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Sunday’s weather  — Cloudy. High of 37, low of 28. See Page 2A.
• INSIDE:
Central boys 
get 3-point 
victory over 
Toronto.
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These students take 
recycling to a whole 

different level.
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Today’s question is:

Should senators take care 
of other matters before 

Trump’s impeachment trial?

Friday’s question:

Are you concerned about 
global warming?

Yes

No

32%

68%

Log onto
heraldstaronline.com

before 9 p.m. today
to cast your vote.

24 pages, 4 sections
Classified  ........................  5-6D
Lotteries  ............................... 2A
Obituaries  ........................... 3D
Opinion  ...........................  4-5A
Police  .................................... 2D
Sports  ...............................  1-6C

7 48445 73020 4

Serving Steubenville
and the

Tri-State Area
since 1806

THE SUNDAY

COVID-19
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

According to the federal Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention, the reported illnesses 

have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 
and death for confirmed COVID-19 coronavirus 

cases. The following symptoms may appear two 
to 14 days after exposure:

ł Fever

ł Cough

ł Shortness of breath

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 
and develop a fever and symptoms, call your 

health care provider for medical advice.

CONFIRMED CASES
ł Jefferson County: 3,948

(65 deaths)

ł Harrison County: 862

(16 deaths)

ł Hancock County: 

1,670 (66 deaths)

ł Brooke County: 1,195

(42 deaths)

ł Ohio: 719,642

(9,030 deaths)

ł West Virginia: 106,649

(1,733 deaths)

Help available for small businesses
By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

 
STEUBENVILLE — Par-

amount Pursuits is offering 
city residents a chance to find 
out more about its “Thrive in 
Steubenville” business devel-
opment program.

Paramount has scheduled a 
virtual information session for 

noon Thursday at bit.ly/thrive-
ohinfo to help would-be entre-
preneurs, as well as those with 
an existing business struggling 
to survive because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

“It’s intended to provide 
potential participants with in-
formation about the program,” 
Urban Projects Director Chris 
Petrossi said.

Thrive is a 12-month incu-
bator program “designed to 
break barriers to entrepre-
neurship and facilitate the 
growth” of fledgling business-
es. The program is designed 
to help entrepreneurs build a 
foundation for their business, 
create business and marketing 
plans, provide digital market-
ing assistance, understand fi-

nancials and identify and ob-
tain funding and networking.

Urban Mission is partner-
ing with Paramount, which will 
work out of the War Memorial 
Building.

“Paramount will be using our 
facility as a home base,” said 
the Rev. Ashley Steele, Urban 
Mission’s executive director. 
“This program is tailored for 

people who need additional lay-
ers of support starting out. It’s 
one of those opportunities that 
doesn’t happen very often but 
it’s available now and we want 
people to take advantage of it.”

Steele said Paramount has 
been “very mindful” of existing 
programs in the community.

By WARREN SCOTT
Staff writer

WELLSBURG — At a spe-
cial meeting Friday, the 
Brooke County Board of Ed-
ucation voted to return to a 
mix of in-per-
son and remote 
learning next 
week, revers-
ing its decision 
earlier this 
week to keep 
students home 
for remote 
learning for the 
remainder of 
the month.

All cited an order Wednes-
day by the West Virginia Board 
of Education that all students 
in grades K-8 return to some 
level of in-person classroom 
instruction.

Brooke 
moves to 
hybrid 
learning

Contributed

Food pantry receives donation
Wintersville Elementary School officials delivered canned goods and a $684 check to the Unionport 
Food Pantry following a food drive and fundraiser this holiday season. Students took part in penny 
wars and generated nearly $1,400 and 700 non-perishable items for the Unionport and the Winters-
ville United Methodist Church Good Neighbors pantries. Members of the student senate normally 
deliver items, but due to the pandemic school teachers performed the good deed prior to Christmas 
break. Among those participating were, from left, Makara Eick, Barb Merryman, Brittany Shank, 
Principal Nicole McDonald and Dawn Carson with Unionport Food Pantry representative Bonnie Ault.

