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Amazon 
outage 
froze U .S . 
business
	 NEW	 YORK	 (AP)	 —	 Robot-
ic	 vacuum	 cleaners	 wouldn’t	
start.	 Doorbell	 cameras	
stopped	 watching	 for	 package	
thieves,	 though	 some	 of	 those	
deliveries	 were	 canceled	 any-
way.	 Netflix	 and	 Disney	 mov-
ies	 got	 interrupted	 and	 The	
Associated	 Press	 had	 trouble	
publishing	the	news.	
	 A	 major	 outage	 in	 Ama-
zon’s	cloud	computing	network	
Tuesday	 severely	 disrupted	
services	at	a	wide	range	of	U.S.	
companies	 for	 hours,	 raising	
questions	 about	 the	 vulner-
ability	 of	 the	 internet	 and	 its	
concentration	 in	 the	 hands	 of	
a	few	firms.
	 How	did	it	happen?
	 Amazon	has	still	said	noth-
ing	 about	 what,	 exactly,	 went	
wrong.	 The	 company	 limited	
its	 communications	 Tuesday	
to	terse	technical	explanations	
on	 an	 Amazon	 Web	 Services	
dashboard	 and	 a	 brief	 state-
ment	 delivered	 via	 spokes-
person	 Richard	 Rocha	 that	
acknowledged	 the	 outage	 had	
affected	 Amazon’s	 own	 ware-
house	 and	 delivery	 opera-
tions	 but	 said	 the	 company	
was	 “working	 to	 resolve	 the	
issue	as	quickly	as	possible.”	It	
didn’t	immediately	respond	to	
further	questions	Wednesday.
	 The	incident	at	Amazon	Web	
Services	 mostly	 affected	 the	
eastern	U.S.,	but	still	impacted	
everything	from	airline	reser-
vations	 and	 auto	 dealerships	
to	 payment	 apps	 and	 video	
streaming	 services	 to	 Ama-
zon’s	own	massive	e-commerce	
operation.
	 Amazon	 Web	 Services	 is	 a	
cloud-service	 operation	 —	 it	
stores	its	customers’	data,	runs	
their	 online	 activities	 and	
more	—	and	a	huge	profit	cen-
ter	for	Amazon.	It	holds	rough-
ly	40%	of	the	$64	billion	global	
cloud	 infrastructure	 market,	
a	larger	share	than	its	closest	
rivals	 Microsoft,	 Alibaba	 and	
Google,	 combined,	 according	
to	research	firm	Gartner.
	 It	was	formerly	run	by	Ama-
zon	CEO	Andy	Jassy,	who	suc-
ceeded	 founder	 Jeff	 Bezos	 in	
July.
	 Some	cybersecurity	experts	
have	 warned	 for	 years	 about	
the	 potentially	 ugly	 conse-
quences	of	allowing	a	handful	
of	big	tech	companies	to	domi-
nate	key	internet	operations.
	 “The	latest	AWS	outage	is	a	
prime	 example	 of	 the	 danger	
of	 centralized	 network	 infra-
structure,”	said	Sean	O’Brien,	
a	 visiting	 lecturer	 in	 cyber-
security	 at	 Yale	 Law	 School.	
“Though	 most	 people	 brows-
ing	 the	 internet	 or	 using	 an	
app	 don’t	 know	 it,	 Amazon	 is	
baked	 into	 most	 of	 the	 apps	
and	 websites	 they	 use	 each	
day.”	 O’Brien	 said	 it’s	 impor-
tant	 to	 build	 a	 new	 network	
model	that	resembles	the	peer-
to-peer	roots	of	the	early	inter-
net.	 Big	 outages	 have	 already	
knocked	 huge	 swaths	 of	 the	
world	 offline,	 as	 happened	
during	 an	 October	 Facebook	
incident.	

