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Wednesday’s weather  — Partly sunny during the day. High 67, low 47. See Page 2A.
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From staff reports
 
WEIRTON — A group of 

Weirton residents has orga-
nized a town hall for further 
discussion on a natural gas well 
pad proposed by SWN Produc-
tion within the city.

The town hall will be held 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Weirton Room of the Millsop 
Community Center.

SWN Production, also known 
as Southwestern Energy, has 
filed for a permit with the state 
to allow the installation of a 
well pad on property owned by 
Brownlee Land Ventures locat-
ed off of Park Drive in Weirton. 
The same project was denied a 
conditional use permit by the 

Weirton Zoning Board of Ap-
peals in September.

The Office of Oil and Gas, 
a division of the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection, currently is accepting 
comment on the state permit 
application.

In addition to filing for a 
permit with the state to allow 
development of the well pad, 
SWN has appealed the ruling 
of the Weirton Zoning Board of 
Appeals to the Brooke County 
Circuit Court.

The company also filed a 
lawsuit against the city, claim-
ing municipal laws governing 
the zoning of natural gas op-
erations within the city limits 
were invalid.

Weirton town hall set on well pad proposal

By JOSH BOAK and COLLEEN LONG
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden signed his hard-fought $1 tril-
lion infrastructure deal into law Mon-
day before a bipartisan, celebratory 
crowd on the White House lawn, de-
claring that the new infusion of cash 
for roads, bridges, ports and more is 
going to make life "change for the bet-
ter" for the American people.

But prospects are tougher for fur-
ther bipartisanship ahead of the 2022 
midterm elections as Biden pivots 
back to more difficult negotiations 
over his broader $1.85 trillion social 
spending package.

The president hopes to use the in-
frastructure law to build back his pop-
ularity, which has taken a hit amid ris-
ing inflation and the inability to fully 
shake the public health and economic 
risks from COVID-19.

"My message to the American peo-
ple is this: America is moving again 
and your life is going to change for the 
better," he said.

With the bipartisan deal, the pres-
ident had to choose between his 
promise of fostering national unity 
and a commitment to transformative 
change. The final measure whittled 
down much of his initial vision for in-
frastructure. Yet the administration 
hopes to sell the new law as a success 
that bridged partisan divides and will 
elevate the country with clean drink-
ing water, high-speed internet and a 
shift away from fossil fuels.

"Folks, too often in Washington, 
the reason we didn't get things done 
is because we insisted on getting ev-
erything we want. Everything," Biden 
said. "With this law, we focused on 
getting things done. I ran for presi-
dent because the only way to move 
our country forward in my view was 
through compromise and consensus."

Biden will get outside Washington 
to sell the plan more broadly in com-
ing days. 

Biden signs $1T 
infrastructure 
package with 
bipartisan crowd

See BIDEN Page 5A ➪

By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

 
STEUBENVILLE — When bigger 

employers are offering hiring bonus-
es and paying higher-than-minimum 
wage and still struggling to fill open-
ings, Tony Corella figures guys like 
him in an industry like his have even 
less chance of finding the help they 
need.

Corella, owner and operator 
of Two Brothers Dry Cleaners on 
North Fourth Street, said job hunt-
ers don’t even bother showing up for                       
interviews.

“I can’t find people,” he said. “No-
body’s knocking the door down to get 
a job here.”

The dry cleaning industry is shrink-
ing, at least locally. Where residents 
once had their pick of dry cleaning 
establishments to take their dress 
clothes to in the area, now there are 
only three locally — Two Brothers, 
Esquire Cleaners at 4332 Sunset Blvd. 
in Steubenville and Shuey’s Clean-
ers, at 124 Seventh St. in Wellsburg. 
The latest to close was Friendly Dry 
Cleaners, which shuttered its opera-
tion on Main Street in Weirton during 
the summer.

“I ran this plant through the pan-
demic myself, basically,” Corella said. 
“The dry cleaning, the laundry, I was 
processing everything myself. But I 
had a stroke, I can’t do it all now.”

Corella said he gets to work by 8 
a.m. and opens for business at 9 a.m. 
Currently, if he has to make a deliv-
ery, do a pick-up or even take his son 
to a doctor’s appointment and his one 
part-time employee can’t come in be-
cause of other commitments, he has 
to put a “closed” sign in the window. 
The sign has been in his window lately 
more often than he’d like.

Linda Harris

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE — Tony Corella, owner of Two Brothers Dry Cleaners in Steubenville, is worried about the 
future of shops like his, as well as the industry as a whole. 

