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McCann was not identifi�ed by offi�cers as a victim at
the scene or in a police report.

McCann initially reported he and his uncle were as-
saulted on Delware Avenue, the main location for bars
and restaurants in Put-in-Bay, according to a report.

Dress said in her letter to Kimble that he should re-
view protocols in place by the department as it per-
tains to victim identifi�cation.

In McCann’s complaint, he said he called police to
report an incident at the Round House Bar patio area
when he was assaulted prior to police arriving.

“The man who assaulted me began to run away
from the police and they tackled him on the street,”
McCann wrote in his complaint. “I then walked on the
sidewalk of Delaware Avenue to see if the police had
gotten the man that assaulted me to talk to the police
about the incident.”

Body camera video shows a man being placed in
handcuff�s but he was not identifi�ed as the person who
assaulted McCann. Put-in-Bay offi�cials told the News
Herald this week that court records regarding the case
were sealed at the request of the defendant.

It was then that McCann described a large, bald
man who walked up to him and started “yelling at me
to back up.”

McCann said he did not know who the person was,
the complaint said.

In the complaint, McCann said he put his hands in
the air and began slowly walking backward while Kim-
ble was yelling at him. McCann then said he had
backed up and was being pushed by Kimble.

“I ended up falling into a clothes rack that was on
the sidewalk,” McCann wrote. “I stayed on the ground
for several seconds because I did not know who this
man was and I was also waiting for one of the on-duty
police offi�cers to help.”

Later, McCann said he found out who the man was
and identifi�ed him as Kimble.

“He did not have a visible badge, and I could not
hear him well over the noise of the arrest going on,”
McCann said. 

Whether Kimble identifi�ed himself or not, McCann
said the physical contact the acting chief made with
him was “completely unnecessary.” 

During a March council meeting, Dress asked coun-
cil members to vote on naming Kimble full-time police
but said that vote did not happen as council tabled the
vote, asking for a third-party background check on
Kimble, the second background check performed on
the acting chief.

Dress said council has scrutinized how hiring prac-
tices were executed in the past and said council want-
ed to “put their money where their mouth is” and be

more dedicated to hiring the best candidates for jobs
from the top down.

Though Kimble falls just short of a year’s service,
Dress believes he has brought structure to a job that
has not seen much in recent memory.

Kimble took over for Steve Riddle, who was placed
on paid administrative leave last June following the
June 6 arrest of the six Black men from Sandusky.
The former chief ’s saga come to an end after he and
the village worked out an agreement that he would
retire at the end of the calendar year in 2020 and be
paid $36,000 for an additional six months into 2021.

Coming in to the department in the summer, its
busiest season, Dress said Kimble spent much of his
time putting out a lot of “fi�res” as he was thrust into a
position as a Black man taking over a department
that just had incidents involving Black men and
women who claimed they were mistreated because
of the color of their skin.

“By the end of the summer he had started to kind
of re-establish the culture within the police depart-
ment to be one of respect and diligence,” Dress said.
“I think he’s done an excellent job. It’s a job unlike
anything else.”

The department has come under scrutiny several
times over the years as it has seen issues with exces-
sive force, mistreatment of island staff� and chaos
within the department.

If Kimble is named the next full-time police chief,
he would be the fourth top cop in Put-in-Bay since Ric
Lampela was fi�red in August 2015.

Lampela was terminated from his position by
council after he was alleged to have waved a gun
around in a threatening manner when questioning an
offi�cer about the Second Amendment, not keeping
police department’s holding cell properly inspected
per state regulations from 2011 through 2014, allow-
ing 13 offi�cial police badges to go missing and not
turning in both of his badges when asked to do so by
the mayor.

Former offi�cer Steve Korossy was charged in 2015
with 14 felony counts, including misuse of the Ohio
Law Enforcement Gateway between 2013 and 2015
and making false statements to investigators.

Korossy’s conviction was ultimately overturned in
2017 by Ohio’s Sixth District Court of Appeals in Tole-
do.

Kimble said past issues at Put-in-Bay are well
known by everyone, including himself. But that is not
keeping him from wanting to instill a better culture
moving forward.

A veteran offi�cer, Kimble as worked as a sergeant
of Wood County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce, been an instructor
for the Ohio Peace Offi�cer Training Academy, worked
as a task force offi�cer for the U.S. Marshals and has
worked as court security offi�cer, bringing a wide
range of experience over the past 30-plus years.

“What we’re trying to do is regain that trust with
the people so that when they come to the island they
feel safe,” Kimble said. “This has been a rebuilding
process for the police department but I’ve enjoyed
the challenge.”

Kimble said training is scheduled for Put-in-Bay
offi�cers as they prepare for a busy summer.

Dress said new staff� will be paired with veteran of-
fi�cers as they learn the ropes of being a police offi�cer
in a small island village that typically draws 750,000
visitors between Memorial Day and Labor Day.

Dress said the encounter between Kimble and
McCann was an “unfortunate” incident but it was not
a clear-cut issue in which snap decision could be
made.

“It just wasn’t a simple situation,” Dress said.
There is no current timeline regarding Dobson’s

investigation into the incident.
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vestigation remains ongoing.
Kimble, a former deputy with the Wood County

Sheriff�’s Offi�ce, took over as acting police chief in July
after former chief Steve Riddle was placed on paid
leave following an incident last June when six Black
men from Sandusky were arrested following a traffi�c
stop.

That incident came under scrutiny after police used
stun guns on some of the men after it was believed
members of the group had drugs.

The six men were arrested and spent two days in
the Ottawa County Jail before all charges were
dropped and the men were released following a protest
outside the jail alleging racial injustice.