OCKFORD	—	
At	the	end	of	
school	day	on	
Sept.	24,	2020,	
former	Parkway	

High	School	English	teacher	
Casey	McConahay	received	
an	email	that	made	his	stom-
ach	sink.
	 “Casey,”	the	email	read.	
“There	have	been	concerns	
regarding	the	current	novel	
you	are	reading.	Please	stop	
until	we	can	have	a	conver-
sation.	Please	remove	all	
posts,	materials,	discussions	
and	assignments	related	to	
this	book.”
	 The	email	from	high	
school	principal	Brian	Fort-
kamp	confused	and	troubled	
McConahay.	The	book	in	
question,	“Between	the	
World	and	Me”	by	Ta-Nehisi	
Coates,	who	is	black,	had	
been	a	part	of	his	English	11	
curriculum	for	two	years.
	 “Between	the	World	and	
Me”	is	a	semi-autobiographi-
cal	book	written	in	the	form	
of	a	letter	to	the	author’s	
15-year-old	son.	The	book	
chronicles	the	author’s	
personal	experiences	and	
his	evolving	thoughts	on	
race,	the	American	dream	
and	the	realities	associated	
with	being	black	in	the	U.S.	
No	parents	of	the	students	
in	McConahay’s	class	had	
reached	out	to	him	with	con-
cerns,	nor	had	he	received	
requests	for	alternative	
materials.
	 McConahay	was	asked	to	
stop	using	the	book	during	
Banned	Books	Week,	an	
annual	event	celebrating	the	
freedom	to	read.	The	event	
typically	is	held	during	the	
last	week	of	September.
	 Less	than	a	week	later,	
McConahay	received	a	let-
ter	from	Fortkamp	he	had	
anticipated	and	dreaded.
	 “As	you	know,	I	have	
been	reviewing	whether	
or	not	your	utilization	of	
‘Between	the	World	and	
Me’	this	school	year	in	your	
English	class	is	consistent	
with	the	parameters	out-
lined	in	Board	Policy	2240,”	
Fortkamp	wrote.	“I	have	
determined	that	your	use	
of	this	book	this	year	is	not	
appropriate.”

	
	 “Between	the	World	and	
Me”	was	soon	pulled	from	
the	hands	of	the	31	students	
in	McConahay’s	English	
11	class.	Eventually,	it	was	
placed	on	hold	from	being	
taught	at	Parkway	Local	
Schools.
	 The	Daily	Standard	has	
spent	eight	months	inves-
tigating	banned	books	in	
local	schools.	Staff	spoke	
with	each	superintendent	
in	Mercer	County,	consulted	
with	experts	at	the	Ameri-
can	Library	Association’s	
Office	for	Intellectual	Free-
dom,	made	multiple	public	
records	requests,	reviewed	
dozens	of	documents,	inter-
viewed	current	and	former	
staff	at	local	schools	and	
interviewed	Coates,	the	
book’s	author.
	 Despite	the	fact	that	
all	Mercer	County	school	
districts	have	virtually	the	
same	policies	for	handling	
public	complaints	and	con-
troversial	issues,	Parkway	
Local	Schools	District	is	the	
only	district	in	the	county	
that	has	removed	books	from	

classroom	instruction.
	 Among	the	findings:
	 n	Parkway	Local	Schools	
District	has	removed	three	
books	from	classroom	
instruction	since	2013	after	
parents	complained	the	
books	violated	the	district’s	
controversial	topics	policy.
	 n	Parkway’s	public	com-
plaint	policy	has	procedures	
in	place	for	complaints	
about	instructional	materi-
als,	including	filing	a	formal	
complaint,	conducting	a	
book	review	by	a	committee	
and	allowing	the	board	of	
education	to	decide	whether	
the	materials	are	appropri-
ate	or	not.	However,	adminis-
trators	have	pursued	com-
plaints	informally,	meaning	
there	is	no	documentation	of	
complaints,	input	from	the	
public	or	decision	making	by	
the	school	board	involved.
	 n	Administrators	have	
removed	books	they	have	
not	read	from	classroom	
instruction.
	 n	Former	school	board	
member	and	Rockford	mayor	
Jeff	Armstrong	led	the	com-

