
LLIVINGIVING
  MISS MANNERS  2
  COOKIES TONIGHT  6

     MARY BILYEU  6

RELIGION:
Kids take the 
spotlight in 
holiday 
pageants  3

T H E  B L A D E ,  T O L E D O ,  O H I O  S U N D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1 S E C T I O N  F

FOOD & NUTRITION

Easy, no-bake desserts
for the holidays
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TASTE 
MAKERS

RECIPES

• Dark Chocolate and Rum 
Fruitcake Truffles
• Gingerbread Oreo 
No-Bake Mini Cheesecakes
• Gingerbread Latte 
Chocolate Chunk No-Churn 
Ice Cream
• Eggnog Pudding Pie

ON PAGE F6

Easy no-bake Dark Easy no-bake Dark 
Chocolate and Rum Chocolate and Rum 
Fruitcake Tru�  es Fruitcake Tru�  es 
to make at the last to make at the last 
minute for Christmas.minute for Christmas.
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See NO-BAKE, Page F6

By MARY BILYEU
BLADE FOOD EDITOR

S ome  assembly  is  required  for  these  last-
minute  desserts  to  serve  after  your
Christmas dinner.  But there’s  nothing as
complicated as putting together a bike to

place under the tree, or anything like that.
Whew!
And  you  won’t  have  to  do  any  cooking  or

baking, so that’s a fair trade-off, right?
We’re  offering  a  lovely  assortment  of  festive

flavors,  with  chocolate,  gingerbread,  eggnog,
fruitcake,  cinnamon,  nutmeg,  and  also  some
rum.

All  you  have  to  do  to  enjoy  these  tempting
tastes is a little chopping, a little stirring, a little
mixing,  and  then  just  a  little  waiting  for  the
treats to set.

But  you  won’t  have  to  wait  for  the  gift  of
compliments, which will be offered as soon as
your  family  and  friends  —  all  the  loved  ones
gathered ‘round your holiday table — take the
first bites of these seasonal sweets.

Dark Chocolate and Rum Fruitcake Truffles
—  a  simple  cake  pop-like  mix  rolled  in  coat-
ings  from  sprinkles  to  coconut  to  cookies  —
are a perfect treat to serve with coffee. Or, if you
need a gorgeous gift, they can be boxed up and
tied with a bow to make a charming memento.

Gingerbread  Oreo  No-Bake  Mini  Cheese-
cakes  are  indulgent  little  cups  full  of  sugar,
spice,  and  everything  nice  that  are  small
enough to satisfy, while still offering big taste.

Gingerbread  Latte  Chocolate  Chunk  No-
Churn Ice Cream is a luxurious blend of freshly
whipped  cream,  rich  sweetened  condensed
milk, spices and coffee, and flecks of chocolate.
No  special  equipment  is  needed,  just  a  mixer
and some space in your freezer (which frees up
space in your oven, which will undoubtedly be
devoted to other dishes on the big day).

And easiest  of  all,  Eggnog Pudding Pie  may
not  even  take  five  minutes  to  prepare.  Simply
whisk  together  instant  pudding  mix  with  egg-
nog  and  pour  the  filling  into  a  prepared  gra-
ham cracker  crust.  Voilà!  A  few minutes  later,
it’s set and ready to serve.

After  all  your  hard  holiday  prep  work  —
making  lists  and  checking  them  twice,  shop-
ping, wrapping, cooking, baking, cleaning, and
making sure the cookies and milk are laid out
for Santa on Christmas Eve — these quick and
tasty treats will definitely be your just desserts.

HOLIDAY TIPS

Looking for a different way to
wrap gifts? Think ‘furoshiki’

See FUROSHIKI, Page F2

By BRI’ON WHITESIDE
BLADE STAFF WRITER

THE BLADE/
LIZZIE HEINTZ

Lori Hanre-
han, a long-
time blogger
and lover of
arts and
crafts, cre-
ates beauti-
fully
wrapped and
decorated
gifts in time
for the holi-
day season.

Elite gift  wrapping isn’t  only
for the artistic.

At  least  it  shouldn’t  be,  said
Toledo  lifestyle  blogger  Lori
Hanrehan,  who  offers  tips  to
take even the most basic of gift
wrapping to the next notch this
holiday season.

“It’s all about making some-
thing  easy  look  really  beauti-
ful,”  said  Mrs.  Hanrehan,
owner  of  Giggle  Home  Fur-
nishing.

She is also the author of Gig-
gle Living Blog (www.giggleliv-
ing.com), where she dives into
various  topics  including  gift
wrapping.

According  to  Accenture  —
which  surveyed  more  than

1,500  U.S.  consumers  —  76
percent  of  those  surveyed  are
looking  forward  to  spending
this  holiday  season  with  loved
ones,  75  percent  are  planning
to  buy  gifts  for  close  family,

and 41 percent buying gifts for
friends,  colleagues,  and  even
neighbors.

Accenture is a multinational

SAFE HAVEN

A new shot at life for
LGBT asylum seekers

See ASYLUM, Page F2

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WORCESTER,  Mass.  —
The  church  volunteers  as-
sembled  furniture  and  hung
decorations in the newly ren-
ovated  apartment  building.
They laid out nearly every ne-
cessity,  down  to  the  bath
towels,  bed  linens,  cooking
supplies, and televisions.

Over  Thanksgiving  week-
end,  the  first  residents  of  the
home  in  Worcester,  Mass.
moved  in:  three  gay  men
seeking asylum in the U.S.

“I  don’t  even  have  the
words,”  said Alain Spyke,  26,
who  fled  Jamaica  after  being
continually  harassed  and
threatened by a local gang for
being gay. “To come into this
country  and  have  a  safe
space  to  escape  all  the

hardships  and  trauma?  Not
everyone  has  that  opportu-
nity.”

A  Massachusetts  church
group that’s uniquely focused
on  support  for  immigrants
fleeing their countries due to
their  sexual  orientation  has
opened  a  new,  permanent
home  for  lesbian,  gay,  bisex-
ual,  and  transgender  asylum
seekers.

The  LGBT  Asylum  Task
Force,  a  ministry  of  Hadwen
Park  Congregational  Church
in  Worcester,  raised  more
than  $500,000  to  purchase
and  renovate  a  dilapidated,
three-story  former  group
home  on  the  city’s  well-
heeled west side.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Pastor Judith Hanlon, of Had-
wen Park Congregational
Church, and co-founder of
the LGBT Asylum Task Force,
speaks on a phone at a home
recently renovated by the
ministry task force, in
Worcester, Mass.


