
Service through pictures, communicating

By JANICE KIASKI
Community editor

A “typical day” for Master Sgt. Kelly Goonan as 
superintendent of the 920th Rescue Wing Public Af-
fairs office at Patrick Space Force Base in Florida 
is anything but ordinary.

And that, according to the 2006 graduate of 
Brooke High School, is one of the best things about 
her job.

“I could be flying in one of our HH-60G Pave 
Hawk helicopters, documenting (photographing) 
their training, or I could be flying a night training 
event with our HC-130J Combat King II aircraft 
documenting what they’re doing,” Goonan wrote in 
response to e-mailed questions.

“I could be organizing/preparing training for my 
airmen, scheduling social media posts for my wing, 
editing/reviewing articles for website/social media 
publication or simply visiting the units within my 
wing in search of the next story to pursue,” noted 
the daughter of Anna Dailey of New Cumberland 
and attorney William Galloway of Weirton.

“My wing’s mission is dynamic and amazing. We 
are the only rescue wing in the Air Force Reserve 
Command. The 920th Rescue Wing is a combined 
arms team of special mission personnel and avi-
ation. Our mission is to plan, lead and conduct 
military rescue operations to deny competitors and 
adversaries exploitation of isolated personnel.”

Patrick Space Force Base is located between 
Satellite Beach and Cocoa Beach in Brevard County. 
She resides with her husband, a gunnery sergeant 
(E-7) who is active-duty Marine Corps and has been 
in the service about 17 ½ years.

Goonan, whose rank is master sergeant (E-7), 
oversees the training and manning of reserve public 
affairs personnel assigned to her office, but also 
deals with community relations; is a trusted adviser 
to wing leadership (commanders); writes and edits 
articles for publication; manages the 920th Rescue 
Wing base website and social media accounts; and 
talks with the media and prepares press releases.

“I’ve been trained on how to create video content 
as well as generate full news broadcasts to include 
anchoring, but I rarely use that skill set because it’s 
not my strongest,” Goonan wrote.

Her specialty is photography — “so I do take 
pictures of training events, historical events and 
mishaps if there are any.”

“My photographs and articles have been pub-
lished in worldwide venues including Stars & 

Stripes, Air Force Magazine, Air Force Association 
Daily Report, National Trade Journal, Air Force 
Almanac, local newspapers, the Lockheed Martin 
Galaxy Report and international French Magazine 
Aviation,” Goonan wrote. “I’ve had photos used 
by the Senate Armed Service Committee during 
meetings on Air Force restructure. I also have seen 
my photos in restaurants (Applebee’s) and hotels 
(Hampton Inn). All of my photography and other 
work is completely free to use for anyone  — being 
a military photographer means I hold no copyright 
protection which means no one has to ask for my 
permission to reprint any of my images so it’s 
always a nice surprise when I unexpectedly see my 
stuff hanging on walls,” she commented.

“I was hand-selected to provide outreach sup-
port during a humanitarian mission in 2012 where I 
traveled to Guatemala and Nicaragua and provided 
stories and photos seen worldwide through AFRC 
websites telling the story of the diversity of the Re-
serve Command’s heavy airlift mission,” she added.

One of her photos also hangs in Flutie’s Sports 
Pub in Plainville, Mass. The owner of that establish-
ment is former football star and commentator Doug 
Flutie.

In 2012, Goonan was stationed at the time at 
Westover, Air Reserve Base in Chicopee, Mass. “I 
was a senior airman (E-4) and still pretty new to the 
military and my career field. My first real assign-
ment for my office was to fly on board one of the 
wing’s C-5 Galaxy aircraft in January 2012,” she 
explained of what would be her first time flying in a 
military aircraft.

“I was charged with taking photos from the 
cockpit as they performed a flyover above Gillette 
Stadium before an American Football Conference 
playoff game between the New England Patriots 
and the Baltimore Ravens,” she reminisced. “I was 
incredibly nervous — how on earth do I capture 
a flyover of a stadium that’s below the monstrous 
aircraft from the cockpit? I knew I’d only have one 
chance and if I missed it, I’d not ever get it again. 
Fortunately, I was able to capture the moment and 
all was well,” she continued.

