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Amherst can smile  
after Avon victory
Eagles use fast start, tough 
defense to down Olmsted Falls, 
hand Comets the outright SWC 
title in the process. Page C2
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Rositano: Time to move on

Lorain coach John Rostano gives his players instructions during a district final against  
St. Ignatius in 2015. Rositano said he will step down as Titans coach following this season.
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NFL: THE GREAT DEBATEINDIANS

For the Indians, the changes 
go beyond just dropping their 
debated name.

As a new season dawns, the 
four-time All-Star shortstop 
and face of the franchise is long 
gone, traded to the New York 
Mets this winter along with one 
of Cleveland’s most popular 
players and established pitch-
ers. There are holes to fill at 
short, first and in the outfield.

Manager Terry Francona, 
who zips around Cleveland on 
a scooter, is driving a golf cart 
after surgery. Fans can’t escape 
the Midwest cold and watch 
the Indians field grounders 
or take batting practice in the 
warm Arizona sunshine.

Things look a lot different.
But despite their altered 

state, and gloomy projections 
about their win total 2021, the 
Indians are confident they can 
contend.

Maybe even do more than 
that.

“I know we’re going to make 
a lot of noise,” warned slugger 
Franmil Reyes. “Watch out!”

Bounced by the New York 
Yankees in the wild card 
round to end the shortened 
2020 season, the Indians held 
their first full-squad workout 
in Goodyear, Ariz., on Mon-
day in a training camp that 
looks very different from 
ones in the past because of 
COVID-19 protocols.

But protective masks, social 
distancing and player pods are 
only part of the transformation.

The Indians finally did 
what seemed inevitable for 
years in January by deal-
ing Francisco Lindor, one of 
baseball’s best all-around 
stars, to the Mets with right-
hander Carlos Carrasco for 
young infielders Amed Rosa-
rio, Andrés Giménez and 
other prospects.

Cleveland’s seismic trade 
came less than a month after 
the club announced it’s drop-
ping the name it has used since 
1915 at some point in the future. 
But for at least another season, 
they’ll still be known as the 
Indians, who have been consis-
tent winners for a decade.

See TRIBE, C3

Tribe:
Don’t
count
us out

Tom Withers
The Associated Press

Reyes Bieber

Tom Brady, above, led the Tampa Bay Buccaneers to the championship in his first year with the team, giving  
him seven titles and making many proclaim him the greatest of all time. But long before he was around, the 
Browns’ Otto Graham was the man, winning seven championships, as well, and in just 10 seasons to Brady’s 21.
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YOU OTTO THINK AGAIN

If you believe there’s no question Tom Brady
is the greatest football player in history then ...

The Amherst softball team practices Monday at the high school on the first day of the
high school spring sports season. COVID-19 canceled the entire spring season last year.
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Tom Brady stands alone with seven Super 
Bowl victories and 10 trips to the big game.

He has competition when it comes to the 
greatest winner in professional football history.

Otto Graham played in 10 league champi-
onship games in 10 seasons as quarterback of 
the Browns and won seven titles before retir-
ing. Brady matched Graham on Feb. 7 when 
the Buccaneers beat the Chiefs 31-9 in Super 
Bowl LV, but he needed 21 seasons to do what 
Graham did in 10.

“Otto shouldn’t be overlooked just because 
of when it was,” Bengals owner Mike Brown 
told The Chronicle-Telegram in a phone inter-
view last week. “He was a real winner.”

Brown is uniquely qualified to discuss 
Brady and Graham. He was 10 years old when 
Graham began his career with the Browns in 

1946 under Hall of 
Fame coach Paul 
Brown, Mike’s dad. 
Mike, 85, has been 
around professional 
football since and has 
owned the Bengals since 
1991.

“Well, Otto’s my favor-
ite,” Brown said. “He 

was a player who meant so much to 
the Browns. I grew up as a young boy 
watching him.

“He had comparable success to 
Brady. They were the best of their 
eras. Football was different in the 
different eras. In Otto’s time, he was 
the best. In Brady’s time, arguably he 
is the best.”

See OTTO, C3
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Before there was a Super Bowl, 
Browns QB Graham won 7 titles

Mike Brown

OTTO 
GRAHAM  
IN 1949

HIGH SCHOOL

A three-week pause turned 
into shattered dreams for spring 
sports athletes in 2020 when the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the 
cancellation of their seasons. 

Monday’s opening day of 

practice for the 2021 spring 
sports season marked the first 
time since March 12 athletes 
in baseball, softball, track and 
field and boys and girls lacrosse 
were able to officially resume 
mandatory team activities. 

See SPRINGS, C2

Hope springs
eternal again

Todd Shapiro
The Chronicle-Telegram

Spring sports athletes and coaches
ecstatic to be back after lost season

John Rositano plans to retire as the Lorain 
High boys basketball coach at the end of the 
season … but that doesn’t mean he’s retiring 
from coaching.

“I’m not walking away. I’m going to coach 
next year somewhere. I’m just retiring at 
Lorain,” Rositano said Monday night. “I’ve 
put my time in there. I’m going to be coaching 
somewhere next year, whether it’s as a head 
coach, assistant, youth leagues … I just love 
basketball. I love being in the gym, I still have 
the energy and the passion and I’m still going 
to keep doing what I love doing. Hopefully 
somebody will take me, and if not I’ll just work 

with little kids. But I’m going to 
stay in the game somehow.”

Rositano said there are sev-
eral reasons he decided to step 
away from the Titans program. 
Near the top of the list are his 
retirement from teaching and 
his desire to give someone else 
the same opportunity he had 

earlier in his career.
“Since I was retiring from teaching I thought I 

should just retire from coaching also,” said Rositano, 
who said he formulated the idea of a joint retirement 
several years ago. “I’m not going to be in the building 
anymore and I knew that this was going to be my last 
class. So it was the right time. It feels right.”

See ROSITANO, C3

Hall of Fame Lorain coach wants
to give someone else opportunity,
but says coaching career not over

Shaun Bennett
The Chronicle-Telegram

Rositano

HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL

Damion Creel has experience 
working with some of the top 
coaches at the top programs 
in Ohio and more recently has 
experience building a program 
to its highest level.

Lorain is hoping he can use both 
as their new head football coach. 
Lorain made the announcement 
Monday afternoon.

“We’re obviously extremely 
excited,” Lorain athletic direc-
tor Bryan Koury said. “I think 
he cares for kids first and fore-
most. He’s going to do things for 
our kids that are going to extend 
well off the playing field. Wins 
and losses take care of them-
selves. If you have talent — if 
my X’s are bigger than your O’s 
— there’s a pretty good chance 
that I’m going to win the game.”

Creel has learned how to care 
for his players and build up his 
X’s at multiple stops during a 
lengthy coaching career.

After playing football at 
Hiram College, he joined 
the coaching staff at Mar-
ion-Franklin (1998-2001), 
Bedford (2001-03), Cleve-
land Heights (2003-06), Rich-
mond Heights (2007-09) and 
St. Edward (2009-10) before 
spending six years at Glenville.

“Being under Coach (Ted) 
Ginn — who’s obviously leg-
endary, everyone knows him 
— for six years as a coordina-
tor, offensively and defensively, 
when you’re a coordinator there 
you’re pretty much a head coach, 
because Coach Ginn lets you run 
your side of the ball,” Creel said.

See CREEL, C2

Always
learning

Shaun Bennett
The Chronicle-Telegram

New Lorain coach
Creel has worked
with some of best
coaches in area,
while also having
success on own


