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son lived.

He became homeless
in June and arrived at
Community Fortress in
September, staying there
until mid-December until
he found his own apart-
ment.

“I was living in my car.
I had some form of shel-
ter,” Neal said, as he
talked about his daily
routine while homeless
and how he’s tried to re-
bound from a rough patch
in his life.

The city approved a re-
quest from the downtown
Fremont shelter late last
year to increase its num-
ber of beds from 8 to 20,
said Marma Malcolm,
Community Fortress’
president.

Reached capacity
quite often

Liberty Center, with 24
beds, reached its maxi-
mum capacity quite often
in 2020, said executive
director Margaret Weisz.

Thursday, Weisz said
Liberty Center was at half
that number.

“And we do have peo-
ple come in each day. We
brought a family in to-
day,” she said.

Weisz said homeless
numbers in Sandusky
County had been on the
decline for several years
until the pandemic
emerged in full force last
March.

How many homeless
people actually are stay-
ing in Sandusky County,
whether on the streets, in
a car, or on a family mem-
ber or friend’s couch, is
unknown.

Ragan Claypool, adult
and youth development
director at Great Lakes
Community Action Part-
nership, said the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development is-
sued a 2021 waiver for the
Ohio Balance of State
Continuum of Care re-
gions (which Sandusky
County is a part of) to not
complete an unsheltered
point-in-time count for
homeless populations.

GLCAP spent nearly
$472,000 in rental assis-
tance for homeless pre-
vention activities and for
those who were literally
homeless in 2020.

Claypool said there’s
been a 30-to-35% in-
crease in  Sandusky
County rental assistance
requests since the start of

Maurice Neal and Marma Malcolm fold blankets at the Community Fortress
homeless shelter in downtown Fremont. DANIEL CARSON/THE NEWS-MESSENGER

the pandemic.
Neal gives back

Someone folded laun-
dry and washed blankets
for him when Neal stayed
at Community Fortress as
a guest.

Now Neal is returning
the favor as a shelter vol-
unteer.

He came to Communi-
ty Fortress as a guest
Sept. 13, after being
homeless for months and
living in his black 2000
Buick Regal.

Most of the shelter’s
guests were guys are at
least 10 years younger
than Neal who primarily
came from Sandusky and
neighboring counties.

The Crossroads Volun-
teers Of America shelter
in Sandusky connected
Neal to the Liberty Cen-
ter, which put him in con-

tact with Community
Fortress.

Now he is living in an
apartment, where his

landlord gives him odd
jobs and he is able to af-
ford rent.

Every other Friday
night, Neal shows up at
Community Fortress to
fold laundry, get meals
ready and help out how-
ever he can.

“They let me come
here and volunteer,
which is good,” Neal said
as he folded blankets
with Malcolm.

Followed a certain
routine

When he stayed at
Community Fortress,
Neal said he and some of
the shelter’s other guests
had a certain routine
they’d follow every day.

The shelter is open
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

People who want to
spend the night at Com-
munity Fortress need to
show up no later than 9
p-m.

When guests leave in
the morning, they often
head to Down Thyme
Cafe to get a cup of coffee
and get out of the cold.

Neal said he would
head over to Pontifex on
West State Street around
9 a.m., where he’d volun-
teer to help out with vari-
ous tasks.

Pontifex would give
him and others a free
lunch, then Neal made his
way over to Birchard Pub-
lic Library, where gener-
ally he’d stay part of the
day until Community
Fortress opened up in the
evening.

Neal said Fremont was
different than Detroit,
with local residents and
businesses generally
more accepting of the
homeless population.

As an example, Neal
pointed out that just
about all the local gas sta-
tions let him and other

homeless people use
their restrooms.
‘Beautiful’ yet ‘bad’

situation

“Back home in Detroit,
that’s not going to hap-
pen,” he said, adding, “It’s
a Dbeautiful situation,
even though it’s a bad sit-
uation. It’s support.”

Malcolm said the busi-
nesses downtown gener-
ally know who’s home-
less.

Those businesses have
been welcoming of Com-
munity Fortress guests,
she said.

“I think that’s a big
deal,” Malcolm said.

Share and Care of San-
dusky County, Pontifex

and other community
and church groups have
pitched in to help out, in
big and small ways.

Vaughn Billow, direc-
tor of Pontifex’s food pan-
try, said Community For-
tress opening in 2019 had
been a tremendous boon
to the community.

Billow said there were
two to three homeless
people he saw regularly at
Pontifex that chose to live
on the streets, with an-
other three to five regu-
lars who were staying at
Community Fortress.

Community Fortress
guests help out at Ponti-
fex by taking out the
trash, sweeping, mop-
ping and with snow re-
moval.

