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Dave O’Brien
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ELYRIA — A jury deliberated for less 
than a day before finding an Elyria 
woman guilty of stabbing another 
woman to death during a fight inside 
a Middle Avenue home. 

Eboni McElroy, 20, was found guilty 
of one count of murder, one count of 

felonious assault and one count of 
tampering with evidence.

Jurors also found McElroy not guilty 
of two additional counts of murder 
and one additional count of felonious 
assault in the May 8, 2020, stabbing 
death of 20-year-old Isis Bennett of 
Elyria. 

The jury began deliberating at 
3 p.m. Thursday and stayed at the 

courthouse through about 7:30 p.m., 
when the verdict was announced, 
according to court officials.  

Lorain County Common Pleas 
Judge Raymond Ewers will sentence 
McElroy at a later date once a presen-
tence investigation is conducted by 
the county’s Adult Probation Depart-
ment.

During the weeklong trial, jurors 

heard testimony that Bennett and 
Estaban Gutierrez, whom McElroy 
had been dating for two years, had 
begun texting each other and planned 
to have lunch the day of Bennett’s 
death.

McElroy discovered the messages, 
and testified that she had again 
caught Gutierrez cheating on her. 
Testimony was heard that cheating 

had been a theme during the couple’s 
two-year relationship. 

McElroy put up a Facebook post in 
the hours prior to the fatal stabbing 
and an online argument occurred, 
with McElroy, her sister, her cousin 
and Bennett going back and forth 
with invitations to fight.

McElroy guilty of murder
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ELYRIA — Mayor Frank 
Whitfield has vetoed legisla-
tion on the former Shane Fur-
niture building, putting the 
topic back on the table for City 
Council next week. 

On June 15, Council voted 
to authorize the city to move 
forward with abating multiple 
violations at 327 Broad St. 

Whitfield notified City Coun-
cil members that he vetoed the 
legislation last week. He said 
that came after both internal 
and external conversations 
about the future of the build-
ing. 

For more than a year, Whit-
field said he had been engaged 
in conversations and negoti-
ations over 327 Broad St. He 
said they were making progress 
when the building was con-

demned by the city and City 
Council chose to move forward 
with the abatement. 

“This threw off our planning 
timeline,” Whitfield said. 

Building Inspector Darryl 
Farkas has detailed the many 
code violations inside the 
building, including the lack of 
a fire suppression system, par-
tial building collapses and a 
subcellar filled with water. 

An appeal was not filed by 
the owners, leaving it up to 
the city to decide what would 
come next. When the building 
was condemned April 12, the 
owners had 30 days to appeal.

In March, the Building 
Department received permis-
sion from a Howard Hanna 
agent to inspect the inside of 
the building. The department 
cannot inspect the inside of a 
building without permission. 

Mayor vetoes 
abatement 
ordinance
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ELYRIA — Two years after 
his death, those close to Isa-
iah Robinson remember him 
as a family man known for his 
barbecues, endless jokes and 
positivity.

Robinson, 39, was shot and 
killed by Elyria police officers 
on July 2, 2019, at the Mara-
thon Gas station at East Ave-
nue and Fuller Road.

More than 50 of Robinson’s 
friends and family gathered at 
the gas station to remember 
him not for what happened in 

2019, but for the years of mem-
ories he gave them prior. Many 
came from out of state for the 
annual gathering.

Cars honked in support 
when passing the group, and 
stopped patiently to let late 
comers cross the road from the 
Carlisle Cafe to join it. 

“They took my heart” when 
Robinson died, said his mother, 
Michelle Gray.

“I miss him every second 
of the day,” she said, stopping 
choking back tears. 

Man killed 
by police 
remembered
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Michelle Gray, Isaiah Robinson’s mother, speaks Friday 
about her son, remembering him as a man who loved his 
family, barbecues with friends and family.

There are plenty of 
chances this weekend to 
show red, white and blue 
pride. Here’s a quick guide 
to fireworks and festivals 
celebrating the anniversary 
of America’s independence.

Avon
The Avon Bike Parade will 

begin at 10 a.m. today, starting 
from and finishing at the Avon 
Aquatic Center, 36365 Detroit 
Road. Riders will be escorted 
by police and firefighters.

Decorate your bike, wagon or 
stroller to take on the mile-long 
route, or watch the parade on 
Healthway Drive.

Fireworks will be set off from 
Mercy Health Stadium after 
Lake Erie Crushers games 
today and Sunday. City-
sponsored fireworks today will 
be larger.

Grafton
Grafton will host its 

celebration today with a parade, 
concert and fireworks show.

A preconcert parade will 
start at 5:30 p.m. along Main 
Street from Railroad Street to 
Willow Park. Lineup will be at 
4:30 p.m. at the police station 
on Chestnut Street. Anyone 
interested in participating may 
call Melissa Janowski at (440) 
220-8885.

The concert will feature the 
Doman Brothers Band and 
Lorain County Allstars. It will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. on the village 
green, so bring lawn chairs and 
blankets.

The Grafton Village Fireman’s 
Association will sell adult 
beverages, burgers, hot dogs, 
snacks and soft drinks. Grafton 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
3341 will host a 50-50 drawing 
with proceeds dedicated to the 
development and construction 
of a new veterans memorial in 

Grafton in 2022 or 2023.
Fireworks will begin 9:45-

10 p.m. Parking at Willow 
Park and Reservoir Park will 
be available with a capacity 
limit to be determined by 
Grafton police the day of the 
event. Once parking reaches 
capacity, park entrances will 
be blocked to incoming traffic. 
Grafton recommends people 
arrive early, remain patient and 
respect others.

The rain date will be July 10.

Lorain
The Lorain Port and Finance 

Authority will present a 
fireworks display at dusk 
Sunday from the Mile-Long Pier, 
301 Lakeside Ave. The rain date 
is Monday.

North	Ridgeville
The Freedom Festival and 

Fireworks will be held starting 
at 6 p.m. today at Victory Park 

Ohio, 7777 Victory Lane. There 
will be food, an inflatable village, 
bubble soccer, a hayride, face 
painting, a magic show and 
other activities. Fireworks will 
start around 10 p.m.

Tickets are available in 
advance only at victoryparkohio.
com. Net proceeds will benefit 
North Ridgeville Community 
Care and the Canine 
Superheroes Foundation.

Oberlin
Fireworks will be set off 

at dusk on Sunday from the 
Hamilton Recreation Complex 
on West Hamilton Street. The 
rain date is Monday.

Rochester
The Rochester Homecoming 

Fourth of July Festival will 
celebrate its 101st anniversary 
today at the Eagle Street Park 
and fire station.

Red, white and boom in Elyria
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Fireworks light up the sky Friday night over West Park in Elyria to the delight of onlookers. Independence Day 
celebrations are taking place around Lorain County this weekend. 
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Fireworks, festivities, parades to continue through weekend

‘HE BROUGHT LIGHT TO A LOT OF PEOPLE’
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FORMER SHANE BUILDING

FATAL STABBING TRIAL
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