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THREE DIE IN FARM ACCIDENT

By LESLIE GARTRELL
lgartrell@dailystandard.com

	 ST.	HENRY	—	Three	broth-
ers	 who	 became	 trapped	 in	 a	
manure	 pit	 at	 a	 farm	 near	 St.	
Henry	died	on	Tuesday.
	 An	official	with	Hogenkamp	
Funeral	 Home,	 St.	 Henry,	 on	
Tuesday	 night	 confirmed	 the	
funeral	 home	 is	 handling	 the	
arrangements	 for	 Gary,	 Todd	
and	Brad	Wuebker.
	 Emergency	 personnel	 were	
called	 to	 the	 farm	 at	 12:30	
p.m.	after	receiving	a	call	that	
three	men	had	passed	out	in	a	
manure	pit	at	a	livestock	oper-
ation	 at	 2319	 Coldwater	 Creek	
Road,	 St.	 Henry	 Fire	 Depart-
ment	Chief	Matt	Lefeld	said.
	 Lefeld	 said	 the	 men	 were	
pulled	 from	 the	 pit	 and	 were	
non-mobile	 and	 unconscious.	
Lefeld	said	they	were	perform-
ing	maintenance	on	a	manure	
pump	 before	 the	 accident	
occurred.
	 The	 men	 were	 transported	
to	 Mercer	 County	 Community	
Hospital,	 Coldwater,	 and	 at	
least	Brad	Wuebker	was	trans-
ported	 to	 a	 hospital	 in	 Fort	
Wayne,	 Ind.,	 according	 to	
Lefeld.
	 No	 further	 information	 was	
available	 by	 press	 time	 Tues-
day	night.
	 A	Mass	will	be	held	 for	 the	
intentions	 of	 the	 Wuebker	
family	 at	 6	 p.m.	 tonight	 at	 St.	
Aloysius	Catholic	Church,	6036	
State	Route	274,	Celina,	accord-
ing	 to	 the	 St.	 Henry	 Cluster	
Parishes’	 Facebook	 page.	 An	
outdoor	 rosary	 was	 prayed	 on	
Tuesday	night	at	the	church	for	
the	family.	The	Facebook	page	
post	 announcing	 today’s	 Mass	
had	 been	 shared	 nearly	 200	
times	as	of	late	Tuesday	night.
	 Assisting	 at	 the	 scene	 were	
the	 Celina	 Fire	 Department	
and	 dive	 team,	 Celina	 and	
Chickasaw	 emergency	 medi-
cal	 services,	 Mercer	 County	
Sheriff’s	Office,	Southern	Mer-
cer	 County	 Joint	 Ambulance	
District	 and	 the	 Wapakoneta	
Post	of	the	Ohio	State	Highway	

Official: Three 
brothers were 
trapped in pit

First responders place a person in the back of an ambulance Tuesday at 2319 Coldwater Creek Road in St. Henry.

Dan Melograna photos/The Daily Standard

Left, people and emergency 
personnel gather near the site.
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	 PORTLAND,	 Ind.	—	A	 jury	
could	begin	deliberating	today	
on	the	fate	of	a	Portland,	Ind.,	
woman	charged	with	murder.
	 Shelby	Hiestand	is	charged	
with	shooting	31-year-old	Shea	
Briar	of	Portland.
 Hiestand	 is	 a	 former	 assis-
tant	 Fort	 Recovery	 softball	
coach.	 Former	 softball	 coach	
Esther	Stephen,	Portland,	was	

convicted	of	mur-
der	 March	 18	 in	
connection	 with	
Briar’s	 death,	
and	 sentenced	
to	 55	 years	 in	
prison.	Briar	and	
Stephen	 have	 a	
child	 together,	
and	 had	 been	

having	issues	over	custody	and	
Briar	 wanting	 to	 change	 the	
child’s	 last	name	 to	his	at	 the	
time	of	his	murder.

