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Thursday’s weather  — Rain likely after 2 p.m. High 74, low 56. See Page 2A.
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Today’s question is:

Are music and the arts 
important for students?

Tuesday’s question:

Are you looking forward 
to fairs and festivals this 

year?

Yes

No

51%

49%

Log onto
heraldstaronline.com

before 9 p.m. today
to cast your vote.
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COVID-19
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

According to the federal Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention, the reported illnesses 

have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 
and death for confirmed COVID-19 coronavirus 

cases. The following symptoms may appear two 
to 14 days after exposure:

ł Fever

ł Cough

ł Shortness of breath

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 
and develop a fever and symptoms, call your 

health care provider for medical advice.

CONFIRMED CASES
ł Jefferson County: 

4,952 (143 deaths)

ł Harrison County: 1,040 

(24 deaths)

ł Hancock County: 2,610

(95 deaths)

ł Brooke County: 2,049

(60 deaths)

ł Ohio: 852,146

(18,382 deaths)

ł West Virginia: 138,429

(2,613 deaths)

By ALEXANDRA JAFFE and 

RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press

COLUMBUS (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden pledged Tues-
day that his $1.9 trillion rescue 
package would build on the 
promise of the Affordable Care 
Act, the hallmark legislation 
of Barack Obama's presidency 
that became law 11 years ago.

Biden's COVID-19 relief law 
pumps up "Obamacare" premi-
um subsidies to address long-
standing problems of afford-
ability, particularly for people 
with middle-class incomes. 
More taxpayer assistance 
means, in effect, that consum-
ers who buy their own policies 
through HealthCare.gov will 
pay hundreds of dollars less 
out of their own pockets.

"We have a duty not just to 
protect it, but to make it better 
and keep becoming a nation 
where health care is a right 

for all, not a privilege for a 
few," Biden said at the James 
Cancer Hospital in Columbus, 
Ohio. "Millions of families will 
be able to sleep a little more 
soundly at night because they 
don't have to worry about los-
ing everything if they get sick."

Biden's speech in the capi-
tal of a political battleground 
state is part of a mini-blitz by 
the White House to highlight 
the relief package. Newly 
minted Health Secretary Xavi-
er Becerra will echo Biden's 
comments Tuesday in Carson 
City, Nevada, and join a Flori-
da-themed Zoom event. Second 
gentleman Douglas Emhoff 
will pitch the aid in Omaha,  
Nebraska.

Yet events interrupted the 
push, as Biden needed to also 
address a mass shooting in 
Boulder, Colorado, that left 10 
people dead. 

By FARNOUSH AMIRI and 

ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
Report for America/Associated Press

COLUMBUS (AP) — Republican 
Gov. Mike DeWine on Tuesday ve-
toed a GOP-backed bill that would 
limit Ohio governors' ability to issue 
orders during a public health emer-
gency, a move promising a show-
down with members of his party 
who have vowed to override him.

DeWine made good on his earlier 
promise to veto the latest iteration 
of the proposal, marking the second 
time in four months the longtime of-
ficeholder has shut down attempts 
by his fellow Republicans to limit 
his powers during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The executive action came one 
day after DeWine sent a letter to 
Rep. Scott Wiggam, of Wooster, 
pleading with him and majority Re-
publicans to reach a compromise on 
the proposal.

The bill "jeopardizes the safety of 
every Ohioan," DeWine said in Tues-
day's veto message. He added that 
the legislation "strikes at the heart 
of local health departments' ability 
to move quickly to protect the public 
from the most serious emergencies 
Ohio could face."

DeWine 
vetoes 2nd 
GOP-backed 
effort to limit 
health orders

Biden expands ‘Obamacare’ by 
cutting health insurance costs

By WARREN SCOTT
Staff writer

WELLSBURG — As a group 
of students and parents pick-
eted outside the Brooke Coun-

ty Board of Education’s office 
Monday evening, the board 
set about approving funds for 
a National Guard-run student 
leadership program and the 
extension of a sewer line to 

Brooke Intermediate South.
The protest wasn’t against 

the two issues or any other 
matter on the board’s agenda 
on Monday.

