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The federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported 
drug-overdose deaths in-
creased across Ohio by 
26.6% in 2021, with the 
state confirming 4,410 
overdose deaths in 2020, 
rising to 5,585 in 2021.

In Williams County, 
the percentage of fatal 
overdoses appears to have 
increased even more per-
centage-wise, up about 
33%, with six in 2020 and 
as many as eight this year.

“Williams County has 
pretty much stayed the 
same,” said Rob Giesige, 
CEO of the Four County 
Alcohol, Drug Addiction 
and Mental Health Ser-
vices (ADAMhs) Board. 
“We saw six fatal over-

doses per year in 2018, 
2019 and 2020. So far in 
2021, we’ve seen seven 
with one more pending in-
vestigation.”

Victoria Smith, direc-
tor of health education 
and preparedness at the 
Williams County Health 
Department, reported five 
more fatal overdoses in 
2017 and said all 30 con-
firmed fatal overdoses 
from 2017-2021 “were 
due to opioid use.”

The one this year still 
pending investigation is 
potentially the 31st fatal 
overdose in the county in 
the past five years due to 
opioid use.

“The state says we’re 
up 20-some percent, but 
we’re not dealing with 
huge numbers to begin 
with,” Giesige said.

The biggest change he 
noted was in demograph-
ics.

“In 2021, four out of 
those seven (confirmed 
fatals) were female,” he 
said. “We’ve never seen 
that before.”

Williams County Sher-
iff Tom Kochert also said 
the issue is not that more 
people are using drugs but 
that people are using them 
more often.

“Numerically, meth is 
the drug of choice in Wil-
liams County,” Kochert 
said. “We are seizing much 
bigger amounts, ounces 
now versus grams before, 
but fentanyl amounts re-
main low.

“The number of folks 
starting in the drug cycle 

County overdose deaths rise in ‘21

Graphic from the Ohio Department of Health

This graph from the Ohio Department of Health shows the number of drug overdoses 
in Williams County for the past five years, along with the average age of the victims 
each year. What is believed to be the eighth OD this year is still pending investigation 
and confirmation.

‘It’s the cycle of death’ — Sheriff Tom Kochert

By LYNN THOMPSON
lthompson@bryantimes.com

Bryan Mayor Carrie 
Schlade took the oath of 
office for her second term 
Thursday morning with 
State Rep. Jim Hoops 
(R-Napoleon) while fami-
ly and friends gathered in 
city council chambers to 
witness the event.

Schlade, the city’s first 
female mayor, was elected 
to her first term in 2017. 
Her previous offices in-
clude a two-year term 
on Bryan City Council 
with membership in the 
Bryan City Schools Par-
ent-Teacher Organization, 
Bryan Planning and Zon-
ing Commission, Bryan 

Hoops swears in Schlade
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State Rep. Jim Hoops (R-Napoleon), left, administered 
the oath of office Thursday morning for Bryan May-
or Carrie Schlade’s second term, while her husband, 
Joshua, center, watched.

By EMILY CREBS and 
LUCIA WALINCHUS
Eye on Ohio

This project was funded 
by a grant from the Pulit-
zer Center and provided 
by Eye on Ohio, the non-
profit, nonpartisan Ohio 
Center for Journalism. 

Al Jenkins has what 
neighbors called “the nic-
est house on the block.” 
The renovated historic 
structure has fresh gray 
paint and manicured land-
scaping. A side lawn looks 
like it also is his. Jenkins 
fenced it and cuts the grass. 
But the City of Cleveland 
Land Bank won’t sell him 
the property. He said they 
told him they are saving it 
for future development.

Down the street from 
Jenkins, across from the 
Cleveland Clinic, bulldoz-
ers buzz around new con-

struction on land the city 
gave to a developer from 
the land bank and pur-
chased property. The new 
Addis View Apartments 
will cost about $2,000 for 
a two-bedroom in a zip 
code with a median in-
come of $29,225 accord-
ing to Census data.

Jenkins is happy about 
the new development. 
He’s not just a neighbor 
but a small-business own-
er heavily invested in the 
neighborhood.

“Anything coming to 
this neighborhood is going 
to be a plus for us,” Jen-
kins said.

His block resembles 
Swiss cheese: historic 
homes interspersed with 
vacant land bank lots. Jen-
kins came from a suburb 
in 1982. He was tired of 
spending all his factory 

income on housing. He 
eventually bought and 
fixed up many more rental 
houses.

So why give proper-
ties in the same area to 
one company and not to 
Jenkins?

The City of Cleveland 
did not respond to multi-
ple requests for comment. 
(Note the city land bank 
should not be confused 
with the Cuyahoga Coun-
ty land bank, which said it 
has no such policy.)

Using machine learn-
ing methods, Eye on Ohio 
looked at property reme-
diation in several counties 
to look deeper at a pro-
cess that has transformed 
the rust belt over several 
years.