Facing an uncertain future

Local dry cleaning businesses shrinking as difficult challenges continue

See FUTURE Page 5A ➪

By WARREN SCOTT
Staff writer

WELLSBURG — The 
Brooke County Board of Ed-
ucation was questioned Mon-
day about security measures 
at Brooke High School and 
tabled plans to sell the for-
mer Colliers Primary School 
building.

The board heard from 
Martin Wood, a parent who 
said he recently visited the 
high school wearing a mask 
and a hat, which he felt 
helped to conceal his identi-
ty, but went unquestioned by 
a security guard there.

Security, school sale before Brooke board

Warren Scott

SECURITY QUESTIONED — The Brooke County Board of Education 
was questioned Monday about security measures about Brooke High 
School and tabled plans to seek bids for the former Colliers Primary 
School.

By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

STEUBENVILLE — Chaos 
Divers, the volunteers who last 
week found the bodies of a Bel-
mont County couple who’d been 
missing for three years sub-
merged in the Ohio River, also 
located 13 vehicles dumped in 
the river at the Steubenville 
marina before they left town.

Sheriff Fred Abdalla said 
the divers located about 12 cars 
and a truck, “but nobody was in 
them, thank God.”

“People have been stealing 
cars, taking them down there 
and throwing them in the riv-
er for years,” he said. “We just 
wanted to make sure no bodies 
were in them.”

Abdalla said he wanted to be 
sure the river wasn’t hiding the 

remains of Charlie Hanlon, the 
Bloomingdale man who left his 
home 22 years ago to pick up a 
motorcycle in Florida and was 
never seen again.

“(He’s) been missing for 
over 20 years now, Charlie 
Hanlon,” Abdalla said. “So, 
while they were in town, I had 
them go down to the marina 
and check.”

Abdalla said Hanlon is be-

lieved to have been murdered.
“We knew there were cars 

that had been taken down 
there, that’s no secret,” Abdal-
la said. “We didn’t know how 
many. But while that crew was 
in town, we figured they had 
the expertise, the equipment, 
to get inside the cars — lo-
cal law enforcement doesn’t 
have all that. We wanted to 
utilize them while they were                                                      

here.”
“Right now, they’re done un-

less something concrete comes 
up,” he added.

Abdalla said the Illi-
nois-based Chaos Divers are 
“strictly volunteer … they try 
to help families locate loved 
ones that they feel may be in 
the river.” 

Secrets submerged in the Ohio River discovered

See OHIO RIVER Page 5A ➪

See BROOKE Page 5A ➪
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Finance committee to meet today 
WINTERSVILLE — Wintersville Council’s fi-

nance committee will meet at 6 p.m. today at the 
Municipal Building. 

MRDD board to meet 
STEUBENVILLE — The Jefferson County 

Board of Development Disabilities will meet in 
regular season at 4 p.m. Thursday in the admin-
istrative offices conference room, 250 John Scott 
Highway. 

To participate, call the board offices at (740) 
264-5812 prior to Thursday so arrangements can 
be made for accommodations. 

 

Special session for Cross Creek trustees 
WINTERSVILLE — The Cross Creek Town-

ship Board of Trustees will meet in special ses-
sion at 2 p.m. on Thursday at the board office at 
1267 Cadiz Road to discuss four items. 

They include to pass a resolution to purchase 
hand-held radios for the police and road depart-
ment with the Cares Act and American Rescue 
Funds; to approve the payments of two equip-
ment repair bills; to discuss the tire quotes and 
installation of electrical fixtures in the street ga-
rage; and to increase 2021 appropriations due to 
receiving FEMA money. 

 

Board of Elections to certify results 
STEUBENVILLE — The Jefferson County 

Board of Election will meet at 11:15 a.m. Wednes-
day at the Jefferson County Tower, located at 
500 Market St., to certify the results of the Nov. 
2 election.  

He said he first encountered 
them last month when a search 
for a missing person in Han-
cock County spilled over into 
Ohio, “and they found three or 

four cars between East Liver-
pool and Yellow Creek.”

The team was in Jefferson 
County last week searching 
for the body of a woman who 

went missing in 2007 when they 
found the remains of Brian 
Goff and Joni Davis. The pair 
had been missing since 2018.

Abdalla said it was a “big re-

lief, them finding that couple 
after they’d been missing 3.5 
years.”

“Now they know where 
they’re at, that’s a relief. It’s 

too bad it had to end that way.”
Abdalla said the cause of 

their deaths won’t be known 
until the autopsy results are        
in.

