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Sunday’s weather  — Mostly cloudy. High of 32, low of 19. See Page 2A.
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Today’s question is:

Should the Guantanamo 
Bay prison be closed?
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Will Gov. Jim Justice’s tax 
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THE SUNDAY

COVID-19
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

According to the federal Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention, the reported illnesses 

have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 
and death for confirmed COVID-19 coronavirus 

cases. The following symptoms may appear two 
to 14 days after exposure:

ł Fever

ł Cough

ł Shortness of breath

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 
and develop a fever and symptoms, call your 

health care provider for medical advice.

CONFIRMED CASES
ł Jefferson County: 

4,531 (36 deaths)

ł Harrison County: 

979 (18 deaths)

ł Hancock County: 

1,907 (84 deaths)

ł Brooke County: 

1,358 (50 deaths)

ł Ohio: 807,727

(13,005 deaths)

ł West Virginia: 126,887

(2,200 deaths)

• INSIDE:
A look at tourism and lifestyles
in our Progress 2021 edition.

— Pages 1-8D

By ANDREW GRIMM
Staff writer

STEUBENVILLE – After a 
long career on the bench, Jo-
seph Corabi passed the torch to 
Frank Noble last week, swear-
ing his successor in as Jeffer-
son County’s new probate and 
juvenile court judge. 

Following the ceremo-
ny, held inside the Jefferson 
County Justice Center, Cora-
bi reflected on his career that 
spanned 30 years on the bench.

One phrase he used, howev-
er, seemed to fit best. 

“It’s been a great ride,” he 
said with a smile and a look of 
reflection. 

That ride, which came to 
a close after Corabi decided 
to hang up the robe and not 
seek re-election this past year, 
spanned five terms as judge in 
Toronto county court before he 
was elected as the probate and 
juvenile judge in 2014. He fol-
lowed the late Sam Kerr in that 
position.

“It’s been the honor of a 
lifetime to be a judge for just 
over 30 years. It’s been a very 
rewarding experience. I have 
so many people that I need to 
thank that I could fill up five 
columns in the newspaper,” 
he said. “My parents, my sib-
lings, my late wife Kathy, my 
children and their spouses, my 
grandchildren, so many friends 
and other extended family 
members that have played an 
integral part. 

By WARREN SCOTT
Staff writer

WINTERSVILLE — John and Kim Nei-
dengard said preparing for the Feb. 27 
closing of their 115-year-old family busi-
ness is a bittersweet experience.

After selling Harley-Davidson motor-
cycles and related gear to hundreds of 
area residents, they are looking forward 
to spending more time riding together on 

the road and visiting their adult children 
and grandchildren.

But the couple of 23 years said they 
will miss seeing their regular customers, 
working with others to organize poker 
runs that have raised thousands for char-
ity and carrying on a legacy culminating 
in the state’s oldest family-owned Har-
ley-Davidson dealership.

Kim admitted she became a motorcy-
cle fan after meeting John 28 years ago, 

noting his love of cycling started at an ear-
ly age.

“I worked here probably since I was 
12,” said John, who noted it was common 
for children in family-run businesses to 
help out “as soon as you were old enough.”

“As soon as I graduated from high 
school, I went to full time,” he said, adding 
he never thought of doing anything else.

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — In a stark 
sign of the economic inequality 
that has marked the pandemic 
recession and recovery, Amer-
icans as a whole are now earn-
ing the same amount in wages 
and salaries that they did be-
fore the virus struck — even 
with nearly 9 million fewer 
people working. 

The turnaround in total wag-
es underscores how dispropor-
tionately America’s job losses 
have afflicted workers in low-
er-income occupations rather 
than in higher-paying indus-
tries, where employees have 
actually gained jobs as well as 
income since early last year.

In February 2020, Ameri-
cans earned $9.66 trillion in 
wages and salaries, at a sea-
sonally adjusted annual rate, 
according to the Commerce 
Department data. By April, af-
ter the virus had flattened the 
U.S. economy, that figure had 
shrunk by 10%. It then gradu-
ally recovered before reaching 
$9.67 trillion in December, the 
latest period for which data is 
available. 