	 After	 a	 long	 day	 of	 witness	
testimony	 Tuesday,	 Jay	 Coun-
ty	 Circuit	 Court	 Judge	 Brian	
Hutchison	 told	 jurors	 that	
today	could	be	 the	 last	day	of	
Hiestand’s	trial,	though	the	tri-
al	has	been	scheduled	through	
Thursday.
	 Multiple	witnesses	from	law	
enforcement,	 including	 the	
Indiana	State	Police,	Jay	Coun-
ty	Sheriff’s	Office	and	various	
police	 departments	 who	 had	
assisted	 in	 the	 case	 testified	

Tuesday,	 painting	 the	 picture	
of	 how	 they’d	 found	 Briar	 on	
a	 bridge	 in	 Jay	 County	 after	
receiving	 an	 emergency	 call	
from	 bystanders	 shortly	 after	
2	a.m.	Jan	11.
	 According	to	testimony,	ini-
tially	 officers	 who’d	 respond-
ed	 to	 the	 scene	 thought	 Briar	
might	 have	 overdosed	 and	
been	 dumped.	 On	 the	 windy,	
rainy	night,	no	gunshot	wound	
had	 initially	 been	 noticed	 on	
Briar’s	body,	and	injuries	were	

assumed	to	be	from	him	being	
pushed	from	a	car.
	 Dash	 cam	 footage	 and	
audio	 showed	 Briar	 had	 still	
been	alive	after	being	shot	in	
the	 back,	 yelling	 as	 he	 came	
in	 and	 out	 of	 consciousness	
and	 attempting	 to	 wave	 his	
arms.
	 Scott	 Wagner,	 a	 foren-
sic	 pathologist	 who	 owns	 the	
company	 Forensic	 Pathology	

Jury deliberations could begin today in murder trial

Hiestand

By LESLIE GARTRELL
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	 WAPAKONETA	 —	 More	
new	COVID-19	cases	have	been	
reported	 in	 Auglaize	 County	
in	the	first	nine	days	of	August	
than	 in	 the	 entire	 month	 of	
July,	 county	 health	 depart-
ment	officials	said.
	 Auglaize	 County	 Health	
Department	 nursing	 director	
Jessica	Wuebker	during	Tues-
day’s	board	of	health	meeting	
said	65	cases	of	the	virus	were	
reported	in	the	month	of	July,	
while	70	new	cases	have	been	
reported	in	the	first	nine	days	
of	August.
	 Wuebker	 said	 while	 the	
increase	 was	 not	 necessarily	
unexpected,	 it	 still	 signals	 a	
troubling	trend.
	 The	 increase	 in	 cases	 very	
likely	can	be	attributed	to	the	
delta	 variant,	 a	 much	 more	
contagious	 variant	 than	 past	
versions	of	the	virus,	Wuebker	
said.

	 “I	 think	 when	 we	 look	 at	
the	 overall	 numbers,	 we	 can	
assume	it’s	here	because	of	the	
transmissibility	we’re	seeing,”	
she	said	of	the	delta	variant.
	 Wuebker	 also	 noted	 the	
county	 has	 had	 its	 first	 COV-
ID-19	outbreak	for	the	first	time	
in	several	months,	the	majority	
of	 which	 were	 unvaccinated.	
The	 outbreak	 occurred	 at	 a	
place	 of	 employment	 and	 the	
infected	 individuals	 were	
almost	 entirely	 composed	 of	
people	 in	 the	 20-29	 year-old	
age	 group,	 she	 said.	 Wuebker	

did	 not	 say	 how	 many	 people	
were	involved	in	the	outbreak,	
but	said	only	one	among	them	
was	vaccinated.
	 “This	 one	 developed	 very,	
very	quickly,”	Wuebker	contin-
ued.	 “Within	 three	 days	 time,	
we	had	multiple	individuals.”
	 The	delta	variant	is	now	the	
dominant	 strain	 of	 COVID-19	
in	Ohio,	according	to	the	Ohio	
Department	of	Health.	In	May,	
less	than	1%	of	lab	sequenced	
cases	 were	 identified	 as	 the	
delta	variant.	The	most	recent	
data	 from	 July	 4-17	 show	 86%	
of	 lab	 sequenced	 cases	 were	
the	delta	variant,	according	to	
ODH.
	 Additionally,	 more	 than	
98.4%	 of	 Ohioans	 hospitalized	
due	 to	 COVID-19	 since	 Jan.	 1	
due	 to	 COVID-19	 were	 unvac-
cinated,	according	to	ODH.
	 There	 have	 been	 18,662	
total	 hospitalizations	 since	
Jan.	1,	of	which	the	overwhelm-
ing	 majority	 —	 18,367	 —	 were	

Delta variant likely behind Auglaize COVID case spike

In this January file photo, nurse Kylee Reineke gives Kenton 
Stamm a COVID-19 vaccination at the Auglaize County Health 
Department in Wapakoneta.

