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Ohio cases                  1,735,925
Ohio deaths                     26,851
Mercer County cases               5,683
Mercer County deaths                  100
Auglaize County cases        5,377
Auglaize County deaths          84

Celina boys beat Delphos Jefferson, 43-37. Page 14

Grant funds are for 
water infrastructure

By WILLIAM KINCAID
wkincaid@dailystandard.com

	 Nearly	 $3.2	 million	 in	
grants	 have	 been	 awarded	 to	

local	 municipalities	 as	 part	
of	 the	 final	 round	 of	 the	 Ohio	
BUILDS	 water	 infrastructure	
grant	 program,	 which	 was	
funded	 through	 the	 federal	
American	Rescue	Plan	Act.
	 The	 village	 of	 Minster	 will	
receive	a	$2.5	million	grant	to	
build	a	new	1.25-million-gallon	

water	 tower	 and	 the	 city	 of	
Celina	will	receive	$680,000	to	
replace	 a	 failing	 water	 line,	
according	to	an	announcement	
made	by	Ohio	Gov.	Mike	DeW-
ine	and	Lt.	Gov.	Jon	Husted	on	
Wednesday.
	 Minster	 officials	 will	 apply	
the	 $2.5	 million	 toward	 the	

construction	of	a	1.25-million-
gallon	water	tower	off	Seventh	
Street,	 said	 village	 adminis-
trator	 Don	 Harrod.	 The	 total	
project	 is	 estimated	 at	 $3.75	
million.	 The	 remaining	 cost	
would	 be	 paid	 through	 the	
water	fund,	Harrod	said.
	 The	new	tower	is	necessary	

to	 meet	 pressure,	 water	 age	
and	fire	flow	needs	 in	 the	vil-
lage,	 state	 documents	 read.	
It	 would	 replace	 the	 existing	
250,000-gallon	 Ohio	 Street	
storage	tank	that	dates	back	to	
1949.

Minster, Celina to receive total $3 .2M in grants

COVID-19 cases/deaths

SOURCE: Ohio Department of Health

The Daily Standard

Holiday 
a likely 
cause of 
spike

By LESLIE GARTRELL
lgartrell@dailystandard.com

	 WAPAKONETA	 —	 People	
gathering	 for	 the	 Thanksgiv-
ing	 holiday	 likely	 caused	 a	
spike	in	Auglaize	County	COV-
ID-19	 cases	 during	 the	 past	
few	weeks,	a	local	health	offi-
cial	said.
	 Three	 area	 hospitals	 also	
reached	100%	capacity	in	their	
adult	critical	care	units.
	 Auglaize	 County	 Health	
Department	officials	in	a	news	
release	 Tuesday	 reported	
104	 new	 cases	 since	 their	 last	
report	 on	 Thursday,	 raising	
the	 county’s	 cumulative	 num-
ber	of	cases	to	5,377.
	 “(Cases)	are	climbing	again,”	
Auglaize	County	Health	Depart-
ment	 Commissioner	 Oliver	
Fisher	 said	 Monday.	 “We	 had	
an	 increase	 after	 the	 Hallow-
een	holiday	and	then	it	dropped	
a	 little	 bit,	 but	 now	 it’s	 spiked	
back	up	with	Thanksgiving.”
	 The	county	is	seeing	a	high-
er	 number	 of	 cases	 among	
residents	between	 the	ages	of	
20-40,	and	the	region	also	has	
seen	 a	 noticeable	 increase	 in	
hospitalizations,	Fisher	said.
	 “The	unvaccinated	are	see-
ing	 a	 lot	 more	 severe	 reac-
tions,”	 Fisher	 said.	 “I’m	 not	
sure	 if	 they’re	 having	 shorter	
stays	 or	 longer	 stays,	 but	 it	
seems	like	we	are	seeing	some	
severe	 reactions	 (in)	 the	 cur-
rent	cases.”
	 Fisher	 said	 the	 county	 has	
seen	an	increase	in	testing	in	
addition	to	the	increase	in	cas-
es.	Health	officials	in	Tuesday’s	
release	 reported	 the	 county	
has	 a	 high	 rate	 of	 community	
transmission	with	a	21.75%	test	
positivity	 rate,	 meaning	 one	
out	of	every	five	people	tested	
are	positive	for	the	virus.	The	
rate	is	an	increase	from	Thurs-
day’s	rate	of	19.18%.
	 The	county	also	had	a	rate	of	
665.85	cases	per	100,000	people	
during	 the	 past	 seven	 days,	 up	
significantly	 from	 Thursday’s	
rate	of	409.58	per	100,000	people,	