Those dollar figures include 
only wages and salaries that 
people earned from jobs. They 
don’t include money that tens 
of millions of Americans have 
received from unemployment 
benefits or the Social Security 
and other aid that goes to many 
other households. The figures 
also don’t include investment 
income. 

From staff reports

NEW CUMBERLAND 
— Six individuals are fac-
ing drug-related charges 
following an investigation 
by law enforcement in Han-
cock County.

According to information 
released Friday morning by 
the Hancock County Sher-
iff’s Department, sheriff’s 
deputies, along with the 
New Cumberland Police De-
partment and the Hancock-
Brooke-Weirton Drug Task 
Force, completed a multi-

week investigation into the 
alleged trafficking of crys-
tal methamphetamine in the 
New Cumberland area.

On Thursday, officers 
executed multiple search 
warrants on Commerce 
Street in New Cumberland, 
leading to the arrest of six 
individuals and the seizure 
of “a substantial amount” of 
crystal methamphetamine 
and a sawed-off shotgun.

No other information 
concerning those arrested, 
or their charges, was imme-
diately available.

By ERIC TUCKER, LISA MASCARO and 

MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Donald Trump’s im-
peachment lawyers accused Democrats 
of waging a campaign of “hatred” against 
the former president as they sped through 
their defense of his actions and fiery words 
before the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol, hurtling the Senate toward a final 
vote in his historic trial.

The defense team vigorously denied on 
Friday that Trump had incited the deadly 
riot and said his encouragement of follow-
ers to “fight like hell” at a rally that preced-
ed it was routine political speech.

Associated Press

CLOSING ARGUMENTS  — In this image from video, 
Michael van der Veen, an attorney for former President 
Donald Trump, answers a question from Sen. Bill Cassi-
dy, R-La., during the second impeachment trial of former 
President Donald Trump.

Corabi concludes more than 30-year career as judge
Reflects on career and those who made it possible LEAVING THE BENCH 

– Judge Joseph Corabi, 
who spent the past six 
years as probate and ju-
venile court judge and a 
total of 30 years on the 
bench in Jefferson Coun-
ty, delivered remarks at 
the swearing in ceremo-
ny for his predecessor, 
Judge Frank Noble, last 
week. Corabi retired 
as a judge but said he 
will remain active in the 
area. 

Andrew Grimm

See RIDE Page 3A ➪
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A sign of
economic 
inequality:
Salaries recover 
even as jobs haven’t

Warren Scott

CLOSING SHOP  — John and Kim Neidengard are looking forward to taking more rides on the road together after deciding to close 
their 115-year-old family business but they admitted to having mixed feelings after selling Harley-Davidson motorcycles to hundreds 
of area residents.

Motorcycle dealers to 
ride into the sunset

Six arrested on meth chargesLawyers: Impeachment based on ‘hatred’
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Trinity COVID testing shifting
STEUBENVILLE – All COVID evaluation and 

outpatient testing conducted by Trinity Health 
System will return to the Wintersville Express-
Care location beginning Monday, officials said. 

The hours of operation will be 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday through Friday. The drive-through 
COVID evaluation and testing site located at the 
Trinity East Campus was closed at the end of 
business Friday.

“We have made this decision due to the de-
crease in the volume of patients being seen at 
the outpatient clinic, and to provide additional 
support staff at our COVID vaccine clinics,” said 
Jessica Porter, Trinity’s clinical manager.  “If 
the demand for testing increases, we will re-eval-
uate at that time.”

Patients requiring pre-surgical or pre-proce-
dure testing are encouraged to utilize the Win-
tersville ExpressCare location for these tests.  

SVRTA on holiday schedule
STEUBENVILLE — The Steel Valley Region-

al Transit Authority will operate its holiday bus 
service on Monday in observance of Presidents 
Day.

The regular schedule will resume on Tuesday.

Weirton offices to observe holiday
WEIRTON — All City of Weirton offices will 

be closed Monday in observance of Presidents 
Day. Collection of garbage and recyclables will 
remain on schedule.

Weirton Transit Corp. bus operations will re-
main on their regular schedule.

