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COMETS WIN SWC OPENER
Amherst outlasts North Ridgeville in five sets to begin 
conference volleyball play with victory SPORTS, C1
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FOWL PLAY
Chicken Costume Contest a hit  
as fair continues LOCAL, B1

Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — Lorain County commis-
sioners committed $4 million Tues-
day to a planned Crisis Stabilization 
Center, a one-stop center for those 
battling addiction and mental illness 
who otherwise might end up in jail or 
a hospital.

The vote was 2-0, with Commis-
sioner David Moore voting “present” 

on the issue.
He accused his colleagues Michelle 

Hung and Matt Lundy of “changing 
the narrative” and the board’s Tuesday 
agenda to take attention away from 
controversy over an inappropriate 
relationship Hung had with a former 
subordinate and the firing of former 
County Administrator Tom Williams.

The funding is a match to the $4 
million the Mental Health, Addic-
tion and Recovery Services Board of 
Lorain County committed to the proj-
ect in May.

Michael Doud, executive director of 
MHARS, told commissioners the plan 
is to break ground by the end of the 
year with construction to take 16 to 18 

months on land owned by The Nord 
Center at 6140 S. Broadway in Lorain.

“There’s a lot of attention on this 
project in Lorain County,” he said.

The goal, Doud said, is to use the 
center to help nonviolent criminal 
offenders experiencing mental illness 
and addiction by diverting them away 
from jails and into a center where 
they can receive treatment services 
paid for by Medicaid and the MHARS 
board.

The MHARS board also voted in 
May to make nearly $4.9 million 
in service payments for uninsured 
patients at the center over the next 
five years, and $680,000 annually 
thereafter.

The Ohio Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services is pro-
viding another $750,000 to Lorain 
County to assist in providing services 
at the center, a nearly $9 million, 
32-bed facility.

Once built, the center will be a place 
where families, hospitals or police 
can send those in mental health or 
substance abuse crisis for up to 23 
hours for observation. Social service 
workers will then work to find a treat-
ment or other mental health facility 
for further care.

“At this point, we are ready to move 
forward,” Doud said.

“To say I’m excited doesn’t do it 
justice,” Don Schiffbauer, CEO of The 

Nord Center, told commissioners. He 
said the center will treat both mental 
illness and substance use disorder 
more efficiently than a jail or hospi-
tal can, calling the Crisis Stabiliza-
tion Center “an emergency room” for 
those afflictions.

Lorain County has great emergency 
rooms, “and they do the best they can 
to serve the behavioral health and 
substance abuse crises that come 
in,” but the center will include social 
workers, case managers and peer 
support specialists who have been 
through addiction or mental illness 
crises and know those issues first-
hand.

LORAIN COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

$4M planned for crisis center
Moore accuses 
his colleagues  
of ‘playing politics’

The vote was 2-0, with Commissioner David Moore voting “present” on the issue. ... The funding is a match to the  
$4 million the Mental Health, Addiction and Recovery Services Board of Lorain County committed to the project in May.
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Carissa Woytach
The Chronicle-Telegram

LORAIN — Lorain Schools will require all students 
and staff to wear masks for at least the next eight weeks. 

During a Board of Education meeting Tuesday eve-
ning, members unanimously agreed to require masks, 
while receiving updates at each meeting, to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19 among staff and students.

Board member Yvonne Johnson was absent. 
There currently are 77 students and adults impacted 

by the coronavirus through contact tracing — either 
testing positive, coming in contact with someone who 
has tested positive or quarantined. 

Of those 77 individuals, 47 are quarantined, according 
to Executive Director of Family and Community Rela-
tions Jeff Keruski. Quarantines are required for unvacci-
nated individuals who come in contact with those who 
have the virus. 

Board members discussed at length whether to 
require masks for students and staff, as many of the 
cases already in the schools came from contact outside 
school or in elementary buildings. Students 11 years old 
and younger already were required to wear masks as 
they are unable to get the vaccine. Masks were strongly 
encouraged for unvaccinated individuals 11 and older. 

LORAIN SCHOOLS

Masks 
required 
for all staff, 
students

Jason Hawk
The Chronicle-Telegram

WELLINGTON — The bulls were in the 
mood for mayhem.

The first one out of the pen Tuesday 
night did serious damage, leaping, throw-
ing its hind legs high into the air and its 
rider into the dust.

Copsey Bogel wound up in the dirt as 
Lorain County Fair spectators jumped to 
their feet in horror.

The scene played out in mere seconds 
— Bogel lay there, apparently unconscious, 
blood trickling from his mouth. Rodeo 
clowns jumped to the rescue, distracting the 
furious bull and goading it back into its gated 
enclosure while EMTs were called in to help.

While a LifeFlight helicopter was called 
to land on Pitts Road, Bogel was placed on 
a stretcher and driven out of the grand-
stand arena.

The violence kept an unlucky streak 
going for A Bar Rodeo Production. The 
Bluffton company’s bullriders had taken a 
beating the prior 15 shows, according to an 
announcement made just before the fair 
spectacle started.

That’s “because they took time off during 
the pandemic, but the bulls didn’t,” the 
announcer said.

When Blayne Hess climbed atop a bull 
Tuesday night, it was far from his first 
rodeo, and he did so knowing he, like 
Bogel, is not invincible.

In fact, it wasn’t long ago Hess himself had 
been carted away on an ambulance after 

being thrown from a bull’s back, he said.
Hailing from Arcanum, the 19-year-

old has been a buckaroo in thousands of 
shows. He started riding sheep at age 5 — 
that’s training wheels in his line of work — 
and made his way up to calves.

“I love the rush. It feels great, and it’s just 
amazing fun,” Hess said. “Either it’s for you 
or it’s not for you. It’s that simple.”

Brian Featheringill, shoot boss and arena 

director for A Bar Rodeo, said it’s his job to 
make sure everything runs smoothly. But 
there is no way to protect bullriders com-
pletely, he said. The danger is real, and he 
predicted Lorain County crowds would see 
some buckaroos take hard knocks.

“You take your chances of getting 
stepped on, kicked, horned. But they’re 
pretty protected out there, too,” he said.

Rider injured at Lorain County Fair

Board will reassess in 8 weeks
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Copsey Bogel is injured after being thrown from a bull while competing in the rodeo at the Lorain County Fair on 
Tuesday evening. He appeared to be unconscious before EMTs were called to the scene and Bogel was taken by 
stretcher from the grandstand area. An update on his condition was not immediately available.

LIFEFLIGHT CALLED TO RODEO

Copsey Bogel is thrown from a bull while competing in the rodeo at the Lorain 
County Fair. He was injured and taken by stretcher frpm the grandstand area.

Jeff Amy
The Associated Press

ATLANTA— A few weeks into the new school year, 
growing numbers of U.S. districts have halted in-person 
learning or switched to hybrid models because of rap-
idly mounting coronavirus infections.

More than 80 school districts or charter networks 
have closed or delayed in-person classes for at least one 
entire school in more than a dozen states. Others have 
sent home whole grade levels or asked half their stu-
dents to stay home on hybrid schedules.

The setbacks in mostly small, rural districts that were 
among the first to return dampen hopes for a sustained, 
widespread return to classrooms after two years of 
schooling disrupted by the pandemic.

In Georgia, where in-person classes are on hold in more 
than 20 districts that started the school year without mask 
requirements, some superintendents say the virus appeared 
to be spreading in schools before they sent students home.

U.S. virus cases 
force reversals on 
in-person school
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INSIDE, A2
Ohio House Republicans debate 

anti-vaccination bill again
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