Board reverses after 
opting to stay remote

INSIDE
ł Hancock 
County will 
be in class 
two days a 
week in K-8.

 — Page 
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McConnell to fellow senators:
Vote conscience in Trump trial

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial is likely to 
start after Joe Biden’s inau-
guration, and the Republican 
leader, Mitch McConnell, is 
telling senators their decision 
on whether to convict the out-
going president over the Capi-
tol riot will be a “vote of con-
science.”

The timing for the trial, the 
first of a president no longer in 
office, has not yet been set. But 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
made it clear Friday that Dem-
ocrats intend to move swiftly 
on President-elect Joe Biden’s 
$1.9 trillion COVID aid and 
economic recovery package  
to speed up vaccinations and 
send Americans relief. Biden 
is set to take the oath of office 
Wednesday. 

Pelosi called the recovery 
package a “matter of complete 
urgency.”

The uncertainty of the 
scheduling, despite the 
House’s swift impeachment 
of Trump just a week after 
the deadly Jan. 6 siege, re-
flects the fact that Demo-

crats do not want the Senate 
trial proceedings to dominate 
the opening days of the Biden 
administration. 

With security on alert over 
the threat of more potential 
violence heading into the in-
auguration, the Senate is also 
moving quickly to prepare for 
confirming Biden’s nominee 
for National Intelligence Di-
rector, Avril Haines. A com-
mittee hearing is set for the 
day before the inauguration, 
signaling a confirmation vote 
to install her in the position 
could come swiftly once the 
new president is in office.

Many Democrats have 
pushed for an immediate im-
peachment trial to hold Trump 
accountable and prevent him 
from holding future office, and 
the proceedings could still be-
gin by Inauguration Day. But 
others have urged a slower 
pace as the Senate considers 
Biden’s Cabinet nominees and 
the newly Democratic-led Con-
gress considers priorities like 
the coronavirus plan.

By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

 
STEUBENVILLE — Belleview Park’ 

s proposed Miracle Field is now in City 
Council’s hands.

Urban Frontier’s Tom Way on 
Wednesday updated board members 
on what’s in store for Belleview, point-
ing out it two existing pavilions will 
have to be moved. They’ll also need 
to rethink the batting cages, possibly 
even replacing the fencing with net-
ting, Way said.

Prior to the vote. Way played a short 
video for the board, highlighting ame-
nities they’re planning like a “40-yard 
dash,” a take off of the American Ninja 
Warrior course and a zip line.

Asked if relocating the pavilions had 
been worked into the bid, Way declined 
to answer, saying, “Since we’re not at 
that point right now, it would be over-
stepping to say anything on that.”

Field plan 
will go to 
council 
Miracle Field proposed
for city’s Belleview Park

Linda Harris

PROPOSAL — Steubenville Parks & Recreation Board members watch a video Wednes-
day illustrating what the proposed Miracle Field project at Belleview Park would look like.
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Here is this week’s 
schedule for the Bookmo-
bile operated by the Pub-
lic Library of Steubenville 
and Jefferson County:

Monday
ł A-1 Pool, Wintersville
ł The Laurels of Steu-

benville

Tuesday
ł Westwood Drive
ł Tim Horton’s parking 

lot, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
ł Villa Royale Nursing 

Home
ł Villa Vista Rehabili-

tation

Wednesday
ł Off the road, in-ser-

vice day

Thursday
ł Kennedy Apart-

ments, noon
ł Jefferson Place 

Apartments, 1:30 p.m.

Friday
ł Lovers Lane Apart-

ments
ł State Route 152
ł Township Road 374
ł Richmond Gazebo, 

noon

BOOKMOBILE

By CRAIG HOWELL
Staff writer

NEW CUMBERLAND — 
Hancock County pupils in 
pre-kindergarten through 
eighth grade will return to 
in-person classes, with a 
blended schedule, beginning 
next week following a deci-
sion Friday morning by the 
county board of education.