plaints	against	“Between	the	
World	and	Me”	in	2020	and	
“The	Freedom	Writer’s	Dia-
ry”	in	2014,	resulting	in	both	
books	being	removed.	Arm-
strong	did	not	have	a	child	
in	either	class	“Between	the	
World	and	Me”	was	being	
taught	in.
	 n	Teachers	have	been	
discouraged	from	using	cer-
tain	books	in	class,	including	
books	that	mention	sexual	
themes	or	content,	profan-
ity	and	other	topics	because	
they	do	not	reflect	the	com-
munity’s	conservative	values.
	 Superintendent	Jeanne	
Osterfeld	insisted	the	school	
district	has	not	banned	any	
books,	but	rather	has	placed	
the	books	on	hold	after	par-
ents	raised	concerns	about	
the	materials.	Teachers	are	
welcome	to	teach	the	books	
again,	provided	they	can	
teach	both	sides	of	a	contro-
versial	issue,	Osterfeld	said.	
Although	the	books	are	not	
being	taught,	Osterfeld	said	
the	books	are	still	available	
in	the	school	library.
	 When	asked	what	a	
teacher	would	need	to	do	to	
prove	they	could	teach	both	
sides	of	“Between	the	World	
and	Me,”	Osterfeld	said	she	
did	not	know	because	she	
had	not	read	the	book	and	
deferred	to	Fortkamp.
	 Fortkamp	said	the	dis-
trict’s	public	complaint	pol-
icy	allows	complaints	about	
instructional	materials	to	be	
pursued	informally,	and	thus	
he	saw	no	reason	to	push	for	
formal	procedures.	Fort-
kamp	said	he	never	received	
any	complaints	himself	and	
only	heard	of	Armstrong’s	
complaint	when	Osterfeld	
instructed	him	to	investigate	
the	matter.
	 School	board	president	
Tom	Lyons,	who	was	in	favor	
of	removing	“The	Freedom	
Writer’s	Diary”	in	2014,	
declined	to	be	interviewed.	
Other	school	board	members	
including	Melissa	Burtch,	
Tara	Patterson,	Talan	Bates	
and	Deb	Call	did	not	return	
a	request	for	comment.
	 Osterfeld	and	Fortkamp	
said	they	are	within	their		

Why Did 
Parkway Schools

This Book?

Parkway High School.

Daily Standard file photo

The Daily Standard spent eight months  
talking to teachers, administrators, experts  

and the book’s author to get the answer .
By LESLIE GARTRELL

lgartrell@dailystandard.com

Money to fund 
welding program

By WILLIAM KINCAID
wkincaid@dailystandard.com

	 ST.	MARYS	—	Tri	Star	offi-
cials	 plan	 to	 spend	 $62,000	
donated	 by	 about	 five	 local	
companies	 on	 new	 equipment	
to	keep	its	welding	program	on	
the	cutting	edge.
	 Before	that	can	happen,	Tri	
Star	 needs	 the	 backing	 of	 the	
school	districts	it	represents.
	 St.	Marys	City	School	board	
members	on	Wednesday	night	
signed	 off	 on	 Tri	 Star’s	 refer-

ral	 #132	 for	 the	 purchase	 of	
welding	 equipment	 that	 will	
be	 paid	 for	 with	 the	 donat-
ed	 funds.	 The	 money	 is	 being	
held	at	the	Mercer	County	Civ-
ic	 Foundation,	 said	 Tri	 Star	
Director	Tim	Buschur.
	 The	 companies,	 he	 said,	
wanted	 the	 money	 to	 go	
toward	 manufacturing-related	
instruction.	 The	 equipment	 is	
expected	 to	 arrive	 in	 a	 few	
months,	he	said.
	 “It	gives	us	an	option	now	to	
have	 five	 processes	 be	 taught	
so	that	teachers	can	teach	four	
kids	 at	 a	 time	 five	 different	
processes,”	 he	 explained.	 “So	
we	can	learn	an	extra	process,	

and	you	don’t	have	five	kids	at	
one	welder.”
	 Buschur	 stressed	 that	
the	 purchase	 will	 be	 made	
with	 donations,	 not	 taxpayer	
dollars.
	 “It’s	 keeping	 with	 the	 com-
panies’	 needs	 and	 it’s	 using	
the	 dollars	 that	 were	 donat-
ed	so	we	can	use	 it,”	Buschur	
said	 after	 the	 meeting.	 “How	
lucky	are	we?	There’s	not	other	
schools	that	have	this	ability.”
	 The	 welding	 program	 is	
very	popular	and	is	maxed	out	
this	year	with	about	25	juniors	
and	25	seniors,	he	said.	Often	

