
By CARRI GRAHAM
Staff writer

CADIZ — After a little more 
than two years in the position, 
Village Administrator Ted An-
drzejewski announced his plan to 
retire this spring. 

On Thursday, Andrzejewski 
told Cadiz Village Council mem-
bers that he plans to retire May 1.

“There comes a time in a per-
son’s life when they know it’s time 
to call it a career, and I’ve come to 
that time in my life,” he said.

Andrzejewski took the position 
in early 2019. He said he has en-
joyed the job and working with 
the community.

“It’s time to begin the leisure-
ly time of my life. I want to thank 

everyone in the village that I’ve 
had the pleasure of working with, 
and best of luck to everyone,” he 
said.

He said council can begin the 
search for someone to fill the po-
sition and he will help with the 
transition.

“I will do what I can to help the 
new administrator,” he said.

Councilman Terry Capers 
thanked Andrzejewski for his 
work with the village.

“We appreciate everything 
you’ve done in the last two years 
for us. I wish you well,” he said.

Prior to Andrzejewski an-
nouncing his plans for retire-
ment, he gave his administrator’s 
report. 
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THE SUNDAY

COVID-19
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

According to the federal Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention, the reported illnesses 

have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 
and death for confirmed COVID-19 coronavirus 

cases. The following symptoms may appear two 
to 14 days after exposure:

ł Fever

ł Cough

ł Shortness of breath

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 
and develop a fever and symptoms, call your 

health care provider for medical advice.

CONFIRMED CASES
ł Jefferson County: 

4,920 (141 deaths)

ł Harrison County: 

1,033 (24 deaths)

ł Hancock County: 

1,416 (60 deaths)

ł Brooke County: 

1,973 (95 deaths)

ł Ohio: 848,594

(18,340 deaths)

ł West Virginia: 

137,092 (2,600 deaths)

By MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK — Students can safe-
ly sit just 3 feet apart in the class-
room as long as they wear masks 
but should be kept the usual 6 feet 
away from one another at sporting 
events, assemblies, lunch or chorus 
practice, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said Friday 
in relaxing its COVID-19 guidelines.

The revised recommendations 
represent a turn away from the 
6-foot standard that has sharply 
limited how many students some 
schools can accommodate. Some 
places have had to remove desks, 
stagger schedules and take other 
steps to keep children apart.

Three feet “gives school districts 
greater flexibility to have more 
students in for a prolonged period 
of time,” said Kevin Quinn, direc-
tor of maintenance and facilities at 
Mundelein High School in suburban 
Chicago.

In recent months,  schools in 
some states have been disregarding 
the CDC guidelines, using 3 feet as 
their standard. 

Studies of what happened in 
some of them helped sway the agen-
cy, said Greta Massetti, who leads 
the CDC’s community interventions 
task force.

“We don’t really have the evi-
dence that 6 feet is required in or-
der to maintain low spread,” she 
said. Also, younger children are 

less likely to get seriously ill from 
the coronavirus and don’t seem to 
spread it as much as adults do, and 
“that allows us that confidence that 
that 3 feet of physical distance is 
safe.”

CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Wal-
ensky said the revised recommenda-
tions are a “roadmap to help schools 
reopen safely, and remain open, 
for in-person instruction.” She said 
in-person schooling gives students 
not only “the education they need to 
succeed” but access to crucial social 
and mental health services.

The new guidance:
∫ Removes recommendations 

for plastic shields or other barriers 
between desks. 

CDC changes school guidance, desks can be closer

Associated Press

EASING RULES — In this March 18 photo, pre-kindergar-
ten students work on their school work at West Orange 
Elementary School in Orange, Calif. 
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By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

STEUBENVILLE — For a 
few minutes, anyway, Cher-
yl Reid and her family were 
at peace Wednesday.

