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ing, Boeke said.
 The junior high/
high school was fully 
revamped in a six-phase, 
renovation project, 
according to the H.A. 
Dorsten website.
 “The high school 
was built in 1965 and 
that’s the one that just 
underwent a complete 
renovation,” Boeke said. 
“We got all new plumb-
ing and HVAC, all new 
electric, all new fire 
protection. We abated all 
asbestos that was (in) the 
’65 building, and then 
we painted and got new 
furniture in quite a few 
of the areas.” 
  The $10.3-million 
project was financed 
with $6.7 million in local 
funding through the dis-
trict’s 1-mill income tax 
and $3.6 million in OFCC 
funding.  

Celina City Schools
 Celina City Schools 
officials are preparing 
for a building project to 
address ongoing school 
building infrastructure 
needs. It will take at 
least a year of prepara-
tion and design work 
before construction 
starts, said superinten-
dent Ken Schmiesing.
 District voters at the 
Aug. 3 special election 
approved a roughly 
$75.9-million bond issue 
and a 0.5-mill levy. The 
district plans to build 
a middle/high school 
and renovate the inter-
mediate school with an 
addition that will house 
preschool-sixth grades.
 The project would 
include moving the bus 
garage to the old Tri Star 
automotive classroom 
space at Celina High 
School. Next, a pre-
school through fourth-
grade addition would be 
built onto the interme-
diate school, allowing 
the building to house 
preschool through sixth 
grades. The primary 
and elementary school 
buildings (East and West 
schools) would then be 
demolished.
 A grade 7-12 build-
ing would be built on 
the site of the existing 
East school. The middle 
school and older parts of 

the existing high school 
would be demolished. 
The 1998 high school 
addition would be reno-
vated to house the Mer-
cer County Head Start 
program and district 
central offices.
 The education com-
plex, including the 
auditorium, would then 
be demolished. The 
fieldhouse would contin-
ue to stand and a large 
locker room would be 
added to the north side 
to serve football and 
basketball teams. The 
new 7-12 building would 
include an auditorium 
and a competition-size 
gym. All buildings would 
be handicap-accessible 
and air-conditioned 
and would have storm 
shelters.
 Primary locally-
funded initiatives not 
co-funded by the state 
include converting the 
1998 high school sci-
ence and media center 
addition to Head Start 
classrooms, a board 
office and central offices, 
$1.2 million; convert-
ing the 1984 high school 
Tri Star addition to a 
bus garage and storage, 
$210,000; repurposing 
the intermediate school 
office space to cafeteria 
space, $200,000; add-
ing an auditorium that 
holds up to 600 people 
at the 7-12 building, $3.5 
million; converting the 
existing bus garage to 
parent/staff parking, 
$500,000; creating a bus 
pick-up/drop-off area on 
the east side of the PK-6 
building, $500,000; add-
ing a handicap-acces-
sible playground at the 
PK-6 building, $100,000; 
adding square footage at 
the PK-6 building, $4.7 
million; and additional 
square footage at the 7-12 
building, $2.1 million.
 There is also a sec-
ondary list of locally 
funded initiatives that 
would be undertaken 
“provided that the real-
ized construction costs 
are either lower than or 
are as estimated, and the 
future interest, which is 
collected, is substantial,” 
Schmiesing said.
 The master plan was 
created with community 

input, Schmiesing said. 
In 2018, the district gar-
nered 1,400 responses to 
a community survey and 
five community meetings 
were held, he said.
 The total project 
millage rate starts at 8.2 
mills. Of that amount, 
7.7 mills would be for 
building project costs 
with a total bond life of 
up to 37 years and a 0.5-
mill maintenance levy, 
which could last up to 
23 years. OFCC requires 
the maintenance levy to 
ensure enough income 
to operate and maintain 
the buildings after they 
are built.
 Garmann/Miller 
and state officials have 
estimated the cost of the 
overall project at $126.8 
million. The state would 
pick up 49% ($50.9 mil-
lion) of the expense, and 
school district taxpayers 
would cover $75.9 mil-
lion. The $75.9 million 
figure includes $22.8 
million in locally funded 
initiatives that are not 
co-funded by OFCC.
 
Coldwater Exempted 
Village Schools
  Coldwater Exempt-
ed Village Schools’ 
$30.1-million renovation 
and construction project 
was largely finished in 
September 2006.
 “We basically have 
three buildings — an ele-
mentary, a middle school 
and a high school and 
then we obviously have 
common areas,” super-
intendent Jason Wood 
said. “But the different 
sections and additions 
of the building go as far 
back to the 1938-1939 
school year.”
 In November 2002, 
voters kicked off the 
project by agreeing to 
pay for $9.5 million of 
the work. The remaining 
$20.6 million was paid 
for by the OSFC.
 All existing spaces 
were renovated and an 
addition was constructed 
that consolidates the 
buildings into one K-12 
complex.
 The renovation proj-
ect included a building 
maintenance bond that 
generates about $55,000 
annually. The fund once 