Companies donate $62K to Tri Star

Clay Buschur welds two pieces of metal together in a welding 
class at Tri Star on Nov. 5.
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concerns	about	instruc-
tional	materials.
	 When	asked	if	admin-
istrators	would	consider	
reinstating	the	book	if	
students	and	parents	
requested	it,	Osterfeld	
said	she	would	not	
because	parents	do	not	
dictate	what	is	taught	at	
the	school	district.
	 “Teachers	pick	their	
own	supplemental	mate-
rials,”	Osterfeld	said.	
“Parents	don’t	pick	the	
supplementals.”
	 “Between	the	
World	and	Me”	has	
won	multiple	awards,	
including	the	National	
Book	Award	for	nonfic-
tion	in	2015	and	the	
NAACP	Image	Award	
for	outstanding	lit-
erature	in	2016.	It	is	a	
No.	1	New	York	Times	
Bestseller	and	a	final-
ist	for	a	Pulitzer	Prize	
and	the	National	Book	
Critics	Circle	Award.	
The	book	has	garnered	
nearly	290,000	ratings	
on	Goodreads.com,	with	
a	rating	of	4.37	out	of	5	
stars.
	 Fortkamp	said	the	
formal	complaint	pro-
cess	takes	longer	and	
said	administrators	
wanted	to	handle	the	
situation	as	quickly	as	
possible	so	it	would	not	
be	drawn	out.	That’s	
not	to	say	the	formal	
process	is	burdensome,	
Fortkamp	continued,	
but	that	treating	public	
complaints	informally	
allows	administrators	
to	give	a	verdict	to	the	
instructor	in	a	reason-
able	amount	of	time	so	
they	can	adapt	their	
lesson	plans,	rather	
than	taking	weeks	
or	months	to	make	a	
decision.
	 However,	a	formal	
complaint	would	have	
given	the	public	the	
opportunity	to	know	the	
book	had	been	chal-
lenged	and	voice	their	
opinions,	said	Deborah	
Caldwell-Stone,	director	
of	the	American	Library	
Association’s	Office	for	
Intellectual	Freedom.	
She	opposes	the	infor-
mal	process.
	 Caldwell-Stone	
argued	that	even	if	the	
policy	allows	for	admin-
istrators	to	make	execu-
tive	decisions	about	
instructional	materi-
als,	administrators	
should	follow	formal	
procedures	in	the	name	
of	transparency	and	
hearing	the	voices	of	all	
taxpayers	equally.
	 “We’ve	observed	it	
frequently,	particularly	
where	a	single	parent	
will	go	to	administra-
tion	and	complain	about	
a	book,	and	rather	
than	follow	policy	or	
involve	the	community	
in	the	conversation,	
the	default	is	to	avoid	
controversy	and	sim-
ply	pull	the	books	out	
of	the	hands	of	kids,”	
Caldwell-Stone	said.
	 “Without	following	
policy,	you	don’t	have	
transparency,	you	don’t	
have	due	process,	you	
take	everyone	else’s	
voice	out	of	the	equa-
tion.	There	should	be	
an	opportunity	for	
everyone	to	under-
stand	that	the	book	
has	been	challenged,	
everyone	should	have	
a	chance	to	weigh	in	
on	the	matter	(and	
understand)	how	the	
book	was	selected,”	
Caldwell-Stone	said.
	 Caldwell-Stone	said	
the	American	Library	
Association	and	the	
Office	for	Intellectual	
Freedom	fully	support	