“I’m not sure how long after, it had been months, 
though, that our office received a phone call from 
Mr. Flutie’s people. They called and asked how they 
could acquire rights to have that image printed to 
hang on a wall within a new bar he would be open-
ing. I was flabbergasted — it was an honor to have 
a phone call like that. I couldn’t believe how many 
people had seen something I produced — it was 
incredible,” she noted.

Goonan, who grew up in Weirton on Marland 
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CAMERA READY — Master Sgt. Kelly Goonan, a Brooke 
High School graduate, is superintendent of the 920th 
Rescue Wing Public Affairs office at Patrick Space Force 
Base in Florida. The photo shows her when as a then-
tech sergeant taking pictures and video from the inside 
of a 920th Rescue Wing HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter 
during a helicopter air-to-air refuel in which one of the 
wing’s HC-130 P/N Combat King aircraft (now retired 
from the fleet) connected with an HH-60G Pave Hawk 
over central Florida.

Joyce shares Vietnam experience largely kept to himself
By ANDREW GRIMM
Staff writer

 
STEUBENVILLE — Charlie 

Joyce bluntly said after his 
service in the Vietnam War, 
he “wanted to take the uni-
form off and pretend it didn’t 
happen.”

And, for several decades, 
he did keep a lot of his ex-
periences private. Recently, 
though, the 74-year-old former 
educator has opened up about 
his experience and shared his 
story with fellow members of 
the Rotary Club of Steuben-
ville during its Nov. 3 meeting.

The former Steubenville 
City Schools Superintendent 
and Franciscan University of 
Steubenville professor told 
those gathered his story, while 
standing at the podium and 
presenting a powerful Power-
Point presentation with photos 
from his time in Vietnam in 
1970-71.

“The truth is I probably 
said some things (during the 
presentation) that I never told 
my parents,” he said, noting 
he did not talk much about his 
experience until the last 10 or 
15 years.

His desire to put Vietnam 
behind him, he said, even pre-
vented him from being able to 
go to the Vietnam Wall during 
trips to Washington, D.C., and 
has made watching movies 
made about the war an emo-
tional experience.

“Quite frankly I watch 
them, and it chokes me up 
sometimes,” he said.

“It stays with you,” he said 

while telling a story about how 
on the Fourth of July when 
he had returned, someone set 
off a firework, and he and his 
father, a World War II veteran, 
both hit the floor.

Joyce, who served in Char-
lie Company, 1st Platoon, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Calvary of the 
1st Calvary Division, said his 

story began at Ohio Universi-
ty, where he began receiving 
notices from the local draft 
board inquiring about when he 
would graduate.

Two weeks after gradu-
ation, he was drafted. Four 
months in, he became a squad 
leader.

Once in country, Joyce said 

the majority of his service was 
in Corps III, the portion of the 
country that contained what 
was then known as Saigon, now 
Ho Chi Minh City.

His first combat offensive, 
he said, was the 1970 offensive 
into Cambodia.

His company’s motto, he 
recalled, was “We kill for ice 
cream.”

He explained that every 
time they had an enemy 
casualty, and a helicopter 
was available, they would be 
brought ice cream and warm 
beer.

Joyce gave Rotarians a 
glimpse at what life was like, 
down to detailing how the sol-
diers drank that warm beer.

“We drank a lot of beer,” he 
said laughing. “I never drank 
warm beer in my life until I 
got to Vietnam. I can assure it 
is an acquired taste.”

In the field, he said, there 
were fire ants, snakes, scorpi-
ons, leeches and more, but the 
fire support bases always had 
rats.

“It was like they were wait-
ing for us to finish (building 
the bases),” he said of the rats.