Reid, a Steubenville res-
ident, had just watched the 
man convicted of beating 
her 32-year-old daughter, 
Brittany Littlejohn, shoot-
ing her, then stuffing her, 
naked, headfirst into a trash 
can and rolling it down the 
alley to a neighbor’s garage 
19 months ago, get sen-
tenced to life in prison. But 
before that sentence kicks 
in, 28-year-old Jason Cortez 
Twiley will have to com-
plete a separate, mandato-
ry three-year sentence for 
using a gun in the commis-
sion of Littlejohn’s murder, 
and at least eight years for 
aggravated arson because 
afterward he tried to burn 
her house down and, in the 
process, put her Maxwell 
Avenue neighbors and their 
properties at risk.

The Chicago native won’t 
be eligible for parole until 
he’s served at least 26 years 
in prison, according to the 
sentence handed down by 
Jefferson County Common 
Pleas Judge Joseph Bruzz-
ese.

“Last night was a good 
night for me,” Reid admits. 

COLUMBUS — A former 
county judge was selected Fri-
day by Republican Gov. Mike 
DeWine as the next chair of the 
Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio.

Jenifer French will succeed 
Sam Randazzo, who resigned as 
the state’s top utility regulator 
in November days after FBI 
agents searched his Columbus 
townhome and Akron-based 
FirstEnergy Corp. revealed 
company top executives had 
paid him $4.3 to end a consult-
ing contract.

FirstEnergy in U.S. Securi-
ties Exchange filings indicat-
ed the payment made a month 
before DeWine selected him as 
utilities commission chair was 
for future favors at the agency. 
Randazzo previously declined 
to comment about the payment.

The payment is part of a 
wide-ranging investigation into 
a tainted energy bill approved 
by the Ohio Legislature in July 
2019. Federal authorities have 
accused FirstEnergy of secret-
ly funding a $60 million bribery 
scheme to obtain passage of the 
bill that would have provided a 
$1 billion bailout to two Ohio 
nuclear power plants operated 
at the time by a wholly-owned 
subsidiary.

Then-Ohio House Speaker 
Larry Householder and four 
other men were  arrested and 
indicted on federal racketeer-

From staff reports

BLOOMINGDALE — Jefferson County 
Joint Vocational School students will return 
full-time when classes resume April 6.

Superintendent Todd Phillipson announced 
at the regular board meeting on Tuesday that 
an estimated 340 juniors and seniors will roam 
the halls together following Easter break, 
which is a definite sign that the site is return-
ing to some sense of normalcy.

“We could probably to back tomorrow once 
all of the staff is fully vaccinated,” Phillipson 
said. 

Carri Graham 

READY TO STEP DOWN — Cadiz Vil-
lage Administrator Ted Andrzejewski 
announced his plan to retire in May 
during Thursday’s council meeting.

Cadiz Village administrator planning to retire
JVS resuming at
full capacity in April

DeWine 
picks utility 
commission 
chair

Comfort in faith
Daughter’s killer sentenced, mother waiting for justice for murdered son

Linda Harris

TOGETHER — Cheryl Reid, center, hugged her nephew, Trey Jeter, and Elizabeth Greathouse on 
Wednesday after a 28-year-old Chicago man was sentenced to life in prison for murdering her daugh-
ter, Brittany Littlejohn, in 2019, just 29 days after her brother was gunned down on S. 7th Street in 
an as-yet unsolved murder. Reid said Greathouse and her late son, William, had planned to marry. 
Jeter said he realizes now “Brittany was all around this entire week, through the trial,” adding that 
she was “smiling down today, and up in Heaven keeping the family all together and having a great 
time up there.”
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Accident under investigation
WINTERSVILLE —Wintersville Police are 

investigating an accident Tuesday morning in 
which three people were injured.

Village Police Chief Art Fowler said a sport 
utility vehicle was turning into the King’s Restau-
rant parking lot when it was struck by a south-
bound sedan.

Fowler said the driver and a passenger in the 
SUV and the driver of the sedan were transport-
ed to Trinity Medical Center, from which one of 
the victims was transported by medical helicop-
ter to a Pittsburgh hospital.  

He said both vehicles sustained extensive 
damage.

