
Ohio: Sun-
shine and 
clouds mixed. 
High 94F. 
Tonight, clear 
skies. Low 
near 70F. 
T u e s d a y , 
mostly sunny 
skies. High 
93F. Tuesday 
night, partly 
cloudy skies. 
Low 71F.

West Virginia: 
Mostly sunny skies. High 
93F. A few clouds. Low 
68F. Tuesday, general-
ly sunny despite a few 
clouds. High 93F. Tues-
day night, a few clouds. 
Low 69F.
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Marietta: Partly cloudy 
skies. High 92F. Tonight, a 
few clouds. Low 67F. Tues-
day, sunny along with a few 
clouds. High 92F. Tuesday 
night, partly cloudy skies. Low 
68F.
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Toledo: 93∂

Wednesday
Storms. 

High 88. Low 69.

Thursday
Storms.

High 82. Low 67.

Friday
Partly cloudy.

High 86. Low 67.

Cleveland: 90∂

Columbus: 94∂

Charleston: 93∂

Huntington: 93∂

Wheeling: 89∂

Indicates danger from sun’s rays
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Temperature
High: 87
Low: 65
Average 
temperature
High: 85
Low: 63
Record temperature
High: 100 in 1911
Low: 48 in 1996

Precipitation: None.
Total this month: 
0.80
Sun
Sunset, July 5: 8:56
Sunrise, July 6: 6:05
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Actor Will Smith 
pays for July 4 
fireworks in 
New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS 
(AP) — Fireworks 
are returning to New 
Orleans on Indepen-
dence Day thanks to 
actor Will Smith.

Smith is picking up 
the roughly $100,000 
tab for the pyrotech-
nics over the Mis-
sissippi River after 
learning New Orleans 
didn’t plan a 2021 
show, city officials 
told news outlets.

New Orleans can-
celed last year’s fire-
works because of the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Smith is in New 
Orleans working on 
his latest film “Eman-
cipation,” which 
will tell the story of 
a slave, Peter, who 
escaped a Louisiana 
plantation and whose 
photo of scars on 
his back from being 
whipped exposed the 
brutality of slavery. 
He would also fight 
for the Union in the 
Civil War.

Smith moved pro-
duction of the film 
from Georgia to 
Louisiana in early 
April after Georgia 
passed  a new vot-
ing law that prompt-
ed a federal lawsuit 
saying the overhaul 
was intended to deny 
Black voters equal 
access to the ballot.

Met reaches 
agreement 
with locked out 
stagehands

NEW YORK (AP) 
— The Metropoli-
tan Opera reached 
an agreement on a 
labor contract with 
its locked out stage-
hands, the second 
of three major deals 
needed to resume 
performances in Sep-
tember following the 
pandemic.

The agreement was 
reached early Satur-

day, a person familiar 
with the negotiations 
told The Associated 
Press. The person 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because 
the deal is subject 
to ratification by the 
union, which could 
take place as early as 
Tuesday.

The deal was first 
reported by the web-
site Operawire.

Met spokeswom-
an Lee Abrahamian 
declined comment 
and Jamie Horwitz, 
spokesman for Local 
One of the Interna-
tional Alliance of The-
atrical Stage Employ-
ees (IATSE), declined 
comment Sunday.

The stagehands’ 
contract expired last 
July 31 and the union 
had been locked out 
since Dec. 8.

The Met reached 
an agreement in May 
with the American 
Guild of Musical 
Artists, which rep-
resents the orches-
tra. Its contract with 
Local 802 of the 
American Federa-
tion of Musicians, 
which represents the 
orchestra, expires 
July 31, and negoti-
ations are ongoing. 

The company has 
not performed since 
March 11, 2020, 
because of the pan-
demic, canceling 
276 performances 
plus an international 
tour.

(AP) — Although the 
box office has yet to fully 
recover from the pandem-
ic, at least one studio has 
good reason to celebrate 
this Fourth of July weekend. 
Universal Pictures current-
ly has the top three films 
at the domestic box office 
with “F9,” “The Boss Baby: 
Family Business” and “The 
Forever Purge,” according 
to studio estimates Sunday. 
It’s the first time that’s hap-
pened for Universal since 
1989, when the studio had 
“Sea of Love,” “Parent-

hood” and “Uncle Buck” 
topping the charts, and the 
first time for any studio 
since 2005. 

