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Sunday’s weather  — Partly sunny High of 62, low of 35. See Page 2A.
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Today’s question is:

Do you support any local 
food banks?

Friday’s question:
Have you ever 

participated in National 
Drug Take Back Day?

Yes

No

16%

84%

Log onto
heraldstaronline.com

before 9 p.m. today
to cast your vote.
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THE SUNDAY

COVID-19
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

According to the federal Centers for Disease    
Control and Prevention, the reported illnesses 

have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness 
and death for confirmed COVID-19 coronavirus 

cases. The following symptoms may appear two 
to 14 days after exposure:

ł Fever

ł Cough

ł Shortness of breath

If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 
and develop a fever and symptoms, call your 

health care provider for medical advice.

CONFIRMED CASES
ł Jefferson County: 

5,400 (150 deaths)

ł Harrison County: 

1,076 (24 deaths)

ł Hancock County:

2,055 (98 deaths)

ł Brooke County:

1,467 (62 deaths)

ł Ohio: 893,659

(19,122 deaths)

ł West Virginia: 150,693

(2,813 deaths)

Bridge expected to 
bring growth to area
By WARREN SCOTT  
Staff writer  

WELLSBURG — As crews prepare 
to put in place the 830-foot-long main 
span of a 1,800-foot link between Bril-
liant and an area about a mile south of 
Wellsburg, local leaders and others are 
reflecting on the future bridge’s impact 
on their communities.  

“We’re really excited to see what the 
future holds and hopefully it will bring 
some more businesses into Brilliant,” 
said Allison Yanssens, one of three 
trustees who oversee Wells Township, 

whose 27.1 square miles in southern 
Jefferson County include the unincor-
porated community.  

Plans call for the bridge to extend 
from West Virginia Route 2 to the inter-
section of Third and Cleaver streets in 
Brilliant, from which vehicles may ac-
cess Ohio Route 7.  

Yanssens said though no plans have 
been officially announced, some prop-
erties have been purchased by parties 
who expect the new bridge to bring 
more people to the area.  

Warren Scott  

PREPARING FOR THE MOVE — On Friday morning crews were preparing the 
830-foot-long main span of the new Ohio River bridge for its trip down the Ohio 
River to its future site. Officials with the West Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion and the Flatiron Corp., the contractor for the $131 million project, have made 
tentative plans to transport the span on four barges Monday morning and lift it 
onto its piers, using hydraulic jacks, early Tuesday.

CCHS teacher 
accused of 
sexual battery
By LINDA HARRIS
Staff writer

STEUBENVILLE — A Steuben-
ville Catholic Central teacher is on 
administrative leave after alleged-
ly having sex with 
a 15-year-old stu-
dent, authorities 
reported Friday.

Corrissa McCal-
ister, 21, who also 
serves as Central’s 
head cross country 
coach and assistant 
track coach, was 
charged Friday 
with two counts of 
sexual battery in 
Harrison County, 
where the alleged sexual contact oc-
curred, Prosecutor Lauren Knight 
confirmed.

McCalister, arraigned by Har-
rison County Court Judge Mark 
Beetham in Cadiz, was released 
from jail after posting a $100,000 
bond, Sheriff Joe Myers said.

Myers said McAlister was driv-
ing the juvenile home from a track 
meet at Edison Local High School 
March 30 when she stopped at the 
Harrison County fairgrounds in Ca-
diz and had sex with the child.

Myers said no other victims have 
come forward.

According to the Diocese of 
Steubenville, the mother of the al-
leged victim, a student at Catholic 
Central, notified the school of the 
allegations Wednesday, prompting 
Principal Thomas Costello to con-
tact Diocese Superintendent Dea-
con Paul D. Word, notify civil au-
thorities of the allegations and put 
McCalister on leave.

