
pay Mayfield upward of $35 million a year.

“I’m truly thankful for them taking the 
chance, (general manager) Andrew (Berry) 
and the Haslam family, for picking up that 
fifth-year option and making it one more year 
in Cleveland, extending this journey that we 
started three years ago today,” Mayfield said. 
“I’ve been kind of thinking about that all day, 
so I’m very happy about that.

“In terms of long-term deals or all that, I’m taking 
it one day at a time. I’ve still got two seasons left on 
this full rookie contract now to see what happens.”

Berry won’t publicly discuss contract negotia-
tions but said Friday that Mayfield and cornerback 
Denzel Ward, who was drafted three picks after 
Mayfield and also had his fifth year picked up, will 
be a “big part of what we do as we move forward.”

See BROWNS, C4
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Lorain didn’t have to go far 
to find its next boys basketball 
coach.

Longtime assistant Matt 
Kielian was named the Titans’ 
new coach Monday, replacing 
John Rositano, who retired at 
the end of the 
season.

Kielian was 
a  m e m b e r 
of Rositano’s 
staff for his 
entire eight-
year run at 
Lorain and has 
coached in the 
Lorain district 
since he was hired to be fresh-
man coach at Southview High 
School in 2006.

“I am humbled by this 
opportunity. I want to make 
the Lorain community proud,” 
said Kielian, a 1993 graduate of 
the old Lorain High. “It’s a little 
surreal but exciting.”

Kielian was on the bench for 
the Titans’ 2018 state tournament 
run and was also a member of 
Dave McFarland’s staff when the 
Lorain football team advanced to 
the Elite Eight in 2016.

“To be honest, it was some-
what of a no-brainer,” athletic 
director Bryan Koury said of 
Kielian’s hiring “I have been a 
fan of Coach Kielian for a long 
time. I watched him from afar 
when he was coaching AAU 
basketball 15 years ago. When I 
got hired as athletic director he 
was one of the first guys I pur-
sued and wanted to bring in to 
coach in Lorain.”

Kielian knows the power and 
potential of the program.

“My motto is ‘Be someone 
you wish you had when you 
were younger,’” Kielian said. “I 
just want to be that person that 
our young people can rely on. 
My focus is on the whole stu-
dent not just the athlete. I want 
to make sure that our commu-
nity and our kids are connected 
and we help our kids become 
the best people they can be.

“I’ve been a part of the cul-
ture that has been established 
here and my job is to sustain 
that. Coaching under Coach 
McFarland and Coach Rositano 
I’ve been given the blueprint on 
how to sustain that culture.”

Koury said it was an easy 
decision to hand the keys to 
someone who has been so 
involved in the school’s suc-
cess.

“His dedication to the kids 
and community has been tre-
mendous. He grew up in the 
community,” Koury said. “He’s 
the perfect fit. There is nobody 
I would want more than Matt 
in this position.”

Kielian will take over a team 
that finished with an 8-6 record 
in 2021 and advanced to the 
district final despite battling 
COVID-19 shutdowns and an 
injury to star forward Seth Wil-
son in the second half of the 
season.

See LORAIN, C2
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Nick Saban just missed out on coaching 
Patrick Surtain in the NFL. Saban was hired as 
Dolphins coach in 2005, and Surtain was traded 
before the season to the Chiefs after seven years 
and three straight Pro Bowls with Miami.

Saban made sure he got to coach Patrick Sur-
tain II, winning the recruiting battle and land-
ing him at the University of Alabama. Surtain 
II is expected to be the first cornerback drafted 
Thursday night and could go in the top 10.

Saban sees glimpses of the father when he 
watches the son on the field.

“His dad was a very instinctive player and a 
great player,” Saban told The Chronicle-Tele-
gram in a recent phone interview. “I think 
sometimes some of those instinctive qualities 
can be passed on.”

The Surtains aren’t alone. Three of the other 
top cornerback prospects in the draft have 
fathers who had long careers in the NFL. 

South Carolina’s Jaycee Horn’s dad, Joe, 
played receiver for 12 years. Florida State’s 
Asante Samuel Jr.’s dad played corner for 11 
years. Washington’s Elijah Molden’s dad, Alex, 
was the No. 11 pick in 1996 and played corner 
for eight years.

NFL Network analyst Daniel Jeremiah believes 
the lineage provides NFL general managers with 
a comfort level when scouting and drafting.

See DRAFT, C2
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Elyria Catholic’s Alex Carandang makes a catch before falling over the fence Monday.
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Teammates drench Jordan Luplow after his walk-off homer to beat the Twins in the  
10th inning Monday at Progressive Field.

AP
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ELYRIA — Elyria Catholic didn’t 
need much offense against Fairview 
as senior Kaden Anderson twirled 
his first career one-hitter Monday 
and the Panthers cruised to a 7-0 
Great Lakes Conference win.

Elyria Catholic improved to 12-3 
overall and 8-2 in the GLC, while 
Fairview dropped to 5-10 and 3-8.

“He has been that way the whole 
year,” EC coach Bruce Lisicky said 
of Anderson. “He is only averaging 
one walk a game and he attacked 
the strike zone with eight strikeouts 
today. He kept the ball in the zone 
and let his defense work.

“When he is out there, I know 
I can count on him for at least six 

innings and sometimes even seven 
like he did for us today.”

It took a couple of innings for 
the Panthers offense to get going 
against Warriors starter Ben Leslie, 
and when they did, it was the bot-
tom of the lineup that lit the fuse.

Josh Hurlbut started the inning 
with a bad-hop single to short and 
Nick Thoman walked to set up the 
top of the order.

After a sacrifice bunt by leadoff 
hitter Aiden Timko, Alex Carandang 
picked up an RBI with a single to 
left, and a second run came home 
on an error. Levi Ellis’ sacrifice fly 

deep to center gave the Panthers a 
3-0 lead going to the fourth.

Anderson got two quick outs in 
the top of the fourth, and that’s 
when the game ran into a long delay.

Fairview’s Jack Burke turned on 
an inside pitch and sent it deep 
into the wind to the left-field fence 
where Carandang made a high-
light-reel catch before going over 
the fence with the ball.

The play was ruled an out, but 
after a discussion on the field 
between the two umpires, the 
home plate umpire signaled home 
run. Lisicky came out to discuss the 
play, which sent the plate umpire 
to his car to consult the rulebook. 
When he returned, the play was 
reversed again to an out.

See EC, C2
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CLEVELAND — It wasn’t a 
walk in the park, but it was a 
walk-off win for the Indians on 
Monday night.

Forced to fight back all game 
long, Cleveland finally emerged 
victorious when Jordan Luplow 
hit a two-run home run in the 
10th inning to power the Indi-
ans past the Twins 5-3 at Pro-
gressive Field.

The Indians trailed twice 

— once after five innings 
and again after the top of the 
eighth — but tied it each time, 
the last on Jose Ramirez’s 
eighth-inning solo shot, 
before taking their only lead 
on Luplow’s team-leading 
sixth homer.

Cleveland, which snapped a 
four-game losing streak Sun-
day with a 7-3 victory over the 
Yankees, won for just the third 
time in the last nine games. 

See TRIBE, C3
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Luplow hits walk-off winner
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