
Herald-Star
www.heraldstaronline.com

Vol. 215 No. 297 TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2021 $1.00

Wednesday’s weather  — Mostly sunny during the day. High 83, low 59. See Page 2A.
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COVID-19
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

According to the federal Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention, the reported illnesses 

have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 
and death for confirmed COVID-19 coronavirus 

cases. The following symptoms may appear two 
to 14 days after exposure:

ł Fever

ł Cough

ł Shortness of breath

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 
and develop a fever and symptoms, call your 

health care provider for medical advice.

CONFIRMED CASES
ł Jefferson County: 

5,583 (151 deaths)

ł Harrison County: 1,107 

(24 deaths)

ł Hancock County: 2,815

(89 deaths)

ł Brooke County: 2,199

(60 deaths)

ł Ohio: 915,141

(19,528 deaths)

ł West Virginia: 158,643

(2,762 deaths)

By JULIE CARR SMYTH
Associated Press

COLUMBUS — Ohio Secretary of State 
Frank LaRose launched his reelection bid 
on Monday, touting the state's smooth 2020 
election even as many fellow Republicans 
expressed unfounded doubts in the pres-
idential result and GOP lawmakers are 
backing a major rewrite of state voting                    
laws. 

LaRose, 42, released a one-minute video 
along with his announcement that empha-
sizes his physical fitness, military back-
ground, political experience and young                       
family. 

"Every legal ballot was counted — a re-
cord-shattering 6 million — and the people 
of Ohio made their voice heard," he says to 
the camera. "While other states struggled, 
Ohio got it right. Because there's noth-
ing more important than protecting your                 
vote."

By ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden said Monday that the 
U.S. will share an additional 
20 million doses of COVID-19 
vaccines with the world in the 
coming six weeks as domestic 
demand for shots drops and 
global disparities in distribu-
tion have grown more evident.

The doses will come from 
existing production of Pfizer, 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine stocks, marking the 
first time that U.S.-controlled 
doses of vaccines authorized 
for use in the country will be 
shared overseas. It will boost 
the global vaccine sharing 
commitment from the U.S. to 
80 million.

"We know America will nev-
er be fully safe until the pan-
demic that's raging globally is 
under control," Biden said at 
the White House.

The announcement 
comes on top of the Biden's                               

administration's prior com-
mitment to share about 60 
million doses of the AstraZen-
eca vaccine, which is not yet 
authorized for use in the U.S., 
by the end of June. The Astra-
Zeneca doses will be available 
to ship once they clear a safety 
review by the Food and Drug                
Administration.

Biden also tapped COVID-19 
coordinator Jeff Zients to lead 
the administration's efforts to 
share doses with the world.

"Our nation's going to be the 

arsenal of vaccines for the rest 
of the world," Biden said. He 
added that, compared to other 
countries like Russia and Chi-
na that have sought to leverage 
their domestically produced 
doses, "we will not use our vac-
cines to secure favors from 
other countries."

The Biden administration 
hasn't yet said how the new 
commitment of vaccines will 
be shared or which countries 
will receive them.

To date, the U.S. has shared 

about 4.5 million doses of As-
traZeneca vaccine with Canada 
and Mexico. Additional doses 
of the Pfizer vaccine manufac-
tured in the U.S. have begun 
to be exported as the compa-
ny has met its initial contract 
commitments to the federal 
government.

The U.S. has faced grow-
ing pressure to share more of 
its vaccine stockpile with the 
world as interest in vaccines 
has waned domestically.

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court agreed Monday 
to a showdown over abortion in 
a case that could dramatically 
alter nearly 50 years of rulings 
on abortion rights.

With three justices appoint-
ed by President Donald Trump 
part of a 6-3 conservative ma-
jority, the court is taking on a 
case about whether states can 
ban abortions before a fetus 
can survive outside the womb.

Mississippi, which is ask-
ing to be allowed to enforce an 
abortion ban after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy, is not asking the 
court to overrule the 1973 Roe 

v. Wade decision confirming a 
woman's right to an abortion, 
or a decision 19 years later that 
reaffirmed it.