Don’t keep home fires burning
By ERIN GARDNER

egardner@dailystandard.com

	 CELINA	—	For	many	
people,	Christmas	means	
decorating	with	lights,	pick-
ing	the	perfect	tree	and	pre-
paring	huge	holiday	meals.
	 But	there	is	another	topic	
residents	should	be	mindful	
of	this	time	of	year	—	the	
potential	for	fires.
	 “Traditionally,	home-
cooking	fires	is	number	
one,”	said	Celina	Fire	
Chief	Doug	Wolters	
of	the	main	cause	
of	fires.	“Electric	is	
number	two	because	
…	a	lot	of	people	blow	
breakers,	they	reset	the	
breaker	and	then	it	trips	
again.	They	keep	on	doing	
that.	There’s	a	reason	the	
breaker	is	tripping,	so	you	
need	to	investigate	why	that	
is.”
	 Overloaded	electrical	
sockets	and	bad	wiring	
can	cause	breakers	to	blow	
and	start	a	fire,	Wolters	
said.	Cooking-related	fires	
typically	occur	because	
someone	leaves	the	stove	on	
and	walks	away	or	leaves	it	
unattended,	he	said.
	 In	Ohio,	smoking	is	the	
number	one	cause	for	fire	
fatalities,	but	cooking-relat-
ed	home	fires	increased	
from	391	in	November	of	
2019	to	434	in	November	
of	2020,	according	to	
information	from	the	
Ohio	Department	of	
Insurance.
	 To	reduce	the	risk	
of	fire,	don’t	leave	
any	cooking	area	
unattended,	set	a	
timer,	maintain	
a	kid-free	zone	of	three	
feet	around	the	stove	or	
areas	where	hot	food	or	
drinks	are	being	prepared	
and	keep	paper	towels	and	
napkins	away	from	hot	
surfaces,	according	to	the	
state	department	of	insur-
ance.	Also,	never	deep	fry	a	
turkey	in	the	garage;	instead	
do	it	outside	away	from	the	
home	and	wooden	struc-
tures	and	have	a	fire	extin-
guisher	nearby.
	 Wolters	said	he	doesn’t	
see	a	lot	of	fires	related	to	
real	Christmas	trees,	but	
people	should	still	keep	
candles	away	from	a	tree	
and	use	LED	lights	to	deco-
rate	them	because	the	lights	
don’t	generate	heat.
	 “If	you	can,	use	a	power	
strip	because	it	has	a	
breaker	on	it,”	Wolters	said.	
“Watch	for	overloading	the	
circuit	…	the	power	strip	
will	help	protect	that,	too.”
	 Doug	Hundley,	National	
Christmas	Tree	Association	
spokesperson,	said	though	

Fires increase during the holidays
An average of 120 people die in home fires every year in Ohio, many of them during 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas season. The good news is many fires are preventable.

Kitchen fires
Cooking is the No. 1 cause of home fires throughout the year, but the numbers 
increase during the holidays. Check your smoke alarm. Keep a fire extinguisher nearby.

Tips
n Don’t leave cooking food unattended.
n Keep children, pets and other distractions out 
   of the kitchen.
n Don’t leave combustible objects — pot holders,      
    paper towels, cookbooks — near heating surfaces.
n Deep fry turkeys outside.

Electrical fires
Overloaded electrical outlets are a common 
— and deadly — cause of home fires.

Tips
n Don’t plug too many lights or appliances 
    in any one outlet. Because “wattage” and      
    “voltage” can be confusing, it’s best to stick  
 to the fewest devices per outlet possible.
           n Extension cords can overheat and     
      cause fires.

Christmas trees
A dry Christmas tree can explode into flames in seconds. 