He intends go to New Hamp-
shire on Tuesday to visit a 
bridge on the state's "red list" 
for repair, and he will go to De-
troit on Wednesday for a stop 
at General Motors' electric ve-
hicle assembly plant, while oth-
er officials also fan out across 
the country. The president 
went to the Port of Baltimore 
last week to highlight how the 
supply chain investments from 
the law could limit inflation 
and strengthen supply chains, a 
key concern of voters who are 
dealing with higher prices.

"We see this as is an oppor-
tunity because we know that 
the president's agenda is quite 
popular," White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said Mon-
day before the signing. The 
outreach to voters can move 
"beyond the legislative process 
to talk about how this is going 
to help them. And we're hoping 
that's going to have an impact."

Biden held off on signing 
the hard-fought infrastructure 
deal after it passed on Nov. 5 
until legislators would be back 
from a congressional recess 
and could join in a splashy bi-
partisan event. On Sunday 
night before the signing, the 
White House announced Mitch 
Landrieu, the former New Or-
leans mayor, would help man-
age and coordinate the imple-
mentation of the infrastructure 
spending.

The gathering Monday on the 
White House lawn was unique-
ly upbeat with a brass band and 
peppy speeches, a contrast to 
the drama and tensions when 
the fate of the package was in 
doubt for several months. The 
speakers lauded the measure 

for creating jobs, combating 
inflation and responding to the 
needs of voters.

Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, a 
Republican who helped nego-
tiate the package, celebrated 
Biden's willingness to jettison 
much of his initial proposal to 
help bring GOP lawmakers on 
board. Portman even credit-
ed former President Donald 
Trump for raising awareness 
about infrastructure, even 
though the loser of the 2020 
election voiced intense opposi-
tion to the ultimate agreement.

"This bipartisan support 
for this bill comes because it 
makes sense for our constitu-
ents, but the approach from the 
center out should be the norm, 
not the exception," Portman 
said. 

The signing included gover-
nors and mayors of both parties 
and labor and business leaders. 

In addition to House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
the guest list included Republi-
cans such as Louisiana Sen. Bill 
Cassidy, Maine Sen. Susan Col-
lins, New York Rep. Tom Reed, 
Alaska Rep. Don Young and 
Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan.

In order to achieve a bipar-
tisan deal, the president had 
to cut back his initial ambition 
to spend $2.3 trillion on infra-
structure by more than half. 
The bill that becomes law on 
Monday in reality includes 
about $550 billion in new 
spending over 10 years, since 
some of the expenditures in the 
package were already planned.

The agreement ultimate-
ly got support from 19 Senate 
Republicans, including Senate 
GOP leader Mitch McConnell. 
Thirteen House Republicans 
also voted for the infrastruc-

ture bill. An angry Trump is-
sued a statement attacking "Old 
Crow" McConnell and other Re-
publicans for cooperating on "a 
terrible Democrat Socialist In-
frastructure Plan."

McConnell said the country 
"desperately needs" the new 
infrastructure money, but he 
skipped Monday's signing cer-
emony, telling WHAS radio in 
Louisville, Kentucky, that he 
had "other things" to do.

Historians, economists and 
engineers interviewed by The 
Associated Press welcomed 
Biden's efforts. But they 
stressed that $1 trillion was not 
nearly enough to overcome the 
government's failure for de-
cades to maintain and upgrade 
the country's infrastructure. 
The politics essentially forced 
a trade-off in terms of potential 
impact not just on the climate 
but on the ability to outpace the 
rest of the world this century 
and remain the dominant eco-
nomic power.

"We've got to be sober here 
about what our infrastructure 
gap is in terms of a level of in-
vestment and go into this eyes 
wide open, that this is not go-
ing to solve our infrastructure 
problems across the nation," 
said David Van Slyke, dean of 
the Maxwell School of Citizen-
ship and Public Affairs at Syra-
cuse University.

Biden also tried unsuccess-
fully to tie the infrastructure 
package to passage of a broad-
er package of $1.85 trillion in 
proposed spending on families, 
health care and a shift to re-
newable energy that could help 
address climate change. That 
measure has yet to gain suffi-

cient support from the narrow 
Democratic majorities in the 
Senate and House. 

Biden continues to work to 
appease Democratic skeptics 
of the broader package such as 
Sen. Joe Manchin of West Vir-
ginia, while also holding on to 
the most liberal branches of his 
party. Pelosi said in remarks 
at the Monday bill signing that 
the separate package will pass 
"hopefully this week."

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz ex-
pressed concern during a Fox 
News interview Sunday that 
Republican support for the 
infrastructure law could ulti-
mately lead Democrats to rally 
and back the second package

"They gave Joe Biden a po-
litical win," Cruz said of his fel-
low Republicans. 

