
By Mary Ellen Podmolik
Chicago Tribune

President Joe Biden on 
Thursday signed a bill that 
makes Juneteenth a federal 
holiday, meaning most federal 
employees get a paid day off 
Friday.

So will employees in Cook 
County and Illinois government 
offices. But the U.S. Postal 
Service will deliver mail Friday 
and Saturday; it said it was not 
possible to cease operations on 
short notice.

But what if you don’t work for 
the government? What are the 
chances you’re going to get a 
paid day off without losing one 
of the ones you already have?

The day — June 19 — com-
memorates the day in 1865 that 
Union troops arrived in Galves-

ton, Texas, and informed the 
last enslaved Black Americans 
that the Civil War had ended 
and they were free. Like other 
federal holidays, if the day lands 
on a weekend, it is observed on 
either Friday or Monday.

Illinois Gov. J.B Pritzker 
signed a bill Thursday to make 
Juneteenth a state holiday, 
beginning next year, but 

announced state offices would 
be closed Friday after Biden’s 
action. In December, Cook 
County made Juneteenth one 
of 14 government holidays, so 
county employees have Friday 
off.

Some companies already 
made the call to formally 
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Photos by Amanda Wilson -The Lima News
West Minster Volunteer firefighter Patrick Coon fries the tenders during the Pork Rind Festival on Friday evening.

Harrod’s Pork 
Rind Festival

Sharon King hugs and congratulates the Pork Rind Princess, 8-year-
old Jordis Rex, during the Pork Rind Festival on Friday evening.

Terry Shaw, president of the West Minster Fire Department, seasons 
the rinds during the Pork Rind Festival on Friday evening.

Rinds being seasoned Friday evening.

Government moves 
quickly to close on 
Juneteenth holiday
By Trevor Hubert
thubert@limanews.com

LIMA — When President 
Joe Biden signed a bill into law 
on Thursday recognizing June-
teenth as a federal holiday, local 
governments across the country 
moved quickly to heed that 
recognition, including in Allen 
County and Lima.

Allen County government 
offices, probate and juvenile 
courts, and the Allen County 
Public Health Authority all 
closed down for the holiday on 
Friday.

Some colleges and universi-
ties have closed and canceled 
classes for the day, including 
Ohio State. Locally, Rhodes 
State College will decide on 

Monday if they will choose 
to observe Juneteenth in the 
future.

Ohio Governor Mike DeW-
ine also issued a statement 
saying that most state offices 
would be closed and most state 
employees would have the day 
off. DeWine also stated that he 
would support legislation to 
recognize Juneteenth as a state 
holiday.

Some essential services, such 
as the United States Postal 
Service, remained open but 
supportive of the holiday, stat-
ing that there was not enough 
notice to give postal workers 
the day off without causing 
delays. Essential services such

Who gets a 
paid day off for 
Juneteenth?

Abel Uribe/Chicago Tribune/TNS
Sam Williams and the St. Sabina Youth Choir perform June 16 at Daley Plaza during 
an event to announce the lighting of the Chicago skyline red for Juneteenth.

Welcome to the new national holiday

Investors 
‘cannot ignore’ 
transformation
By Kalea Hall and Breana Noble
The Detroit News

Legacy automakers General Motors Co. and 
Ford Motor Co. have used the past few months to 
demonstrate two advantages their electric-vehicle 
rivals can’t match: traditional vehicle businesses to 
generate cash and the scale to leverage that capital 
into EV investment.

Investors are notic-
ing, sending shares 
of Detroit’s Auto 1.0 
behemoths soaring by 
double digits as Tesla 
slumps 16% on the year 
and troubled startups, 
such as Lordstown 
Motors Corp., struggle 
to remain viable. With 
planned investments 
in the industry already 
soaring 41% year-over-
year to $330 billion by 
2025, according to con-
sulting firm AlixPart-
ners LLP, traditional 
automakers might have 

a big edge in the electrification profit desert com-
ing over the next several years.

“We do see this period as being a difficult period 
to go through, but not one anyone can wait out,” 
said Mark Wakefield, AlixPartners’ co-leader of the 
automotive and industrial practice. “While sales 
are not really at the inflection point in many plac-
es, the investment has reached an inflection point.”

On Wednesday, GM once again stomped on the 
accelerator: the Detroit automaker said it would 
increase its spending on electric and autonomous

Ford & GM

“But investors 
cannot ignore the 
transformation 
that’s going on at 
Ford and GM. It’s 
a renaissance of 
growth … it’s really 
the biggest change 
that we’ve seen 
since the 1950s for 
the auto industry.”

— Dan Ives,
Wedbush analyst
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