SVRTA board to meet Thursday
STEUBENVILLE — The Steel Valley Region-

al Transit Authority will hold its regular board 
meeting via teleconference at 4 p.m. Thursday.

Those needing details concerning the meeting 
can contact the SVRTA office for information.

Corabi
Continued from Page 1A

“Without my late 
wife Kathy, I would 
have never been able to 
do it.”

His stories and mem-
ories from more than 
three decades also could 
fill pages. 

“I’m still in the pro-
cess of understanding 
and processing what 
is going to no doubt be 
a big change,” he said. 
“Leaving the bench is 
bittersweet. I feel as 
though I made the right 
decision for the citizens 
of Jefferson County and 
for the court.”

Now, it’s his friend 
and former magistrate’s 
turn to build and experi-
ence his own. 

“I know Judge (Frank) 
Noble well. I know the 
man that he is, the char-
acter that he has and 
the judicial ability that 
he has,” Corabi said. 
“That will make him an 
outstanding judge. I’m 
very confident in the 
job that he will do. I’m 
proud to turn the reins 
over to him. 

“He is another per-
son I certainly need to 
thank. He worked along-
side of me, I felt like we 
were co-judges, it never 
felt like I was judge and 
he was magistrate, be-
cause I certainly got a 
lot of very good advice 

and counsel from him 
over the last six years.”

One more person he 
thanked, his long-time 
secretary Connie Coss, 
has been along for the 
ride since before Corabi 
became a judge. 

“I could have never 
achieved or completed 
anything I’ve accom-
plished without her,” 
said. “She’s been the 
most awesome secre-
tary and the best friend 
anyone could ever ask 
for.”

Though his time as 
judge has come to a 
close, he said his ser-
vice to the county is not 
done, voicing an inter-
est in serving on volun-
teer boards, continuing 
to teach and perhaps 
even continuing a 43-
year law career and 
going back to a limited 
practice.

He also said Noble 
asked him to be a part-
time magistrate for the 
court. 

“I’ll still be active, 
but it’ll definitely be a 
change,” he said.

 “Hopefully I’ll have 
a lot more personal time 
to do things, like visit 
grandchildren and chil-
dren, that have been 
particularly hard to 
do while working as a 
judge.”

Ride
Continued from Page 1A

John said in that regard, he was 
much like his father, John F., who 
had worked for his father, G.H. Nei-
dengard, a machinist who opened 
the family’s first motorcycle shop 
at 137 South Third, Steubenville.

John said G.H. was a friend of 
the first Steubenville man to own a 
motorcycle and quickly fell in love 
with them.

Early motorcycles were little 
more than bicycles with motors, 
noted John, but they offered low-
cost transportation at a time before 
Henry Ford’s Model T made auto-
mobiles affordable to most people.

They also were a form of enter-
tainment, as motorcycle enthusiasts 
participated in hillclimbs and races 
that, in the days before radio and 
television, drew many spectators.

John said the first shop was quite 
large, with second story apartments 
available for rent and garage bays 
rented to the city for its vehicles.

Before it was torn down, a for-
mer employee salvaged and re-
stored the first wooden step leading 
to its parts department. It and pho-
tos of G.H. and his family, including 
a very young John F., are displayed 
in the current location in Winters-
ville.

After taking over the business 
in the late 1930s, John F. built the 
store on Canton Road in 1978.

John said of working for his fa-

ther, “I was here practically every 
day and I just absorbed what I saw 
him doing.”

Kim said her husband, as a teen, 
immersed himself in motorcycles 
in the same way some enjoy sports. 
She added there’s a story of him 
falling asleep while assembling a 
bike at the store.

“I just liked what I was doing and 
wanted to see it done,” said John, 
adding “What do they say? If you 
love your job, you’ll never work a 
day in your life.”

“Like anything, it’s had its ups-
and-downs,” he said.

John noted his grandfather and 
father struggled through the Great 
Depression and World War II, when 
many materials used in motorcy-
cles were reserved for the military.

“My father had to find used tires 
to sell,” he noted.

The Neidengards said their most 
pleasant memories of the business 
will be the many bike runs they 
sponsored, with help from many 
members of the local chapter of 
the Harley Owners Group, to raise 
funds for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association and the Wounded War-
rior Project.

