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NEWS

38-year-old man shot and killed by police
after three-hour standoff
Third officer-involved shooting in Richland Co. in as many months

Lou Whitmire and Monroe Trombly Mansfield News Journal
Published 4:01 p.m. ET Aug. 4, 2021 Updated 1:58 p.m. ET Aug. 5, 2021

MIFFLIN TOWNSHIP — A 38-year-old man was shot and killed by
police Wednesday afternoon after a three-hour standoff at his Peterson Road home. 

The victim, identified as Sean Rowe by Tom Stortz of the Richland County Coroner's Office,
was taken to OhioHealth Mansfield Hospital after being shot, where he succumbed to his
injuries. 

Wednesday's confrontation marks Richland County's third police shooting in as many
months. 

In June, a Columbus man was shot and wounded on Fourth Street in Mansfield after police
said he pulled a gun. In July, Mansfield officers shot and killed a man at a
Mansfield apartment complex on Wood Street after he attempted to break into an apartment
while wielding a knife. 

On Wednesday, the Allied Special Operations Response Team (ASORT), the Northern Ohio
Fugitive Task Force, and Mansfield and Ontario police went to Rowe's home at 3340
Peterson Road in Mifflin Township at 1:30 p.m. to arrest him. 

Richland County Sheriff J. Steve Sheldon said authorities also had a warrant to search the
home.

Facing charges from July 4 incident

Rowe was wanted for menacing and having weapons under disability, including several
misdemeanors, stemming from a confrontation on July 4 when the Richland County Sheriff's
Office responded to the same Peterson Road address, according to Sheldon.
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Ontario police Chief Tom Hill said Wednesday that Rowe had posted videos to social media
of himself holding at least one long gun, crossbows and Molotov cocktails.

During the standoff an ASORT team negotiator could be heard from a distance pleading with
Rowe to come out and surrender. "We care about you, Sean," the negotiator said over what
sounded like a bullhorn. The ASORT team also fired pepper gas rounds into Rowe's A-
frame house.

After about three hours, members of the ASORT team entered the home while Rowe was
outside on a balcony. "We could just tell that it was getting worse, not better," Sheldon said.

Drone video shows Rowe wielding machetes

In drone video released by the Richland County Sheriff's Office, Rowe can be seen wielding
two machetes on the balcony, striking them against the banister shortly before officers
entered the house.

Hearing the ASORT team, Rowe reentered his house with machetes in hand.

Sheldon said several attempts were made to subdue Rowe with non-lethal force before the
two ASORT officers fired their weapons at him.

Gunshots were heard coming from the house at 4:12 p.m.

About a minute later, an ambulance from Mifflin Township that had been parked around the
corner pulled into the property's driveway.

Medics and Mifflin Township paramedics immediately began treating Rowe. The ambulance
pulled out at 4:19 p.m. and took Rowe to OhioHealth Mansfield Hospital, where he was
pronounced dead at 4:41 p.m. 

Officers placed on administrative leave

Per departmental policy, the two officers that shot Rowe — Paul Webb Jr. and Rod Roose —
were placed on administrative leave and the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation was
called to process the scene and investigate the shooting. The officers were not injured.

Webb has been a Mansfield police officer for eight years while Roose has been with the
Ontario Police Department for the last decade. Both are part of ASORT, whose members
are drawn from Richland County's law enforcement agencies.
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Having medical personnel nearby is standard procedure when someone barricades
themselves in a home, according to Mansfield police Chief Keith Porch. 

"It is unfortunate what we had today," Porch said. "Every effort was made for the individual
to surrender himself."

"We wish for a better outcome. It's a sad event when we have to take those types of actions."

In the July 4 incident, Rowe appeared to be "very agitated" when deputies went to his home,
Sheldon said during a news conference Wednesday evening. The sheriff ultimately decided
the best course of action that day was to leave after two hours of back and forth with Rowe.

Didn't want to escalate the trouble

"We didn't want to escalate it," Sheldon said. "We were trying to de-escalate it. We tried to
get him to calm down and turn himself in but it just got progressively worse."

Ken Smith, of Lucas, told reporters during the standoff that he had met Rowe just days
prior. 

Smith said he had been hunting nearby on Sunday evening when he spotted Rowe standing
on Peterson Road, holding a 12-gauge shotgun and a machete. He was bare-chested and
wearing camouflaged pants. 

Smith said Rowe told him that a man had kidnapped his wife, and named the person.

To Smith, Rowe apparently needed help. He urged Rowe, who appeared to be intoxicated, to
get off the road. 

"I was just trying to calm him down," Smith said. "He's a nice guy. But he's messed up in the
head."

The pair ended up drinking together and talking for several hours before Smith left around
midnight. Rowe told Smith that he had served eight years in the military, suffered from PTSD
and needed to get his wife back. 

"I tried to get here in time," Smith said Wednesday. "But I have to work, I have a job."
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