the	right	for	any	par-
ent	or	guardian	to	be	
in	charge	of	what	their	
child	is	reading.	How-
ever,	she	said	a	parent’s	
decision	for	their	family	
should	not	be	applied	
wholesale	to	the	entire	
community.
	 “That’s	why	policy	
should	be	in	place	—	it	
gives	due	process	and	
transparency	to	the	
whole	consideration	of	
an	individual’s	concern	
about	a	book,”	Caldwell-
Stone	said.	“So	that	
there’s	a	whole	under-
standing	of	where	other	
people	in	the	commu-
nity	land,	who	should	
have	an	equal	say,	if	
you’re	talking	from	the	
viewpoint	of	a	parent	in	
the	school	system	or	a	
taxpayer	in	the	school	
district.”
	 The	Parkway	Educa-
tion	Association	filed	
a	grievance	against	
Osterfeld	and	Fortkamp	
in	October	2020	after	
the	book	was	removed.	
The	grievance	alleged	
they	violated	the	PEA’s	
collective	bargaining	
agreement	because	
a	formal,	written	
complaint	was	never	
received	and	Fortkamp,	
not	Osterfeld,	should	
have	handled	any	
complaints.
	 The	grievance	later	
was	dropped	after	the	
school	board	agreed	
to	remove	any	and	all	
documentation	from	
McConahay’s	person-
nel	file	and	review	
“Between	the	World	and	
Me”	before	the	end	of	
the	school	year.
	 A	review	commit-
tee	was	formed,	and	in	
February	of	this	year	
the	committee	deter-
mined	the	book	was	not	
appropriate	for	use.
	 “At	this	point	with	
the	changes	in	the	world	
today,	this	book	needs	
to	be	collected	and	not	
taught,”	notes	from	
the	review	committee	
read.	“Need	to	consider	
any	other	politically	
charged	topics.”
	 Osterfeld	and	Fort-
kamp	said	they	had	not	
received	complaints	
about	“Between	the	
World	and	Me”	the	two	
previous	years	in	which	
McConahay	taught	the	
book.	The	administra-
tors	said	that’s	likely	
because	the	book	may	
not	have	been	viewed	as	
controversial	until	2020,	
when	police	violence	
and	demonstrations	
made	headlines	around	
the	country.
	 However,	McConahay	
contends	that	2020	
is	not	the	first	time	
the	U.S.	has	had	such	
conversations.	Even	
if	it	were,	McConahay	
said	that’s	all	the	more	
reason	to	keep	the	book	
in	class.
	 “I	chose	that	text	
two	years	ago	when	
there	was	a	controversy	
about	Colin	Kaepernick	
kneeling	for	national	

anthems,”	McConahay	
said.	“So	it	seemed	
like	a	relevant	idea	to	
explore	then,	and	it’s	
just	as	relevant	now,	I	
think.”
	 McConahay	said	he	
was	quietly	discour-
aged	by	Fortkamp	and	
other	administrators	
from	using	“The	Hand-
maid’s	Tale”	and	“The	
God	of	Small	Things”	by	
Arundhati	Roy	around	
2011-2013.	He	said	he	
remembered	“The	God	
of	Small	Things”	was	
called	pornographic	
by	some	community	
members,	as	was	“The	
Handmaid’s	Tale.”
	 Before	teaching	
“Between	the	World	and	
Me,”	McConahay	said	he	
used	“The	Adventures	
of	Huckleberry	Finn”	
by	Mark	Twain	as	a	
teaching	mechanism.	
McConahay	said	it	was	a	
tough	book	to	begin	the	
school	year	with.	The	
book	was	published	in	
the	U.S.	in	1885.
	 “As	much	as	I	tried	to	
make	the	discussion	of	
slavery	feel	applicable	
to	the	students’	lives,	
to	them	that	was	some-
thing	that	happened	150	
years	ago,”	he	said.	“So	
that	was	kind	of	the	goal	
with	‘Between	the	World	
and	Me.’	I	wanted	to	
choose	a	book	that	the	
students	would	engage	
with	and	kind	of	build	
those	lessons	to	address	
things	that	seemed	
more	in	line	with	the	
kind	of	experiences	they	
were	having	and	the	
conversations	they	were	
hearing	around	them.”
	 Even	in	2014	when	
“The	Freedom	Writ-
ers	Diaries”	was	chal-
lenged,	McConahay	in	
a	letter	to	the	Parkway	
school	board	wrote	of	
the	challenges	he	faced	
teaching	“The	Adven-
tures	of	Huckleberry	
Finn.”
	 “Few	students	read	
the	book	with	interest,	
primarily	because	they	
don’t	see	their	experi-
ences	represented	by	
the	text’s	characters,”	
McConahay	wrote.	“Ide-
ally,	I	would	replace	
this	novel	with	one	
that	students	relate	
to,	but	fears	of	parent	
challenges	make	this	
impossible.”
	 In	his	letter,	McCo-
nahay	protested	the	Jeff	
Armstrongs	objection	to	
“The	Freedom	Writers	
Diaries.”	He	also	said	
repeated	challenges	to	
books	and	fears	over	
parental	complaints	
about	instructional	
materials	could	send	
the	wrong	message.
	 “The	implied	mes-
sage	of	parent	chal-
lenges	is	that	safe,	not	
engaging,	is	what	we	
should	strive	for	in	book	
selection,”	he	wrote.
	 McConahay	resumed	
teaching	“The	Adven-
tures	of	Huckleberry	
Finn”	after	“Between	
the	World	and	Me”	was	