But abortion rights sup-
porters said the case is a clear 
threat to abortion rights. "The 
court cannot uphold this law 
without overturning the princi-
pal protections of Roe v. Wade," 
Nancy Northup, president and 
CEO of the Center for Repro-
ductive Rights, said in a call 
with reporters.

Even if the court does not 
explicitly overrule earlier cas-
es, a decision favorable to the 
state could lay the groundwork 
for allowing even more restric-
tions on abortion, including 
state bans on abortion once a 

fetal heartbeat is detected, as 
early as six weeks.

The case probably will be 
argued in the fall, with a deci-
sion likely in the spring of 2022 
during the campaign for con-
gressional midterm elections. 

Mississippi's ban had been 
blocked by lower courts as in-
consistent with Supreme Court 
precedent that protects a wom-
an's right to obtain an abortion 
before the fetus can survive 
outside her womb.

"States may regulate abor-
tion procedures prior to viabili-
ty so long as they do not impose 
an undue burden on the wom-
an's right, but they may not ban 
abortions. 

Associated Press

COURT — In this June 29, 2020 file photo, the Supreme Court is 
seen on Capitol Hill in Washington.

U.S. Supreme Court to take up major abortion rights challenge

Biden boosting world vaccine sharing commitment to 80M doses

See COURT Page 5A ➪
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By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer 

  
STEUBENVILLE — Historic 

Fort Steuben's newest exhibit 
celebrates America's westward 
migration. 

The "Ohio Pioneers" travel-
ing exhibit opened Monday at 
Historic Fort Steuben. 

On loan from Marietta Col-
lege's Legacy Library, the ex-
hibit is inspired by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author David 
McCullough’s "The Pioneers: 
The Heroic Story of the Set-
tlers Who Brought the Ameri-
can Ideal West." 

The display's 12 panels 
feature original artwork, 
rare books and key historical          

documents that focus on the 
initial expansions of the coun-
try from the original states into 
the "old Northwest." 

Historic Fort Steuben Direc-
tor Paul Zuros said the panels 
talk about the importance of 
Ohio's settlement. 

"It was really the first push 
west after the Revolution," he 
said, explaining the exhibit 
"gives perspective about what 
was happening, not just in Steu-
benville but with the Ohio Com-
pany further down." 

One of the panels, for in-
stance, touches on visits by 
the rich and famous. Zuros 
said there were plenty of those 
to Steubenville — Abraham 
Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, 

Rutherford B. Hayes, William 
McKinley and even Meriweth-
er Lewis. 

"We had a great number of 
historical people, big shots 
in history, who came here as 
well," he said. "The Ohio River 
was so important to the settle-
ment of the west — it was the 
major artery to all points west, 
from Pittsburgh all the way 
down.” 

The exhibit will continue 
through June 30 in Historic 
Fort Steuben's Exhibit Hall, 
open Monday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Zuros said McCullough's 
book, The Pioneers, can be pur-
chased in the museum shop. 

Linda Harris 

ON DISPLAY — A visitor pauses to read about the nation’s westward 
migration at the “Ohio Pioneers” traveling exhibit, on display now 
through June 30 at Historic Fort Steuben.

Fort display highlights westward migration

GOP’s LaRose 
launches 
reelection bid for 
secretary of state

See LAROSE Page 5A ➪

Andrew Grimm  

DISCUSSION — Jim Luevano, a teacher in Hancock County Schools and former Weir 
High boys soccer coach who is opposed to the logo, talks with Delegate Mark Zatezalo, 
R-Hancock County, about the matter during Monday’s event. 

Should it stay or should it go?
Demonstration held in Weirton to defend the ‘Red Rider’
By ANDREW GRIMM
Staff writer  

  
WEIRTON — When news 

broke last week that Weir 
High School would be “phas-
ing out” the “Red Rider” logo, 
it certainly caused a stir in the             
community.  

Monday, just four days af-
ter word of the change started 
getting around, a group gath-
ered outside the Weirton Mill-
sop Community Center to voice 
their displeasure with the deci-
sion and show support for the 
logo, a cartoon character de-
picting a Native American crit-
ics say is racist and insensitive.  