Certain factors such 

How do public officials 
make land bank decisions? 

Eye on Ohio

Al Jenkins stands in front of his Cleveland home.

Artificial intelligence can help identify patterns

By LUCAS BECHTOL
lbechtol@bryantimes.com

While gas price fluc-
tuation is so common 
that people are used to 
it, people who pay close 
attention to prices may 
have seen costs in Bryan 
staying oddly steady for 
some time.

For Jeff Erb, gen-
eral manager for the 
Bryan-based Sane-
holtz-McKarns Main 
Stop regional chain of 
gas stations/convenience 
stores, the long answer to 
the question delves deep-
ly into the almost surpris-
ing complexities of how 
gas prices are set, in-
cluding everything from 
wholesale price to loca-

tion to whether the seller 
decides to take a loss on 
the sale.

The short answer is 
simple, if less satisfying.

“In Bryan, the price 
has been super steady 
and I don’t know why,” 
he said.

According to GasBud-
dy.com, as of Thursday 
afternoon all stations in 
Bryan are selling gas at 
$3.21 a gallon.

The average price per 
gallon in the state is a 

Gas prices: no easy answer  

Photo by Lucas Bechtol

Jeff Erb, general manag-
er for the Bryan-based 
Saneholtz-McKarns Main 
Stop regional chain of 
gas stations/conve-
nience stores, said gas 
prices are dictated by 
several factors and didn’t 
know why Bryan’s prices 
have been relatively set 
at around $3.20 a gallon 
for as long as they have.

See SCHLADE on Page A7

See LAND BANK, Page A7

See OVERDOSE on Page A3

See GAS on Page A7
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By MAX REINHART
mreinhart@bryantimes.com

Despite some holdup 
due to backorder, Bryan 
Municipal Utilities’ ad-
vanced metering infra-
structure (AMI) project is 
moving forward.

BMU Director of Util-
ities Nathan Gardner 
gave a brief update on the 
project during the Bryan 
Board of Public Affairs’ 
special year-end meeting 
on Thursday.

In May, the board ap-
proved the $2.22 million 
project to upgrade water 
and electric metering. The 
project, which was in the 
works for over a decade, 
will help BMU more ef-

ficiently manage its bill-
ing and customer service, 
improve reliability and 
provide customers with 
more information to help 
control their water and en-
ergy use.

Gardner said the me-
ters themselves have 
arrived and the gate-
keepers (equipment that 
collect data from indi-
vidual meters) have been 
placed around the city.

He said the biggest 
holdup now involves the 
nodes (equipment that al-
lows the meters to “talk” 
to each other), which may 
not arrive until April, or 
even May.

Even so, Gardner is sat-

isfied with the progress.
“Actually, we’re about 

where we thought we’d 
be,” he said.

Separately Thursday, 
the board picked Jim Sals-
bury and Annette Schrein-
er to serve as board chair 
and vice chair, respective-
ly, in 2022 and selected 
Dick Long as the city’s al-
ternate to the Ohio Munic-
ipal Electric Association 
board.

Just prior to the meet-
ing, Mayor Carrie Schlade 
swore in Karen Ford, 
Long and Salsbury to 
new four-year terms after 
all three were re-elected 
in the November general 
election.

BMU meter upgrade moving along

Photo by Max Reinhart

From left, Bryan Board of Public Affairs members Jim Salsbury, Karen Ford and 
Dick Long are sworn in for another term on the board by Mayor Carrie Schlade, 
just prior to Thursday’s special year-end BPA meeting, at Bryan Municipal Utilities 
headquarters in Bryan.

NEED HELP?
To find substance use treatment and information, or 

to reach out for confidential free help for addiction is-
sues from public health agencies, call the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Na-
tional Helpline at 1-800-662-4357.

Substance abuse help also is available at several lo-
cal agencies, and information is included for two nation-
al 12-step fellowships:

• Recovery Services of Northwest Ohio: 419-782-
9920, rsnwo.org

• Shalom Counseling: 419-636-1713, shalomworks.
org

• Four County ADAMhs Board: 419-219-9353, 
fourcountyadamhs.com

• To find a Narcotic Anonymous meeting: na.org/
meetingsearch/

• To find an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting: aa.org/
find-aa

seems to be lessening, but 
those in the lifestyle are 
staying,” Kochert said. 
“Addiction is a tough 
monkey to shake, and 
though we have a lot of re-
sources available to help, 
people need to come to the 
point where they want to 
stop. It’s the battle of the 
mind they have to win.”

Drug use is also still a 
major factor in all crim-
inal activity, with 80-
85% of crimes reportedly 
linked to it, he said.

“It’s the cycle of death,” 
Kochert said. “You use, 
you need money — you 
steal, rob, etc. You use 
again — keep repeating. 
It ends poorly if you re-
main trapped in it. It’s like 
the boil at the bottom of a 
dam. You just keep roll-
ing over, never surfacing. 
Lots of lifelines are avail-
able, but you have to want 
to grab one.”