The school board met in 
an emergency session Fri-
day, with participation both 
in-person and by teleconfer-
ence, voting 4-1 to accept 
the recommended plan put 
forward by Superintendent 

Dawn Petrovich.
Board President Dan Kas-

er explained the plan was de-
veloped following guidelines 
from the West Virginia Board 
of Education.

“They made it clear we 
don’t have the authority,” 
Kaser said, noting conse-
quences for not following the 
state guidance could include a 
state takeover of the district 
or legal action. “Our back is 
against the wall. We must fol-
low state board policy.”

During a meeting of the 
state school board, Wednes-
day, officials decided in-per-
son lessons would return 

across the state Tuesday for 
all Pre-K through eighth-
grade classes. 

High schools also could 
return to in-person classes, 
unless the counties were clas-
sified as “red” by the state 
Department of Health and 
Human Resources.

As a result of holidays 
and previously scheduled 
planning days, Petrovich ex-
plained, actual classes won’t 
begin in Hancock County 
until Thursday. Students 
whose last names start with A 
through K will attend Thurs-
day, and those whose names 
begin with L through Z will 

be in class Friday.
The following week, begin-

ning Jan. 25, A to K will be 
at school Mondays and Tues-
days, with L to Z attending 
Thursday and Friday.

As long as the county re-
mains classified as “red,” 
Petrovich said, high school 
students will have classes 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, meeting through 
video conferencing.

“Classes will be live ev-
ery day but Wednesday,” she 
said. “It will actually mirror 
their class schedule.”

Petrovich noted atten-
dance will be taken, and stu-

dents will be engaged in their 
classes throughout the day.

Information on the plan 
also will be available on the 
county board of education’s 
website, as well as through a 
message on the “all-call” sys-
tem.

Petrovich explained while 
the ultimate goal is to have all 
students in-person five days a 
week, neither a schedule nor 
any guidance for that goal 
have been set, to date.

“I have not laid that out be-
cause it changes so quickly,” 
Petrovich said.

Meal pickups will still be 
available on Wednesdays.

Hancock County Schools to begin blended schedule

Hybrid
Continued from Page 1A

Those in grades 9-12 must re-
turn unless their counties have 
been designated red on a state map 
maintained by the state Depart-
ment of Health and Human Re-
sources.

The board moved for students to 
return to the hybrid schedule it had 
approved before the school year 
began. Beginning Thursday half 
of each school’s enrollment will 
report on Thursdays and Fridays 
and the other half on Mondays and 
Tuesdays.

On Wednesdays all will receive 
remote instruction using the Inter-
net and other materials.

Superintendent Jeffrey Crook 
confirmed the local board still will 
have the power to close a school 
following reports of multiple 
COVID-19 cases there.

The option was one of four pre-
sented by Crook and recommended 
by him as “the closest to where we 
were” before the county’s Level 
Red status led to its schools being 
closed in November.

Since then students have re-
ceived remote instruction except 
for the holiday break.

Others involved students re-
ceiving four or five days of in-per-
son instruction or continuing to re-
ceive remote instruction only.

The Brooke County board had 
unanimously supported the latter 
move, for the rest of January, on 
Monday, citing the county’s contin-
ued Red status.

Antoinette Perkins, the board’s 
vice president, was among mem-
bers who said they were frustrated 
by the state board’s order.

“I’m just amazed the state has 
put us in this position. I’m very dis-
appointed in them,” said Perkins, 
who said a COVID-19 case has af-
fected her personally and knows 
others who also are dealing with 
the virus.

Board member Stacy Hoop-
er said the state board has over-

stepped its authority, citing state 
code she said holds local school 
boards responsible for their schools 
and empowers them to close schools 
in times of emergency.

She said members of the state 
board of education are appointed 
while local board members are 
elected and entrusted by the public 
to oversee its schools.

“We are responsible, in the end, 
for what happens in our county,” 
Hooper said.