May through October, Joyce 
said, was monsoon season, 
which he described as being 
unlike anything else he’s ever 
experienced.

“Picture yourself standing 
out in the sun, the sun is hot 
and you’re getting pelted with 
rain,” he said.

He said the members of his 
squad used to go to a small 
restaurant and order Coke and 
nouc da, the Vietnamese word 

for ice, until they discovered 
the ice had been made from 
muddy water taken from the 
river.

“Ice was at a premium. 
We noticed in the bottom of 
the glasses there was a silty, 
brownish material,” he said. 
“We survived. After that, we 
had Coca-Cola without nouc 
da.”

Joyce had items brought 
back from the war for those in 
attendance to look at displayed 
on a table — a North Vietnam-
ese officer’s pistol belt, Viet-
namese currency, a propagan-
da slip, a Cheiu Hoi (free pass) 
slip for defectors and a P-38 
can opener.

He also detailed the weap-
ons he carried and the mem-
bers of his squad.

He recalled the children in 
Vietnam, stating “They were 
not unlike children in America, 
except they were growing up 
in a war zone.”

He recalled one boy in par-
ticular with whom he shared 
chocolate sent by his mother 
from back home in Winters-
ville.

“They were sweet souls,” he 
said.

He said recent events with 
the U.S. withdrawal from 
Afghanistan made him think of 
his interpreters in Vietnam.

“This year, when I, like a lot 
of you, watched the Afghani-
stan withdrawal, and the big 
(stories) about the interpret-
ers, I thought about this guy,” 
Joyce said, pointing to a photo 
on the screen of his interpret-

Andrew Grimm

IT REALLY HAPPENED — Though Vietnam War veteran Charlie Joyce 
initially tried to forget about his service in the military, the former 
Steubenville City Schools superintendent and professor at Francis-
can University of Steubenville ultimately opened up about his expe-
riences and has since shared them in recent years, including at the 
Nov. 3 meeting of the Rotary Club of Steubenville.
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Follansbee man defended Aleutian Islands
By WARREN SCOTT
Staff writer

FOLLANSBEE — Being de-
ployed to fight off Japanese in-
vaders of the Aleutian Islands 
is among many highlights of 
the long life of John Panza, 
who recently celebrated his 
100th birthday.

While the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor has become, 
as President Franklin Roos-
evelt put it, “a date which will 
live in infamy,” the World War 
II enemy’s invasion in 1942 
of the U.S.-owned islands is a 
lesser-known chapter of Amer-
ican history.

Panza was one of thousands 
of American and Canadian 
troops sent to ward off Japa-
nese troops who had landed 
on Kiska and Attu. He noted 
the islands are west of Alaska, 
then a U.S. territory, and about 
650 miles from Japan and were 
sought by the enemy for stra-
tegic purposes.

Panza said as vessels car-
ried him and other soldiers to 
Attu, their hulls were punc-
tured by the rocky coastline 
and nearly sunk.

It was the first of many 
challenges faced by the Allied 
troops, which often contended 
with severe cold and frozen 
terrain.

Panza said he was fortunate 
to have been there from May 
to September, which is the 
island’s warmer season, when 
the temperature could rise to 
little more than 57 degrees.

“The days were long. At 11 
or 12 o’clock, it was still light,” 
he recalled, while adding 
conditions remained compara-
tively frigid.

His division originally had 

been trained and equipped for 
jungle warfare in Africa, he 
noted, and was ill prepared for 
the cold climate. As a result, 
many suffered from frostbite.

“The first night it snowed 
on us. You couldn’t even dig a 
foxhole,” Panza said, adding 
some had created makeshift 
ones by piling layers of sod 
around themselves, much like 
building an igloo.

Panza said the Allied troops 
were at a disadvantage be-
cause there were no trees to 
provide cover and enemy forc-

es fired at them from higher 
elevations of the fog-shrouded 
terrain.