removed.	When	asked	
what	teaching	the	other	
side	of	“The	Adventures	
of	Huckleberry	Finn”	
would	look	like,	Fort-
kamp	refused	to	com-
pare	the	two.
	 “The	complaint,	well,	
I	should	say	issue,	that	
was	brought	up	(with	
“Between	the	World	and	
Me”)	was	of	its	point	in	
time	of	what	was	going	
on	in	society,”	Fortkamp	
said.	“There’s	a	differ-
ence	in	what	was	taking	
place	in	that	point	in	
time	versus	Huckle-
berry	Finn.	So	I’m	not	
going	to	compare	these	
two	books	because	
there	were	other	factors	
going	on	besides	just	the	
book.”
	 To	McConahay,	
“Between	the	World	and	
Me”	seemed	like	a	safe	
bet.	He	said	he	knew	
some	community	mem-
bers	in	the	past	did	not	
like	books	with	sexual	
themes	or	profanity,	
which	“Between	the	
World	and	Me”	largely	
avoids.
	 Prior	to	the	book	
being	removed	from	his	
classroom,	McConahay	
said	his	students	would	
engage	in	healthy	dis-
cussions	about	a	sensi-
tive	subject	they	might	
have	heard	adults	argue	
about.
	 “Maybe	it	was	just	
those	two	years	that	I	
was	able	to	teach	in	full	
that	I	had	great	stu-
dents,	but	they	had	a	lot	
to	say	about	these	topics	
that	everyone’s	talking	
about,	but	also	a	lot	of	
openness	to	the	ideas	
of	their	classmates	as	
well,”	he	said.	“I	think	
that’s	a	pretty	signifi-
cant	thing.”
	 McConahay	said	he	
had	been	told	the	com-
plaint	was	about	“social	
justice”	and	“Black	
Lives	Matter.”	After	the	
complaint	was	made,	
Fortkamp	asked	how	
the	book	was	being	uti-
lized	in	class	and	what	
McConahay	was	doing	
to	teach	both	sides	of	
“Between	the	World	and	
Me”	equally.
	 McConahay	said	this	
puzzled	him	—	the	book	
is	one	man’s	thoughts	
about	the	world	and	his	
place	in	it,	so	what	is	the	
other	side	of	someone’s	
personal	experiences?	
More	importantly,	
McConahay	said,	he	had	
never	heard	the	term	
“social	justice”	used	
pejoratively	before.
	 Osterfeld	and	Fort-
kamp	also	stated	that	
“Between	the	World	and	
Me”	did	not	meet	Park-
way’s	community	values,	
part	of	the	litmus	test	
for	adopting	course	
materials	for	Park-
way	and	many	school	
districts.
	 When	asked	what	the	
Parkway	community’s	
values	are,	Osterfeld	
said	the	community	has	
conservative	values,	
which	she	said	meant	
respectful	of	police	offi-
cers,	teachers	and	fam-
ily.	Fortkamp	agreed,	
adding	the	community	
does	not	want	profan-
ity	or	sexual	themes	
in	the	curriculum.	He	
also	said	community	
members	want	“both	
sides”	of	subjects	taught	
equally.
	 In	the	book	review	
committee’s	notes,	com-
mittee	members	asked	
McConahay	what	he	was	
doing	to	balance	“social	
justice”	in	his	teachings.	
McConahay	again	said	
he	was	not	sure	what	
the	other	side	of	social	
justice	would	be.	The	
committee	asked	if	he	
promoted	the	agenda	of	
Black	Lives	Matter	in	