The move also has been crit-
icized on the same grounds by 
leaders of the West Virginia chap-
ter of the American Federation of 
Teachers, who said they will file an 
injunction against the state board’s 
decision.

They also maintain schools 
shouldn’t re-open until all school 
personnel have had an opportunity 
to be vaccinated.

Following Friday’s meeting, 
Crook said the first of two rounds 
of vaccine has been administered 
to interested staff who are 50 and 
older, with some under 50 also re-
ceiving it. He said the next supply 
of vaccine is expected after next 
week.

Board member Chris Byers 
said Gov. Jim Justice overstepped 
his authority when he ordered 
all schools closed last spring, 
when there were a small number 
of COVID-19 cases reported in 
Brooke County; and state officials 
have done so again by ordering all 
to reopen.

Byers called the state board’s 
order “way too aggressive, given 
the situation we’re in,” adding re-
turning to the hybrid approach is 
an “imperfect solution.”

Board member Dr. Robert 
Marks said he and others felt the 
local board must follow the state’s 
direction but acknowledged, “We 
would have preferred to stay on re-
mote a little longer.”

In defending their decision, 

state school officials have cited 
concerns about struggling students 
lacking the direct instruction of a 
classroom teacher, lack of Internet 
access for students in some areas 
and a smaller number of reported 
COVID-19 cases among younger 
children.

Noting there were 100 commu-
nity members listening to the tele-
conferenced meeting, Board Pres-
ident Ted Pauls said he and others 
have received numerous e-mails 
expressing various opinions about 
whether students should return to 
school.

Pauls said those for and against 
are “pretty much 50-50.”

Crooks was asked if parents of 
children could continue to have 
their children receive remote in-
struction if they chose. He said re-
mote instruction, provided by the 
school district’s staff, wouldn’t be 
available except for Wednesdays, 
but students could be enrolled in 
the virtual instruction computer 
programs the district has offered 
since the start of the school year.

Crook said students in the pro-
grams receive assistance from 
local facilitators who also ensure 
they are logged in.

He said the facilitators include 
full-time staff and others hired 
using funds awarded through the 
federal C.A.R.E.S. Act and Title I 
programs.

Crook said the school district 
also has an abundance of person-
al protective equipment, such 
as masks and desk dividers, and 
cleaning supplies.

“We’ll do everything we can to 
make things safe,” he said.

Crook added he and other school 
officials will continue to consult 
the Brooke County Health Depart-
ment, which also has worked with 
the school district’s nursing staff 
to conduct contact tracing follow-
ing cases involving students or 
staff.

Help
Continued from Page 1A

“One of the first calls 
they made, they want-
ed to know who we are, 
what we’re about,” she 
said, adding the Jefferson 
County Chamber of Com-
merce, United Way and 
other organizations were 
part of the conversation.

“Really, they’re trying 
to engage with a number 
of partners in the commu-
nity, see what is already 
happening. I think their 
hope is to build from that 
and provide one-on-one 
support for individuals 
who have a dream, who 
want to see their vision 
enacted in the communi-
ty.”

She said the incubator 
and mentorship programs 
have the potential to be 
life-changing.

“What we see a lot of, 
folks who come through 
the food pantry, our 
shelter – they have gifts, 
skills, abilities, vision, 
they have all those things 
already. That’s who God 
created us to be. It’s just 
helpful to have a network 
of support around them. 
People are willing to do 
the work, they just need 
guidance on how to start a 
business and how to keep 
it going. It’s all about pos-
sibilities … people and 
places and the chance to 
really build (a future).”

Petrossi said they’ve 
already had applicants, 
telling members of City 
Council earlier this week 
there are already eight 
people on the list. To be 
eligible, he said appli-
cants must be Steuben-
ville residents and the 
business they operate or 
want to operate must be 
based within city limits.

Applicants also must 

meet income guidelines.
“I’m really excited 

about this program,” 6th 
Ward Councilman Bob 
Villamagna said. “I hope 
it’s a catalyst. And if it 
helps one person, (it will 
be a win for Steuben-
ville).”