Faculty at both the high school 
and junior high also were noti-
fied of the allegations during an 
after-school meeting Friday, and 
parents of all high school and ju-
nior high students were briefed by 

McCalister

Jefferson County Airpark gets tenant for former township building 
By ANDREW GRIMM 
Staff writer 

WINTERSVILLE — 
The Jefferson County 
Airport Authority Mon-
day approved a tenant for 
the vacant building that 
was formerly the Cross 
Creek Township Build-
ing. 

Following an executive 
session that lasted ap-

proximately 20 minutes, 
a lease contract with Bio-
Serv Corp, doing business 
as Rose Pest Solutions, 
was approved by the 
board with all members 
present voting in favor. 

The lease takes effect 
May 1 and lasts five years 
through April 30, 2026. 

The initial monthly 
rate, minutes from the 

meeting provided by the 
airport authority said, is 
$1,000. 

The airport authority, 
the minutes said, will im-
mediately start the pro-
cess to submit a request 
to the FAA for release of 
land for non-aeronautical 
use. 

The building, locat-
ed at 251 Airport Road, 

had previously been dis-
cussed by the board as a 
potential home for Win-
tersville county court and 
Judge Michael C. Bednar. 
That court presently is lo-
cated at 30 Talbott Drive. 

During its March meet-
ing, the board approved 
board president Brandon 
Reese to submit a letter 
to the Jefferson County 

Commissioners about the 
potential court move, to 
make that board aware 
of the airport authority’s 
openness to housing the 
court while noting the au-
thority had other options 
for the building. 

That letter said the 
court would be “a suitable 
addition to the county 

government complex” in 
addition to the Jefferson 
County 9-1-1 office and 
animal shelter. The ren-
ovations needed to ac-
commodate the court and 
make it “similar to Toron-
to county court” would 
have cost an estimated 
$200,000, the letter said, 

Michael D. McElwain 

SET TO RETURN — The Summer Concert Series is set to return starting on May 31, organizers announced. Last year’s effort 
involved four concerts including The Fossils, which entertained a crowd of several hundred people on July 2. 

Concert series to return 
By LINDA HARRIS 
Staff writer 

  STEUBENVILLE — The Summer 
Concert Series is back. 

Beginning May 31 and continuing 
each Thursday through July, Historic 
Fort Steuben will serve as the back-
drop to concerts under the stars at 
the Berkman Amphitheater — kick-
ing off with a pair of oldies bands and 
fan favorites, The Stereos and The 
Vogues. 

Director Paul Zuros figures the 
2021 Summer Concert Series looks to 
be memorable. 

“We are excited … absolutely 
thrilled to pieces to be able to do this 
again,” Zuros said. “I think everybody 
is so anxious to get out and do more 
things, to enjoy beautiful weather and 
listen to some great bands. This sea-
son, in particular, will be especially 
exciting because everybody’s been 
cooped up for so long. We have an 
opportunity to have our Summer Con-
cert Series again, we’re forging ahead 
with a full schedule of concerts.” 

Zuros said the concert series, now 
in its 15th year, has drawn some pret-
ty exciting acts over the years, “and 
in 2021 we hope our visitors are just 

as excited about the line up as we 
are.” 

“Last March, we did have a lot of 
events that were canceled. We only 
had four concerts,” he said. “But (we 
were able to host) Nutcracker Vil-
lage, that was really very successful. 
Though we had a reduced number of 
people, we felt we could have these 
events safely. We always encourage 
mask-wearing, especially on fort 
property, and anytime people come 
inside our building. 

Nutcracker Village drew just un-
der 10,000 visitors during the 2020 
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She conceded the project 
has meant significant changes 
for some residents.  

One homeowner has been 
paid to move through eminent 
domain, and some neighbors 
have chosen to relocate, she 
noted.  

She said in addition to expe-
riencing a larger flow of traf-
fic at the intersection, some 
residents will lose their on-
street parking.    