Williams County’s 911 
call center has dispatched 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) ambulances 
to 243 reported overdos-
es in the past three years, 
from Dec. 2, 2018, to Dec. 
2, 2021, based on data pro-
vided by Williams County 
Communications Director 
Brandi Frisbie.

BRYAN
The number of reported 

overdoses per year in Bry-
an was decreasing prior to 
2021.

Bryan police dispatch 
reports show that ambu-
lances responded to 27 re-
ported overdoses in 2018, 
with the largest cluster 
east of Main Street be-
tween East Wilson Street 
and Roseland Park.

In 2019 they responded 
to 25 overdose calls, with 
the largest cluster shift-
ing north, between East 
Wilson Street and East 
Trevitt Street. In 2020 
they responded to 18 with 
the majority along South 
Main Street and East High 
Street.

EMS has responded to 
21 reported overdoses in 

Bryan so far this year. The 
largest cluster is between 
East Wilson Street and 
East Trevitt Street, similar 
to the location of the ma-
jority of the calls in 2019.

MONTPELIER
Dispatch reports show 

Montpelier had a 37.5% 
spike in reported over-
doses from 2019 to 2020, 
though that trend appears 
to have leveled off.

In 2018 ambulances 
responded to 16 reported 
overdoses in Montpelier, 
with the largest clusters 
around the West Jeffer-
son and Broad Street in-
tersection and the Mill 
Street-Randolph Street 
intersection.

In 2019 ambulances re-
sponded to nine reports, 
with all of them north of 
the railroad tracks, scat-
tered between Mill Street 
and Lafayette Street. In 
2020 they responded to 22 
reports between Mill and 
South Platt streets, but 
there were four in the 600 
block of South Monroe 
Street and four more in 
the 8000 block of County 
Road 8.M, a road with just 
two dwellings northwest 
of Montpelier between 
County Road 17 and the 
Turnpike.

In 2021, ambulances 
responded to 11 overdose 
reports, with the same 
cluster between Mill and 
Lafayette streets, but only 
two in the 600 block of 
South Monroe Street.

West Unity saw a 
200% spike in reported 
overdoses in 2019 based 
on smaller numbers. Am-
bulances responded to two 
reports in 2018. They re-
sponded to six reports in 
2019 with two at the In-
dian Meadow Ohio Turn-
pike plaza and two more 
at the school on West 
Jackson Street. There 
were three reports in 2020 
scattered throughout the 
village. There have been 
three more so far this year, 
also scattered throughout 
the village.

Pioneer shows a 300% 
spike based on smaller 

numbers. Ambulances re-
sponded to two reported 
overdoses in 2018, three 
in 2019 and one in 2020. 
So far this this year they 
have responded to eight, 
with clusters in the 300 
block of South Elm Street 
and the 600 block of South 
State Street

Edgerton shows the 
same 300% increase as 
Pioneer had from last year 
to this year, but with even 
smaller numbers. Ambu-
lances responded to one 
overdose report in 2018, 
another in 2019 and two 
more in 2020. So far this 
year they have responded 
for four scattered in and 
around the village.

There were no overdos-
es reported in Stryker in 
2018 or 2020 and only one 
in 2019. So far this year 
ambulances have respond-
ed to three overdose calls, 
scattered throughout the 
village east of Defiance 
Street.

Edon remains steady 
with one reported over-
dose in 2018; two in 2019; 
one in 2020; and two so 
far this year.

Ambulances responded 
to four reported overdoses 
at the Corrections Cen-
ter of Northwest Ohio in 
2018. There was only one 
in 2019 but three in 2020 
and three more so far this 
year.

Of the remaining over-
doses reported in 2018, 
one was in Alvordton and 
the other was in Holiday 
City.

Two more reports came 
from Holiday City in 
2019.

In 2020, there was 
one overdose reported in 
Holiday City, another in 
Kunkle and two more in 
Alvordton.

So far this year, one 
overdose was reported in 
Alvordton and another 
from Nettle Lake.

There are multiple op-
tions to report drug ac-
tivity, including local law 
enforcement, the Williams 
County Sheriff’s Office 
at 419-636-3151 and the Ohio State Highway Patrol 

at #677. The Multi-Area 
Narcotics Task Force tip 
line is 419-782-8709.

“No matter how small 
the information you have 
seems to be, it might just 
be the missing link to a 
search warrant, or an ar-
rest,” Kochert said. “Ei-
ther of those will not only 
stop the activity in your 
neighborhood, but could 
potentially save lives. 
Please call us, we can only 
go on what we’re given, 
and the public is our best 
source.”

Overdose
(Continued from Page A1)


	1231_A01_Bryan_Times
	1231_A03_Bryan_Times

