
 

62 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

January 11, 2022 

Ohio APME 

 

Dear Judges: 

Ohio has a storied and oft glorified role in the history of the Underground Railroad. Thousands of miles 

of routes zig-zagging across the state made Ohio a major crossing point for freedom seekers running north 

to Canada. Although Ohio was considered a free state in the union, it didn’t make the journey any easier, 

so freedom seekers and abolitionists of all races had to work together in secret coordination. 

"Descendants of Hope" is an oral history project commemorating the memory of seven freedom-seekers 

and abolitionists who made the journey through, or assisted folks along, the Underground Railroad in 

Ripley, Ohio — one of the state's most active stations.  

The compilation of audio produced by Doyle, research conducted by Hendrix, images made by Bickel, 

who used a dry-plate collodion, a 19th century photographic process, and text written by all three, honors 

the legacy of those men and women and how it has transformed the lives of their seven living 

descendants. 

Interviews were conducted by The Columbus Dispatch over a four day period between April and May 

2021. The decision to tell this story through the voices of the descendants was intentional given that so 

much of antebellum and Civil War-era history is told through the perspectives of those unafflicted by the 

racism and violence freedom seekers and abolitionists both suffered from, as well as the acts of courage 

they demonstrated. 

The first-hand accounts from their living relatives, some of whom still reside in Ripley, Ohio, today, 

provide the reader with a fresh point of view and illuminate how closely the past is knit to our present. 

Conversations revolving around spirituality, Confederate flags, the Black Lives Matter movement and the 

struggle of honoring the past while still celebrating the present provides ample insight and reflection into 

what it means to be a Black or white Ohioan with familial ties to the Underground Railroad.  

Doyle, Hendrix and Bickel's collaboration weaves together intimate audio, text and images that respect 

their original source material, while also affording these descendants a sense of agency and an 

opportunity to express themselves without judgement that their ancestors were not offered 160+ years 

ago.The careful attention to detail paid throughout this project — in every word chosen and image 

painstakingly created — makes "Descendants of Hope" a stand-out contender for top marks as APME’s 

best digital project. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 



 

Sincerely, 
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