Temporary lane closures set
STEUBENVILLE — Monday through Friday, 

sections of the westbound right lane of Sunset 
Boulevard from Steele Avenue to Cunningham 
Lane will be temporarily closed between 7 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.

According to the Steubenville Department of 
Public Works, the lane closures are needed so 
city crews can perform maintenance work within 
the city right-of-way.

Motorists are urged to exercise caution within 
the work area and to be alert for traffic pattern 
changes.

Toronto cemetery reminder issued
TORONTO — Individuals wanting to save 

their Christmas blankets on graves at Toronto 
Union Cemetery need to remove them by March 
31.

Workers will start removing them April 1, ac-
cording to cemetery bylaws.

Athletic committee to meet 
TORONTO —The Toronto school board’s ath-

letic committee will meet at 4:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Toronto Junior-Senior High School Library.

Two face fentanyl charges
WEIRTON — Two area residents are facing 

charges following a two-month long investiga-
tion by the Hancock-Brooke-Weirton Drug and 
Violent Crimes Task Force into the alleged traf-
ficking of fentanyl in the area.

John David Ingram, 44, and Christopher Lee 
Charles Cooper, 32, were arrested Wednesday, 
and charged with felony offenses of possession 
with the intent to deliver fentanyl and possession 
of fentanyl.

During the investigation, officers executed a 
search warrant at 317 South 17th St. in Weirton, 
where officers seized approximately 20 grams of 
fentanyl.

Both Ingram and Cooper are currently booked 
in the Northern Regional Jail. Cooper has a 
$75,000 surety/cash bond, while Ingram has no 
bond listed as of Friday afternoon.

The Hancock-Brooke-Weirton Drug and Vi-
olent Crimes Task Force is comprised of mem-
bers of the Weirton Police Department, Hancock 
County Sheriff’s Department, Brooke County 
Sheriff’s Department, West Virginia State Police 
and the Drug Enforcement Administration.

Road projects are scheduled
NEW PHILADELPHIA — The following con-

struction projects are anticipated to affect high-
ways in Jefferson and Harrison counties. All out-
lined work is weather permitting.

¯ State Route 7 restricted near Mingo Junction: 
State Route 7 is restricted to one lane of traffic 
in each direction due to a landslide. Future work 
will take place to repair the hillside. Information 
will be shared as it becomes available.

¯ State Route 164 closed south of Bergholz: 
State Route 164 is closed just south of Bergholz 
for a bridge replacement. Detour: State Route 
524 north to state Route 39, state Route 39 west to 
state Route 43, state Route 43 south back to state 
Route 164, and reverse. 

¯ State Route 151 upcoming daytime closure: 
Beginning March 29, state Route 151 will close 
just east of Bowerston for tree trimming work. 
Work hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Detour: State Route 212 west to state 
Route 164, state Route 154 north to state Route 
332, state Route 332 south back to state Route 
151, and reverse. Completion date is April 2.

¯ State Route 342 slide repair project: Located 
three miles west of Freeport. One lane of traffic 
is maintained via temporary traffic signals. The 
completion date is May 31.

Cadiz
Continued from Page 1A

He said Domino’s Pizza 
is in the process of build-
ing a new store near its 
current location on Lin-
coln Avenue. Once the 
new building is complete, 
it will begin tearing down 
the old store, transform-
ing it into a parking lot.

Andrzejewski said he 
met with a contractor re-
garding a standing water 
issue on the corner of the 
roadway near the store.

“There’s a problem on 
the corner with standing 
water, so when they tear 
down the old building we 
will get them the pipe and 
the contractor will do the 
excavating and put the 
pipe in for us. That will 
eliminate the problem 
that’s been there for a 
long time,” he said.

In other matters, Po-
lice Chief Ryan McCann 
said the Cadiz Business 
Association is planning a 
community festival to be 
held June 19. McCann is 
the president of the CBA. 
He said members would 
like to hold the festival 
along a portion of North 

Main Street.
“We would like to have 

a concert/festival uptown 
on the North Main Street 
side. … It will be a com-
munity event. Everyone’s 
been down in the dumps 
for the last year with 
COVID, and we just want 
to have something people 
can do,” he said.