As expected, the “Fast & 
Furious” sequel “F9” main-
tained the top spot in its 
second weekend in North 
American theaters. 

The film added an esti-
mated $24 million over 
the weekend and is pro-
jected to take in $32.7 
million by the end of Mon-
day, bringing its domestic 
total to $125.8 million. 
Worldwide, “F9” will 

likely surpass the $500 
million mark on Monday.

In second place, the ani-
mated “Boss Baby” sequel 
surpassed expectations 
opening with $17.3 mil-
lion for the weekend and 
$23.1 million including 
Monday. “The Boss Baby: 
Family Business” features 
Alex Baldwin voicing the 
worldly toddler. And in 
third place, the latest Blum-
house venture, “The Forever 
Purge,” is expected to gross 
$12.8 million in ticket sales 
through Sunday and $15.9 

million over the four-day 
weekend. 

Although the three films 
may share a studio name, 
they’re also all different 
genres with different audi-
ence bases: A PG-13 action 
pic, an R-rated horror and 
a PG-rated family film. 
Almost half of the audience 
for “The Boss Baby 2,” for 
example, was 12 and under, 
while 64 percent of the 
audience for “The Forever 
Purge” was in the coveted 
18 to 34 range and also very 
ethnically diverse. 

Universal eclipses box office rivals

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You want the goodness you felt 
before. But for some reason, you can’t get there in the same 
way. Don’t worry. Just try something else. There are hundreds 
of routes to the same feeling.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Consult others before you initiate 
action. Even when you have enough information to respond, 
it will benefit you to hold back until the right moment — the 
moment you can take control of the situation.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Because you know someone 
very well, you don’t have to try hard to understand. You hear 
it all when they say everything, and when they say nothing, 
several simultaneous meanings are deliberately implied. You 
get every one.
CANCER (June 22-July 22). In these early days of a project, 
the endeavor is wholly unproven. Either give yourself margins 
of error that are so wide, they may as well be the page itself or 
put up the equivalent of bumpers in a bowling lane.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You express yourself hoping that oth-
ers will unanimously support and embrace your truth. But the 
good effects of your honesty happen regardless of their reac-
tion due to the powerful, gravity-defying effects of truth-telling.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Beware of those who give their 
opinion like it’s gold, like it’s enriching to all on whom it is 
bestowed, like it’s essential to the economy. The ones to 
watch are too busy living the principle to stop and hand out 
all the “gold.”
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). What makes humble work so satis-
fying is its obvious completion. It’s easy to tell when the floor 
is swept or the window is spotless. You’ll deal in complex and 
difficult work. Make luck for yourself by emptying the trash.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Having preferences can be 
costly. Needing things to be a certain way can cage you into 
a position of having to fight for what you want -- or just having 
to wait, save, trade, negotiate, work for it. What if you wanted 
less?
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Life feels like a maze, but 
at least it’s a maze you get to set up for yourself. Arrange it so 
it’s easy to move through. What you can you do to make your 
environment conducive to moving forward?
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll be tapped by the 
challenge. Does it seem like a bad time? There is never a 
comfortable time to stretch because stretching is, by definition, 
a discomfort, though one that you could learn to crave.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A golf club could have multiple 
purposes. It could be used as a weapon, a hammer, meat ten-
derizer, rhythm instrument, etc. But of course, it is best suited 
to playing golf. Apt applications give tools their highest value.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Just because you can’t do a 
thing perfectly, or even well, doesn’t mean you can’t do it at 
all. Being willing to get a little messy in the process will be the 
key to your overall success.

Photo by Art Smith

A box turtle makes its way across the street as the sun sets at the end of Davis Avenue. The turtle safely made it to the other side. 
If you have a recent photo that showcases the beauty of the Mid-Ohio Valley, submit it to Art Smith at asmith@mariettatimes.
com for possible inclusion on this page. See more photos at Instagram.com/mariettatimes.
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