held about $1 million 
according to treasurer 
Jenn McCoy. But after 
years of maintenance 
projects and demands, 
the fund has whittled 
away to nearly nothing.
 “That bond issue 
goes away in 2024 and 
that roughly generates 
about $55,000 a year for 
maintenance costs and 
that goes away. We can’t 
rerun that. That’s run 
its course,” Wood said. 
“In the 2017-18 school 
year, we spent $169,330 
on maintenance costs; 
in the 2018-19 school 
year, we spent $312,271; 
in 2019-20 school year, 
we spent $550,732; and 
in 2020-21, we spent 
$424,503.”
 Coldwater school 
district officials now 
want to upgrade parts 
of its school buildings’ 
infrastructure and are 
asking district taxpayers 
for help.
 District officials are 
trying for the second 
time to pass a 2.5-mill 
levy to fund sizable 
maintenance projects, 
including long-discussed 
roof repairs estimated 
at $2.2 million, updates 
to the village’s HVAC 
system estimated at $1.3 
million and other miscel-
laneous projects such as 
brick waterproofing and 
gym floor repairs.
 Securing a “perma-
nent” 2.5-mill levy would 
allow school officials “to 
borrow against the levy 
to finish the roof project 
all at once while prices 
are locked in,” Woods 
said.
 Additionally, complet-
ing the project in one 
shot would allow for a 
more efficient and all-
encompassing warranty 
on the entire roof rather 
than having different 
sections with different 
warranties, he said.

Marion Local Schools
 Marion Local Schools, 
located at 7956 State 
Route 119, Maria Stein, 
have undergone numer-
ous changes over the 
years. School officials 
in recent years have 
focused their atten-
tion on specific areas 
of improvement as time 

and money allows, said 
superintendent Mike 
Pohlman.
 “We recently complet-
ed a building assessment 
with Garmann/Miller 
Architects which helped 
us determine areas of 
concern in regards to 
maintenance. We pri-
oritized those areas and 
we are addressing those 
over time to fit within 
the scope of our budget,” 
he said.
 The high school was 
built in 1958, followed by 
the elementary school 
in 1964, Pohlman said. 
In 1978, a section was 
added to the elemen-
tary school, making it a 
joint elementary/middle 
school.
 A high school gymna-
sium and media center 
with administrative 
offices was completed in 
1988.
 In 1997, officials add-
ed to the industrial arts 
shop and built locker 
rooms/training room at 
the high school, Pohlman 
said. Also that year, an 
art room, science rooms 
and locker rooms were 
added at the elementary.
 Partnering with the 
OSFC in 2002, the dis-
trict initiated a complete 
renovation of the entire 
high school and added 
commons, a kitchen and 
science and art rooms. 
The entire elemen-
tary building  also was 
renovated, a project 
that added a band room, 
central office, kinder-
garten classrooms and 
pump house, according 
to Pohlman.
 “As part of the 2002 
state-funded renovation 
project, a small mill-
age was assessed for 
maintaining our facili-
ties which has been very 
helpful,” Pohlman said. 
“Over the years we have 
maintained our facili-
ties by addressing areas 
that need fixing such as 
plumbing, parking lot, 
HVAC, roof, entry doors, 
etc.”
 School buildings are 
asbestos-free and com-
pletely air-conditioned, 
he said.
 In October 2020, 
school board members 
approved a contract with 

Garmann/Miller Archi-
tects-Engineer to add 
four new classrooms to 
the southwest corner of 
the elementary school to 
accommodate increased 
enrollment.
 The $1.67-million proj-
ect is being paid for with 
funds the district has 
accumulated in recent 
years.
 Pohlman at Septem-
ber’s board meeting said 
the addition is expected 
to be ready for occu-
pancy during Christmas 
break.
 Pohlman said Mer-
cer county officials on 
behalf of the school 
district have applied 
for a $650,000 grant to 
allow the school to tie 
into the Chickasaw vil-
lage water system. He 
said the school’s share 
of the project would be 
$100,000. The county is 
acting on behalf of the 
district because the 
schools are located in an 
unincorporated area.
 Funding for the grant 
would be from the Ohio 
Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure Grant 
Program, which will 
award $250 million 
in grants with money 
received from the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act.
 “We have gathered 
information on our 
water treatment testing 
of water samples, our 
maintenance staff hours 
and our contracting 
service with a certified 
water operator,” Pohl-
man said last month. 
“It makes sense, both 
financially and for water 
quality, for us to pursue 
this grant opportunity. 
I think it would be a 
good boost for the school 
district.”

St. Henry Consolidated 
Local Schools
 The school district 
consists of an elemen-
tary school, a middle/
high school building, an 
agriculture shop and a 
community center.
 The elementary build-
ing was constructed in 
1960 with additional 
work completed in 1995 
and 2002, said superin-

An Aug. 13, 2021, aerial photo shows Coldwater Exempted Village Schools 
buildings.
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The boilers in the basement at Celina Primary School.
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A July 29, 2021, aerial photo shows the Parkway Local Schools complex in Rockford.
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