McCann said the Hor-
ton Jones Band will pro-
vide live entertainment. 
There will also be a car 
show, along with food and 
beverages. 

The festival will also 
serve as a fundraiser for 
various local organiza-
tions including the CBA, 
Sally Buffalo Park for its 
new stage, the Cadiz Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
and more.

McCann asked council 
for permission to hang a 
banner in the square to 
advertise the event, and 
to have the street blocked 
off during the festival 
from the square to be-
low the fire department. 
Council unanimously ap-
proved the request. 

JVS
Continued from Page 1A

Students had been 
attending on a hybrid 
schedule since August be-
cause of COVID-19, and 
pupils used alternate days 
for labs and completing 
academic work remote-
ly. Those measures were 
taken to properly adhere 
to safety rules and Phil-
lipson said things were 
looking up.

“We are going back 
to five days,” he added. 
“We have very few being 
quarantined, and we’ve 
had no cases in a least 
two weeks. The staff also 
wanted to get the vaccine 
and we’ll have both of the 
shots.”

Phillipson said safety 
regulations will remain in 
place, but everyone was 
ready to complete the 
school year together.

In related matters, 
a few projects are on 
the horizon after the 
board approved more 
than $50,000 in upgrades 
which will take place this 
summer. 

Officials approved an 
agreement with Wilson 
Blacktop for $34,500 to 
pave sections at the rear 
of the building from the 
auto collision to welding 
lab; the Crestview Inn to 
central receiving; and the 
staff parking area and 
drive lane. A separate 
plan for $18,639 will de-

fray costs for M.L. Pend-
leton Painting to add a 
fresh coat to the auto col-
lision lab. 

Phillipson informed 
the board that a neigh-
boring property owner 
wanted to timber about 
30 acres of land and the 
JVS was looking to get 
involved and seek bids. 
Several preliminary 
price quotes were given, 
but leaders opted to seek 
more proposals for next 
month’s regular session.

“The timber funds can 
be used for seed money if 
we decide to extend the 
subdivision,” board Pres-
ident Larry George said. 
“It would be taken from 
the land to put back into 
the land.”

Meanwhile, leaders 
discussed hiring some-
one to help students seek 
off-campus jobs and 
meet federal guidelines. 
George said current fac-
ulty could be asked to 
assist, for now, but the 
board could consider hir-
ing someone to fill the 
post next year.

“Todd and I talked 
about a position for trying 
to find our kids work,” he 
said. “I supported that we 
talk to vocational instruc-
tors since everyone has 
advisory committee.”

Leaders agreed to get 
business information 

while Supervisor/Assis-
tant Principal Andy Long 
drafted a letter to recruit 
their assistance.

“The government 
wants this done so badly 
so at least we are trying,” 
George commented. “We 
can still reach out and get 
something accomplished 
and let folks know we’d 
like to serve them. Once 
this (COVID-19) turns 
around, the businesses 
might be swamped and 
need help.”

Among other action:
¯ Hartman informed 

the board that 155 appli-
cations were approved 
for incoming juniors and 
he anticipated 132 seniors 
next year. Current pro-
jections put total enroll-
ment at 287 but Hartman 
said he was optimistic and 
figures could rise beyond 
300 students. He added 
that an open house was 
set for March 30 while 
some students have par-
ticipated in Shadow Days, 
where they visited poten-
tial labs and spoke to offi-
cials about the programs;

¯ Long said 13 JVS 
students advanced to the 
Ohio SkillsUSA competi-
tion, which will be a mix 
of virtual and in-person 
contests. Three students 
were expected to attend 
events in Columbus;

¯ Officials discussed 

extending paraprofes-
sionals’ positions at the 
school. Phillipson said a 
plan could be developed 
for next year to possibly 
hire someone. He noted 
that grant funding was 
being used to pay for the 
two positions.