The event, organized by 
Mike Keffer, also known as 
“DJ Mike” of DJ Mike Music 
Express Entertainment, drew 
a crowd of between 75-85 peo-
ple at its peak at around 5 p.m, 
many of whom were wearing 
apparel with the logo in debate. 
The size of the crowd fluctuat-
ed throughout the event.  

See RED RIDER Page 5A ➪
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BRIEFS

Steubenville school board will meet 
STEUBENVILLE — The Steubenville City 

Board of Education will meet in regular session 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday. 

The meeting will be held at the board offices, 
611 N. Fourth Street. 

 

Board to meet on Thursday 
STEUBENVILLE — The Jefferson County 

Board of Developmental Disabilities will meet at 
4 p.m. Thursday at the JeffCo Center, 250 John 
Scott Highway, Steubenville. 

To participate, call the board offices at (740) 
264-5812 prior to Thursday. 

 

Prevention, recovery board to meet 
STEUBENVILLE — The personnel committee 

of the Jefferson County Prevention and Recov-
ery Board will be held at 1 p.m. Monday. 

The meeting will be held on Zoom. To join the 
meeting, use meeting ID 826 3571 0746 at Zoom.
us or after calling 1-929-205-6099.

LaRose

Court

Biden

Red Rider

Continued from Page 1A

Continued from Page 1A

Continued from Page 1A

Continued from Page 1A

The law at issue is a 
ban," Judge Patrick Hig-
ginbotham of the 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
wrote in affirming a low-
er-court ruling that inval-
idated the law.

The Supreme Court 
had previously turned 
down state appeals over 
previability abortion 
bans. More than 90% of 
abortions take place in 
the first 13 weeks of a 
woman's pregnancy, ac-
cording to the Centers 
for Disease Control and    
Prevention.

John Bursch, vice pres-
ident of the anti-abortion 
Alliance Defending Free-
dom, said the high court 
has repeatedly held that 
states can regulate abor-
tions later in pregnancy. 

Viability "has never 
been a legitimate way to 
determine a developing 
infant's dignity or to de-
cide anybody's legal exis-
tence," Bursch said.

The justices had put 
off action on the case 
for several months. Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, an abortion rights                    

proponent, died just be-
fore the court's new term 
began in October. Her re-
placement, Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett, is the most 
open opponent of abortion 
rights to join the court in 
decades. 

Barrett is one of three 
Trump appointees on the 
Supreme Court. The oth-
er two, Justices Neil Gor-
such and Brett Kavana-
ugh, voted in dissent last 
year to allow Louisiana 
to enforce restrictions on 
doctors that could have 
closed two of the state's 
three abortion clinics.

Chief Justice John 
Roberts, joined by Gins-
burg and the other three 
liberal justices, said the 
restrictions were virtual-
ly identical to a Texas law 
the court struck down in 
2016.

But that majority no 
longer exists, even if Rob-
erts, hardly an abortion 
rights supporter in his 
more than 15 years on the 
court, sides with the more 
liberal justices.

White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said 

the Biden administration 
backs legislation that 
would write the Roe deci-
sion into federal law, re-
gardless of the outcome 
of the Supreme Court 
case. The legislation 
would put an end to state 
efforts to ban abortion, 
Northup said.

The Mississippi law 
was enacted in 2018, but 
was blocked after a fed-
eral court challenge. The 
state's only abortion clin-
ic remains open. About 
10% of its abortions are 
done after the 15th week, 
said Shannon Brewer, 
the clinic director at 
Jackson Women's Health                
Organization.

The case is separate 
from a fight over laws en-
acted by Mississippi and 
other states that would 
ban most abortions when 
a fetal heartbeat is de-
tected. Mississippi also 
is among 11 states with 
a total abortion ban wait-
ing to take effect if the 
Supreme Court overturns 
its Roe decision, accord-
ing to NARAL Pro-Choice 
America.

A central question in 
the case is about viabili-
ty — whether a fetus can 
survive on its own at 15 
weeks. The clinic present-
ed evidence that viability 
is impossible at 15 weeks, 
and the appeals court said 
that the state "conceded 
that it had identified no 
medical evidence that a 
fetus would be viable at 
15 weeks." Viability oc-
curs roughly at 24 weeks, 
the point at which ba-
bies are more likely to                      
survive.