Dan Melograna/The Daily Standard

COVID-19 cases/deaths
Ohio cases                  1,145,925
Ohio deaths                     20,580
Mercer County cases               4,175
Mercer County deaths                  86
Auglaize County cases        3,767
Auglaize County deaths            65

SOURCE: Ohio Department of Health
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Patrol.
	 Manure	 pit	 gases	 are	 the	
biggest	concern	for	health	and	
safety	 around	 manure	 han-
dling	and	storage	pits,	accord-
ing	to	the	Ohio	State	University	
Extension.	 Hydrogen	 sulfide,	
methane,	carbon	monoxide	and	
ammonia	are	gases	of	concern.
	 Lower	 levels	 of	 hydrogen	
sulfide	 gas	 concentration	 lev-
els	will	cause	symptoms	of	nau-
sea,	 headache	 and	 dizziness,	
while	 higher	 levels	 of	 the	 gas	
will	 cause	 alerted	 breathing,	
collapse	 and	 death,	 according	
to	 OSU	 Extension.	 Exposure	
to	 ammonia	 results	 in	 imme-
diate	 burning	 sensation	 and	
redness	 in	 the	 eyes.	 Methane	
and	carbon	monoxide	are	odor-
less	 and	 difficult	 to	 detect	 by	
smell,	 according	 to	 extension	
information.
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2 3 4 5 7 6 1 9 8
5 6 8 1 3 9 7 2 4
1 7 9 8 2 4 3 5 6
8 9 7 4 6 1 5 3 2
3 1 2 7 5 8 4 6 9
4 5 6 3 9 2 8 7 1
6 4 3 9 8 5 2 1 7
7 2 1 6 4 3 9 8 5
9 8 5 2 1 7 6 4 3

2 3 4 5 7 6 1 9 8
5 6 8 1 3 9 7 2 4
1 7 9 8 2 4 3 5 6
8 9 7 4 6 1 5 3 2
3 1 2 7 5 8 4 6 9
4 5 6 3 9 2 8 7 1
6 4 3 9 8 5 2 1 7
7 2 1 6 4 3 9 8 5
9 8 5 2 1 7 6 4 3

7 5 9 2 6 1 3 8 4
8 2 6 3 4 9 1 5 7
1 3 4 5 7 8 6 9 2
9 1 3 7 5 4 8 2 6
2 4 5 1 8 6 9 7 3
6 7 8 9 2 3 4 1 5
3 6 7 8 9 5 2 4 1
4 8 2 6 1 7 5 3 9
5 9 1 4 3 2 7 6 8

7 5 9 2 6 1 3 8 4
8 2 6 3 4 9 1 5 7
1 3 4 5 7 8 6 9 2
9 1 3 7 5 4 8 2 6
2 4 5 1 8 6 9 7 3
6 7 8 9 2 3 4 1 5
3 6 7 8 9 5 2 4 1
4 8 2 6 1 7 5 3 9
5 9 1 4 3 2 7 6 8

	 Today	 will	 become	
partly	 cloudy	 with	 show-
ers	and	a	high	of	88,	local	
weatherman	 Dennis	
Howick	said.	Tonight	will	
be	 cloudy	 with	 showers	
and	a	low	of	71.	Thursday	
will	be	partly	cloudy	with	
showers	and	a	high	of	90.

HOWICK’S REPORT
Tuesday’s	low....................71	
Tuesday’s	high	................89
Tuesday	at	5	p.m.............84
Precip.............0.05”	of	rain

	 Extended	 forecast:	
Friday,	 partly	 cloudy,	
70-82;	 Saturday	 through	
Tuesday,	 mostly	 sunny,	
69-84,	 58-80,	 58-81	 and	
61-82.