Warren Scott

VOICING THEIR OPPOSITION — A group of Brooke County students and parents gathered outside the 
Brooke County school board office during its meeting Monday evening to express their opposition to 
alleged plans to cut staffing in school music and art departments. School officials haven’t confirmed the 
plans, though this is the usual time for the board to consider staff cuts and transfers for the 2021-22 
school year.

Brooke students, parents concerned about staff cuts

See BROOKE Page 5A ➪See BIDEN Page 5A ➪

See DEWINE Page 5A ➪

By ANDREW GRIMM
Staff writer

STEUBENVILLE — It was not 
unanimous, but Dr. Patrick Mace-
donia will serve on the Jefferson 
County Board of Health for anoth-
er term.  

The Jefferson County District 
Advisory Council held its annual 
meeting Tuesday night inside the 
Jefferson County Tower, with the 
main focus of the agenda to make 
an appointment to the seat that 
Macedonia has held for approxi-
mately 19 months. That term was 
up this month.  

There were two applicants for 
the seat — Macedonia and Dr. Ra-
chel Gilman. Both were present at 
the meeting and given an opportu-
nity to address the DAC members 
and the audience.  

After a lengthy executive ses-
sion, the DAC executive commit-
tee, a five-person panel formed 
during the meeting, held two votes.  

The executive committee was 
formed due to a lack of quorum, 
with only 13 members present.  

Thomas Graham, executive 
committee member by virtue of 
being chair of the Jefferson Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, made 
a motion to appoint Gilman, but he 
and DAC Chairman Dave Ramsey 
were the only executive commit-
tee members to vote in favor of 
her appointment.  

Steubenville City Manager Jim 
Mavromatis moved to re-appoint 
Macedonia, and that motion car-
ried a required majority to accept 
his appointment.  

Macedonia to remain on board

Andrew Grimm

MOTION — District Advisory Council member Rich Davis raises his hand to second a mo-
tion during Tuesday's annual meeting of the DAC. See MACEDONIA Page 5A ➪

By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

 
STEUBENVILLE — Con-

vincing council to jump back 
on the social media bandwagon 
is going to be an uphill battle, 
though a companion propos-
al to repeal the city's public 
forum regulation could fare    
better.

At Tuesday's meeting, some 
council members said creating 
an official city Facebook page 
would be a mistake.

Fourth Ward Councilman 
Scott Dressel said it's been 
tried before with less than sat-
isfactory results.

"I used to help run the page 
when the city had (one be-
fore)," he said. "It was awful, 
it wasn't constructive — it was 
destructive."

First Ward Councilwoman 
Asantewa Anyabwile had pro-
posed using social media to 
disseminate information, sug-
gesting it could help city offi-
cials get information to their 

constituents in addition to 
more traditional methods.

"Sometimes the negative 
comments might help us grow, 
but definitely the positive 
comments are a gauge of what 
we're doing," she said. "You 
have to accept the negative and 
positive."

Sixth Ward Councilman Bob 
Villamagna said council's job is 
to "conduct business," not deal 
with threats and name-calling.

"We're here to conduct 
business for the city of                                

Steubenville," he said. "I can 
take constructive criticism ... 
I'm not OK with being threat-
ened, I'm not OK with being 
called names, I'm not OK with 
being accused (of wrongdoing). 
This council, we don't always 
get along. We have disagree-
ments, but I can't name anyone 
on this council that (isn't trying 
to make Steubenville a better 
place)."

Dressel and Third Ward 
Councilman Eric Timmons 
have their own Facebook     

pages, but both monitor them 
closely. Social media can be 
a powerful tool, he said, but, 
"Since the city has to allow 
comments and can't shut them 
off, I don't want to use taxpay-
er money to pay people to mon-
itor possible vulgar, inflam-
matory, personal attacks and 
negative comments 24 hours 
a day," Timmons said. "I don't 
think the city needs a Facebook 
page."