But the state argues 
that viability is an ar-
bitrary standard that 
doesn't take sufficient ac-
count of the state's inter-
est in regulating abortion.

The Mississippi law 
would allow exceptions to 
the 15-week ban in cases 
of medical emergency or 
severe fetal abnormality. 
Doctors found in viola-
tion of the ban would face 
mandatory suspension or 
revocation of their medi-
cal license. 

Also on Monday the Su-
preme Court: 

— Split 6-3 along      

c o n s e r v a t i v e - l i b e r a l 
lines to rule that prison-
ers who were convicted 
by non-unanimous juries 
before the high court 
barred the practice a 
year ago don't need to 
be retried. The decision                             

affects prisoners who 
were convicted in Louisi-
ana and Oregon as well as 
the U.S. territory of Puer-
to Rico, the few places 
that had allowed criminal 
convictions based on di-
vided jury votes.

"While wealthy coun-
tries continue ramping 
up vaccinations, less than 
1 percent of COVID-19 
vaccine doses globally 
have been administered 

to people in low-income 
countries," said Tom 
Hart the acting CEO 
of the ONE Campaign. 
"The sooner the US and 
other wealthy countries                                        

develop a coordinat-
ed strategy for sharing 
vaccine doses with the 
world's most vulnerable, 
the faster we will end the 
global pandemic for all."

More than 157 million 
Americans have received 
at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine, and 
123 million are full vac-
cinated against the virus. 

Biden hopes the U.S. will 
have 160 million people 
fully vaccinated by July 
Fourth.

Globally, more than 
3.3 million people are            

confirmed to have died 
from the coronavirus. 
The U.S. has seen the 
largest confirmed loss of 
life from COVID-19, at 
more than 586,000 people.

By hyperfocusing his 
message on Ohio, LaRose 
may hope to walk the line 
of not alienating skep-
tics who have adopted 
former President Donald 
Trump's assertion with-
out proof that the 2020 
election was stolen while 
also reassuring those 
who fear Republicans 
are working to disenfran-
chise them.

"Is there a crowd of 
people that believe some 
sort of mythology about 

elections that could use 
maybe a lesson from me 
to show them the facts 
about how those kinds 
of things don't happen in 
Ohio, and how Ohio runs 
a trustworthy election?" 
he said in an interview 
Monday. "Absolutely, and 
I don't mind doing that."

At the same time, 
LaRose, a former state 
senator and veteran of 
the U.S. Army Green Be-
rets, said he would not 
turn down an endorse-

ment from Trump.
"I'm not going to get 

into the business of de-
nying or turning down 
anybody's endorsement. 
But, listen, he's a Florida 
resident," he said. "What I 
care about is the people of 
Ohio, and a lot of Ohioans 
support me." 

Democrats have blast-
ed the proposed election 
law overhaul, which con-
tains some LaRose pri-
orities, as voter suppres-
sion. It includes, among 

other things, an extension 
of the one-dropbox-per-
county limit imposed by 
LaRose in 2020 that Dem-
ocrats characterize as             
"nonsensical." 

In a fundraising email 
to supporters, Ohio 
House Democratic Lead-
er Emilia Sykes — a pro-
spective challenger to 
LaRose — called the bill 
"so draconian that the 
Georgia law looks mild in                       
comparison." 

LaRose said the          

legislation makes "modest 
changes" to Ohio election 
law, including taking ab-
sentee ballot requests on-
line and automating voter 
registration at Bureaus of 
Motor Vehicles. 

He said exaggerating 
the negative impacts of 
the legislation creates "a 
crying wolf problem" that 
Democrats won't be trust-
ed to call out real voter 
suppression if it ever 
does arise. 

"To look at that bill and 

to call that voter suppres-
sion, I think cheapens the 
word," he said.

LaRose's launch marks 
the first of the 2022 cy-
cle among Ohio incum-
bents. Gov. Mike DeWine, 
Attorney General Dave 
Yost, Auditor Keith Faber 
and Treasurer Robert 
Sprague, all Republicans, 
are all expected to run 
again. 

Democrats have not 
yet announced their 2022 
slate.