class,	which	McConahay	
said	he	did	not.
	 A	few	days	after	he	
was	told	to	stop	using	
the	book,	McConahay	
emailed	Fortkamp	and	
offered	to	bring	in	local	
law	enforcement	to	even	
out	his	curriculum.
	 “If	I’m	allowed	to	
continue	teaching	the	
book	—	and	if	it	would	
make	the	decision	to	
let	me	teach	the	book	
easier	to	explain	to	
the	community	—	I’d	
be	excited	to	invite	a	
member	of	our	local	
law	enforcement	com-
munity	to	speak	with	
my	students,”	he	wrote	
on	Sept.	28,	2020.	“It	
might	not	make	a	dif-
ference,	but	I	think	
that	inviting	an	officer	
to	speak	to	us	might	go	
a	long	way	in	counter-
ing	misconceptions	that	
community	members	
might	have.”
	 However,	Fortkamp	
said	he	did	not	think	
bringing	in	a	member	
of	law	enforcement	for	a	
day	was	enough	to	make	
McConahay’s	lesson	
plan	equitable.
	 “The	complaint	was	
that	it	was	anti-cop,	
black	suffrage,	and	I	
asked	what	(McConahay)	
was	doing	to	present	
both	sides	and	his	first	
response	was	‘I	don’t	
see	another	side,’	and	
that	to	me	is	a	red	flag,”	
Fortkamp	said.	“That	
to	me	is	still	not	quite	
enough.	You’re	talk-
ing	about	a	book	that’s	
controversial	and	you’re	
going	to	spend	30	plus	
days	on	it,	and	you’re	
going	to	offset	that	with	
one	day	of	having	a	
police	officer	come	in?”
	 The	same	day	McCo-
nahay	offered	to	bring	
in	local	police	offers	
to	class,	Fortkamp	
instructed	McConahay	
to	remove	all	mention	
of	Banned	Books	Week	
from	his	classroom	and	
to	stop	reading	letters	
from	authors	of	banned	
books,	according	to	
emails.
	 Fortkamp	said	he	did	
not	know	it	was	Banned	
Books	Week	when	he	
asked	McConahay	to	
remove	the	materials	
and	thought	McConahay	
was	acting	in	retali-
ation	after	“Between	
the	World	and	Me”	was	
removed.
	 McConahay	
protested.
	 “The	novel	I	teach	
during	third	quarter,	
‘Fahrenheit	451,’	is	a	
dystopian	novel	about	
a	futuristic	society	in	
which	all	books	are	
burned,”	he	wrote	to	
Fortkamp	on	Sept.	28.	
“I’ve	taught	that	novel	at	
Parkway	for	nine	years	
without	complaint,	but	
if	I’m	not	able	to	men-
tion	book	banning	and	
censorship,	should	I	
anticipate	being	asked	
to	replace	that	book	as	
well?”
	 Fortkamp	forwarded	
the	email	to	Osterfeld.
	 “Good	question,”	the	
superintendent	replied.	
“We	need	to	get	a	list	of	
all	the	books	he	is	read-
ing	and	do	a	thorough	
check	on	them	all.”
	 Osterfeld	said	McCo-
nahay’s	curriculum	was	
reviewed	in	order	to	
be	proactive	instead	of	
reactive.
	 After	10	years	of	
teaching	at	Parkway,	
McConahay	left	to	take	
a	position	at	Vantage	
Career	Learning	Cen-
ter	in	Van	Wert	this	
summer.
	 “I	decided	that	I	
didn’t	want	to	continue	
teaching	at	a	school	that	
promotes	book	ban-
ning,”	he	said.