Pontifex works with
Community Fortress and
all of the county’s agen-
cies serving the homeless
population, Billow said.

Ifhe gets a donation he
can’'t use, Billow said he
just makes a call.

“So it’s not just sitting
on a shelf gathering
dust,” he said.

With Community For-
tress having more beds
available, Pontifex has
not had as great of a need
to serve as a warming
center during brutally
cold weather.

Billow said Pontifex
had opened an hour earli-
er, at 7 a.m., to accommo-
date shelter guests.

Shelters hope
pandemic eases up

COVID-19 has impact-
ed the city’s homeless
shelters dramatically.

Weisz said normally,
the average length of stay
at the Liberty Centeris 34
days, with guests able to
stay up to 69 days.

Since the pandemic

TODAY IS: INTERNATIONAL POLAR BEAR DAY

International Polar
Bear Day, a day organized
by Polar Bears Interna-
tional, draws attention to
the threats that polar
bears face in the warming
Arctic, as a result of car-
bon dioxide and other

greenhouse gases. The
day is dedicated to re-
flecting on what can be
done to help polar bears,
and how carbon emis-
sions can be reduced.
Arctic warming has al-
ready had an effect.

For example, in West-
ern Hudson Bay there
were about 1,200 polar
bears in 1987, but by 2012
there were only 900. Cli-
mate change has lead to
lower body weights in po-
lar bears; lower body

weight in females has af-
fected their offspring,
yielding smaller litters
and causing fewer cubs to
survive.

Source: checkiday.com

started, that average has
climbed to 47 days.

“Some people were
here over 100 days,”
Weisz said. “Some were
working. They had saved
money. They just couldn’t
find housing.”

Things began easing
up in late summer and
early fall, a trend Weisz
hopes will continue this
year as COVID-19 num-
bers drop and the econo-
my continues its re-
bound.

Community Fortress
has been a helpful and a
welcome addition to the
area, Weisz said.

Some guests at Com-
munity Fortress work
during the day, then ar-
rive at the shelter be-
tween 7 and 9 p.m.

When Sandusky
County was recently un-
der a Level 3 snow emer-
gency, the shelter stayed
open during daytime
hours.

Malcolm said Commu-
nity Fortress increased
its bed capacity from 8 to
20 in November.

Mayor Danny Sanchez
told the News-Messenger
in November 2019 if trou-
ble was minimal for the
area around Community
Fortress, he could see the
city being supportive of
expanding the shelter’s
number of beds.

Malcolm said the shel-
ter applied and got the
city’s permission to ex-
pand its capacity.

She said Community
Fortress averages seven
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CITY OF FREMONT
ENT OF LIC
SAFETY AND PUBLIC SERVICE

KENNETH P. FROST
DIRECTOR

INVITATION FOR BIDS

The Safety Service Director of the
City of Fremont is hereby accepting
sealed bids until March 22nd, 2021 af
11:00 a.m. for the City of Fremont
Property Lease for the real property
described below consisting of approxi-
mately 5,655 Sa

less thcn $3,500. 00 annually and nego-
tiable ferms.

Each bidder shall submit to the Office
of the Safety Service Director, City of
Fremont, 323 South Front Street, 3rd
Floor, Fremont, Ohio 43420, |n
sealed envelope mqu d
Fremont — Garrison Lot Bid", The an-
nual amount for the land described
below. Upon tabulation of bids, those
persons submitting bids shall have the
right to raise their bid upon public
outcry at such time. Award shall be
made to the bidder with the highest
amount bid and negotiated terms
most advantageous to the City of
Fremont. Bids shall be submitted for
the usage of a 65’ wide and an 87‘ long
section starting 25’ east from the east-
ern property line.

The successful bidder shall execute a
L]ggsg immediately following award
of bid.

In accordance with the Ohio Revised
Code Section 7.16 this shall service as
notification that this notice is availa-
ble on the City of Fremont’s website
at the following address:
http://www.fremontohio.org

The successful bidder shall use the
property for purposes described with-
in a negotiated Lease.

Description of real property:

An approxumufely 5,655 Sa. Ft. parcel,
starting 25’ from the eastern property
line of porcel #345000215900, which will
be 65 wide and 87’ long, commonly
known as 209 Garrison St. Fremont
Ohio 43420.