Partly cloudy 
with showers

The Associated Press

	 The	 rapidly	 escalating	
surge	 in	 COVID-19	 infec-
tions	 across	 the	 U.S.	 has	
caused	a	shortage	of	nurs-
es	 and	 other	 front-line	
staff	 in	 virus	 hot	 spots	
that	 can	 no	 longer	 keep	
up	with	the	flood	of	unvac-
cinated	 patients	 and	 are	
losing	workers	to	burnout	
and	 lucrative	 out-of-state	
temporary	gigs.
	 Florida,	 Arkansas,	
Louisiana	and	Oregon	all	
have	 more	 people	 hos-
pitalized	 with	 COVID-19	
than	 at	 any	 other	 point	
in	 the	 pandemic,	 and	
nursing	 staffs	 are	 badly	
strained.
	 In	Florida,	virus	cases	
have	filled	so	many	hospi-
tal	 beds	 that	 ambulance	
services	 and	 fire	 depart-
ments	 are	 straining	 to	
respond	 to	 emergencies.	
Some	patients	wait	inside	
ambulances	 for	 up	 to	 an	
hour	 before	 hospitals	 in	
St.	 Petersburg,	 Fla.,	 can	
admit	 them	 —	 a	 process	
that	usually	takes	about	15	
minutes,	 Pinellas	 County	
Administrator	Barry	Bur-
ton	said.
	 One	 person	 who	 suf-
fered	 a	 heart	 attack	 was	
bounced	 from	 six	 hos-
pitals	 before	 finding	 an	
emergency	 room	 in	 New	
Orleans	 that	 could	 take	
him	 in,	 said	 Joe	 Kanter,	
Louisiana’s	 chief	 public	
health	officer.
	 “It’s	 a	 real	 dire	 situ-
ation,”	 Kanter	 said.	
“There’s	 just	 not	 enough	
qualified	staff	in	the	state	
right	 now	 to	 care	 for	 all	
these	patients.”
	 Michelle	 Thomas,	 a	
registered	 nurse	 and	 a	
manager	 of	 the	 emergen-
cy	 department	 at	 a	 Tuc-
son,	 Arizona,	 hospital,	
resigned	three	weeks	ago	
after	hitting	a	wall.
	 “There	 was	 never	 a	
time	 that	 we	 could	 just	
kind	 of	 take	 a	 breath,”	
Thomas	 said	 Tuesday.	 “I	
hit	that	point	…	I	can’t	do	
this	 anymore.	 I’m	 so	 just	
tapped	out.”

	 She	 helped	 other	
nurses	 cope	 with	 being	
alone	in	rooms	with	dying	
patients	 and	 holding	
mobile	 phones	 so	 family	
members	 could	 say	 their	
final	goodbyes.
	 “It’s	 like	 incredibly	
taxing	and	traumatizing,”	
said	 Thomas,	 who	 is	
unsure	 if	 she	 will	 ever	
return	to	nursing.
	 Miami’s	 Jackson	
Memorial	Health	System,	
Florida’s	 largest	 medical	
provider,	has	been	losing	
nurses	 to	 staffing	 agen-
cies,	 other	 hospitals	 and	
pandemic	 burnout,	 Exec-
utive	Vice	President	Julie	
Staub	 said.	 The	 hospi-
tal’s	CEO	says	nurses	are	
being	 lured	 away	 to	 jobs	
in	 other	 states	 at	 double	
and	triple	the	salary.
	 Staub	said	system	hos-
pitals	have	started	paying	
retention	bonuses	to	nurs-
es	who	agree	to	stay	for	a	
set	period.	To	cover	short-
ages,	nurses	who	agree	to	
work	extra	are	getting	the	
typical	 time-and-a-half	
for	overtime	plus	$500	per	
additional	 12-hour	 shift.	
Even	 with	 that,	 the	 hos-
pital	 sometimes	 still	 has	