The city signed the 
contract with Paramount 
in mid-October, and since 
then the Ambridge, Pa., 
company has been work-
ing on a program policies 
and procedures manual. 
Thrive is going to cost 
the city $159,946, with 
the money coming from 
federal CARES Act funds 
channeled through Steu-
benville’s Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
program.

Participants will re-
ceive one-on-one mento-
ring sessions designed to 
provide them access to 
resources, accountabil-
ity and support, as well 
as monthly educational 
seminars and networking 
opportunities.

“I think it will be a 
great incubator program 
for the city,” Villamagna 
said. “I think it will have 
great results. There are 
eight people, I believe, on 
the list already and sever-
al more are interested in 
signing up. Hopefully, it 
will ( help ) some of the 
smaller businesses (ad-
dress) problems they’re 
having and also encour-
age some people who’ve 
been wanting to start a 
business but really don’t 
know what to do or how to 
go about it. I’m really hop-
ing that’s what we accom-
plish, that it makes them 
feel a little bit more com-
fortable and Steubenville 
economically stronger.”

Field
Continued from Page 1A

Board member Dave Albaugh 
said the current batting cages “are 
a matter of debate.”

“The batting cages would be re-
located, but (we’re) looking at the 
possibility of having netting as 
opposed to fencing, because with 
fencing there’s the possibility of 
ball’s bouncing back. You should 
have netting to absorb that,” he 
said.

Way has said the Miracle Field 
could be a boon for the estimated 
15,000 children and adults in the 
tri-county area who have been di-
agnosed with some sort of intellec-
tual disability.

He previously told the board 
they chose the theme, “The Great-
est Show,” for the project, calling 
it “a place where people with dis-
abilities, people without disabili-
ties, can come together in the same 
space, being engaged.”

Way originally had suggested 
locating the complex at North End 
Park, but that proposal was met 
with anger within the community. 
In December, he told the board 
variations in site elevation at North 
End Park would have required ma-

jor earth moving.
He worked with the department 

to identify the Belleview Park site.
No objections were raised at 

Wednesday’s meeting.
Fifth Ward Councilman Willie 

Paul said he’ll need to hear more 
about the proposal before he can 
make a decision.

“I haven’t seen any drawings or 
plans of that nature,” he said. “I 
feel we will need more public input 
as well.”

Friends of Beatty Park’s Flora 
VerStraten-Merrin submitted her 
annual report, telling the board 45 
volunteers had been involved in a 
total of 133 work-day opportunities 
in 2020 — including Boy Scout Ea-
gle Scout candidate Aiden Gray, 
who spearheaded the Purple/Old 
Stone Lodge Trail Improvement 
in the fall. Gray donated 162 vol-
unteer hours while completing his 
project, which entailed building six 
small foot bridges 6 feet in length, 
a 10-foot-long foot bridge and a pic-
nic table and collecting trash and 
garbage from the Lincoln Heights 
Hillside to create the area.

VerStraten-Merrin noted the 

volunteers had completed 18 proj-
ects and had seven others in prog-
ress.

“Some of these events, even 
with COVID, were well attended,” 
she said. “I think it will be even 
better this year.”

She said the volunteers complet-
ed 18 projects at the park during 
the past 13 months, including a 
major litter clean up, locating and 
cleaning the Old Stone Lodge, cut-
ting several trails and developing 
a map and brochure promoting the 
park and its trail system.

Several other projects are in 
process, including repairs to the 
220-stone staircase, installation of 
trail signs and extending the or-
ange trail, as well as uncovering 
and cleaning stone ditches.

“I’m really pleased, we’re 
excited about what’s going on 
there,” VerStraten-Merrin said. 
“We do have a five-year plan and 
we’re 13 months in. It’s getting to 
point where the elbow grease is 
limited —  there’s only so much 
work that can be done down there. 
Now (our focus) is on looking for 
grant money.”

Conscience
Continued from Page 1A

Biden’s incoming 
White House press sec-
retary, Jen Psaki said 
Friday the Senate can do 
both.