But Yanssens said there also 
are a fair number of residents 
who look to the bridge as an av-
enue for daily work commutes 
not delayed by construction 
projects along nearby Ohio 
Route 7.  

Such construction often has 
been spurred by rock slides 
from the adjacent hillside at 
both ends of the township.  

Rock slides also aren’t un-
common along the section 
of Route 2 that runs through 
southern Brooke County.  

Supporters of the new 
bridge have noted traffic may 
be diverted onto it on such oc-
casions.  

It’s a notion not lost on Wells 
Township residents, said Yans-
sens.  

“Absolutely, there’s a sense 
of security in having another 
transportation route,” she said.  

Becky Uhlly, mayor of near-
by Beech Bottom, said of the 
bridge, “I just think it’s going 
to bring a lot of interest into 
this area.”  

Uhlly noted there’s al-
ready a steady flow of traffic 
through the village on Route 2 
and she hopes it will spur the 
establishment of a gas station 
and grocery store for residents 
and passersby and attract new 
businesses to the Beech Bot-
tom Industrial Park and about 
95 acres of developable land 
north of it.  

Marvin Six, executive di-
rector of the Business Devel-
opment Corp. of the Northern 
Panhandle — which co-owns 
the industrial park — said the 
future span has boosted ef-
forts to attract new businesses 
to the area.  

“Whenever we talk to pros-
pects, they always ask when 

the bridge will be done,” Six 
said, adding, “They like the 
proximity of a four-lane high-
way and see it (the new bridge) 
as a big plus.”  

Six added that access to the 
span will ease the transport of 
materials to businesses at the 
industrial park, opening oppor-
tunities for expansion, while 
creating a larger pool of poten-
tial employees needed by new 
businesses.  

Luke Diserio, president of 
American Muscle Docks and 
Fabrication of Wellsburg, 
agreed, saying, “My biggest 
hope is it allows more potential 

employees to have better ac-
cess to our business.”  

Diserio said the business, 
located on state Route 27, al-
ready has benefited from the 
bridge, having supplied sev-
eral hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in materials for its con-
struction.  

Brooke County Commission-
er Tim Ennis noted the idea of 
a bridge between Wellsburg 
and Brilliant dates back many 
years.  

He recalls, as a fourth-grad-
er in 1968, being assigned to 
write a letter petitioning the 
late U.S. Sen. Robert C. Byrd 

for such a span.  
He noted that more than 40 

years later, Byrd and former 
U.S. Senator Jay Rockefeller 
secured $18 million for plan-
ning and initial construction 
for the bridge.  

Asked about his reasoning 
for the span, as a youth, Ennis 
said, “My thinking then was of 
its pure convenience. 

But being an elected official 
years later, I can see numerous 
opportunities economically.”  

Ennis said in addition to at-
tracting new businesses to the 
Wellsburg and Beech Bottom 
areas, the bridge may spur new 
interest in the Wheeling-Ohio 
County Airport not far south of 
it and future widening of near-
by Route 2.  

“I think with the bridge be-
ing there, it enhances the op-
portunity for Route 2 expan-
sion,” he said, adding that until 
then, the span will improve 
the flow of traffic through 
the busy two-lane highway. 
“I think you’re going to see a 
huge snowball effect,” said En-
nis. 

FROM THE FRONT PAGE - HSSUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021 3A

Steel firm supports 
local food pantry  
By WARREN SCOTT  
Staff writer  

FOLLANSBEE — The Follansbee 
R.E.A.C.H. Program, a local food pantry, 
has received a major boost from the em-
ployees of Mountain State Carbon and its 
new owner.  

Staff from the local steel mill recently 
delivered about 1,800 pounds of non-per-
ishable food and a $150 gift card, to pur-
chase meat and other perishable food, 
as well as news that its parent company, 
Cleveland-Cliffs, is donating $5,000 to the 
charity.  

The contribution is part of more than 
$1 million donated to 44 food banks in 10 
states and Ontario, Canada, through the 
Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation, the compa-
ny’s philanthropic organization.  