Council debates social media presence

See COUNCIL Page 5A ➪
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Winter grave decor needs removed

BLOOMINGDALE — All winter grave decora-
tions are to be removed by April 1 at Blooming-
dale, Unionport and Pine Run cemeteries.

Individuals who want to save their decorations 
should have them removed prior to that date. 
Otherwise, all decorations will be disposed of by 
the cemetery caretakers.

Springfield Township cemetery cleanup

BERGHOLZ — All winter decorations need to 
be removed from the Bergholz, Circle Green and 
Apex cemeteries by April 1.

If decorations are not removed by this date 
they will be discarded. 

Those with questions can contact township of-
ficials at (740) 768-2339.

From staff reports

WEIRTON — After 
about a year of limita-
tions to services and op-
erations as a result of the 
COVID-19 virus, officials 
at Weirton Medical Cen-
ter say things are return-
ing to normal.

“WMC is functioning 
almost totally back to 
normal with all services 
being completely open 
for patients and visitors,” 
said Kelli McCoy, direc-
tor of communications. 
“While continuing to treat 
incidental cases, we have 
had no COVID patients 
for the majority of the 

last month and we are fo-
cused on making sure we 
are 100 percent open for 
the public, especially pa-
tients needing emergency 
care.”

The hospital initiated a 
variety of precautionary 
measures in March 2020, 
as the virus began to 
spread through the state, 
including limiting visita-
tion to only a few depart-
ments, halting outpatient 
services and implement-
ing new screening proce-
dures for those coming 
into the building. 

McCoy noted the hos-
pital gift shop has re-
opened, and WMC is in 

the process of restarting 
its community programs.

“We are reaching out 
to high schools to restart 
our sports physical pro-
gram as well as medical 
education classes in CPR 
and ACLS,” McCoy said. 
“We are excited to go 
back to doing what we do 
best which is providing 
compassionate, excep-
tional health care for the 
entire community.” 

While operations are 
up and running, offi-
cials say there remain 
challenges ahead for 
the hospital and the                                        
community.

“The biggest challenge 

we are facing now is, 
honestly, the advanced 
complications in medical 
conditions for patients 
who have delayed care,” 
McCoy said. “Emergency 
room volumes across the 
U.S. continue to be down, 
but, unfortunately, many 
of those patients who 
have avoided treatment 
are now coming to the 
hospital in much worse 
condition than they would 
have been if they had 
come earlier. We are see-
ing the same for people 
who put off surgery or 
routine screenings. Our 
message continues to be, 
don’t wait.”

Weirton Medical Center returning to normal operations

DeWine
Continued from Page 1A

Brooke
Continued from Page 1A

Brooke High School 
music students Sidney 
Felouzis and Kamryn 
Mayhew said they and 
others came to protest 
reports that some mu-
sic and art teachers 
may be cut and those re-
maining will be forced 
to serve more than one                            
school.

They joined adults and 
students who have turned 
to social media to voice 
their dissatisfaction over 
the alleged changes.

Stephanie Duffy-Zim-
mer, communications di-
rector for the school dis-
trict, said there are plans 
to restructure the music 

and art departments but 
not to cut them.

She said the board 
can’t comment on pend-
ing staff cuts or trans-
fers but notification will 
be made of any relat-
ed hearings before the                          
board.

Staff facing termina-
tion or transfer normally 
are notified at this time of 
year and those who have 
worked beyond a three-
year probationary period 
may request a hearing be-
fore the board, which they 
can choose to be open or 
closed to the public.

Under state code, 
school boards may vote 

on cuts or transfers no 
earlier than May 1.

There was no discus-
sion by the board of the 
matter, though resident 
Kenny Orovic told the 
board he gained much 
from his art instruction 
in high school and would 
like to see others benefit 
also.

The board support-
ed adoption at the high 
school and alternative 
learning center of the 
West Virginia National 
Guard’s Future Leaders 
Program, which involves 
students learning about 
citizenship, life skills 
and military science and 

providing community         
service.    