"He will now go across the 
country touting, look at this big 
bipartisan win. And that addi-
tional momentum, unfortunate-
ly, makes it more likely that 
they whip their Democrats into 
shape and pass some multitril-
lion-dollar spending bill on top 
of this."

The haggling over infra-
structure has shown that Biden 
can still bring together Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, even 
as tensions continue to mount 
over the Jan. 6 assault on the 
U.S. Capitol by supporters of 
Donald Trump who falsely 
believe that Biden was not le-
gitimately elected president. 
Yet the result is a product that 
might not meet the existen-
tial threat of climate change 
or the transformative legacy 
of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
whose portrait hangs in Biden's 
Oval Office.

“I want to sell the business 
because I can’t do (it) at the 
speed people want,” he said, 
“I’m also 69 years old. Most 
people my age have been re-
tired, and I’m still here at 69.”

Adding to his problems: The 
company he’d been sending his 
cleaning to recently told him 
they can’t handle his business 
any more, in part because of the 
size of his plant, the issues he’s 
having finding people willing to 
work as well as single moms on 
the payroll having to miss work 
because their kids have a fever 
and can’t go to school.

So going forward, “I get to 
do it, and that’s not great. I only 
have one employee, and she has 
two jobs, and she has kids.”

Esquire’s owner Bill DiMi-
chele considers dry cleaning 
something of a dying art.

“The hardest thing is nobody 
wants to work now, and this 

is hard work,” he said. “They 
don’t want to do this, like any 
other hard job. You can’t even 
get a counter person to come to 
work.”

“My dad did it for 40 years 
in Follansbee, he had Dimi-
chele Cleaners,” he said. His 
uncles also were in the busi-
ness. “That’s when there were 
employees to get, now there 
are none. We’re getting to an 
age we’d like to retire; I’d like 
to hand it off to somebody but 
there’s nobody. What do I do? 
Who wants it, who wants to 
work?”

DiMichele has owned Es-
quire since 2002, though the 
business has been around 60 
years.

“It’s hot, there’s a lot of 
overhead, a lot of machinery, 
the EPA (to deal with),” he said. 
“And now all the supplies have 
tripled in price. You can’t raise 

prices too high or people won’t 
come back but in the near term, 
things cost so much there’s not 
much profit even if you can get 
(what you need). Business is re-
ally hard today.”

At the same time, DiMichele 
says it’s needed.

“It’s not like the old days 
when we had eight dry cleaners 
in Steubenville and they were 
all busy,” he said. “Clothes are 
all different now, people are 
washing them more, but there’s 
still enough business to make a 
living.”

Shuey’s co-owner Kevin Ge-
resti said the job is a tough sell.

“You’re on your feet and its 
hot,” he said. “I have a pretty 
large facility and air movers 
on the roof so it’s a little better, 
but in the dead of summer it’s 
hot: If it’s 95 outside, it’s going 
to be about 120 in there.”

But Geresti doesn’t consider 

Shuey’s a “normal” dry clean-
er, “we haven’t been open for 
40 years.” 

That’s because his compa-
ny branched out into fire res-
toration, content cleaning and 
even supplying custom draper-
ies for insurance adjusters and 
restoration companies, to help 
them be full-service companies 
to high-end customers.

Back in the 1990s, Geresti 
said they did 2,500 shirts a day.

“Shuey’s was a wholesal-
er for every little dry cleaner 
that didn’t have their own shirt 
unit. Now, casual Fridays have 
turned into casual every day. 
Companies went from dress-
ing for success to letting em-
ployees wear what they want, 
and with that went the work 
ethic. People stopped wearing 
suits and sports jackets. Then, 
during the pandemic, they wore 
pajamas or shirts and ties from 

the waist up.”
Geresti said his job is to try 

to anticipate trends that could 
have an adverse impact on 
business.

“My job is to see to it that 
when one part slows down, 
whether it’s because of the 
economy or COVID or people 
working remotely or wearing 
casual clothes, to see that and 
move into other areas,” he said. 
“So, when you look at Shuey’s, 
it’s not like other cleaners.”

Geresti said equipment 
breakdowns can be cost pro-
hibitive for some cleaners. 
A new cleaning machine can 
be $60,000 to $70,000, he said, 
more than some shops can ab-
sorb.

“Or guys who’ve been in it 
for years, they’re getting older 
and are just ready to say ‘I’m 
done’, or they have health is-
sues,” he said.

Wood said he was there 
to visit the school-based 
health center operated by 
C.H.A.N.G.E. Inc. for a 
COVID-19 test and ques-
tioned if visitors to the 
building should be per-
mitted inside when they 
could pose a health risk to 
students.