“We sadly recognize that throughout 
the U.S. and Canada, millions of house-
holds are experiencing food insecurity 
amid the economic impact of the coro-
navirus pandemic,” said Lourenco Gon-
calves, president and chief executive 
officer of Cleveland-Cliffs. As a direct 
consequence, local food banks are being 
challenged to respond to the needs of a 
growing number of their fellow citizens.  

“As a leader in the North American 
steel industry and a prominent employ-
er in many of the communities where we 
operate, we believe that Cleveland-Cliffs 
has a role to play in supporting these food 
banks,” he added. 

“We are helping our neighbors facing 
hunger, and we encourage other employ-
ees to step up and tackle the issue of hun-
ger by also supporting local food banks.” 
Cleveland-Cliffs acquired the Mountain 
State Carbon plant and other facilities 

operated by AK Steel, as well as Arcelor-
Mittal USA, last year. Founded in 1847 as 
a mine operator, it is the largest producer 
of flat-rolled steel and iron ore pellets in 
North America.  

Ed Wilkerson, president of the Fol-
lansbee R.E.A.C.H. Program’s board of 
directors, expressed thanks for Clif-
ford-Cliffs’ contribution and the dona-
tions of food and money by Mountain 
State Carbon employees and companies 
that provide services to the steel mill.  

In addition to management and staff 
at the steel mill, the food was donated by 
vendors Go Green American, Grae-Con 
Construction, Murphy Consolidated Inc. 
and North American Century Erectors.  

Bonnie James, the food pantry’s volun-
teer coordinator, said in addition to 25 to 
30 local households normally aided by the 
program, food has been provided to about 
15 others that have been impacted by the 
pandemic.  

She said the donations and emergency 
relief funds provided through the Feder-
al Emergency Management Agency are 
helping the food pantry to meet the addi-
tional need.  

The charity has been affected by the 
pandemic in another way.  

While working out of the former St. 
Anthony School with the permission of 
the Wheeling-Charleston Catholic Dio-
cese, James and her staff have limited 
public contact to curbside pickups out-
side the building to prevent spread of 
COVID-19.  

James stressed the Follansbee 
R.E.A.C.H. Program remains available 
to help local residents in need and can 
be reached at (304) 527-3663 for informa-
tion.  

Airpark
Continued from Page 1A

noting there were options for 
the county and airpark to work 
together on the cost of renovat-
ing the building to accommo-
date the court. 

Commissioner Tony Morel-
li was present at that meeting 

and informed the board the 
county was looking at other op-
tions for the courts due to the 
challenges of the budget. 

Upon receipt of the corre-
spondence at the commission-
ers March 4 meeting, Commis-

sioner Dave Maple and Morelli 
detailed other options the coun-
ty could look into to reduce op-
erating expenses of the courts, 
which were noted continue to 
rise, such as the potential con-
solidation of at least two of the 

three county courts, and said 
it was too early in the process 
to give approval or direction to 
airpark on the matter. 

The move for correspon-
dence followed the airport 
authority, at its February 

meeting, forming a commit-
tee consisting of Reese, board 
member Geno Morelli and for-
mer county Commissioner Tom 
Gentile to explore the feasibili-
ty of the potential renovations 
to accommodate the court.

Teacher
Continued from Page 1A

e-mail.
“I am deeply saddened by news 

of the allegations, and I offer my 
prayers for healing for the victim 
and the victim’s family as well as the 
Catholic Central school communi-
ty,” Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. 
Monforton said, adding a Diocesan 

Response Team will be reaching out 
to the alleged victim’s family and the 
school community to provide sup-
port.

Based on the information that has 
been provided, the diocese says none 
of the allegations occurred on school 
grounds.

