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**Prices Good Thru 10/08

BONELESS
CHOICE

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAK
$999

/lb

BONE-IN
RIBEYE
STEAK

$699
/lb

BONELESS
RUMP ROAST
$489

/lb

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS
$299

/lb

BONE-IN PORK
SHOULDER

ROAST
$199

/lb

PORK
STEAK

$349
/lb

FRESH BONELESS
SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREASTS
(5lbs and over bulk only)

$289
/lb

STUFFED
CHOPS

$299
/lb
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Ross’ Bowen Schoch steps up as
senior, but he’s still not tallest
SPORTS, 1B

QEAJAB-02056rNew term: Supreme Court justices are back on the
bench; COVID protections present. 5A

Weather

High 74° ❚ Low 62°
Rain. Forecast, 2A

A wreath-laying ceremony was held Sunday in honor of Rutherford B. Hayes’ 199th birthday at his

tomb at Spiegel Grove. h The former president’s birthday is Oct. 4. h Christie Weininger, executive

director at Hayes, off�ered remarks during the ceremony that also featured a bugler playing “taps,”

while a color guard fi�red ceremonial rifl�es. h The event coincided with the American Presidents

Film & Literary Festival held at various locations throughout the weekend in Fremont. h Hayes

served in the Union Army during the Civil War and rose to the rank of general. The 19th American

president served in the White House from 1877 to 1881. h The Hayes library was the fi�rst presi-

dential library in America, serving as a precursor of the federal presidential library system. h Born

in Delaware, Ohio, in 1822, Hayes moved to Fremont after his presidency where he died in 1893. h
During his time as president he oversaw the end of reconstruction, led eff�orts in civil reforms, and

attempted to reconnect a country still divided by the Civil War.

Brigadier General John M.Dreska, left, and Chaplain Captain Daniel E. Hamman laid a wreath at the tomb of
President Rutherford B. Hayes on Sunday. Services were held at Spiegel Grove to commemorate Hayes’ 199th
birthday. DOUG HISE/CORRESPONDENT

REMEMBERING
A PRESIDENT
Wreath laid Sunday on Rutherford B. Hayes tomb
Craig Shoup Fremont News-Messenger | USA TODAY NETWORK

Editor’s note: This is the last story in a
three-part series.

WOODVILLE — Ohio’s large, urban
police departments have an easier time
fi�nding minority job candidates com-
pared to rural departments, such most
Sandusky County police forces.

One of the biggest reasons for the
struggle is the higher pay off�ered in ur-
ban police departments.

Roy Whitehead, Woodville Police
chief, said the biggest obstacle in
recruiting or keeping offi�cers is the pay

gap between smaller departments like
his versus larger departments in North-
west Ohio.

“The struggle is real,” Whitehead
said. “We’re struggling to pay candi-
dates a wage that competes with some
of the bigger communities. It’s always
about pay in Woodville.”

That pay, Whitehead said, can often
be $8-12 per hour lower than agencies in
the bigger Northwest Ohio departments.

Whitehead said he has lost several
past and potential employees due to the
small town pay gap.

Police diversity impacted
by urban-rural pay gap

See PAY GAP, Page 2A
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Roy Whitehead, Woodville Police
chief, said the department has tried
to diversify its police force since he
started more than 20 years ago.
MOLLY CORFMAN/THE NEWS-MESSENGER

FREMONT — Just about every Fre-
mont City Council candidate has men-
tioned fi�xing up the city’s roads as one
of the major issues locally in the No-
vember general election.

The city’s ambitions to spruce up
major thoroughfares such as State
Street may depend on whether voters
approve a new 0.5% income tax levy to
fi�nance a proposed fi�ve-year road re-
mediation program.

The full scope of the city’s proposed
fi�ve-year road remediation program is
projected to cost $12-$14 million, Audi-
tor Paul Grahl told the council at its
June 3 meeting.

Grahl said the engineer’s offi�ce
looked at streets in all four quadrants
and evaluated road conditions, traffi�c
counts and other factors for recom-
mended remediation and treatment.

Some major thoroughfares within
the road program would be West and
East State streets and Oak Harbor
Road.

Fremont
voters 
to decide
on road
tax levy

See ROAD TAX, Page 4A
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PORT CLINTON — Allegations re-
garding Ottawa County Sheriff� Steve
Levorchick’s handling of a report he
wrote in 2008 on a Put-in-Bay police
offi�cer at the time accused of rape re-
cently were referred to state investiga-
tors.

The then-accused Put-in-Bay offi�cer,
identifi�ed in court documents only by
initials J. B., also is at the center of a re-
cent case involving another former Put-
in-Bay offi�cer, Arica Waters, who has
been charged with making false allega-
tions after accusing the same man, J. B.,
of sexually assaulting her in 2020.

The allegations regarding Levor-
chick’s handling of the 2008 report
emerged after Waters’ defense attor-
ney, Sarah Anjum, last week motioned
the court to compel prosecutors to dis-
close all previous sexual assault inves-
tigations with J. B. named as a suspect.

Sheriff�
accused of
mishandling
report of rape

See SHERIFF, Page 2A
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