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DeWine drops order on masks

COLUMBUS (AP) — 
Ohio is removing a mask 
requirement immediately 
for people who are fully 
vaccinated, in keeping 
with new guidance from 
the federal government, 
Republican Gov. Mike 
DeWine announced Friday.

DeWine said in a state-
ment that unvaccinated 
people should continue to 
wear masks and socially 
distance, as the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends.

The governor said exist-
ing health orders still won’t 
be fully lifted until June 
2, as he had announced 
Wednesday, but the word-
ing will be updated to 
match CDC guidelines. 
The June 2 date was 
chosen to give those who 
need ample time to get vac-
cinated.

Updated CDC guid-
ance released Thursday 
says unvaccinated people 
can go without masks for 
the most part. They should 
still be worn in health 
care settings, on public 
transportation, including 
airplanes, and when a busi-
ness or employer requires 
them.

“The most powerful tool 
we have to protect against 
the COVID-19 virus is the 
vaccine,” the governor 
continued in his Friday 
statement. “Because of 
the vaccine, COVID-19 

cases, hospitalizations 
and deaths are decreasing 
dramatically. The vaccine 
allows us to live our lives 
more normally and without 
fear.

“However, not all Ohio-
ans have been vaccinated 
yet. The June 2nd date I 
announced for the removal 
of health orders provided 
time for those who had not 
yet gotten their vaccine to 
get it. While our order will 
be amended to reflect the 
new CDC guidance, it will 
remain in place until June 
2nd.”

Change comes 
in accordance 
with updated 
CDC rules

County has 31 active virus cases
There are 31 active 

cases of coronavirus among 
Hancock County residents, 

according to information 
released by Hancock Public 
Health on Friday afternoon.

An active case means the 
person is now under quar-
antine or in isolation.

Since the pandemic 
began, the health depart-
ment has recorded 6,935 
cases of the virus in county 
residents.

A total of 484 county 
residents have been hospi-
talized since the pandemic 
began, and one is currently 
hospitalized, the health 
department reports.

A total of 128 Hancock 
County residents have died 
of COVID-19.

When Findlay City 
Schools closes the doors to 
Lincoln Elementary School 
for the last time this school 
year, a little part of the dis-
trict’s history — and heart 
— will go with it.

The building has been 
a celebrated part of the 
district for 106 years. That 
also makes it the district’s 
oldest school building, and 
despite heavy renovations 
in 2000, the city school 
board voted earlier this 
year to close it as part of 
the district’s reorganiza-
tion plan.

The reorganization is 
expected to save the school 
district $1.3 million to $1.7 
million annually. It will also 
allow the district to better 
balance the number of chil-
dren living at or near the 
poverty level, keeping the 
number at less than 50% in 
each building.

Under the restructur-
ing, children who now 
attend school at Washing-
ton Preschool, 1100 Broad 
Ave., will be transferred to 
the Jacobs Primary build-
ing, 600 

Jacobs Ave.
District administrative 

offices, now housed in 
leased offices at 2019 Broad 
Ave., will eventually be 
moved to the Washington 
Preschool building. The 
school has housed admin-
istrative offices in the past.

The Lincoln Elementary 
building, located at 200 W. 
Lincoln St., will be closed 
and sold.

Ironically, it was the 
need to reorganize, due to 
crowded elementary school 
conditions, that gave rise to 
the building over a century 
ago.

According to the Morn-
ing Republican newspaper, 
the school board at that 
time voted to build two 
large elementary schools: 
Lincoln School and the 
former Washington Ele-
mentary School on Main 
Street. Washington Ele-
mentary was closed in 2014 
and sold by the district.

Construction of the new 
elementary schools led to 
the closing of Central 
School on East Sandusky 
Street, Taylor School on 
North Main Street and 

Crawford 

School on West Crawford 
Street.

Lincoln Elementary sits 
on the site of the former 
Number Nine School. 

School board members 
at the time of the vote 
included President Regi-
nald Burket; C.B. Dwig-
gins, board clerk; Otto D. 
Donnell, building commit-
tee chairman; W.P. Alspach 
and A.G. Hill. The superin-
tendent was John F. Smith, 
who held the position from 
1909-17.

It cost $240,000 to 
build both school build-
ings, with voters agreeing 
to a $300,000 bond issue to 
pay the expense.

