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to lead to corrosion of 
lead-based materials, 
according to the EPA. 
The maps, many submit-
ted in 2017, are available 
for public view on the 
Ohio Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s website.
 Some municipalities 
submitted maps indi-
cating their area had 
no lead pipes or prob-
able lead pipes. Others, 
including the city of 
Celina, showed blocks of 
areas where lead service 
lines likely were in use.
 Celina noted in its 
2017 report to the OEPA 
that past water depart-
ment records did not 
show when lead service 
lines were installed, 
repaired or replaced. 
The map indicated 
where lead service 
lines would have been 
installed based on 
construction dates and 
where lead solder would 
have been used. How-
ever, the report stated 
it has been practice to 
replace all lead found 
during water main 
replacement projects or 
repairs for the past 30 
years or more. Several 
lead testing sites also 
are earmarked in the 
city’s report to the EPA.
 Mike Sudman, the 
city’s water treatment 
plant and distribution 
superintendent, said 
while a majority of the 
city’s main water lines 
have been upgraded in 
the last 20 years, locat-
ing and replacing lead 
pipes is part of an ongo-
ing effort. The city tries 
to replace some every 
year, Sudman said.
 If a resident knows 
they have lead service 
lines, they can contact 
the city and will be add-
ed to a list for removal, 

Sudman said. For those 
who are unsure, he rec-
ommended contacting 
Brookside Labs in New 
Bremen to have their 
water tested.
 An online guide on 
the EPA’s website shows 
how people can check 
their own home for lead 
pipes or fixtures by using 
a coin and a magnet. As 
a general rule, if a pipe 
or fixture appears to be 
made of metal, is easily 
scratched by a coin and 
magnets don’t stick to it, 
it may be made of lead. 
The guide is available 
at www.epa.gov/ground-
water-and-drinking-
water/protect-your-tap-
quick-check-lead-0.
 Officials in many local 
towns replaced old water 
mains and lines, lead or 
not, in the years since 
the maps were submit-
ted, tackling the mainte-
nance process gradually 
as part of street recon-
struction projects.
 Several village and 

city administrators and 
superintendents stated 
confidently that their 
communities had no lead 
water mains or pipes 
in use, at least on their 
end. They could not 
make guarantees on the 
fixtures and materials 
used in private homes 
or service lines that con-
nect to city water lines.
 Fort Recovery Village 
administrator Randy 
Diller said no public 
or private service lines 
were lead, to the best of 
the village’s knowledge. 
All streets in the village 
have been worked on 
since 1986. Since then, 
all lead service pipelines 
found in that time were  
replaced with copper 
lines, he said. On streets 
that weren’t completely 
reconstructed, lead lines 
had been replaced with 
copper either as a stand 
alone project or through 
the process of repair and 
maintenance, he said.

 As for private ser-
vice lines, Diller said 
that since 2011, village 
employees had visited 
every house and busi-
ness in the village to 
replace water meters, 
at which time they 
checked the composition 
of private service lines. 
Anyone with lead pipes 
was required to replace 
service lines with copper 
or plastic ones.
 Even for villages 
without lead pipes, 
though, various commu-
nity officials said they’d 
like funding to replace 
leaking service lines 
and older water mains 
and service lines made 
of asbestos cement or 
brittle cast iron.

Wastewater requirements
 Much of the more 
expensive work that 
needs to be completed 
in some communities 
involves wastewater 
systems.

In this photo taken in January, construction was ongoing at the Celina Water Treatment Plant to convert an outdated clarifier into a bioreactor to reduce the 
toxicity of the sludge removed during the water treatment process.
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Water

Drinking water is treated inside the St. Marys Water Treatment Plant.
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St. Marys Water and Sewer Superintendent Jeff 
Thompson explains the process used to treat the 
city’s drinking water.
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 The OEPA recently 
updated its require-
ments concerning ammo-
nia, phosphorus and 
dissolved solid levels 
in wastewater, meaning 
some municipalities may 
need to complete expen-
sive upgrades to their 
systems.
 According to New 
Bremen village adminis-
trator Brent Richter, the 
EPA had once placed no 
limits on the amount of 
phosphorus and solids 
that could be released in 
the village’s wastewater. 
At one time, ammonia 
limits were 2 kilograms 
per day in the summer 
and 13 kilograms per day 
in the winter.
 The OEPA has since 
changed these require-
ments due to increased 
attention on water qual-
ity related to harmful 
algal blooms in Lake 
Erie and elsewhere. The 
village will be required 
to release no more than 
one kilogram of phos-
phorus per day, no more 
than 1,500 milligrams of 
solids per liter of water 
in a day, 1.3 kilograms of 
ammonia in the summer 
and 2.3 kilograms in the 
winter, Richter said. The 
new limits are lower 
than what the current 
lagoon system can attain, 
he said.
 Every five years, the 
wastewater plant must 
renew its operation per-
mit with the OEPA, and 
to continue operations, 
the village must comply. 
The OEPA originally 
gave New Bremen 36 
months to come into 
compliance, but Rich-
ter said village officials 
continue to negotiate an 
extension.
 What process the vil-
lage will use to meet the 
requirements has yet to 
be determined, though 
the village currently has 
three estimates on pos-
sible solutions from con-
sultants. The estimates 
range from $3.6 million 
to $12 million, Richter 

said.
 By the end of this year 
or spring, Richter said 
he will have more infor-
mation and upgrades 
soon will follow. The vil-
lage would apply for as 
many grants and other 
funding sources for the 
project as possible, he 
said. The village also 
had considered a util-
ity rate increase to help 
raise money for the 
potential work, but the 
decision was put on hold.
 Other municipali-
ties have taken note of 
the new OEPA limits on 
ammonia, phosphorus 
and dissolved solids in 
wastewater.
 Many villages have 
lagoon systems, which 
generally rely on natural 
processes and microor-
ganisms to eat away at 
solids and waste before 
the water is discharged 
into nearby creeks, riv-
ers or canals.
 Severns in Mendon 
and St. Henry Village 
Administrator Stanley 
Sutter were unsure what 
the future held. Both 
said an expansion or 
additional treatment 
would be needed to 
bring their towns’ sys-
tems into compliance.
 The village of Minster 
utilizes an oxidation 
ditch system, in which 
wastewater comes in and 
is processed in a ditch 
which village admin-
istrator Don Harrod 
described as a circular 
race track. Water goes 
into the ditch, oxygen is 
added and waste settles 
to the bottom. The water 
then goes through an 
ultraviolet disinfection 
system which kills bacte-
ria before it is released 
into the Miami-Erie 
Canal.
 Though somewhat 
more advanced than a 
lagoon system, the vil-
lage is still looking into 
ways to reduce dissolved 
solids to meet new OEPA 
standards. One option 


