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the virus that causes 
COVID-19, as well as 
other viruses, bacteria 
and mold. More than 
half of the project was 
funded through a federal 
grant.
 School officials 
said there are no lead 
pipes or asbestos in the 
building.
 The district is also 
faring well on classroom 
space and no major capi-
tal projects are on the 
horizon, Osterfeld said.
 
Fort Recovery Local 
Schools
 The school district 
consists of two main 
facilities, an elementary/
middle school built in 
2000 at 865 Sharpsburg 
Road and a high school 
at 400 E. Butler Street 
with sections that date 
back to 1954, said super-
intendent Larry Brown.
 Brown said he’s 
pleased with the 
facilities.
 “The district, when 
they do things, they do it 
correctly the first time 
and take a lot of pride in 
trying to maintain what 
they do have,” he said. 
“Obviously there are 
little things that we can 
make improvements on, 
but we continue to do 
that as we go (forward).”
 Officials continually 
update and carry out 
a five-year permanent 
improvement plan. 
Brown said $250,000 
from one of the district’s 
four continuing levies is 
moved into a permanent 
improvement fund.
  “The treasurer and 
the maintenance super-
visor and myself work on 
that committee to make 
recommendations to the 
school board,” Brown 
said. 
 Brown said officials 
plan to repair sections of 
roofs on both buildings 
in the near future.
 “Our roofs are not in 
terrible shape, but we 
have a roof project that 
is going to need to be 
done in phases for both 

buildings,” he said.
 A new $15.1-million 
elementary and middle 
school that features a 
unique Main Street-
themed layout debuted 
in 2000. It was the pilot 
project and showcase 
school of the former 
OSFC.
 “It’s well-maintained 
but it is 21 years old,” 
Brown said. “We need a 
chiller (which deals with 
HVAC) in that building 
and that’s going to be 
between $250,000 and 
$350,000 and we’re tar-
geted to do that in 2023.”
 Classroom space 
remains adequate, he 
said, as the district does 
not anticipate any major 
spikes in enrollment. 
Additional room is avail-
able if needed, he added.
 The building does not 
have any lead pipe or 
asbestos issues, Brown 
said.
 A high school renova-
tion project was com-
pleted in 2014. Voters in 
November 2011 approved 
a 2.7-mill levy that 
generated $3.4 million 
for the work. Upgrades 
included a new energy 
efficient heating and 
air conditioning sys-

tem, roof replacement, 
a new electrical sys-
tem, new plumbing and 
fixtures and a fire alarm 
upgrade.
 The 1935 section of 
the building was demol-
ished and built in its 
place was a $900,000 
student activity center, 
funded mainly by the 
athletic boosters and 
dubbed the Jerome and 
Maurice Grieshop Ath-
letic Training Facility.
 Officials are replacing 
compressor units in the 
HVAC system.
 Basic infrastruc-
ture in the building is 
regularly assessed and 
updated as needed, he 
said.
 “Everything that 
we’re aware of has been 
abated,” he said when 
asked about potential 
asbestos or lead pipes in 
the building.
 Classroom space in 
the building remains 
adequate, Brown said.
  
New Bremen Local 
Schools 
 A state-of-the-art 
elementary attached to 
the high school was com-
pleted in 2020. The high 
school was built in 1999. 

The complex is located 
at 901 E. Monroe Street.
 The new school pro-
vides a modern learn-
ing environment for 
about 515 students in 
kindergarten through 
sixth grade, according 
to superintendent Jason 
Schrader. 
  A new multi-use 
space called the Dianne 
Komminsk Center for 
Innovative Learning was 
included in the project. 
It’s a flexible-use space 
for students to experi-
ment and test ideas about 
which they are passionate.
 “The last several 
years we’ve focused 
heavily on upgrading the 
school campus, Schrader 
said.
 “I think we’re sitting 
in a pretty good place 
right now. Looking into 
the future, of course, 
there’ll be things that 
pop up here and there, 
and I think we have 
reserves to be able to 
accommodate those 
unforeseen events if they 
were to come up.”
 Voters in 2017 passed 
the 7.46-mill New Bre-
men schools construc-
tion levy and 1-mill 
permanent improvement 

levy for the building 
project. The 1-mil levy 
brings in roughly $120,00 
annually that is divided 
among the general 
permanent improvement 
fund and K-6 mainte-
nance fund, said district 
treasurer Jill Ahlers.
 Board members in 
2019 set the guaranteed 
maximum price for the 
new elementary project 
at $17.5 million. Of that 
amount, $6.7 million was 
to be funded locally and 
$10.7 by the OFCC.
 The high school facil-
ity was completed in 
1999 and has been well 
maintained, Schrader 
said. 
 Both schools, Schrad-
er said, contain modern 
copper lines and are 
free of asbestos.
 Schrader said the 
building can accom-
modate additional 
enrollment.
  
Minster Local Schools
 The district is made 
up of two buildings, 
an elementary school 
located at 50 E. 7th 
Street that was built in 
2000 and a 7-12 building 
at 100 E. 7th Street that 
underwent a complete 

renovation in 2019.
 “Eleven years ago, we 
consolidated. We closed 
our oldest building (on 
North Hanover Street) 
down in the village and 
consolidated into both of 
these buildings, having 
a K-6 elementary and a 
7-12 high school,” said 
superintendent Brenda 
Boeke.
  Board members had 
decided to close the 
three-story building 
along North Hanover 
Street to save $320,000.
 The former middle 
school at 50 E. 7th Street 
became home to elemen-
tary students in grades 
K-6. Seventh- and eighth-
grade classes, once 
located at the middle 
school, moved to the 
high school building at 
100 E. 7th Street.
 “I think the facilities 
that Minster Schools 
have serve our students 
and our staff well,” 
Boeke said. “I think they 
are in very good shape. I 
think that they will serve 
us well into the future 
for what our needs are.”
 The district pays for 
upkeep and mainte-
nance via a permanent 
improvement levy that 
is up for renewal at 
the November general 
election.
 The levy originally 
was set at 0.8 mills but 
now has an effective 
millage rate of 0.16 
mills due to increased 
property values. Board 
members settled on 
renewing the existing 
levy at an increased 
rate of 1.05 mills. The 
increase would cover the 
district’s needs, gener-
ating $73,451 a year, up 
from the current $37,903, 
according to Boeke. 
 The elementary 
school, a locally funded 
project, was completed 
in 2003, according to 
the website of general 
contractor H.A. Dorsten. 
Boeke said the school is 
in good shape and has 
plenty of space to accom-
modate enrollment.
 Utilities are good and 
there are no lead pipes 
or asbestos in the build-
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This hole created by water is in the ceiling where the old Celina High School 
and the addition to the high school meet.
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A few rooms throughout Celina high School have window air conditioning 
units in this Aug. 12 photo. The high school is not air conditioned.

Dan Melograna/The Daily Standard

Celina City Schools Superintendent Ken Schmiesing looks at stalactites hanging from the ceiling in the basement of the Celina Education Complex in this Aug. 
12 photo.
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This aerial photo taken May 18 shows Celina High School.
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