Leaders of the pro-
gram told the board the 
cost to participate is 
$80,000, which includes 
instructors from the 
National Guard, but a 
$40,000 grant is available.

The board also grant-
ed an easement for the 
Brooke County Public 
Service District to enter 
property at Brooke Inter-
mediate North, formerly 
Franklin Primary School, 
to extend a sewer line 
from the school to a main 
line at Franklin Manor.

Steve Mitchell, the 
school district’s facilities 

supervisor, said the line 
will replace a package 
treatment plant serving 
the school and the school 
district will install a 
pump station for the line.

Last year the board 
sought and was granted 
a $518,385 emergency 
grant from the West Vir-
ginia School Building Au-
thority for the septic sys-
tem, which had fallen into 
disrepair.

Crook said no local 
funds will be used for the 
project.

In other business, the 
board:

¯ Approved payment 
of $28,248, from state 

funds, to the Ohio Floor 
Co. to refurbish the high 
school’s auxiliary gym; 
and $18,800 to AB Spe-
cialties for the replace-
ment of three doors at the 
entrance of the alterna-
tive learning center. 

¯ Approved the 
$135,331 purchase, using 
state funds, of English 
textbooks and computer 
software for grades 9-12; 
and $15,254 purchase, us-
ing federal funds, of cur-
ricula for special educa-
tion students. 

(Scott can be contacted 
at wscott@heraldstaron-
line.com.)

Macedonia
Continued from Page 1A

Biden
Continued from Page 1A

Chairman Ramsey voted 
against the motion.  

During the correspondence 
portion of the meeting, five 
letters were read — one from 
health board member Jean 
Phillipe Rigaud in support of 
Macedonia, one from local ac-
tivist and Steubenville City 
Council candidate Royal Mayo 
critical of Macedonia, and 
three from citizens of the coun-
ty in support of Gilman or the 
appointment of a woman to the     
board.  

All five members of the cur-
rent board are men.  

Rigaud, in his letter, praised 
Macedonia's work and leader-
ship with the board of health.  

Mayo's letter was both criti-
cal of Macedonia and board of 
health President Terry Bell, 
citing an incident at the board's 
November meeting during 
which Mayo was on the agenda 
but told he was not allowed to 

speak and the involvement of a 
sheriff's deputy.  

"The actions of several board 
members culminated into a 
meeting where their behaviors 
were reprehensible," the letter 
from Mayo said, adding that 
Macedonia recessing the meet-
ing in question was "degrading."

The letter also stated that 
Mayo felt "in harm's way" due 
to remarks Mayo said were 
made by Macedonia to the sher-
iff's deputy about his firearm 
being loaded.  

"The officer has never been 
directed to remove or chastise 
any other individual that is not 
of color," the letter said, giving 
the deputy credit for remaining 
"levelheaded."

Ramsey said the letter, when 
it was received, was sent to the 
county prosecutor's office, and 
they told him it was not a mat-
ter they would investigate.  

Pointed out in the letters 

from residents were concerns 
the all-male makeup of the 
board does not effectively rep-
resent the population of the 
county.  

"Women account for more 
than half of the county's popu-
lation, we need a voice," a letter 
from a resident said.  

"We have an opportunity in 
Jefferson County to add a high-
ly qualified female physician 
to our local board of health 
who has been recognized at 
the state level," another letter 
said, pointing out in addition to 
the board members, the health 
commissioner and medical di-
rector are also men.  

Macedonia, during his re-
marks, noted that, while he is a 
man, his more than 40-year ca-
reer as gynecologist has helped 
him to understand the concerns 
of women.  

"I understand women very 
well," he said. "I understand 

their needs, their concerns. 
Even though I'm a male, my 
practice allows me to under-
stand women."

He also said that he tried 
to bring accountability to the 
board and that positions he took 
were "based on science."