They noted Harley-Davidson 
Inc. is a strong supporter of both 
charities.

Begun in 1996, the annual MDA 
runs raised more than $500,000 for 

the cause, while two runs for the 
Wounded Warrior Project netted 
more than $25,000.

The Neidengards noted about 
1,300 bikers turned out for the 2002 
MDA run, while others drew more 
than 1,000.

They expressed appreciation to 
the many participants, including 
some who planned vacations around 
them, as well as their many custom-
ers over the years.

“We realize the business couldn’t 
have gotten where it is if not for all 
of our customers over the years and 
their loyalty,” said Kim.

Since announcing the closing in 
late January, the Neidengards have 
been visited by many long-time pa-
trons.

Among them was Bruce White 
of Weirton, who said when he was 
a teen, John’s father offered tips on 
maintaining his bike and lent him 
tools. 

“John worked very hard for his 
father,” said White, who added he 
will miss the shop after coming 
there for nearly 60 years.

Bill Donahoe of Steubenville said 
he’s purchased bikes there he used 
to win regional racing competitions 
in 1989 and 1990.

“Everybody knows Johnny. He’s 
a good man,” Donahoe said, adding, 
“They’re great people. I hate to see 
them go.”

Sign
Continued from Page 1A

A separate measure 
tracked by the Labor De-
partment shows the same 
result: Total labor income, 
excluding government 
workers, was 0.6% higher 
in January than it was a 
year earlier.

That is “pretty remark-
able,” given the sharp 
drop in employment, said 
Michael Feroli, an econo-
mist at JPMorgan Chase. 

The figures document 
that the vanished earnings 
from 8.9 million Ameri-
cans who have lost jobs 
to the pandemic remain 
less than the combined 
salaries of new hires and 
the pay raises that the 150 
million Americans who 
have kept their jobs have 
received.

The job cuts resulting 
from the pandemic reces-
sion have fallen heavily 
on lower-income workers 
across the service sector 
— from restaurants and 
hotels to retail stores and 
entertainment venues. 

 Contrast, tens of mil-
lions of higher-income 
Americans, especially 
those able to work from 
home, have managed to 
keep or acquire jobs and 
continue to receive pay in-
creases.

“We’ve never seen 
anything like that be-
fore,” said Richard Deitz, 
a senior economist at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, referring to 
the concentration of job 
losses. “It’s a totally dif-
ferent kind of downturn 
than we’ve experienced in 
modern times.”

Of the nearly 10 mil-
lion jobs that have been 
eliminated by the pan-
demic, 40% have been in 
restaurants, bars, hotels, 
arts, and entertainment. 
Retailers have lost near-
ly 400,000 jobs and many 
low-paying health care 
workers, such as nurs-
ing home attendants and 
home health care aides, 
have also been laid off.

On average, restaurant 
workers make just below 
$13 an hour, according to 
Labor Department data. 
Retail cashier pay is about 
the same. That’s less than 
half the economy-wide 
average of nearly $30 an 
hour. 

“It tells the story of an 
economy that has really 
tanked for the most vul-
nerable,” said Elise Gould, 
an economist at the liberal 
Economic Policy Institute. 
“It’s shocking how small a 
dent that has made in the 
aggregate.” 

The figures also under-
score the unusually accel-
erated nature of this re-
cession. As a whole, both 
the job losses that struck 

early last spring and the 
initial rebound in hiring 
that followed have hap-
pened much faster than 
they did in previous reces-
sions and recoveries. Af-
ter the Great Recession, 
for example, it took nearly 
2 1/2 years for wages and 
salaries to regain their 
pre-recession levels.

“This is one of the worst 
recessions we’ve ever had 
— compressed into one-
tenth of the time that a 
normal recession would 
take,” said Ernie Tedes-
chi, policy economist at 
the investment bank Ever-
core ISI. “Hopefully, the 
recovery will continue to 
be compressed as well. 
That’s where the fears are 
and where the debate is.”