¯ The board approved 
the addition of Stephanie 
Davis to the winter term 
for adult education class;

¯ The board approved 
payment to the Jefferson 
County Educational Ser-
vice Center for Virtual 
Learning Academy ex-
penses;

¯ Officials approved 
the purchase of four ad-
ditional Chromebooks 
for staff, as well as lap-
top bags, Bluetooth mice 
and USB adapters for 
new Chromebooks from 
CDW-G;

¯ Leaders approved 
articulation agreements 
with Eastern Gateway 
Community College for 
college credit for busi-
ness management, early 
childhood education and 
practical nursing to LPN 
to ADN associate of ap-
plied science;

¯ The board announced 
the third marketing peri-
od will end Friday while 
Easter recess runs from 
April 1-5;

¯ The next board meet-
ing was set for April 20.

Faith
Continued from Page 1A

“But I won’t be able to 
sleep really good until I 
get justice for my son, 
too. I’ve just got to take 
it day-by-day, but it does 
hurt. It hurts every day, 
all day.”

Reid’s son, William, 
was gunned down on 
South Seventh Street, 
across the street from 
Market Square Apart-
ments, July 11, 2019, al-
most one month to the 
day before his sister’s 
murder. His killer hasn’t 
been found.

Reid said children 
should die of natural 
causes, “not because 
somebody decides to kill 
them.”

“My son, he was the 
same as Brittany — lov-
ing, caring,” Reid said. 
“I’m not saying he was 
perfect, not by any means. 
But he was perfect to us ... 
they were perfect to us.”

She said William had 
served time in prison, and 
after his release had tried 
to make amends.

“(Prison) changed his 
life,” she said. 

After his release, “he 
went around apologizing 
to everyone he’d hurt. 
I’m super thankful he saw 
the error of his ways and 
chose to move on.”

Reid describes her late 
daughter as the glue that 
brought the family to-
gether, the keeper of fam-
ily traditions — the one 
who’d organize family 
outings and whose house 
they’d all gravitate to.

She said none of them 
had liked Twiley or trust-
ed him with Brittany. At 
the trial, she and her sur-
viving daughter, Brandy 
Ross, and several of Brit-
tany’s friends told jurors 
they’d heard him threat-
ening her. One said they’d 
heard him muttering how 
he “murds people,” anoth-
er witnessed him actually 
wrap his hands around 
Brittany’s neck and choke 
her because she’d dared 
to step between him and 
one of her friends when 
he was in a rage. The 
weekend of her death, 
they watched him slash 
Brittany’s car tires.

“We tolerated him 
because that was what 

Brittany wanted,” Reid 
said. “We couldn’t live 
her life — all we could do 
was give her advice, and 
whatever she chooses, 
that’s up to her. I’m just 
really sorry this is (what) 
we had to (go through), or 
that anybody would have 
to (go through).”

Reid said Brittany 
had a love for life that 
was as big as her heart, 
and couldn’t pass some-
one in need without try-
ing to help them. She 
said her daughter came 
home from work once 
and found a guy who’d 
been doing some repairs 
for her sleeping on her 
porch because he had no-
where to go. Reid said her 
daughter took him inside, 
let him get showered and 
fed him, then fixed him 
a place where he could 
sleep until he got on his 
feet.

“If someone needed 
it, she would give you 
the shirt off her back,” 
Reid said. “She would see 
someone standing on the 
side of the road with a 
sign or a broken veteran, 
whatever — she’d look for 
change to give them and 
if she didn’t have change, 
she’d give them whatever 
she had, if it was $5 or $10 

or $20. She took hungry 
people in and fed them, 
she’d give them clothes.”

Reid said her daughter 
also had a soft spot for 
kids, and thinks that’s one 
of the reasons Brittany 
balked at walking away 
from Twiley, who had a 
son by a previous rela-
tionship when he came 
into her life.

“She was a sucker for 
babies, she loved babies,” 
Reid said. “She’d never 
turn her back on a baby. 
That’s another reason 
why he got to stay, be-
cause of that little boy — 
he wasn’t even a year old 
(then).”

