
APARTMENTS104 | CLEVELAND JEWISH NEWS | CJN.ORG SEPTEMBER 3, 2021

WHAT’S NEXT
Mackenzie Makepeace, development 

director at RMS, said the Farnsleigh corner 
site is a logical next step for residential 
construction.

“We feel like this is just a great site 
for residential,” she told the CJN July 7. 
“We’re so close to the hub that was created 
through the first phase of development.”

In addition, she said, having residential 
units across the street will increase 
residential density, which should help the 
retailers at Van Aken District.

“We’re not just creating a standalone 
building that happens to be next to what 
we’ve already created,” she said. “It’s a 
continuation of .. what we started so many 
years ago.”

She said the split building will “bring a 
lot of residential density in a tall tower, but 
break up that mass along Farnsleigh.”

She said the sight lines down Walker 
Road were created by the cutouts.

She also spoke to the decision to build tall.

VERTICAL VERSUS HORIZONTAL
“The height allows us to bring more 

residents to the space while kind of 
opening up the back of the site for green 
space,” she said.

Makepeace said she hopes the new 
apartment building will attract “a great mix 
of people, just like the city of Shaker does,” 
with units ranging from 600 square feet for 
one-bedroom apartments to penthouse 
units that will be nearly 3,000 square feet.

She said the Farnsleigh lot is closer to 
the Farnsleigh RTA stop than it is to the end 
of the line.

“So this should allow residents really 
easy access to downtown,” she said. “To the 
airport if they choose, and we’re hoping 
that this encourages people to become 
either one-car no-car families.”

DENSITY AS A GOAL
Ratner said it was the success of the first 

units at Van Aken District that allowed RMS 
to consider the yet-to-be-built apartments 
on Farnsleigh and Van Aken.

Over the past 21 years, the city 
developed six major plans, and held  
61 public meetings around the 
development of Van Aken District.

“So there’s been a lot of input from 
the community in crafting this vision,” 
Braverman explained.

That might be why the city Planning 
Commission approved the final design for 
the two-tower apartment building at the 
corner of Farnsleigh Road and Van Aken 
Boulevard in a unanimous vote June 2, 
albeit with conditions and requests for 
additional detail.

Braverman explained that RMS is 
developing the Van Aken District “one 
parcel at a time.”

“This is a development style I support 
because it’s more authentic,” Braverman 
said, adding that the variance allowing 
the entire building to be dedicated to 
residential – rather than a mix of retail and 
residential – made sense on that site, and 
that it fits into the district’s overall mix.

LOOKING AHEAD
The corner of Chagrin Boulevard and 

Warrensville Center Road is slated for 
development, Braverman said, as is the 
former Qua Buick lot on the corner of 
Farnsleigh and Warrensville Center roads 
across from Shaker Rocks. 

“There is a lot of interest out there on 
that parcel,” said Braverman, adding a 
request for proposals is being worked on 
for the Qua Buick lot, which is now an 
empty lot. “So, we do feel the time is right 
to get that going.”

The city also owns a vacant lot south of 
Wendy’s on Warrensville Center Road and 
the city has been working with the owner of 
an adjacent parcel to that one as well on a 

possible redevelopment plan.
RTA, meanwhile, plans to redevelop 

its end-of-the-line station, helping to 
complete the city’s vision of the land.

Along the way, the city has received 
grants to reconfigure the intersection.

Braverman said RTA considered 
extending the blue line to Harvard Road 
or to Northfield Road. Both concepts were 
thought not to be easily funded and haven’t 
been realized, but RTA is now in the midst 
of planning a replacement for its station.

In 2023, the city of Shaker Heights will 
do additional work at the rapid transit 
station stop intersection with where it 
intersects with Tuttle Road.

FLEXING WITH COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Van Aken District was designed to 

allow for flexible space on Tuttle Road, 
where during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the road was closed in front of the Market 
Hall, fake grass was laid down and picnic 
tables with umbrellas were installed on the 
street for outdoor seating in a streeterie. 
That transformation, Ratner said, allowed 
restaurant operators to continue to operate 

through the pandemic.
The Van Aken District has had an 

expanded “DORA,” or “Designated 
Outdoor Refreshment Area” since last 
spring, and this past winter the DORA 
included a few igloos outside the Market 
Hall.

“We had worked with the city already 
sort of on a predetermined plan as to how 
we could close that street,” Ratner said. “So 
we didn’t need to go through a long and 
lengthy approval process.”

He said that streeterie will be open on 
an annual basis during warmer weather.

“We love it,” Ratner said. “I think the 
community loves it. And it just speaks 
to some of the kind of creativity and 
authenticity with which we developed the 
Van Aken District ... and then continue to 
bring it forward.”

To watch a video  
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There are plans to transform Shaker Plaza in the future.
Jon Ratner, CEO of RMS Investment Corp., walks through the living room, the name of the 
quarter-acre green space that is near Mitchell’s Homemade Iee Cream at Van Aken District in 
Shaker Heights.

The bandstand is ready for Friday evening concerts near the Market Hall at Van Aken District.
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