The new 20-room build-
ings were to be “alike, abso-
lutely fire-proof and have a 
roof of concrete.”

The school opened on 
Sept. 11, 1916, to about 200 
students. It was officially 
dedicated on President 
Abraham Lincoln’s birth-
day: Feb. 12, 1917.

According to a booklet 
titled “Lincoln Elementary 
School: Celebrating 100 
Years!” much of the origi-
nal brickwork of the build-
ing remains untouched. 
The exterior brick is origi-
nal, as are the trim and caps 
around the main entrance. 

School has proud history as oldest 
operating building in district

By DENISE GRANT
DENISEGRANT@THECOURIER.COM 

BRENNA GRITEMAN / The Courier
THE FRONT ENTRANCE to Lincoln Elementary School is shown. Thousands of 
students have learned lessons, made friends and grown up in the 106-year-old building, a 
tradition slated to end when the school closes its doors at the end of this academic year.

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY has a rich history, and some of the things seen over 
the years include (l-R): the 1933-34 Lincoln School championship basketball team 
(no names are available for the team members); Lincoln School in 1917; Lincoln 
School in 1921; and the 1938-39 school year’s faculty which included, front, from 

left, Martha Stout, Pearl Jackson, Edith Fuller, Grace Swartz, Hilda Joseph, Marie 
Palmer, Geneva Troll, Mae Hanna; back, from left, Harold Corbin, Bertha Mills, 
Mary Shroeder, Mable Wickham, Bess Rogers, Grace Schuharat, Flossie Powell and 
Principal Lawrence Pugh.

Photos courtesy of the Hancock Historical Museum

Lincoln Elementary School will host an 
open house from 4-6 p.m. Tuesday.

Alumni are invited to enjoy the build-
ing through self-guided tours, have their 
picture taken inside the historic building 
and share their memories of the school 
with others.

Additionally, the family of longtime 
principal Dick Dillon will be present to 
visit with Lincoln friends and family, and 
visitors will have the opportunity to donate 
to the Lincoln Memorial Scholarship.

All visitors are required to wear masks 
and maintain proper distancing.

Lincoln Elementary hosts open house

A booklet celebrating 
the 100-year anniversary 
of Lincoln Elementary 
School, created in 2015 
and on file with the Han-
cock Historical Museum, 

contains page after page 
of historical facts on the 
building and the school 
district.

The booklet actually 
credits another anniver-
sary booklet, published 
25 years prior by the 
school’s students and 

staff, for much of the 
information.

Following are some 
details from the 19-page 
booklet “Lincoln Elemen-
tary School: Celebrating 
100 Years!”:

Study up on Lincoln fun facts
By DENISE GRANT

DENISEGRANT@THECOURIER.COM 

When The Courier put 
out calls for memories from 
Lincoln Elementary School 
alumni, we weren’t quite 
sure what to expect.

The 106-year-old school, 
located at 200 W. Lincoln 
St., will be closed perma-
nently at the end of this 
academic year, in prepara-
tion for the district’s reorga-
nization of its grade schools 
in the 2021-22 school year.

Would people be angry? 
Sad? Happy?

Would alumni even 
respond at all?

Several a lumni did 
respond, and their child-
hood memories of attend-
ing the old, stately school 
building are endearing — 
and, as it turns out, maybe 
the best testimony for why 
school buildings are so 
much more than just brick 
and mortar.

On a comment on social 
media, Morgan Tess wrote: 
“I walked the three blocks 
to Lincoln Elementary for 
six years, from kindergar-
ten through fifth grade. 
The teachers I had there 
cared so immensely for me 
that I still, 20-some years 
later, think myself blessed 

to have gone there. Mrs. 
Greeno in the library, Mrs. 
Maurer teaching art, Miss 
Floyd, Mrs. Duffy, Mrs. 
Truax and Mr. Dillon all 
come to mind as educators 
who ensured that kids felt 
heard and valued.”

Tess described it as “a 
safe place to grow.”

“Memories of walking 
through the halls shine 
clearly in my mind. It’s just 
a building at the end of the 
day but for me, and others 
I’m sure, it will always stand 
as a symbol of the limitless 
joy of childhood,” she said.

‘A safe place to grow’
Alumni share personal memories of school

By DENISE GRANT
DENISEGRANT@THECOURIER.COM 
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