“Brittany just wanted 
to be loved,” Reid add-
ed. “She was always giv-
ing and never asked for 
anything back. All she 
did was look for love and 
she found the devil. Look 
what the devil did.”

The devil Reid’s refer-
ring to, of course, is Twi-
ley.

“For him to do some-
thing like that ... throw 
her in a trash can, upside 
down, buck naked ... who 
else would do something 
like that but the devil?” 
her mother asked.

She said Brittany’s 
daughter and son, now 

15 and 9, miss their 
mother and uncle terri-
bly and are still strug-
gling through their grief. 
Their aunt, Brandy Ross, 
told the court it’s been 
heart-wrenching for the 
family to watch. ‘

“The kids know she 
was murdered,” Reid 
said. “They know it was 
Satan who did it, not God. 
I don’t want the kids to 
think God would ever do 
something like that.”

Both kids have had dif-
ficulty adjusting to their 
new reality.

“They understand to 
a certain extent. But we 
keep them busy and we 
teach them about God and 
about having faith. My 
grandbabies pray before 
they eat and before they 
sleep. They understand 
faith, to the best of their 
ability.”

Reid said a few days 
ago she managed to talk 
her young grandson into 
taking a cloth downstairs 
to dust the urns that hold 
the ashes of  his mother 
and uncle.

“I told him it would be 
OK, just go talk to your 
mom, talk to your uncle,” 
she said. “I let him do it 
and he cried.”

She bristles at the idea 
that anyone would think 
either of her kids being 
murdered was God’s will. 
That, she insists, is pure-
ly the devil testing their 
faith. She said it’s God 
who is shepherding them 
through it.

“If I didn’t have faith 
in God, I’ll tell you, truth-
fully, I don’t know where 
I’d be. God is my protec-
tor, my healer. He is al-
ways with me no matter 
what the situation is,” she 
said.

“All of us have faith. 
We know who is in charge, 
and that’s God. We know 
God didn’t take my daugh-
ter or my son, it was the 
work of Satan. Satan took 
them to get to me, I think, 
but Satan can’t have me. 
I am always going to be-
lieve in God, I’m always 
going to have that faith 
that he will prevail, and 
so will my family. Satan 
took them, but God has 
them.” 

Contributed

FAMILY — Brittany Littlejohn with members of her fam-
ily in happier times. Littlejohn, 32, was murdered 19 
months ago. On Wednesday her killer, Jason Twiley, was 
sentenced to life in prison for murder and aggravated ar-
son.

Chair
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ing charges last July. 
Householder has pleaded 
not guilty.

French, a Republican, 
narrowly lost reelection 
for a Franklin County 
judgeship in November. 
Her resume submitted to 
the utilities commission 
nominating council says 
she previously worked 
as a civil litigator for law 
firms in Columbus and 
San Diego. She was elect-
ed as judge in 2014. She 
served as a a City Council 
member in the Columbus 

suburb of Westerville 
from 2011 to 2015.

During a forum Friday, 
DeWine called French a 
“very smart judge, some-
one who has a reputation 
for studying the facts, 
taking a very complex set 
of facts, digging through 
that to come to just a res-
olution.”

He also noted that she 
has no background in the 
electric industry.

“Which I think in this 
unique point in time, is a 
real asset,” DeWine said.

Desks
Continued from Page 1A

“We don’t have a lot of 
evidence of their effec-
tiveness” in preventing 
transmission, Massetti 
said.

∫ Advises at least 3 feet 
of space between desks in 
elementary schools, even 
in towns and cities where 
community spread is high, 
so long as students and 
teachers wear masks and 
take other precautions. 

∫ Says spacing can also 
be 3 feet in middle and 
high schools, so long as 
there is not a high level of 

spread in the community. 
If there is, the distance 
should be at least 6 feet.

The CDC said 6 feet 
should still be maintained 
in common areas, such as 
school lobbies, and when 
masks can’t be worn, such 
as when eating.

Also, students should 
be kept 6 feet apart in sit-
uations where there are 
a lot of people talking, 
cheering or singing, all of 
which can expel droplets 
containing the coronavi-
rus. 