One reason why the 
job losses have had rela-
tively little impact on the 
nation’s total pay is that so 
many of the affected em-
ployees worked part time. 
The average work week 
in the industry that in-
cludes hotels, restaurants 
and bars is just below 26 
hours. That’s the shortest 
such figure among 13 ma-
jor industries tracked by 
the government. The next 
shortest is retail, at about 
31 hours. The average for 
all industries is nearly 35 
hours. 

The recovery in wages 
and salaries helps explain 
why some states haven’t 
suffered as sharp a drop 
in tax revenue as many 
had feared. 

That is especially true 
for states that rely on pro-
gressive taxes that fall 
more heavily on the rich. 
California, for example, 
said last month that it has 
a $15 billion budget sur-
plus. Yet many cities are 
still struggling, and local 
transit agencies, such as 
New York City’s subway, 
have been hammered by 
the pandemic.

The wage and salary 
data also helps explain the 
steady gains in the stock 
market, which have been 
led by high-tech compa-
nies whose products are 
being heavily purchased 
and used by higher-in-
come Americans, such 
as Apple iPads, Peloton 
bikes, or Amazon’s online 
shopping.

This week, the New 
York Fed released re-
search  that underscored 
how focused the job losses 
have been. 

For people making 
less than $30,000 a year, 
employment has fallen 
14% as of December. For 
those earning more than 
$85,000, it has actually 
risen slightly. For those 
in-between, employment 
has fallen 4%. 

Lawyers
Continued from Page 1A

 They played a montage of 
out-of-context clips showing 
Democrats, some of them sena-
tors now serving as jurors, also 
telling supporters to “fight,” 
aiming to establish a parallel 
with Trump’s overheated rhet-
oric.

“This is ordinary political 
rhetoric that is virtually indis-
tinguishable from the language 
that has been used by people 
across the political spectrum 
for hundreds of years,” de-
clared Trump lawyer Michael 
van der Veen. “Countless poli-
ticians have spoken of fighting 
for our principles.”

But the presentation blurred 
the difference between gen-
eral encouragement to battle 
for causes and Trump’s fight 
against officially accepted 
national election results. The 
defeated president was tell-
ing his supporters to fight on 
after every state had verified 
its results, after the Electoral 
College had affirmed them and 
after nearly every election law-
suit filed by Trump and his al-
lies had been rejected in court. 

The case is speeding toward 
a vote and likely acquittal, 
perhaps as soon as Saturday, 
with the Senate evenly divid-
ed between Democrats and 
Republicans and a two-thirds 
majority required for convic-
tion. Trump’s lawyers made an 
abbreviated presentation that 
used less than three of their al-
lotted 16 hours.

Their quick pivot to the 
Democrats’ own words deflect-
ed from the central question of 
the trial — whether Trump in-
cited the assault on the Capitol 
— and instead aimed to place 
impeachment managers and 

Trump adversaries on the de-
fensive. His lawyers contended 
he was merely telling his rally 
crowd to support primary chal-
lenges against his adversaries 
and to press for sweeping elec-
tion reform.

After a two-day effort by 
Democrats to sync up Trump’s 
words to the violence that fol-
lowed, including through raw 
and emotive video footage, de-
fense lawyers suggested that 
Democrats have typically en-
gaged in the same rhetoric as 
Trump.

But in trying to draw that 
equivalency, the defenders 
minimized Trump’s months-
long efforts to undermine the 
election results and his urging 
of followers to do the same. 
Democrats say that long cam-
paign, rooted in a “big lie,” 
laid the groundwork for the 
mob that assembled outside 
the Capitol and stormed inside. 
Five people died.

On Friday, as defense law-
yers repeated their own videos 
over and over, some Democrats 
chuckled and whispered among 
themselves as many of their 
faces flashed on the screen. 
Some passed notes. Connecti-
cut Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
threw up his hands, apparent-
ly amused, when his face ap-
peared. Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar rolled her eyes. 
Most Republicans watched in-
tently.

During a break, some joked 
about the videos and others 
said they were a distraction 
or a “false equivalence” with 
Trump’s behavior.

“Well, we heard the word 
‘fight’ a lot,” said Maine Sen. 
Angus King, an independent 

who caucuses with the Demo-
crats.

