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Blue Door is back

Cafe in Cuyahoga Falls reopens with
revamped kitchen, bathrooms. 1D

High school girls soccer

Flory’s hat trick leads Walsh Jesuit past
Twinsburg in regional semifinal. 1C WFBFIA-44309t
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Weather

High 47° | Low 29°
Some sun. Forecast, 8B

APS mourns death of
North football coach 
COMMUNITY, 1B

The availability of the COVID-19
vaccine for children ages 5 to 11 is a
“game-changer” in the fi�ght to end the
pandemic, but schools should not aban-
don masking and social distancing until
kids can be fully vaccinated, physicians
said Wednesday during a statewide
news conference.

On Tuesday, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention approved the
vaccine for younger school-age chil-
dren. The approved Pfi�zer dosage will be
one-third of the adult version and will
be administered in two shots at least
three weeks apart. 

The availability for school-age chil-
dren will protect the larger community
from COVID infections, complications,
hospitalizations, deaths and milder CO-

VID infections with longer-term com-
plications, Dr. Michele Dritz, a pediatri-
cian at Cornerstone Pediatrics in Mi-

amisburg, said during an Ohio Depart-
ment of Health news conference. 

“Anything that allows us to really
maximize that ability to protect our
kids, I embrace that wholeheartedly,”
said Dritz, a delegate at-large for Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics’ Ohio Chap-
ter. “It certainly goes hand in hand with
the many other ways we know have 

What you need to know about COVID-19 shots for kids
Betty Lin-Fisher Akron Beacon Journal
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• Vax-2-School scholarship
drawing age expanded. 8A

• Virus cases rise in Europe
for fi�fth straight week. 4A
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GENERAL ELECTION

BEHIND THE
SCENES Summit safeguards

general election with
bipartisan cooperation

N
early a half-hour before the polls opened, Republi-

can William Maki’s counterpart, Democrat Kath-

leen Hoff�ert, had yet to arrive at the Church in the

Falls. h Hoff�ert, who has worked Election Day for

the past eight years, had a key and password, which, when com-

bined with the set Maki was given, would fi�re up the voting ma-

chines and turn on the poll books so voters could check in and

get a ballot. h County election rules forbade Maki or any of the

others at the Cuyahoga Falls polling location from contacting

Hoff�ert directly. So, they had someone at the election headquar-

ters in Akron make the call. h “Woo!” Maki yelled when he

learned that Hoff�ert, who was up all night with knee pain, was on

her way.

More vote results
Election takeaways:
Snapshot of important
contests across the U.S. 4A

School board clashes:
Culture wars rage in race for
board seats. 2A

Municipal races: Who won
key city, village offices
across Summit County. 1B

11th District contest:
Democrat Shontel Brown
wins Ohio seat. 1B

Local results list: Quick,
easy-to-read listing of
winners and losers. 4B
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Poll workers Patrick Shane, an independent who votes Republican, and Judy King, a Democrat, 
tape the flag on the door of the polling location at Church in the Falls in Cuyahoga Falls 

on Election Day. MIKE CARDEW, AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

Conservative school board candi-
dates who ran on anti-mask and anti-
diversity, equity and inclusion eff�orts
overwhelmingly lost their election
bids Tuesday across Summit County. 

That trend held in the Hudson,
Green, Stow-Munroe Falls, Copley-
Fairlawn, Cuyahoga Falls, Nordonia
Hills and Woodridge school districts,
according to the Summit County Board
of Elections’ unoffi�cial results. 

Norton, where Patrick Burch was
elected with 1,251 votes (19.52%), ap-
peared to be the one outlier.

Burch’s website states he will
“stand on my Christian, conservative
values for every decision made while
also protecting our students from divi-
sive, anti-American curriculum.”

In Hudson, incumbents Steve Di-
Mauro, Alisa Wright and David Zuro
were reelected in the race against con-
servative challengers Diane De-
muynck and Mark Justice.

With all 24 precincts reporting,
Wright garnered 5,051 votes (25.15%),
DiMauro received 4,501 (22.41%), Zuro
had 4,417 (21.99%), Justice garnered
3,140 (15.64%) and Demuynck re-
ceived 2,974 (14.8%). 

Conservatives
left behind in
county school
board races
Krista S. Kano Akron Beacon Journal
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Republicans in the Ohio House and
Senate unveiled two diff�erent maps
Wednesday for the state’s 15 congres-
sional districts. Both would leave
Democrats with two safe seats despite
voter-approved changes to curb gerry-
mandering. 

Ohio’s current congressional dele-
gation includes 12 Republicans and
four Democrats, for a total of 16 dis-
tricts. Maps proposed by Ohio House
Republicans and Ohio Senate Repub-
licans could give the GOP as much as a
13-2 advantage. The Senate plan has
more competitive districts than the
House’s, according to popular redis-
tricting analysis website Dave’s Redis-
tricting App.

Republicans
unveil Ohio
congressional
district maps
Doug Livingston and Jessie Balmert
Akron Beacon Journal and Ohio Bureau
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