“The Senate can do its 
constitutional duty while 
continuing to conduct the 
business of the people,” 
she said. 

Psaki noted that during 
Trump’s first impeach-
ment trial last year, 
the Senate continued to 
hold hearings each day. 
“There is some prece-
dent,” she said.

Trump is the only 
president to be twice im-
peached, and the first 
to be prosecuted as he 
leaves the White House, 
an ever-more-extraordi-
nary end to the defeated 
president’s tenure. He 
was first impeached by 
the House in 2019 over his 
dealings with Ukraine, 
but the Senate voted in 
2020 to acquit.

When his second trial 
does begin, House im-
peachment managers say 
they will be making the 

case that Trump’s incen-
diary rhetoric hours be-
fore the bloody attack on 
the Capitol was not isolat-
ed, but rather part of an 
escalating campaign to 
overturn the November 
election. It culminated, 
they will argue, in the Re-
publican president’s rally 
cry to “fight like hell” as 
Congress was tallying the 
Electoral College votes 
to confirm he’d lost to 
Biden.

For Republican sen-
ators, the trial will be a 
perhaps final test of their 
loyalty to the defeated 
president and his legions 
of supporters in their 
states back home, and 
their own experiences 
sheltering at the Capitol 
as a pro-Trump mob ran-
sacked the building and 
attempted to overturn 
Biden’s election. It will 
force a further re-evalu-
ation of their relationship 
with the defeated presi-
dent, who lost not only the 
White House but majority 
control of the Senate. 

From staff reports 

BLOOMINGDALE — 
The Jefferson County 
Joint Vocational School 
Board of Education start-
ed anew with a blend of 
new and returning faces 
at its first meeting of the 
year. 

The board reorga-
nized in a special session 
on Tuesday and returned 
Larry George and Steve 
Bezak III as president 
and vice president, re-
spectively, while Ruth 
Ann Bruzzese and Wil-
liam Hendricks were 
re-appointed and Ron 
Smyth replaced longtime 
member John Prokopa-
kis. Prokopakis, who was 
not in attendance, was 
later recognized with a 

resolution of appreci-
ation by the board for 
seven years of dedica-
tion to the school and its 
students. 

Talks turned to 
COVID-related matters 
and the board conducted 
a brief executive session 
before approving a reso-
lution to extend Family 
First Coronavirus Re-
sponse Act benefits to 
employees to March 31.

“It ensures that staff 
get 80 hours’ (leave) if 
they are affected by the 
coronavirus,” Superin-
tendent Todd Phillipson 
later said. “We’re extend-
ing it to March 31 and it’s 
a real benefit to them.” 

He said the FFCRA 
benefit was in addition 
to personal sick time the 

employees currently re-
ceive and only remains 
available to those who 
have not already used 
it. Additionally, officials 
learned the Broadban-
dOhio grant was also ex-
tended for another year 
for schools and the fund-
ing has supplied the JVS 
with hotspots and relat-
ed technology to assist 
during the pandemic. 

The board also dis-
cussed distributing vac-
cine to employees and 
Phillipson said the state 
health department was 
eyeing plans for the week 
of Feb. 1, although no 
specifics were available 
yet. 

“They want to try to 
use in-service staff if 
we have a school nurse 

and if we have EMT’s or 
paramedics onsite,” he 
added. “School employ-
ees don’t need to register 
online.” 

Board member Kim 
Mark, who is a nurse, also 
offered to assist with the 
distribution.  

Meanwhile, the board 
approved the purchase of 
bi-polar ionizers for the 
building’s HVAC equip-
ment to help clean the air 
and reduce the spread of 
germs and viruses. Phil-
lipson said Cattrell Com-
panies Inc. will install the 
$14,800 items in another 
effort to protect staff and 
students. The equipment 
is being funded through 
a Governor’s Emergency 
Education Relief grant 
for COVID-related relief. 

JVS board begins anew, talks COVID help