Any questions concerning this invita-
tion for Bids shall be directed to Ken-
neth P. Frost vie e-mail at kfrost@fre
monfohio.org or by phone at
419-334-2687

/s/ Kenneth P. Frost
Kenneth P. Frost

Safety Serwce Director
City of Frel

(FNM, Feb20 27,’21#4609327)

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Board of Zoning Appeals will host
its regular scheduled meeting virtual-
ly via Zoom on Thursday, March 11,
2021 at 7pm to hear appeals for or
against Storage of America 1825 Oak
Harbor Rd.they requesting a variance
to allow for additional storage on this
property. To attend virtually, please
visit the City of Fremont, Ohio chan-
nel on YouTube, https://www.youtube.
com/channeI/UCbbvaIehKmRM Xkrl
qi1BQ?view_as=subscriber

ERE, Feb27,721#4619076

to eight guests every
night.

The shelter was at 13
guests when the pan-
demic first hit in March
2020.

“When people are that
down on their luck, they
don’t think they have
anywhere to go,” Malcolm
said.

Guests weren't al-
lowed to leave during the
day in the early weeks of
the pandemic.

For six weeks, volun-
teers came into Commu-
nity Fortress every day to
help staff out.

Malcolm thinks the
COVID-19 pandemic is
part of the reason for an
increase in shelter
guests.

“I think some people
are losing housing be-
cause they can’t pay rent.
Housing’s hard to find
around here, “ Malcolm
said.

Community Fortress is
working on guest expec-
tations, Malcolm said,
with the idea of holding
them accountable and
getting them to succeed.

Neal agrees with Mal-
colm, pointing out that he
said many times the shel-
ter was not his home, but
a temporary place to get
his life together.

With his life going in a
new direction, Neal's
plan is to stay in Fremont
for a while.

“I was taught if it’s not
broke, don’t try and fix it.
Things are going good
here,” he said.

£ 3 Public Notices

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
SANDUSKY COUNTY, OHIO
PROBATE DIVISION

CHANGE OF NAME OF

Shane Micheal Bowers

TO Malia Jasmine Bowers

CASE NO. 20217008

NOTICE OF HEARING ON CHANGE
OF NAME [O.R.C. 2717.01]

Applicant hereby gives notice to all
interested persons and that the appli-
has filed an Application for
Change of Name In the Probate Court
of Sandusky County. Ohio. requesting
the change of name of Shane Micheal
Bowers fo Malia Jasmine Bowers

The hearing on the application will be
held on the 09 day of April. 2021, at
1:00 P.M o’clock P.M in the Probate
Court of Sandusky County, located at
lggzoN Park Ave., Fremont, Ohio

/s/ Shane Bow
FRE,Feb27, ’21#4616996

Notice of Civil Service Examination
Patrol Officer
City of Fremont

The Fremont Civil Service Commis-
sion will be holding an entrance exam
for the position of Pafrol Officer on
Saturday, April 10th ot 9:00 am or
Wednesday, April 14th_at 6:00 pm.
This will be held at the Fremont Com-
munity Recreation Complex at_ 600
Saint Joseph St. Fremont, Ohio 43420.
Appllcqhons for the test can be com-
pleted by visiting the National Testing
Nefwork and clicking on Fremont,
Ohio. Applications are due by April 2,
2021. For questions, please contact the
Office of the Safety Service Director
at  419-334-2687 or e-mail Amomdq
Sears af asears@fremontohio.or:
(FRE,Jan16,30,Feb13,27,13,27, Mm’]3,
27, '21 #4552437)

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Board of Control of the City of

Fremont, Ohio, will receive sealed

bids, according to law, in the office of

the Safety Service Director until 11:00

am, local time, March 26th , 2021 for

the OZZIE _RAUCH PARK IM-
ROVEMENTS

Contract Documents are available in
print form or by download from Beck-
er Impressions at www.beckerplanroo
m.com for non-refundable cost plus
taxes and shipping if requested.

Each bidder will seal bid(s), contain-

ing full name of each person or com-

pany interested |n an envelope clearly

marked OZZI AUCH PARK IM-
PROVEMENTS.

Engineer’s estimate is $67,000.00
C&)r_\lﬁplehon date for project is July 16,

Any technical questions concerning
this proiect should be directed to the
City Engineer’s office at 419-334-8963.
Any bid questions should be directed
to the Administrative Office at 419-

334-2687.
(FNM,Feb27,Maré,'21#4620050)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Board of Zoning Appeals will host
its regular scheduled meeting virtual-
ly via Zoom on Thursday, March 11,
2021 at 7epm to hear appeals for or
against Jeremy Shook, 2542 W. Statfe
St requesting a variance for a garage
addition. To attend virtually, please
visit the City of Fremont, Ohio chan
nel on YouTube. https://www.youtube.
com/chcnneI/UCbbvaIehKmRM Xkrl
qi1BQ?view_as=subscriber
FRE, Feb27 721#4619805
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