Concert
Continued from Page 1A

holiday season — about one-third of 
what it normally attracts, but a strong 
response given the pandemic and state 
of the local economy. Zuros said visi-
tation numbers “are slowly increasing 
as we continue to navigate through the 
Covid-19 pandemic.” 

“We have such a great location 
down at the fort. Everybody can be 
outside and spread out,” Zuros said, “so 
I feel very confident we can have these 
events safely.” 

He said they’re asking concert-go-
ers to “follow health and safety proto-
cols like mask wearing and social dis-
tancing when they come down to the 
events.” 

Those attending should bring blan-
kets or lawn chairs and spread out. 

Zuros said they try to put together 
a concert schedule with broad appeal, 
working with Rick and Deb Witkowski 
of Studio L and Earl Tuttle of Ohio Val-
ley Audio to select acts. 

“We try very hard to (offer) a vari-
ety of (musical genres),” he said. “We 
really feel the concerts are a gift to 
the community: The concerts are free. 
We do pass the bucket because it takes 
about $25,000 to make the concert sea-
son successful, but we don’t really look 
at it as a financial thing.” 

He said they know they’ve struck 
the right note, saying, “If we have peo-
ple who really enjoy them, if we can 
see the joy on peoples’ faces and know 
they enjoy coming out and having a 
good time at the fort. It makes it all 
worth it.” 

“We are so grateful for our sponsors 
who have helped make the 2021 Season 
possible and the many audience mem-
bers who faithfully donate each week 
when the bucket is passed,” he said. 
“These concerts cost almost $25,000 to 

put on and it is through the generous 
donations of community members who 
help us keep the concerts a gift to the 
community.” 

The Kessler Family continues as the 
major sponsor. 

Old Fort Steuben Project President 
Jerry Barilla said the concerts are a 
wonderful event, “but we always have 
a watchful eye on the weather.” 

“If there is a chance of rain in the 
forecast, we hope that it passes for 
show time otherwise we sometimes 
will postpone a show for another date,” 
Barilla said, adding that volunteers 
work hard to make sure the park looks 
its best for the concerts. 

“We just couldn’t do it without our 
dedicated volunteers,” he said. 

Zuros said he looks forward to see-
ing area residents filling the park 
again. 

“I think music has the power to con-
nect folks and bring the community to-
gether,” he said, pointing out that, “for 
the past 15 years, we have done just 
that.” 

The 2021 concert schedule is: 
∫ May 31: The Stereos; The Vogues 
∫ June 3: East Street; The FANTA-

SY’S 
∫ June 10: Vince Villanova Big Band 
∫ June 17: Blue Lunch 
∫ June 24: Beatlemania Magic: Ex-

perience the Beatles 
∫ July 1: The Fossils; Ron Retzer 

Trio 
∫ July 4: Roz & Lynn; Spinning Jen-

ny 
∫ July 8: Silver Springs: Fleetwood 

Mac Experience; Eli & the Mojo Kings 
∫ July 15: Faire May; The Joseph 

Sisters 
∫ July 22: House of Soul 
∫ July 29: The Marcels

FYI:
ö Plans call for state Route 2 to be reduced to one lane 

between Wellsburg and Beech Bottom Monday while 
crews transport the main span of the new Ohio River 
bridge down river by barge.                                                  

 ö The Flatiron Corp., contractor for the project, and 
the West Virginia Department of Transportation has 
announced livestream coverage of the move can be 
viewed at: https://bit.ly/3aSs3gj  

Bridge
Continued from Page 1A

BRIEFS

Local reappointment announced 
COLUMBUS — Ohio Governor Mike DeWine has made the follow-

ing appointments: 
∫ Michael Paul Taylor of Steubenville (Jefferson Co.) has been re-

appointed to the Bureau of Workers’ Compensation Board of Directors 
for a term beginning June 12, 2021, and ending June 11, 2024. 

Road improvement projects set  
NEW PHILADELPHIA — The following construction projects are 

anticipated to affect highways in Jefferson County. All outlined work 
is weather permitting.  

