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LEFT: Lynn Welch of Hubbard, right, reacts 
to seeing her husband, Jack Welch, clean 
shaven for the first-time ever during a shave-
off at the Eastwood Mall in Niles. The event 
Tuesday was sponsored by the Mercy Health 
Foundation Mahoning Valley and marked 
the end of “No-Shave November,” which is 
aimed at increasing awareness of cancer, 
especially in men. Welch said her husband 
“looked adorable.” ABOVE: Joe Seifert of 
Liberty has his beard shaved. No-Shave 
November signifies the loss of hair many 
cancer patients experience during their 
treatment. The annual campaign raises 
awareness and funds for cancer treatment. 
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By GUY VOGRIN
Staff writer

WARREN — A Youngstown man re-
ceived a total sentence of 42 months in 
prison Monday in connection to a chase 
and subsequent crash May 25, involving a 
Hubbard city police cruiser, in which an 
officer suffered a broken kneecap.

Charles Pickard, 21, of Bassett Lane, 
was given consecutive prison terms by 
Trumbull County Common Pleas Judge 
Ronald J. Rice.

Pickard, who was the driver of a pick-
up truck being chased by authorities, 
pleaded guilty Oct. 7 to felony charges of 
vehicular assault and failure to comply 
with the order or signal of a police officer. 

Rice ordered that consecutive sentences 
were necessary to protect the public from 
a dangerous defendant who presented a 
high risk of recidivism.

At the time, Brookfield police Chief 
Dan Faustino said the charges against 
Pickard were related to a traffic stop in 
which Pickard’s pickup truck fled from 
police at Bedford Road near U.S. Route 62 
in Brookfield.

A Hubbard city police officer, Eric 
Mallory, was hurt after the fleeing pick-
up truck crashed into his police cruiser 
at the Flying J truck plaza off state Routes 
62 and 7 in Hubbard.

Mallory is recovering from his injury, 
prosecutors said. As part of the plea deal, 
Pickard forfeited $2,724 as restitution to 
the Hubbard Police Department.

The Hubbard police cruiser was re-
ported totaled. 
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WARREN — A Niles man faces as much as a 20-
year prison term after being sentenced Monday 
on felony convictions dealing with an October 2020 
home invasion in which an elderly woman was 
pushed to the floor.

Leonard Powell, 58, of Sayers Avenue, was given 
indefinite consecutive prison terms by Trumbull 
Common Pleas Judge Ronald J. Rice after he plead-

ed guilty Oct. 14 to aggravated burglary 
and robbery charges.

Rice sentenced Powell to a consecu-
tive term totaling 16 to 20 years in pris-
on, saying the consecutive terms were 
necessary to protect the  public.

Powell was accused of forcing his 
way into a Maple Street home Oct. 9, 
2020, after he told the 87-year-old woman 
resident he was collecting signatures on 

a petition, reports state.
Police reports show the man forced his way in-

side, pushed the woman down and tried to rob her. 
The woman was OK, complaining she was a little 
sore after the incident, police reports stated.

The suspect ran away after the home invasion, 
but Niles police found Powell shortly after the victim 
called 911 asking for medical help. Another 911 tip 
from another caller led police to a fourplex on Sayers 
Avenue where Powell lived, the report states. 

Powell was wearing an Ohio State University shirt 
similar to one the home invader was wearing, police 
reports stated. The officers also found in Powell’s res-
idence a red mask like the one the suspect wore.
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WARREN — The trial 
of a Niles man accused of 
multiple counts of rape 
and other sexually ori-
ented charges linked to a 
juvenile victim has been 
postponed until 2022.

During a recent pretri-
al hearing in Trumbull 
County Common Pleas 

C o u r t , 
J o s h u a 
Barnes, 30, 
of North 
B e n t l e y 
A v e n u e , 
N i l e s , 
waived his 
right to 
a speedy 

trial for an additional 
150 days. In Ohio, defen-
dants who are incarcer-
ated must be tried with-
in 90 days.

Barnes’ trial had been 
scheduled to start this 
week in the large court-
room of Judge Andrew 
D. Logan. Because of 
the waiver sought by 
defense attorney John 
Juhasz, however, it has 
been rescheduled to 

March 7.
Barnes faces five 

counts of rape that each 
carry a potential life 
sentence, two counts of 
unlawful sexual conduct 
with a minor, a misde-
meanor charge of inter-
ference with custody and 
two counts of providing 
intoxicating liquor to an 
underage person.

Trumbull County jail 
records show Barnes 
remains incarcerated 
pending the posting of a 
$500,000 bond.