Keffer, a Weirton resident 
and 1997 graduate of the school, 
addressed the crowd, warning 
If they give in on the logo, it 
will only be the beginning.  

“What scares me, ladies and 
gentlemen, is today, it’s (the 
logo) … in the coming times, 
they’re coming for your name 
next,” he said. “Trust me, it will 
not stop right here. If we let it 
go, it’s gonna roll like wild fire.”  

“Our steel mill that used to 
represent Weirton, West Vir-
ginia is gone. And, that’s what 
I’m worried could happen from 
a bad decision if we just stand 
back and stand by and let the 
powers that be tell us what’s 
right and what’s wrong,” he 
said.  

“To those are offended … I 
say get over it,” he later added. 
“It’s a ... cartoon character. If 
you find racism in this, maybe 
you’re the problem.”  

His tone on the logo, how-
ever, did change by the end of 
the event, with counterargu-
ments made by a group that 
arrived about an hour into the      
demonstration.  

Keffer insisted during his 
remarks that the logo was cre-
ated and chosen out of respect 
for Native American culture, 
not to be racist. He was criti-
cal of Weir High School Prin-
cipal Kristin Bissett and spoke 
against “cancel culture.”  

He urged those gathered to 
call not only Bissett, but mem-
bers of the Hancock County 
Board of Education to voice 
their displeasure with the       
decision.  

“I never would have thought 
the cancel culture would have 
made it to Weirton, West Vir-
ginia,” he said, citing national 
stories, like Washington’s NFL 
team changing its name.  

As the demonstration was 
seeming to wind down, things 
took a turn when a group in 
support of the logo being re-
moved arrived, sparking a 
broader conversation and tense 
exchanges with members of the 
crowd.  

Among those arriving to 
voice their opposition to the use 
of the logo were Jim and Jenni-
fer Luevano and their daughter, 
Kiana, a student at the school.  

Jim Luevano, a teacher in 
the district and former high 
school boys soccer coach at 
Weir High, had a brief back-
and-forth with Keffer, much 

of which was inaudible due to 
the crowd noise and passing 
cars, though Jennifer spoke on 
the microphone twice, going 
back-and-forth with Keffer and 
members of the crowd.  

She remarked that “there 
should not even be a question 
that this image is 100 percent 
racist imagery” and said re-
moving it has nothing to do with 
removing the school’s history.  

She said the red stereotype 
comes from bounties the gov-
ernment paid for the skin of 
natives in the 1800s, calling it 
“governmental genocide.”  

“That’s why native peo-
ple take such a huge insult 
from something like this,” she 
said. “This shouldn’t even be        
questionable.”  

“Maybe we all need to take 
a little history class, to be quite 
honest with you,” Keffer said 
after her remarks.  

In response to Keffer saying 
eliminating the logo is not fair 
to those who support it, Jenni-
fer Luevano said “Those 2,000-
some people that say it’s unfair, 
go back over the last 200 years 
and deal with what my kids’ 
families have dealt with. There 
is no comparison.  

“The only thing going away 
is the racist connotation. Your 
football teams still won state. 
Your history goes with the 
school.”  

Kiana Luevano engaged in 

conversations with Keffer and 
several members of the crowd. 
Despite the tones of some the 
audience members towards 
her, at times, getting tense, she 
appeared to remain smiling 
and composed throughout the     
conversations.  

One exchange in particu-
lar stood out as she engaged 
in a conversation with anoth-
er school-aged girl who was 
dressed in a mascot costume 
portraying a Native American.  

Following the exchanges 
with the Luevanos, Keffer’s 
tone on the logo seemed to shift 
a bit, as he voiced openness to 
altering the logo and having 
“negotiations” with the school, 
though a theme throughout the 
entire event was that the real 
concern is a potential name 
change coming next.  

“We’re not opposed to any 
kind of change,” Keffer said ad-
dressing Jim Luevano. “If this 
is improper, we need to make it 
proper.”  

Keffer, multiple times, 
offered apologies to the                    
Luevanos.  

“I’m willing to work with you 
guys,” he said to Jim Luevano. 
“I’m willing to work with the 
school.”  