∫State Route 7 resurfacing project: Project inclu des the resurfac-
ing of state Route 7 from Stratton to Wellsville. During this work, one 
lane of traffic will be maintained in each direction with a 15-foot width 
restriction. Completion date is June 30.  

∫ State Route 7 restricted near Mingo Junction: State Route 7 is 
restricted to one lane of traffic in each direction due to a landslide. Fu-
ture work will take place to repair the hillside. More information will 
be shared as it becomes available.  

∫ State Route 43 upcoming work: State Route 43 will experience 
traffic delays from East Springfield to Amsterdam for culvert replace-
ments. During this work, traffic will be maintained via flaggers. ODOT 
will be performing this work 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
The completion date is Friday.  

∫ State Route 164 closed south of Bergholz: State Route 164 is closed 
just south of Bergholz for a bridge replacement. Detour: State Route 
524 north to state Route 39, state Route 39 west to state Route 43, state 
Route 43 south back to state Route 164, and reverse. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — When police 
respond to a person gripped by a mental 
health or drug crisis, the encounter can 
have tragic results. Now a government 
insurance program will help communi-
ties set up an alternative: mobile teams 
with mental health practitioners trained 
in de-escalating such potentially volatile 
situations.

The effort to reinvent policing after the 
death of George Floyd in police custody 
is getting an assist through Medicaid, the 
federal-state health insurance program 
for low-income people and the largest 
payer for mental health treatment. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s recent coronavirus relief 
bill calls for an estimated $1 billion over 
10 years for states that set up mobile cri-
sis teams, currently locally operated in a 
handful of places.

Many 911 calls are due to a person ex-
periencing a mental health or substance 
abuse crisis. Sometimes, like with Dan-
iel Prude in Rochester, New York, the 
consequences are shocking. The 41-year-
old Black man died after police placed a 
spit hood over his head and held him to 
the pavement for about two minutes on a 
cold night in 2020 until he stopped breath-
ing. He had run naked from his brother’s 
house after being released from a hospital 
following a mental health arrest. A grand 
jury voted down charges against the offi-
cers.

Dispatching teams of paramedics and 
behavioral health practitioners would 
take mental health crisis calls out of the 
hands of uniformed and armed officers, 
whose mere arrival may ratchet up ten-
sions. In Eugene, Oregon, such a strategy 
has been in place more than 30 years, with 

solid backing from police.
The concept “fits nicely with what we 

are trying to do around police reform,” 
Eugene Police Chief Chris Skinner said. 
The logic works “like a simple math prob-
lem,” he adds.

“If I can rely on a mechanism that 
matches the right response to the need, it 
means I don’t have to put my officers in 
these circumstances,” Skinner explained. 
“By sending the right resources I can 
make the assumption that there are going 
to be fewer times when officers are in sit-
uations that can turn violent. It actually 
de-conflicts, reducing the need for use of 
force.”

Eugene is a medium-size city about 100 
miles (160 kilometers) south of Portland, 
known for its educational institutions. 
The program there is called Crisis As-
sistance Helping Out On The Streets, or 
CAHOOTS, and is run by the White Bird 
Clinic. CAHOOTS is part of the local 911 
emergency response system but oper-
ates independently of the police, although 
there’s coordination. Crisis teams are not 
sent on calls involving violent situations.

“We don’t look like law enforcement,” 
White Bird veteran Tim Black said. “We 
drive a big white cargo van. Our respond-
ers wear a T-shirt or a hoodie with a logo. 
We don’t have handcuffs or pepper spray, 
and the way we start to interact sends a 
message that we are not the police and 
this is going to be a far safer and volun-
tary interaction.”

CAHOOTS teams handled 24,000 calls 
in the local area in 2019, and Black said 
the vast majority would have otherwise 
fallen to police. Many involve homeless 
people. 

Feds fund mental health crisis teams