"With all due respect to Mr. 
Bell, at my first meeting I re-
alized the health department 
was run very inefficiently with 
no accountability," he said. "I 
think with my presence on that 
committee, that board became 
more accountable, more re-
sponsible to the citizens of Jef-
ferson County."

Gilman said during her re-
marks her interest in the po-
sition was to give back to the 
community and continue to 
help the under-served.  

"I'd like to get more in-
volved," she said. "I live in Jef-
ferson County. I have three 
kids that go to school here.  

"I would serve as a commu-
nity member. I think we can do 
better."  

Both noted they are 
not affiliated with Trinity 
Health System, making them                             
"independent."

The executive session to de-
liberate the appointment lasted 
more than a half hour.  

Prior to that action, the DAC 
held a reorganization portion 
of the meeting, with Ram-
sey re-appointed chair and 
Scott Fabian re-appointed as            
secretary.  

The DAC also got annual 
reports from Health Commis-
sioner Andrew Henry, Envi-
ronmental Director Marc Mar-
agos, Nursing Director Hannah 
Piko and WIC Director Stepha-
nie Chester.

"I want to commend the 
health department," Ramsey 
said. "Everyone has done a tre-
mendous job."

Both say they're not sure 
how they'll vote on Anyab-
wile's other proposal, the pub-
lic forum rules repeal, when it 
comes up for its third and final 
reading March 30.

"I've always been for a com-
plete public forum, no sig-
nups," Timmons said. "Howev-
er, I've seen council members 
personally attacked and busi-
ness owners slandered with un-
truths ... I haven't made up my 
mind yet, and I probably won't 
until the vote."

Dressel said he favors 
scrapping the public forum 
rules in their entirety and re-
lying on the charter, which 
states that any person or group 
that wants to address council 
be allotted five minutes before 
adjournment to speak.

"Do we really need an ordi-
nance with rules in it that are 

trying to enforce behavior as 
opposed to content, when our 
charter specifically says we 
have to have a public forum?" 
he asked.

"Hard as it is to believe, I'm 
hesitant to vote for this. The 
only reason is, I don't think I 
want to convolute it by adding 
a bunch of rules around it. I 
want to repeal it all," Dressel 
said adding "more stuff on top 
of where we are isn't going to 
make it any easier."

City Manager Jim Mavro-
matis said the current rules 
give him time to find answers 
to questions and concerns 
raised by townspeople who 
sign up.

"I can see what they're go-
ing to be and get answers for 
them," he said. "When I call 
them with the answers, I tell 
them they're still entitled to 

speak ... but a lot of times they 
don't want to, they say, 'You've 
saved me a trip.'

"I've yet to see where it 
stops anybody from speaking 
to council."

Mavromatis said the signup 
up requirement "has worked, 
it's kept (meetings) more or-
derly," though he did say he's 
fine with council tweaking 
the deadline if that's their           
preference.

"I don't think it's ever kept 
anyone from coming down to 
council," he noted.

Villamagna said "nobody's 
ever tried to stop anybody" 
from bringing their concerns 
to city officials.

Anyabwile insists a change 
is needed.

"At least some talk has been 
generated about people coming 
and being able to speak," she 

said. "It's about having a pub-
lic forum, people being able 
to speak. People should be al-
lowed to speak, people should 
be respectful, there should not 
be name calling ... people need 
to be grown up and respect one 
another."

Villamagna, meanwhile, told 
council that once details of the 
latest stimulus package are 
finalized, he'd like council to 
meet to discuss how best to use 
the funds.

He said the city stands to 
receive $15.9 million, but the 
federal government will have 
strict rules about how it's   
used.

Council pointed out those 
funds can't replace the need 
for passage of the renew-
al levies on the May election            
ballot.

"It's my understanding   

nothing is definite about how 
the money is going to be al-
lowed to be used," he said. "My 
hope is that we can use it on 
the water infrastructure and 
sewers, and maybe (reduce the 
rate burden) on residents ..."

"It really is a wonderful op-
portunity for us," Councilwom-
an at large Kimberly Hahn 
said. "I want to make sure we 
make very good decisions 
about (how it's used)."