to	 turn	 to	 agencies	 to	 fill	
openings.
	 “You	 are	 seeing	 folks	
chase	 the	 dollars,”	 Staub	
said.	 “If	 they	 have	 the	
flexibility	 to	 pick	 up	 and	
go	 somewhere	 else	 and	
live	 for	 a	 week,	 months,	
whatever	and	make	more	
money,	it	is	a	very	enticing	
thing	 to	do.	 I	 think	every	
health	care	system	is	fac-
ing	that.”
	 Nearly	 70%	 of	 Florida	
hospitals	 are	 expecting	
critical	staffing	shortages	
in	the	next	week,	accord-
ing	 to	 the	 Florida	 Hospi-
tal	Association.
	 In	 Oregon,	 Gov.	 Kate	
Brown	 announced	 Tues-
day	 that	 state	 employees	
must	 be	 fully	 vaccinated	
by	 Oct.	 18	 or	 six	 weeks	
after	 a	 COVID-19	 vac-
cine	 receives	 full	 federal	
approval,	 whichever	 is	
later.	 Her	 office	 planned	
to	 announce	 a	 statewide	
indoor	mask	requirement	
on	Wednesday.
	 “Oregon	 is	 facing	 a	
spike	 in	 COVID-19	 hospi-
talizations	 —	 consisting	
overwhelmingly	of	unvac-
cinated	individuals	—	that	
is	 quickly	 exceeding	 the	

darkest	 days	 of	 our	 win-
ter	 surge,”	 Brown	 said.	
“When	 our	 hospitals	 are	
full,	there	will	be	no	room	
for	 additional	 patients	
needing	care.”
	 Texas	Gov.	Greg	Abbott	
on	Monday	directed	state	
officials	 to	 use	 staffing	
agencies	 to	 find	 addi-
tional	 medical	 staff	 from	
beyond	the	state’s	borders	
as	the	delta	variant	over-
whelms	 its	 present	 staff-
ing	 resources.	 He	 also	
has	 sent	 a	 letter	 to	 the	
Texas	 Hospital	 Associa-
tion	 to	 request	 that	 hos-
pitals	 postpone	 all	 elec-
tive	 medical	 procedures	
voluntarily.
	 Parts	 of	 Europe	 have	
so	 far	 avoided	 a	 similar	
hospital	 crisis,	 despite	
wide	 circulation	 of	 the	
delta	 variant,	 with	 help	
from	vaccines.
	 The	 United	 Kingdom	
on	Monday	had	more	than	
5,900	 COVID-19	 patients	
in	 hospitals,	 but	 the	 lat-
est	 surge	 has	 not	 over-
whelmed	 medical	 cen-
ters.	 As	 of	 Tuesday,	 the	
government	 said	 75	 per-
cent	 of	 adults	 have	 been	
fully	vaccinated.

Hospitals swamped with COVID, need nurses

Associated Press

Andres Veloso, 12, gets the first dose of the Pzifer COVID-19 vaccine on Monday 
in Miami. Florida is reporting a surge of COVID-19 cases caused by the highly 
contagious delta variant.

Associated Press

Janice Perez, a clinical technician, is tested on 
Monday for COVID-19, after a colleague at her office 
recently tested positive, in North Miami, Florida.

Consultants,	 told	 jurors	
the	 bullet	 had	 entered	
Briar’s	 body	 from	 the	
middle-right	 portion	
of	 his	 back,	 grazed	 his	
spine	 and	 fractured,	
sending	bullet	fragments	
into	 Briar’s	 heart.	 Wag-
ner	 had	 described	 the	

shot	 as	 “well	 placed,”	
referring	 to	 the	 almost	
guaranteed	 lethality	
of	 it.	 Even	 if	 Briar	 had	
received	 medical	 atten-
tion	 within	 five	 minutes	
after	being	shot,	the	like-
lihood	 of	 his	 survival	
would	have	been	slim	to	
none,	Wagner	testified.
	 Kristi	 Sibray,	 who	 had	
testified	 in	 Stephen’s	 tri-
al,	relayed	once	more	how	

(From front page)

Jury Stephen	 and	 Hiestand	
had	 visited	 her	 house	
and	 spoken	 of	 how	 Briar	
“needed	 to	 die,”	 and	 of	
how	 they’d	 researched	
different	possible	ways	to	
kill	him.
	 Sibray	 recalled	 that	
while	 Hiestand	 was	 usu-
ally	fairly	quiet	and	didn’t	
speak	much	during	 those	
talks,	 with	 most	 of	 the	
discussion	 coming	 from	
Stephen,	 there	 had	 been	
a	 time	 when	 Stephen	
had	 said	 shooting	 Briar	
could	 be	 a	 possible	 way	
to	get	rid	of	him.	Hiestand	
reportedly	had	spoken	up	
to	say	that	she	could	shoot	
him,	Sibray	testified.
	 At	 the	 time,	 Sibray	
had	known	Briar	and	Ste-
phen’s	 relationship	 was	
rocky,	 but	 hadn’t	 taken	
the	talk	seriously,	assum-
ing	 the	 women	 had	 been	
joking.
	 During	 her	 trial,	 Ste-