Colorado Sen. Michael Ben-
net said it felt like the lawyers 
were “erecting straw men to 
then take them down rather 
than deal with the facts.”

“We weren’t asking them 
fight like hell to overthrow an 
election,” Blumenthal said.

After the arguments ended, 
senators asked more than 20 
questions of the lawyers, read 
by a clerk after submission in 
writing, including several from 
Republicans who are being 
closely watched for how they 
will vote.

GOP Sen. Bill Cassidy of 
Louisiana asked about Trump’s 
tweet criticizing Pence mo-
ments after having been told 
by another senator that the vice 
president had just been evacu-
ated. Van der Veen responded 
that at “no point” was the pres-
ident informed of any danger. 
Cassidy told reporters later it 
was not a very good answer

Trump’s defenders told sen-
ators that Trump was entitled 
to dispute the 2020 election re-
sults and that his doing so did 
not amount to inciting the vio-
lence. They sought to turn the 
tables on prosecutors by liken-
ing the Democrats’ questioning 
of the legitimacy of Trump’s 
2016 win to his challenge of his 
election loss.

The defense team did not dis-
pute the horror of the violence, 
painstakingly reconstructed by 
impeachment managers earlier 
in the week, but said it had been 
carried out by people who had 
“hijacked” what was supposed 
to be a peaceful event and had 
planned violence before Trump 
had spoken.

“You can’t incite what was 
already going to happen,” van 
der Veen said.

Acknowledging the reality 
of the January day is meant 
to blunt the visceral impact of 
the House Democrats’ case and 
pivot to what Trump’s defend-
ers see as the core — and more 
winnable — issue of the trial: 
Whether Trump actually incit-
ed the riot. The argument is 
likely to appeal to Republican 
senators who want to be seen 
as condemning the violence but 
without convicting the presi-
dent.

Anticipating defense efforts 
to disentangle Trump’s rhet-
oric from the rioters’ actions, 
the impeachment managers 
spent days trying to fuse them 
together through a reconstruc-
tion of never-been-seen video 
footage alongside clips of the 
president’s months of urging 
his supporters to undo the elec-
tion results.

On Thursday, they described 
in stark, personal terms the 
terror they faced that January 
day — some of it in the very 
Senate chamber where sena-
tors now are sitting as jurors. 
They used security video of ri-
oters searching menacingly for 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and Vice President Mike Pence, 
smashing into the building and 
engaging in bloody, hand-to-
hand combat with police.

Though defense lawyers 
sought to boil down the case to 
a single Trump speech, Demo-
crats displayed the many pub-
lic and explicit instructions he 
gave his supporters well be-
fore the White House rally that 
unleashed the deadly Capitol 
attack as Congress was certify-

ing Democrat Joe Biden’s vic-
tory. And they used the rioters’ 
own videos and words from 
Jan. 6 to try to pin responsibili-
ty on Trump. “We were invited 
here,” said one Capitol invader. 
“Trump sent us,” said another. 
“He’ll be happy. We’re fighting 
for Trump.”

The prosecutors’ goal was to 
cast Trump not as a bystand-
er but rather as the “inciter 
in chief” who spread election 
falsehoods, then encouraged 
supporters to come challenge 
the results in Washington.

The Democrats also are de-
manding that he be barred from 
holding future federal office. 

Trump’s lawyers say that 
goal only underscores the 
“hatred” Democrats feel for 
Trump. Throughout the trial, 
they showed clips from Demo-
crats questioning the legitima-
cy of his presidency and sug-
gesting as early as 2017 that he 
should be impeached.

“Hatred is at the heart of the 
house managers’ fruitless at-
tempts to blame Donald Trump 
for the criminal acts of the riot-
ers — based on double hearsay 
statements of fringe right-wing 
groups, based on no real evi-
dence other than rank specula-
tion,” van der Veen said. 

Trump’s lawyers noted that 
in the same Jan. 6 speech he 
encouraged the crowd to be-
have “peacefully,” and they 
contend that his remarks — and 
his general distrust of the elec-
tion results — are all protected 
under the First Amendment. 
Democrats strenuously resist 
that assertion, saying his words 
weren’t political speech but 
rather amounted to direct in-
citement of violence.