He said on his second or 
third day there, he and other 
soldiers encountered enemy 
troops above them in multiple 
directions. He heard two blasts 
in the direction of a fellow 
serviceman, and then … “We 
never saw him again.”

It wasn’t the only time 
Panza encountered enemy fire, 
but he said he was fortunate to 
have been struck only by rock 
that flew up from the ground 

when shots were fired near 
him.

Historians report the 
fighting culminated in a banzai 
attack on the Allied Forces and 
brutal hand-to-hand combat 
from which few Japanese 
survived.

“I think we only took about 
25 prisoners, and most of them 
were sick,” said Panza.

Between the two islands, 
there were more than 3,800 
U.S. casualties, including about 
550 who were killed while 
many others were injured or 
suffered severely from the 
cold.

Not all aspects of his tour 
of duty there were grim, as he 
recalled some soldiers fishing 
at a time when many salmon 
were spawning.

“When we left, the fish were 
going up. You could see all the 
fins in the bay,” Panza said, 
adding, “Some of the fish were 
really ugly. But guys who like 
to fish fish anywhere.”

While there, Panza learned 
to make pancakes and pow-
dered eggs for himself and 
others, noting the troops slept 
in tents, with four in each.

Panza had been out of high 
school two years and working 
for Follansbee Steel when he 
was drafted in 1942. The son 
of Italian immigrants, he was 5 
when his family traveled to the 
U.S. by boat.

After arriving at Ellis 
Island, they took a train to 
Steubenville and his father got 
a job at the former Follansbee 
Steel plant in Toronto.

Panza said his mother didn’t 
enroll him in school until he 
was nearly 7 “because she 
figured I didn’t know enough 
English” prior to that.

His family lived in Toronto 
for a while before moving to 
Weirton when Panza’s father 
went to work for Weirton 
Steel. Like many others, they 
endured the Great Depression.

“I remember going to the 
Weirton Christian Center and 
getting food,” he recalled of 
the aid he and other local fami-
lies received at the time.

After serving in the Aleu-
tian Islands, Panza was 
transferred to Hawaii, again 
for training in jungle fighting. 
But a case of asthma, possibly 
from that island’s volcanic 
dust, resulted in his being sent 
to a San Francisco military 
hospital for treatment.

After being released, Panza 
spent two more years in the 
Army in the Cape Cod area, 
which he enjoyed.

After returning home, he 
started a lengthy career at 
Weirton Steel and settled in 
the Hooverson Heights area of 
Follansbee with his wife of 67 
years, Antoinette.

The two had three children, 
Marguerite, Karen and John,-
followed by five grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
They and many other family 
members recently gathered to 
celebrate his 100th birthday.

Some traveled from Ala-
bama, the Carolinas and New 
York to be there. Among them 
was his younger sister, Anita 
Wargo of Tennessee.

Asked if he ever expected 
to be 100 years old, Panza said, 
“Never in all this world.”

Noting life expectancy has 
changed through the years, he 
said, “When I was growing up, 
48 was old. But I’m in fairly 
good shape, so I think I’m all 
right.”

Warren Scott

CENTENARIAN AND WORLD WAR II VET — John Panza of Follans-
bee was among troops dispatched to ward off Japanese invaders of 
the U.S.-owned Aleutian Islands, not far from Alaska, during World 
War II. Panza recently celebrated his 100th birthday.
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er in Vietnam, a Cambo-
dian named Chong. “He 
wanted to come home 
with me. Of course, that 
couldn’t happen.”

Charlie Company, he 
said, was chosen to be in-
volved with pacification 
efforts, or attempting 
to “win the hearts and 
minds.”

“We would actually 
live with the Vietnamese, 
eat with them, learn their 
customs and become 
their friends, then we 
would train them,” he 
said.

When his company 
departed Vietnam, Joyce 
had 25 days left to stay in 
country. A barbecue cel-
ebrating the rest of the 
squad getting to leave, he 
said, was the last time he 
saw most of those he had 
served with.