The case involves a 
girl victim who was from 
age 10 to 13 at the time of 
the offenses, and the de-
fendant is on a recording 
admitting to the crimes, 
authorities have said.

Barnes was arrest-
ed after a warrant 
was served Aug. 26. 
According to a police re-
port, a man reported the 
crime Aug. 23 at the po-
lice station. Police Capt. 
John Marshall said “it is 
alleged that Barnes en-
gaged in sexual conduct 
with a juvenile.”
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Niles man charged 
with rape of girl 

NILES — A man has 
been arrested on three 
counts of rape of a 15-year-
old girl. 

X a v i e r 
Baynes, 26, 
was charged 
with rape 
Nov. 22 and a 
warrant was 
issued for his 
arrest. He is at 
the Trumbull 

County jail facing charges 
of rape, unlawful sexual 
conduct with a minor and 
gross sexual imposition.

The alleged assault hap-
pened Nov. 19 while the 
victim was intoxicated af-
ter being given alcohol, ac-
cording to a police report. 
Police said Baynes knew 
the victim.

Driver hurt in 
Liberty crash

LIBERTY — The Ohio 
State Highway Patrol is 
investigating a one-car ac-
cident Tuesday morning in 
the 1100 block of Tibbetts 
Wick Road that sent one 
person to St. Elizabeth 
Youngstown Hospital.

According to a Trumbull 
County 911 report, a 2006 
Chevrolet Malibu struck 
a tree about 2:15 a.m. Also, 
the report states an electri-
cal utility pole with wires 
was knocked across the 
road, closing Tibbetts Wick 
in both directions.

The driver, whose legs 
were pinned inside, had to 
be extracted from the vehi-
cle by first responders, the 
report  states. Ohio Edison 
crews were called to take 
care of the downed pole, the 
report states.

Bazetta FD offers 
safe drop-off spot

BAZETTA — The 
Bazetta Fire Department 
again is offering a safe holi-
day package drop off to pre-
vent thefts. 

Packages can be deliv-
ered to the Bazetta Fire 
Department, 3000 Warren-
Meadville Road, Cortland, 
Ohio 44410, through Dec. 23. 
Residents must call 330-637 
4136, Ext. 3, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
to provide a name, contact 
number and expected date 
of arrival. 

To pick up packages, 
residents must bring an is-
sued ID card and a receipt 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to 
Friday and 8 a.m. and noon 
Saturday. 

Firefighters ask that 
packages weigh less than 
50 pounds and not require 
a signature. 
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) 
— Kentucky’s attorney 
general won a prelimi-
nary court order Tuesday 
to block President Joe 
Biden’s coronavirus vacci-
nation mandate for federal 
government contractors 
and subcontractors.

The preliminary injunc-
tion issued by U.S. District 
Judge Gregory F. Van 
Tatenhove stops the man-
date from taking effect in 
Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Ohio.

“This is a significant rul-
ing because it gives imme-
diate relief from the federal 
government’s vaccine re-
quirement to Kentuckians 
who either contract with 
the federal government 

or work for a federal 
contractor,” Kentucky’s 
Republican attorney gener-
al, Daniel Cameron, said in 
a statement.

Ohio and Tennessee 
joined in filing the lawsuit, 
which claims the vaccina-
tion requirement is unlaw-
ful and unconstitutional. 

The mandate requiring 
employees at federal con-
tractors to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19 has been 
set to take effect Jan. 4.

“This is not a case about 
whether vaccines are ef-
fective. They are,” Van 
Tatenhove wrote. “Nor is 
this a case about whether 
the government, at some 
level, and in some circum-
stances, can require citi-
zens to obtain vaccines. It 
can.

“The question present-
ed here is narrow,” he said. 
“Can the president use con-
gressionally delegated au-
thority to manage the fed-
eral procurement of goods 
and services to impose 
vaccines on the employees 
of federal contractors and 
subcontractors? In all like-
lihood, the answer to that 
question is no.”

AP

In this Sept. 23, 2020, photo, Kentucky Attorney General Daniel 
Cameron speaks during a news conference in Frankfort, Ky. 
Cameron won a preliminary court order Tuesday to block President 
Joe Biden’s coronavirus vaccination mandate for federal govern-
ment contractors and subcontractors. 

Vaccine mandate blocked
Ohio, Tenn.
join Ky. to fight 
rule for fed 
contractors

“Can the president use 

congressionally delegated authority 

to manage the federal procurement 

of goods and services to impose 

vaccines on the employees 

of federal contractors and 

subcontractors? In all likelihood, 

the answer to that question is no.”
— Judge Gregory F. Van Tatenhove, U.S. District Court