Deputy Superinten-
dent Corey Murphy told 
Wood he will meet with 
John White, a former 
sheriff’s deputy serving 
as prevention resource 
officer at the school, to 
discuss safety protocols 
being followed there.

Following the meeting, 
Murphy said he’s confi-
dent adequate measures 
are being taken but will 
ensure that’s the case.

He confirmed all vis-
itors to the school must 
first present a driver’s 
license to the securi-
ty guard in a locked 
vestibule at the front                   
entrance.

White noted each li-
cense is run through a 
computer system that can 
alert the guard of a guest 
who may pose a threat, 
such as a convicted sex 
offender or parent em-
broiled in a custody bat-
tle.

Murphy said there is 
a side entrance, with an 
intercom, for visitors to 
the health center, but that 
should be used only when 
students aren’t in the 
building so all guests un-

dergo the security check.
White said staff from 

the health center have 
escorted non-school pa-
tients to their facilities.

Wood acknowledged 
he’s been opposed to the 
school district’s mask 
mandate while under-
standing the motive be-
hind it.

When he spoke out 
against it at a previous 
board meeting, Superin-
tendent Jeffrey Crook 
said the state health de-
partment doesn’t require 
quarantine of those in the 
school district who were 
masked at the time of ex-
posure to someone with 
COVID-19.

Crook said with that 
in mind, masking allows 
more students to remain 
in school, which he be-
lieves is better for them 
educationally. 

On Monday, Stephanie 
Blundon, director of stu-
dent services and chair of 
the school board’s COVID 
task force, said currently 
18 students or staff mem-
bers have tested positive 
for COVID-19 and anoth-
er 56 have been ordered 
to quarantine. 

Blundon applauded the 
efforts of school nurses in 
tracing potential contacts 
for those who have tested 
positive.

Under state guidelines, 
students and staff found 
to have had contact with 
a positive case must re-

main at home for 10 to 14 
days, during which their 
teachers send students’ 
work to their homes. 

The board also tabled 
plans to put the sale of 
the former Colliers Pri-
mary School out for bid 
so a Realtor can be en-
listed to appraise the                    
property.

Constructed in the 
1980s, the building is the 
second school to have 
operated near the in-
tersection of Harmon 
Creek and Mechling Hill                 
roads.

If a public auction is 
approved for the former 
school, it will be the fifth 
Brooke County school 
property to go up for bid 
in recent years. 

Sale of Follansbee Mid-
dle School, L.B. Millsop 
and Beech Bottom prima-
ry schools and a double-
wide trailer once used by 
the Alternative Learning 
Center, and their adja-
cent properties, netted 
$647,000 for the school 
district.

In other business, the 
board:

≤ Approved the 
$184,458 purchase of 
routes and other materi-
als needed to enable stu-
dents to access the Inter-
net while on school buses.

Murphy said the mea-
sure will allow students 
without the Internet at 
home additional time to 
use it for school assign-

ments.
He said it will be fund-

ed with state money made 
available after the pan-
demic spurred the need 
for virtual instruction.

≤ Accepted a bid of 
$13,245 from BSN Sports 
for bleachers for the high 
school’s tennis courts.

≤ Accepted a bid from 
ATM Solutions to install 
and maintain automat-
ed teller machines at the 
high school and its foot-
ball stadium.

Crook had suggested 
the machines, saying they 
would ease sales of food 
and memorabilia during 
athletic events. 

Murphy confirmed the 
machines will be avail-
able to students, who said 
ATM use will be covered 
in their business courses. 

He said a small por-
tion of fees charged to the 
ATM users will go to the 
school district.

≤ Approved an agree-
ment with Woodland 
Hills Assisted Living in 
Weirton allowing students 
in the certified nursing 
assistant program to gain 
experience there.

≤ Approved a contract 
with Absolute Assurance 
Drug Testing to provide 
drug testing of Brooke 
High School students 
in its career technical 
courses, a condition es-
tablished several years 
ago as part of its simulat-
ed workplace approach.

≤ Authorized the Well-
sburg Lions Club to ar-
range free vision screen-
ings for pupils at Brooke 
Primary North and 

Brooke Primary South.

(Scott can be contacted 
at wscott@heraldstaron-
line.com.)

Brooke
Continued from Page 1A

Associated Press

HISTORIC BILL — President Joe Biden embraces Vice President Ka-
mala Harris as he speaks before signing the $1.2 trillion bipartisan 
infrastructure bill into law during a ceremony on the South Lawn of 
the White House in Washington, Monday.