phen	 denied	 that	 she’d	
had	 any	 knowledge	 of	
what	was	to	transpire	the	
night	 of	 Briar’s	 death.	
Still,	Stephen	said	on	the	
stand	 during	 her	 trial	
that	 Hiestand	 had	 stored	
her .22-caliber	 rifle	 in	
the	 trunk	 of	 the	 vehicle	
they’d	used	to	drive	Briar	
to	the	remote	bridge,	and	
that	Hiestand	was	the	one	
who’d	shot	Briar.
	 Stephen	 and	 Hiestand	
were	the	former	coach	and	
assistant	coach	of	the	Fort	
Recovery	 High	 School	
softball	 team.	 The	 third	
woman	 being	 charged	
in	 connection	 with	 the	
death,	Hannah	Knapke	of	
Fort	 Recovery,	 had	 been	
a	 student	 on	 their	 team	
prior	to	the	slaying.
	 The	 trial	 is	 scheduled	
to	resume	at	9	a.m.	today	
in	 Jay	 County	 Circuit	
Court	in	Portland,	Ind.

among	 people	 who	 are	
not	 fully	 vaccinated,	
according	 to	 ODH.	 How-
ever,	 295	of	 those	hospi-
talizations	 were	 among	
people	who	are	fully	vac-
cinated,	according	to	the	
ODH.
	 The	 available	 COV-
ID-19	 vaccines,	 granted	
emergency	 use	 autho-
rization	 by	 the	 FDA,	
are	 up	 to	 95%	 effective,	
meaning	 some	 vaccinat-
ed	people	still	can	catch	
the	virus.
	 Dr.	 Juan	 Torres,	
medical	 director	 of	 the	
occupational	health	pro-

gram	 at	 Joint	 Township	
District	 Memorial	 Hos-
pital	 and	 ACHD,	 said	
although	 no	 vaccine	 is	
100%	effective,	the	avail-
able	vaccines	are	highly	
effective	at	reducing	the	
risk	 of	 severe	 reactions	
to	the	virus.
	 According	to	informa-
tion	provided	by	Torres,	
people	who	are	unvacci-
nated	 against	 COVID-19	
have	 a	 significantly	
increased	 risk	 of	 being	
infected,	hospitalized	or	
dying	from	COVID-19.
	 Unvaccinated	 people	
are	8.3	times	more	likely	
to	be	infected,	25.2	times	
more	 likely	 to	 be	 hos-
pitalized	 and	 24	 times	
more	likely	to	die	due	to	
COVID-19	 as	 opposed	 to	

vaccinated	 people,	 Tor-
res	said.
	 “Because	people	don’t	
get	 the	 immunity,	 they	
don’t	 get	 vaccinated,	
they	allow	the	virus	to	be	
in	 the	 community,”	 Tor-
res	 said.	 “And	 the	 virus	
being	 in	 the	 community	
will	 allow	 (the	 virus)	 to	
evolve	 and	 change	 and	
become	 different.	 We’re	
in	 the	 middle	 of	 a	 wave	
right	now,	we	don’t	want	
to	overwhelm	healthcare	
facilities.”
	 Torres	 and	 Wuebker	
both	 urged	 residents	 to	
do	what	they	can	to	pre-
vent	 the	 spread	 of	 the	
virus,	 including	 getting	
vaccinated,	 hand	 wash-
ing	 and	 wearing	 facial	
coverings	 among	 other	

measures.
	 Health	 department	
officials	 did	 not	 have	 a	
COVID-19	 update	 avail-
able	Tuesday.
	 Board	members	also,
	 •	approved	a	telework	
policy	for	employees.
	 •	 met	 in	 executive	
session	for	about	30	min-
utes	 to	 discuss	 person-
nel.	 After	 exiting	 the	
session,	board	members	
hired	 Michelle	 Lang-
meyer	 as	 a	 WIC	 Peer	
Helper	 part-time	 at	 a	
rate	 of	 $13.00	 per	 hour,	
effective	Sept.	2.
	 •	noted	the	next	board	
meeting	 will	 be	 held	 at	
8:30	 a.m.	 Sept.	 14	 in	 the	
board	 conference	 room	
in	Wapakoneta.