“We can scrap this, if we 
have to,” he later added hold-
ing a picture of the logo. “What 
I’m worried about is the name. 
I hope you guy see I’m being 

fair.”  
He insisted to the crowd 

the change in tone was not him 
“spinning” and stated he has 
been willing to have discus-
sions from the beginning.    

He did note in his opening 
remarks he “respected” the 
“other side” but the tone on 
the logo early in the event was 
much more defensive than at 
the end.  

He said that he considers 
himself to be interested in 
history and thinks the Native 
American people have “always 
been robbed.”  

Though there have not been 
any public comments from 
the school indicating a name 
change is being discussed, Jen-
nifer Luevano, while explaining 
her family’s position, did indi-
cate the “Red” portion of the 
name “Red Riders” is a prob-
lem, calling it “another story 
down the road” in her second 
set of remarks.  

“If it was just a Weir High 
Rider without the red connota-
tion with a proud Indian riding 
a horse, we wouldn’t even be 
having this discussion.”  

At one point Jim Luevano 
told Keffer that the attention to 
the name from his side might 
actually lead to a name change. 
Jennifer Luvenao also added 
that the logo was never a board 
approved.  

Jim Luevano told Keffer he 
finds the “Red” portion of the 
name to be offensive.  

Local radio talk show host 
Dimitri Vassilaros also ad-
dressed the crowd early in the 
event, but had departed for a 
prior commitment by the time 
the Luevanos arrived.  

Vassilaros told the crowd the 
logo being removed was anoth-
er example of “cancel culture.”  

“This woke culture, this can-
cel culture, has to be stopped 
and it can be stopped right here 
in Weirton by all of you,” he 
proclaimed.  

“It seems the principal, Mrs. 
Bissett, has gone rogue to show 
how woke she is,” he added. 
“It’s up to you to hold the school 
board accountable because 
they represent you.”  

Like Keffer, he also urged 
those upset at the logo being 
phased out to contact the board 
of education members.  

One attendee, who did not 
give his name, told the crowd 
he had an online exchange with 

“a former board of education 
member” who said the name is 
what ultimately has to go.  

“It’s my opinion they’re go-
ing to go after the Indian char-
acter, they’re going to see how 
easy it is to get rid of it, and 
once they accomplish that … 
they’re going to go after the 
name,” the man said.  

One thing Keffer, Vassilaros 
and members of the crowd 
keyed in on was a statement 
from Bissett late last week that 
said the school has been remov-
ing the logo “over the course 
of the year” and that the char-
acter is “not an official school 
mascot.”  

“How many of you knew 
that?” Vassilaros asked the 
crowd.  

One elderly lady went to the 
front of the crowd to hold up 
her yearbook from the 1960s 
which contained the logo. An-
other showed off a class ring 
from 1969 that has the logo on 
it.  

“This could be all canceled 
in the stroke of a pen,” Keffer 
said.  

Another woman, who said 
her son is on the bowling team, 
told the crowd the school’s 
bowling team recently pur-
chased jerseys with the logo on 
them for an upcoming national 
competition. “Is there one soul 
here who doesn’t think the Red 
Rider is the official mascot?” 
Vassilaros asked. “Of course 
it’s the mascot.”  

A group of school-aged chil-
dren held up signs near Main 
Street with writing in sup-
port of the logo, though they 
told Keffer they were from 
Brooke County Schools, not 
Weir, and cars passing the 
event throughout its entire-
ty honked and waved as they                               
passed.  

Those who gathered were 
welcomed to the Irish Pub on 
Main Street following the event 
for a free meal, which was an-
nounced over the speakers to 
be an invitation from Carol 
Hrabovsky, owner and a Weir 
High graduate.  

Delegate Mark Zatezalo, 
R-Hancock County, also briefly 
addressed the crowd about the 
need for a conversation to take 
place. He also spoke private-
ly with the Luevanos.  Keffer 
thanked the city for quickly ap-
proving the permit to hold the 
event.

Andrew Grimm  

MAKING HER CASE — Jennifer Luevano, accompanied by her daugh-
ter, Kiana, offer event organizer Mike Keffer and the crowd of demon-
strators their viewpoint opposed to the use of the logo during Mon-
day’s event.