A lawsuit fi�led by all six men is pending in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Cleveland.

In a separate lawsuit, a Detroit woman is alleging
that she was taken down to the ground by former po-
lice sergeant Michael Russo during an incident last
May.

McCann’s complaint comes after the village was at-
tempting to improve its image in the community fol-
lowing the two incidents and alleged racism and ex-
cessive use of force.

The Put-in-Bay Police Department has a history of
recent issues alleging misconduct.

Dress said she appointed Kimble as chief at the be-
hest of many veterans in law enforcement who hold
Kimble in high regard.

And Dress said she has tasked Kimble with bringing
higher standards of ethics that she believes is needed
in the police department.

“When you police actively there are going to be
things that happen from time to time, whether it’s a
fender bender because you’re driving so often or, you
know, nobody’s perfect ... but in my opinion for that to
be the only thing, I think speaks volumes about James
Kimble’s ability to be a police offi�cer,” Dress said.

McCann was seen in body camera video provided to
the News Herald through a public records request be-
ing asked to stay back as a man was being placed in
handcuff�s for being “unruly,” according to a statement
made by Dress.

McCann told the News Herald that Kimble, who was
in civilian clothing at the time, got into his face and
shoved him while he was looking on.

The video shows Kimble clearly announcing him-
self as the police chief prior to the altercation with

McCann, though McCann said he did not know who
Kimble was or remember hearing Kimble state that he
was the chief.

Kimble walked McCann back several feet saying
“take a walk” as McCann backed up along the side-
walk.

Though the incident happened in September, it was
not until Nov. 12 that McCann fi�led a complaint to the
village regarding the acting chief ’s behavior.

“I had called the police after being assaulted and
then ended up being thrown to the ground by the po-
lice for being a bystander. I believe that this was wrong
and that I should have at the least been issued a public
apology,” McCann said.

But McCann did not receive an apology and told the
News Herald that he does not believe the village took
his complaint seriously.

“I don’t want what happened to me to happen to
anyone else. It could be dangerous to both the people
of Put-in-Bay as well as the reputation of Put-in-Bay if
this kind of behavior continues,” McCann said.

In response to McCann’s complaint, Dress said in a
Jan. 29 letter that the investigation was complete.

“As a result of that investigation, I do not fi�nd that
discipline is warranted. As refl�ected in the body cam-
era footage, I note that you identifi�ed yourself as the
chief of police to Mr. McCann and instructed him to
back up on three occasions, but Mr. McCann failed to
comply,” Dress said in the letter.

The mayor did write that she was concerned
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“When you police actively there
are going to be things that
happen from time to time,
whether it’s a fender bender
because you’re driving so often
or, you know, nobody’s perfect ...
but in my opinion for that to be
the only thing, I think speaks
volumes about James Kimble’s
ability to be a police officer.
Jessica Dress 
Put-in-Bay mayor

GREEN SPRINGS -
Mary K. Bordner, 98,
of Green Springs, OH
passed away peacefully
on Wednesday, March
17, 2021 at Valley View
Health Campus. She
was born April 28, 1922
in Old Fort, OH, the
daughter of Alvin and
Zella (May) Eborg. She
was a 1940 graduate of
Old Fort High School.
Mary married George W. Bordner on October

28, 1940 in Old Fort and he preceded her in death
in 1988. She was a homemaker and owned and
operated a restaurant in Green Springs in the
1960’s for several years. She worked as a cashier
at Gladiuex food services at Whirlpool Corpora-
tion from 1962 until retirement in 1987. Mary
managed the bookkeeping and finances for the
family farm from 1957 until 1977.
Mary was a member of the Eastern Star, VFW

Auxiliary, Calvary UnitedMethodist Church and
State President of Farmwomen’s Club, and vari-
ous card clubs. She also volunteered atMemorial
Hospital. Mary’s hobbies included gardening and
bowling onmultiple leagues. She enjoyed all foot-
ball, especially The Ohio State Buckeyes and The
Cleveland Browns, and attending her children’s
sporting and band events. She loved traveling and
wintering in Florida and square dancing.
Mary is survived by her children, Carolyn (Joe)
Bolander, Winter Haven, FL, Robert (Patricia)
Bordner, Fremont, OH, Maureen Surrency, St.
Augustine, FL, Mike (Mary Lou) Bordner, Green
Springs and Bill Bordner, Fremont, OH; thirteen
grandchildren; nineteen great-grandchildren and
four great-great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents; hus-

band,GeorgeW.Bordner; daughter,Marilyn Bord-
ner-Olesen; brothers, Ray,Henry, Paul and Gloyd
Eborg; great grandson, Ben Hertzman.
Visitation: Monday, March 22, 2021, 11:00 am

until 1:00 pm atHorvathHanes Funeral Home and
Crematory, 211 N. Broadway St, Green Springs,
OH.
The use of face masks is required while indoors

at all services. Social distancing will be observed
throughout all services with wait times taking place
outdoors. If you would prefer, you may express
your condolences at www.whhfh.com or call the
funeral home at 419-332-6409 to request that your
name be signed in the guest book.
Services are private.
Burial will take place at Green Springs Cemetery.
Memorials can be made to the Donor’s Choice.

Mary K. Bordner

Obituaries

Billow, Harold 78 Helena 18-Mar Herman-Veh Funeral Home & Crematory
*Bordner, Mary K. 98 Green Springs 17-Mar Horvath Hanes Funeral Home and Crematory, Green Springs, OH
Layman, Joan I. (Dewitz) 80 Baton Rouge, LA 18-Mar Crosser & Priesman Funeral Home & Cremation Service

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.TheNews-Messenger.com/Obituaries
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