An interview with Coates
	 The	152-page	
“Between	the	World	
and	Me”	is	not	comfort-
able	to	read.	Author	
Ta-Nehisi	Coates	does	
not	pretend	to	give	the	
reader	solutions	to	the	
many	questions	on	race	
and	belonging	he	poses,	
nor	does	he	offer	opti-
mism	that	racism	can	be	
separated	from	society	
as	a	whole.
		 Coates	said	his	book	
is	not	anti-white	or	
anti-police.	Even	if	it	
were,	Coates	said	that	
should	not	be	grounds	
to	remove	it	from	the	
classroom.
	 “Throughout	my	edu-
cation	I’ve	read	defens-
es	of	slavery.	I’ve	read	
anti-Semitic	literature,”	
Coates	said.	“If	you	only	
read	things	that	you	
agree	with,	if	we	ban	
things	basically	that	
don’t	meet	the	world	
view	that	we	would	like	
our	children	to	accept	
or	to	reflect,	then	we’re	
circumscribing	educa-
tion.	We’re	not	even	
doing	education;	we’re	
doing	indoctrination.”
	 Coates	asserted	
indoctrination	begins	
when	children	are	
allowed	only	to	read	
books	that	validate	one	
viewpoint.	Literature	
is	not	meant	to	pump	
ideas	into	kids’	brains	
that	they	thoughtlessly	
accept,	he	said.	The	pur-
pose	is	to	challenge	kids	
and	to	get	them	to	think	
in	all	sorts	of	different	
ways.
	 “It’s	very	important	
to	be	confronted	with	
views	that	you	may	not	
agree	with,”	Coates	
said.	“I’ve	read	articles	
by	psychologists,	who	
from	the	basis	of	IQ	
tests	and	data	think	that	
black	people	are	geneti-
cally	dumber	than	white	
people.	I	would	hate	
for	that	literature	to	be	
banned.	I	need	to	know	
what	other	people’s	
arguments	are,	even	if	
I	vehemently	disagree	
with	them.”
	 Coates	said	he	is	pas-
sionate	about	the	right	
to	read	and	is	less	con-
cerned	about	“Between	
the	World	and	Me”	
being	banned.	Rather,	
Coates	said	his	concern	
lies	with	the	growing	
movement	to	ban,	cen-
sor	or	prevent	certain	
topics	from	being	
accessible	to	children	in	
schools	or	libraries.
	 “There’s	a	wave	
going	through	this	
country	right	now	that	
wants	to	restrict	what	
kids	can	read	and	what	
they	can	have	access	
to,”	he	said.	“And	this	
is	very	painful	to	me,	
because	my	primary	
education	wasn’t	even	
in	the	classroom,	it	was	
in	the	library.	When	I	
was	a	kid	from	middle	
school	to	high	school,	
(I	was)	in	the	public	
library	and	the	library	
at	my	university,	
because	that’s	a	place	
I	could	explore	a	wide	
range	of	literature.”
	 In	“Between	the	
World	and	Me,”	Coates	
writes	to	his	then	
15-year-old	son,	Samori.	
Now	20	and	a	college	
student,	Coates	said	he	
expects	his	son	to	be	
challenged	with	differ-
ing	points	of	view.
	 “When	he	was	in	high	
school	and	certainly	
when	he’s	in	college	
now,	I	wanted	him	to	
have	a	well-rounded	
education,”	he	said.	
“I	don’t	know	how	his	
education	could	be	
called	well-rounded	if	it	
was	simply	things	that	I	
agreed	with.”
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Parkway removed “The 
Handmaid’s Tale” by 
Margaret Atwood in the 
2013-14 school year.
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Parkway removed “The 
Freedom Writers Dia-
ry” by Erin Gruwell in 
the 2014-15 school year. 
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