Second Ward Councilman 
Craig Petrella said he agreed 
with Villamagna, "This council 
needs to meet and dissect it, 
come up with (a plan)," he said.

"Whatever we can do for 
the city," he added. "It's not 
free money — it's our tax dol-
lars, they're just giving back 
some of the money we paid in. 
They're not giving us anything 
we haven't paid into."

Council
Continued from Page 1A

The Senate bill in ques-
tion would allow state 
lawmakers to rescind 
public health orders is-
sued by the governor or 
the Ohio Department of 
Health as soon as they 
take effect, as well as 
prevent the governor 
from reintroducing simi-
lar orders for at least 60 
days. The bill would also 

limit state of emergency 
orders to a period of 90 
days but allow lawmakers 
to extend them in 60-day 
increments indefinitely.

The legislation would 
cripple the state's ability 
to address an emerging 
public health crisis and 
open up local health de-
partments to lawsuits by 
anyone who disagrees 

with their enforcement 
actions, DeWine says. 

But Republican law-
makers supporting the 
bill say it will bring 
checks and balances back 
to state government. 

"One branch of gov-
ernment is not meant to 
have unchecked and un-
fettered authority over 
our entire society for 

an undefined period of 
time," bill sponsor Sen. 
Rob McColley, a Napo-
leon Republican, told The 
Columbus Dispatch. "Re-
ally these changes are in 
response to what we per-
ceived as a shortcoming 
in the Ohio code."

Multiple Ohio hospital 
and health systems, pub-
lic health departments, 

and the state's major as-
sociations of doctors and 
nurses have all sided with 
the governor.

Rep. Emilia Sykes of 
Akron, the top House 
Democrat, also backed 
DeWine's veto. The leg-
islation threatens Ohio's 
ability to respond quick-
ly to coronavirus out-
breaks and variants "by           

slowing our response, 
putting more lives at risk 
and further destabilizing 
our economy," Sykes said.

On Monday, DeWine 
said, without providing 
any details, that he sent 
House and Senate lead-
ership a compromise last 
weekend that would in-
clude their concerns for 
legislative oversight.

He spoke about the 
shooting and need for 
background checks be-
fore leaving for Ohio. 
And while touring a can-
cer center in Columbus, 
Biden was asked if he 
had the political capital to 
move forward on new gun 
control measures. 

"I hope so," said Biden, 
crossing his fingers. "I 
don't know. I haven't done 

any counting yet."
On health care, the 

numbers suggest that 
consumers' fears about 
medical costs could be 
eased by the new rescue 
package. The COVID-19 
legislation cuts premi-
ums paid by a hypothet-
ical 64-year-old making 
$58,000 from $1,075 a 
month to about $413, 
based on Congressional 

Budget Office estimates. 
A 45-year-old making 
$19,300 would pay zero in 
premiums as compared 
with about $67 on aver-
age before the law. Peo-
ple who have even a brief 
spell of unemployment 
this year can get a stan-
dard plan for zero premi-
um and reduced copays 
and deductibles.

"The ACA is over a 

decade old and this is lit-
erally the first time that 
Democrats have been 
successful at improving 
it," said analyst Larry 
Levitt of the nonpartisan 
Kaiser Family Founda-
tion. "Democrats have 
succeeded politically by 
selling the ACA's pro-
tections for preexisting 
conditions, but afford-
ability has always been a 

challenge. And now Dem-
ocrats have successfully 
improved the premium 
help available under the 
law." 

New and existing cus-
tomers will be able to take 
advantage of the savings 
starting April 1 by going 
to HealthCare.gov. States 
that run their own health 
insurance markets will 
offer the same enhanced 

assistance, although 
timetables for implemen-
tation may vary. The ad-
ministration announced 
Tuesday that people will 
now be able to enroll for 
subsidized HealthCare.
gov coverage until Aug. 
15, an extension of three 
months. Biden has opened 
up the health insurance 
markets as part of his 
coronavirus response. 


