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Back to basics

By Roger LaPointe
rlapointe@aimmediammidwest.com

With $2.3 million in funding 
from the Ohio Department of 
Transportation, Bowling Green-
headquartered District 2 led 
Ohio in jobs and commerce for 
the second consecutive year.

The report was given by Pat 
McColley, district deputy direc-
tor, at the Wood County Com-
missioners Tuesday meeting.

“District 2 led the state in 
jobs and commerce projects for 
the second year in the state, 
which is great. I’ll take every 
job and commerce project we 
can get,” McColley said.

In 2020 there were nine 
jobs and commerce projects 
that received funding. That 
funding resulted in 2,503 
new full-time equivalent jobs. 
There were also 6,695 FTE 
jobs retained, $1.3 billion in 
private capital investment 
and $23.6 million in roadwork 
improvements.

McColley said the largest 
private capital investment 
project in District 2 was the 
UPS Fulfillment Center in 
Henry Township at $200 mil-
lion.

The most impactful project is 
projected to be the new Peloton 

facility, in Troy Township, with 
$400 million private capital 
investment and an estimated 
2,100 new FTE jobs.

ODOT District 2 serves 
Wood, Fulton, Henry, Lucas, 
Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca and 
Williams counties in Northwest 
Ohio.

McColley also gave commis-
sioners updates on the major 
construction projects.

The $185 million Interstate 
75 project, between Buck 
Road to South Avenue, which 
includes the DiSalle Bridge 
replacement, is projected to be 
completed in 2023.

The $17.8 million Ohio 25 
project, from Cygnet Road to 
U.S. 6, is projected to be com-
pleted in fall 2022.

The $3 million resurfacing of 
Route 6, Ohio 235 to Township 
Road 133, is projected to be 
completed in July.

The $443,100 resurfacing of 
Ohio 199, north of Cygnet Road 
to Route 6, is projected to be 
completed in September.

The bridge replacement on 
I-75, between Gypsy Lane Road 
and Poe Road, at $2.8 million, 
is projected to be complete in 
October.

The bridge replacement 
on Ohio 199, over the North 

Branch of the Portage River, 
at $492,000, is expected to be 
complete September.

McColley also said that 
ODOT is also doing a study on 
U.S. 20, as it goes under I-75. 
He said that one possible option 
is a diverging diamond.

“There could be a diverging 
diamond interchange going 
underneath I-75,” McColley 
said. “It’s worked out great in 
Perrysburg. I heard a lot of con-
cerns originally.

“It was after a Perrysburg 
City Council meeting,” he said. 
“People were kind of freaking 
out, but once it opened we got a 
lot of compliments on it.”

The report also covered 
traffic volumes, safety and con-
struction.

The traffic volume report 
went back to March 2020, 
in order to cover the entire 
pandemic, and was divided 
between car and commercial 
truck traffic for month-to-month 
comparisons.

When stay-at-home orders 
were issued in March 2020 the 
monthly car traffic dropped 
24% and truck traffic dropped 
3%. April was the low point, 
when car traffic was down 48% 
and truck traffic 18%. By July 
the car traffic was still down 

19%, but truck traffic was up 
by 5% over 2019. This May, the 
truck traffic was up by 13%, 
while car traffic is still down 
8%.

The state motor fuel tax 
revenues were originally 
budgeted to total $1.076 billion, 
but actually totaled $666 
million, for the time period 
between July 2020 to March 
2021.

McColley said that there was 
an overall increase in fatalities 
of 7% in 2020, compared to 
2019. Pedestrian fatalities were 
up 29%, intersection fatalities 
were up 33% and motorcycle 
fatalities were up 23%.

Commissioner Ted Bowlus 
asked McColley if he knew why 
these numbers had increased 
while the actual traffic was 
down.

“I personally think it’s dis-
tracted driving. You have a lot 
of people that are much more 
attached to their cell phones 
than they used to be. Now that 
they are back on the road again, 
I think that’s part of it,” McCol-
ley said.

In other business, the com-
missioners confirmed the 
promotion of Matt Limes as 
Landfill Superintendent. He has 
21 years of experience working 
at the facility.

Limes will be part of a June 
29 presentation on the Phase 3 
expansion of the landfill. The 
presentation will be followed by 
a tour of the facility.

Perrysburg Twp. seeks fiscal officer

By Roger LaPointe
rlapointe@aimmediamidwest.com

LIME CITY — Both the finance 
secretary and the fiscal officer for Per-
rysburg Township have resigned.

Shirley Haar submitted her 
resignation as the township fiscal 
officer on May 19 and her last day 
was June 4.

Whoever takes the finance secretary 
post will have to run for election in 
November to keep the position, said 

Trustee Gary Britten.
Haar, who has served 19 years, was 

reelected in 2019 in a four-way race.
“While I fully intended to serve 

my full term as fiscal officer, the 
atmosphere here is no longer 
conducive to my mental and physical 
well-being,” Haar wrote in her 
resignation letter to trustees. “When 
I chose to run again, I felt that I could 
still make a difference in Perrysburg 
Township and serve its citizens well. 
Unfortunately, due to circumstances 

Eastwood
may forego 
cash request

By Marie Thomas-Baird
mthomas@aimmediamidwest.com

PEMBERVILLE — 
Eastwood Local Schools 
is anticipating a cash fund 
balance of more than $5 
million in five years.

That should push back 
an expected levy request 
in 2023 for new money.

District Treasurer Brad 
McCracken presented his 
five-year forecast at the 
board of education’s May 
meeting.

With the improvements 
seen in revenues – specifi-
cally no additional state 
funding cuts and a drop 
in income tax lower than 
expected – McCracken 
thinks the district can 
push out the need for new 
money.

“I don’t think we will 
be on the ballot as antici-
pated in 2023,” he said.

Revenues stay flat at 
around $19.50 million for 
the next five years.

McCracken is expect-
ing increased property 
tax revenues by $150,000 
over the next five years 
and noted that a reduc-
tion in property tax valua-
tions occurred in calendar 
year 2021.

He also projects an 
increase of only $170,000 
in earned income tax rev-
enue. While income tax 
collection was up 4.9% 
in fiscal year 2020, the 
shutdown due to the pan-
demic caused a decrease 
of 0.39% for this fiscal 
year.

McCracken said he is 
forecasting a recovery 
in collection to the pre-
coronavirus levels and 
with limited housing 
available in the district, 
he is not anticipating 
new revenues from new 
residents.

He also kept state fund-
ing flat at $6.20 million 
but expects cuts due 
to the “wealth factor” 
increase due to the Nexus 
property tax valuation.

McCracken said 
his forecast includes 
anticipated revenues of 
$739,410 from the Nexus 
pipeline in fiscal year 
2022. Nexus has filed its 
third appeal, asking for 
a tax valuation at 38% 
of what was originally 
reported.

“There is significant 
risk that that Nexus may 
enter bankruptcy and due 
to that possibility, on-time 
property tax revenues 
from the Nexus pipeline 
are highly uncertain,” 
McCracken said in his 
report.

The news that Peloton 
will be constructing its 
first U.S. factory in Troy 
Township will bring 
another $389,000 to the 
district starting in 2024. 
The announcement was 
made after the forecast 
was presented.

The Peloton enterprise 
zone tax abatement deal 
would give $389,000 a 
year to Eastwood for 
15 years and $43,000 to 
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and commerce for the second consecutive year
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Chris Dauer, right, and John Franks plant corn Monday afternoon on the property of the Carter Historic Farm just north of Bowling Green. The two were using tractors 
from 1939 and an open pollinate corn seed to plant, common for the 1930s-era farm.
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