Tips
 n Artificial trees must have a “fire resistant” label.
   n When buying a live tree, pick up one that is fresh. The  
      needles should be soft, flexible and shouldn’t fall off.
      n Put your tree in an open area — don’t block exits.
         n Keep your live tree watered daily. A dry tree is a fire 
            waiting to happen. Remove the tree immediately after     
            the holiday.

Decorations
Few decorations evoke the feeling of 
Christmas like lights. But be careful.

Tips
n Transition to modern LED lights. They 
    don’t get as hot as the old bulbs.
n Buy lights tested and certified safe by Underwriter Laboratories.
n Never use lights with frayed cords or wires.
n Turn lights off at night or when you’re away from home.

Fireplaces and portable heaters 
Decorations near vents and heaters 
account for 42% of holiday home fires.
Tips
n Don’t burn wrapping paper or boxes in 
 the fireplace.
n Keep combustible items away from heat sources.
n Make sure outlets can handle the heater’s load.

SOURCES: Celina Fire Department, Ohio State Fire Marshall, Ohio Department of 
Insurance, Ohio Committee for Severe Weather Awareness, Underwriter Laboratories, 
National Fire Protection Association.
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	 NEW	 YORK	 (AP)	 —	 Ama-
zon’s	 cloud-service	 network	
suffered	a	major	outage	Tues-
day,	the	company	said,	disrupt-
ing	 access	 to	 many	 popular	
sites.	 The	 service	 provides	
remote	 computing	 services	 to	
many	 governments,	 universi-
ties	and	companies,	 including	
The	Associated	Press.
	 Roughly	 five	 hours	 after	
numerous	companies	and	oth-
er	organizations	began	report-
ing	 issues	 with	 Amazon	 Web	
Services,	 the	company	said	 in	
a	post	on	the	AWS	status	page	

that	 it	 had	 “mitigated”	 the	
underlying	 problem	 respon-
sible	 for	 the	 outage.	 Shortly	
thereafter,	 it	 reported	 that	
“many	 services	 have	 already	
recovered”	but	noted	that	oth-
ers	 were	 still	 working	 toward	
full	recovery.
	 The	 issue	 primarily	 affect-
ed	Amazon	web	services	in	the	
eastern	U.S.,	it	said.	Problems	
began	midmorning	on	the	U.S.	
East	Coast,	said	Doug	Madory,	
director	 of	 internet	 analysis	
at	Kentik	Inc,	a	network	intel-
ligence	 firm	 —	 among	 them,	

Amazon’s	 own	 e-commerce	
operations.
	 In	 a	 statement,	 Amazon	
spokesperson	 Richard	 Rocha	
confirmed	that	Amazon’s	ware-
house	and	delivery	operations	
had	 also	 experienced	 issues	
as	a	result	of	the	AWS	outage.	
Rocha	added	that	the	company	
is	“working	to	resolve	the	issue	
as	quickly	as	possible.”
	 Customers	trying	to	book	or	
change	 trips	 with	 Delta	 Air	
Lines	 had	 trouble	 connecting	
to	 the	 airline.	 “Delta	 is	 work-
ing	quickly	to	restore	function-

ality	 to	 our	 AWS-supported	
phone	 lines,”	 said	 spokesper-
son	 Morgan	 Durrant.	 The	 air-
line	 apologized	 and	 encour-
aged	 customers	 to	 use	 its	
website	or	mobile	app	instead.	
	 Dallas-based	 Southwest	
Airlines	 said	 it	 switched	 to	
West	Coast	servers	after	some	
airport-based	 systems	 were	
affected	by	the	outage.	Custom-
ers	were	still	reporting	outag-
es	to	DownDetector,	a	popular	
clearinghouse	 for	 user	 outage	
reports,	more	than	three	hours	
after	 they	 started.	 Southwest	

spokesman	Brian	Parrish	said	
there	 were	 no	 major	 disrup-
tions	to	flights.
	 Toyota	 spokesman	 Scott	
Vazin	said	 the	company’s	U.S.	
East	Region	for	dealer	servic-
es	 went	 down.	 The	 company	
has	apps	that	access	inventory	
data,	 monthly	 payment	 calcu-
lators,	 service	 bulletins	 and	
other	items.	More	than	20	apps	
were	affected.
	 Also	 according	 to	 Down-
Detector,	 people	 trying	 to	

Major outage hits Amazon, shuts down many websites 
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