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complaints
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DEATH PENALTY IN OHIO

Justice or brutality?
2022 Ohio
execution
schedule

Dismissals sought in
accusations against
Frenchko by 4 people

n Jan. 12 — Warren K.
Henness, Franklin County
n Feb. 16 — Stanley T.
Adams, Trumbull County

By RENEE FOX
Staff writer

WARREN — The Trumbull County
Commissioners’ Office has responded to
complaints that name Commissioner Niki
Frenchko, filed by the human resources director, the former 911 center director and
two office employees.
HR Director Richard Jackson and former 911 Director Ernie Cook
filed complaints with the Ohio
Civil Rights Commission and
the State Personnel Board
of Review; administrative
assistant Christine Glenn
filed one with the Ohio Civil
Rights
Commission;
and
Frenchko
journal clerk Paula VivodaKlotz filed a complaint with
the U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.
The complaints name the
board as a whole, although
they single out Frenchko.
The complaints indicate the
newly elected commissioner
Fuda
in a short period has become
involved actively in many aspects of Trumbull County operations, though her input has
caused some friction.
The expense to defend these
complaints will be footed by
taxpayers. The exact legal cost
for these complaints is not yet
Cantalamessa
available, in some cases because attorney invoices have
not been received yet.
Here are five examples based upon
available documents:
JACKSON
Jackson’s complaints stem from incidents earlier this year.
Following a confrontation in Jackson’s
office, Frenchko and Commissioner Mauro
Cantalamessa voted to discipline Jackson
during the same January meeting where
they fired Cook. Commissioner Frank
Fuda called into the meeting, but the call
dropped so he did not vote on the discipline.
Commissioners said Jackson used inappropriate language that violated county
policy during that interaction and with a
staff member.
According to county documents,
Frenchko took issue when Jackson told
her not to get “hot and bothered” as they
discussed another employee’s scheduling
issues.
“Her demeanor was very confrontational, voice raised, sharp insulting tones,”
during the interaction, Jackson’s complaint states.

Staff file photos

Trumbull County’s Stanley Adams, center, is scheduled to die Feb. 16, 2022. He
reacted to his death sentence Oct. 7, 2001, flanked by attorneys Ted Macejko,
left, and Mark Cavello.
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n Sept. 15 — Kareem M.
Jackson, Franklin County
n Oct. 26 — Quisi Bryan,
Cuyahoga County
SOURCE: Ohio Department
of Rehabilitation and
Correction
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By GUY VOGRIN
Staff writer

The death penalty in Ohio appears to be on the
ropes.
First, Gov. Mike DeWine late last year put a moratorium on all state executions for 2021, citing difficulty in getting a drug for lethal injections.
Now both houses of the state Legislature have
taken up bills to repeal Ohio’s death penalty law.
Senate Bill 103, co-sponsored by Sen. Michael
Rulli, R-Salem, is being debated by the Senate’s
Judiciary Committee, while House Bill 183 has seen
debate in three separate House committees.
Multiple efforts over several days to reach
Rulli for his comments on why he is one of 11 senators backing the repeal of the death penalty were
unsuccessful.
Currently the House bill, which has no local
co-sponsors, is being debated by the criminal justice
panel.
While lawmakers debate, lobbying efforts are lining up on both sides of the issue. Emotion is playing
a key role in the arguments from both sides.

“You know that if they
can’t get a (execution)
drug, they are going
to let the inmates
choose between the
firing squad and the
electric chair. I kind
of like that solution.”
— Miriam Fife, 81, of Cortland, referring to
a South Carolina Legislature decision

“... our moral
character has to
govern us in our
response. Killing is
wrong.”

LOCAL VIEW
Miriam Fife, 81, of Cortland, whose 12-year-old
son, Raymond, was murdered almost 36 years ago
in southwest Warren and whose killer’s execution
is being hamstrung by an appeal pending in the U.S.
6th Circuit Court, said she was intrigued by recent
action by the South Carolina Legislature.

By WAFAA SHURAFA and SAMY MAGDY
The Associated Press
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to firm up the truce that ended the fourth
Israel-Hamas war in just over a decade.
In the fighting, Israel unleashed hundreds of airstrikes against militant targets in Gaza, while Hamas and other militants fired more than 4,000 rockets toward
Israel. More than 250 people were killed,
the vast majority of them Palestinians.
In Gaza City, residents began assessing
damage.

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Hundreds of
masked Hamas fighters brandishing assault rifles paraded in Gaza City and the
group’s top leader made his first public
appearance on Saturday, in a defiant show
of strength after the militants’ 11-day war
with Israel.
Saturday marked the first full day of a
cease-fire, and Egyptian mediators held talks See Middle East, A4
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Hamas defiant with military
parade, appearance of leader
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n Aug. 24 — Cedric
Carter, Hamilton County

Rulli co-sponsors bill to repeal capital punishment
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n July 20 — Douglas Coley,
Lucas County

— The Rev. Dr. Jack Sullivan Jr., executive
director of the Ohio Council of Churches

YSU: The Penguin baseball team posts
its best home record since 1977 after it
splits a doubleheader with Milwaukee on
Saturday, C1

n May 18
— James G.
Drummond
Hanna, Warren
County
n June 22 — Percy
Hutton, Cuyahoga County

Kellie S. Cook, center,
and Kimberly M. Cook,
left, twin daughters of
murder victim Esther
Cook, react in court
as Stanley Adams is
sentenced to death for
their mother’s murder,
and their 12-year-old
sister’s rape and murder. Their bodies were
found Oct. 12, 1999,
in their Dickey Avenue,
Warren, home.

See Complaints, A4

Also inside

n April 21
— John E.
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