Joyce ended up finish-
ing his time in the mail 
room after passing the 
post office test, which 
he did not know he was 
taking, he said.

“Best job I ever had,” 
he joked.

He said he and his 
best friend, who he has 
been unable to contact, 
swam in the South China 
Sea together to be able to 
tell their grandchildren 
they had done it one day.

Perhaps the most 
powerful moment of the 
presentation was toward 
the end, when Joyce 
played a recording of a 
gun fire.

His platoon and anoth-
er, he said, set up guard 
at burned out French 
Church. Flashlights, 
which Joyce said were 
commonly used by the 
enemy when they were 
navigating the jungle, 
were spotted in the wood 

line two nights, and the 
second time an order was 
given to assume firing 
positions.

He recorded the 
sounds of the ensuing 
gunfire using a reel-to-
reel tape recorder — 
which he had used to lis-
ten to music his brother 
had sent him and he then 
sent back the tapes with 
recorded messages to his 
family. That audio, he 
played for the Rotarians.

He said looking 
through the pictures to 
prepare for the presen-
tation made him wonder, 
“Where are these people 
now? Did they make it?”

Since the war, he said 
he experienced health 
problems due to expo-
sure to the defoliant 
Agent Orange, which 
contained dioxin. That 
included a bout with 
prostate cancer and 
neuropathy in his hands 
and feet. 

He said he also lost 12 
percent of his hearing 
in his left ear due to the 
loud noises.

“Outside of that, I’m 
fine,” joked Joyce.

He said he’s used 
resources to attempt to 
track down members 
of his squad, but has 
not had much success, 
though he also noted his 
desire to put it behind 
him for so long also 
played a role in the past.

A Rotarian at the 
presentation offered her 
help in finding some of 
his squad members.

Joyce said he has a 
desire to go back to Viet-
nam someday, if he can 
convince his wife to go, 
he joked.

“That is a dream of 
mine to do that,” he said.

Wreaths Across America program
began with newspaper boy’s act

WHEELING — This December 
the George Washington Chapter of 
the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion will once again be taking part 
in the Wreaths Across America 
project in conjunction with the Na-
tional Cemetery of the Alleghenies 
located in Washington County, Pa. 

More than 25 years ago, Merrill 
Worcester, the owner of a nursery 
located in Harrington, Maine, had 
an overabundance of Christmas 
wreaths and nothing to do with 
them. 

Remembering a trip he had tak-
en, as a 12-year-old paper boy, to 
Arlington National Cemetery in 
Washington, D.C., he had the idea 
to donate his excess wreaths to the 
Arlington National Cemetery to be 
placed in an older section of the 
cemetery that saw few visitors to 
be placed on veterans’ graves as a 

gesture of remembrance and hon-
or for those men and women that 
have served our country. 

This act of one man has grown 
into what is known today as 
“Wreaths Across America.”

As word spread, especially those 
pictures of snow-covered graves 
with wreaths leaning against the 
headstones, additional cemeteries 
were included. 

In 2020, at more than 2,500 cem-
eteries in this country and 25 vet-
erans cemeteries on foreign soil 
more than 1.7 million  wreaths 
were placed on veterans’ graves. 

Wreaths Across America is a 
nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion is to remember the fallen, hon-
or those who serve and teach chil-
dren the value of freedom.

This year will be the George 
Washington Chapter’s 11th year to 

take part in this project at the Na-
tional Cemetery of the Alleghenies.

The National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies was established after 
careful consideration and research 
was given as to how many veterans 
are in the  Tri-State Area. It was es-
timated that there are in excess of 
323,000 veterans. 

The other closest veterans cem-
eteries are located in Rittman, 
Ohio; Indian Town Gap, Pa.; and 
Grafton and Dunbar, W.Va.

The National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies was established in 
2005 and is situated on around 300 
acres near the Washington and 
Allegheny County line and can be 
seen from Interstate 79. It can ac-
commodate casketed and cremat-
ed remains. 

The cremated remains can be 
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