(From front page)

COVID

	 The	 same	 was	 true	
in	 Italy,	 where	 the	 sum-
mer	 infections	 have	 not	
resulted	 in	 any	 spike	
in	 hospital	 admissions,	
intensive	care	admissions	
or	 deaths.	 About	 3,200	
people	in	the	nation	of	60	
million	were	hospitalized	
Tuesday	in	regular	wards	
or	 ICUs,	 according	 to	
Health	Ministry	figures.
	 Italian	health	authori-
ties	 advising	 the	 govern-
ment	 on	 the	 pandemic	
attribute	 the	 relatively	
contained	 hospital	 num-
bers	to	the	nation’s	inocu-
lation	 campaign,	 which	
has	 fully	 vaccinated	
64.5%	of	Italians	12	years	
of	age	or	older.
	 The	 U.S.	 is	 averaging	
more	 than	 116,000	 new	
coronavirus	 infections	
a	 day	 along	 with	 about	
50,000	 hospitalizations,	
levels	 not	 experienced	
since	 the	 winter	 surge.	
Unlike	 other	 points	 in	
the	 pandemic,	 hospitals	
now	have	more	non-COV-
ID	 patients	 for	 every-
thing	 from	 car	 accidents	
to	 surgeries	 that	 were	
postponed	 during	 the	
outbreak.
	 That	has	put	even	more	
burden	 on	 nurses	 who	
were	 already	 fatigued	

after	 dealing	 with	 con-
stant	 death	 among	
patients	 and	 illnesses	 in	
their	ranks.
	 “Anecdotally,	 I’m	
seeing	 more	 and	 more	
nurses	 say,	 ‘I’m	 leaving,	
I’ve	 had	 enough,’”	 said	
Gerard	 Brogan,	 director	
of	 nursing	 practice	 with	
National	 Nurses	 United,	
an	umbrella	organization	
of	 nurses	 unions	 across	
the	U.S.	“’The	risk	to	me	
and	my	family	is	just	too	
much.’”
	 Hawaii	is	seeing	more	
new	 daily	 virus	 cases	
than	ever.
	 In	 a	 Honolulu	 hospi-
tal’s	 emergency	 depart-
ment,	 patients	 have	 had	
to	wait	for	beds	for	more	
than	 24	 hours	 on	 gur-
neys	 in	 a	 curtained-off	
section	 because	 there’s	
not	 enough	 staff	 to	 open	
more	beds,	nurse	Patrick	
Switzer	said.
	 “Somebody	who’s	been	
sitting	 in	 the	 emergency	
room	for	30	hours	is	mis-
erable,”	he	said.
	 He	 described	 being	
“in	 this	constant	state	of	
anxiety,	knowing	that	you	
don’t	 have	 the	 tools	 that	
you	 need	 to	 take	 care	 of	
your	 patients	 because	
we’re	stretched	so	thin.”

Fire destroys 1,000 buildings
	 GREENVILLE,	 Calif.	
(AP)	—	California’s	largest	
single	 wildfire	 in	 record-
ed	 history	 kept	 pushing	
through	 forestlands	 on	
Tuesday	 as	 fire	 crews	
tried	to	protect	rural	com-
munities	from	flames	that	
have	destroyed	hundreds	
of	homes.
	 Clear	 skies	 over	 the	
month-old	Dixie	Fire	have	
allowed	 aircraft	 to	 rejoin	

nearly	6,000	firefighters	in	
the	attack	this	week.	
	 Heavy	 smoke	 reduced	
visibility	 on	 the	 fire’s	
west	 end	 while	 the	 east	
end	 saw	 renewed	 action	
as	 afternoon	 winds	 took	
hold,	fire	officials	said.
	 Burning	through	bone-
dry	 trees,	 brush	 and	
grass,	the	fire	by	Tuesday	
had	destroyed	more	than	
1,000	buildings,	including	
nearly	 550	 homes.	 Much	
of	 the	 small	 community	
of	Greenville	was	inciner-
ated	 during	 an	 explosive	
run	of	flames	last	week.	


