
Linebacker Jamin Davis 
didn’t look like a first-round 
pick when he arrived at the 
University of Kentucky weigh-
ing about 190 pounds.

“Soaking wet,” Davis said.
“Give or take a couple bis-

cuits,” coach 
Mark Stoops 
said.

The percep-
tion hadn’t 
changed after 
two seasons 
of coming 
off the bench 

and totaling 
42 tackles. 

Even after a breakthrough 
redshirt junior season in 2020, 
when he led the Wildcats with 
102 tackles in 10 games, add-

ing three interceptions and 1.5 
sacks, he told The Athletic the 
NFL advisory committee gave 
him a fourth- or fifth-round 
grade.

But with the draft a little 
more than two weeks away, 
Davis (6-foot-3 ½, 234 pounds) 
seems destined to be taken 
with one of the first 32 picks 
announced by Commissioner 

Roger Goodell from the stage 
in front of Lake Erie.

“Honestly I’m guessing 
people just starting to wake 
up just a little bit,” Davis said 
recently at Kentucky’s pro day. 
“I honestly couldn’t tell you, I 
couldn’t put my finger on it. 
I’m not doing anything spe-
cial, I’m not pulling out any 
hat tricks or anything, I’m 

just being myself and I guess 
everything is just unfolding 
right before my eyes.”

The meteoric rise is a com-
bination of two factors: good 
film from the fall and great 
athleticism. After adding 45 
pounds of muscle during his 
time with the Wildcats, Davis 
wowed at the pro day workout. 

See DAVIS, D5
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Running 
to forget
Maggie Montoya, an Olympic hopeful  
distance runner, didn’t know if she’d 
survive when a gunman killed 10  
at her place of work. Page D5
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TONIGHT
WHO: Cleveland  
vs. Chicago 
White Sox 
TIME: 8:10
WHERE: 
Guaranteed Rate 
Fieold, Chicago
PITCHERS:  
Bieber (0-1, 3.65)  
vs. Giolito  
(1-0, 4.22)
TV/RADIO: Bally Sports 
Great Lakes; WEOL  
930-AM and 100.3-FM, 
WTAM 1100-AM,  
WMMS 100.7-FM

Kentucky linebacker Jamin Davis tackles Mississippi wide receiver Demarcus Gregory.
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Bulked up and moving up
BROWNS: NFL DRAFT

Scott Petrak
The Chronicle-Telegram

Kentucky LB
Davis turns
himself into
likely early pick

Davis

OHIO STATE FOOTBALL

COLUMBUS — Ohio State’s 
spring football practice comes 
to a close with Saturday’s 
spring game, but coach Ryan 
Day would do it all over again 
if he could.

With almost no spring prac-
tice last season, a delayed start 

to a shortened 
season and 
players miss-
ing game and 
practice time, 
all because of 
the COVID-19 
pandemic, 
Ohio State is 

still operating 
with what Day calls “a defi-
ciency of development across 
the board.”

“We’re playing catch-up, we 
just are,” Day said Monday on 
a Zoom call. “We’ve got to get 

better in the fundamentals 
and techniques of playing. The 
more we can play the better off 
we’ll be.

“I wish we had another 15 
practices in May. But we don’t. 
When we get through finals and 
guys kind of rest up a little bit, 
we jump into the summer. We 
have to hit the ground running. 
We can’t lose any days, any 
weeks as we head into August.”

See OSU, D5

Day: Buckeyes
behind, need
more practice

Jim Naveau
The Lima News

Day

NEXT UP
WHAT:  
Ohio State 
Spring 
Game
WHEN: 
Saturday, noon
WHERE: Ohio Stadium, 
Columbus
TV: Big Ten Network

GIRLS BASKETBALL

John Rositano likely won’t 
have to invest too much in 
coaching gear for his new job. 
No doubt he already has a lot 
of green and gold in his closet. 

Rositano was introduced 
Monday as the new Amherst 
girls basketball coach, reclaim-
ing a position he previously 
held from 2005-2013. 

Most recently, Rositano was 
the boys coach at Lorain High, 
where guided 
the Titans to 
a 2018 Divi-
sion I state 
tournament 
appearance, 
four Lake Erie 
League titles 
and four dis-
trict titles in 
eight seasons before stepping 
down at the end of last season.

“When I retired from teach-
ing at Lorain, I just decided 
it was best I retired coaching 
there as well,” Rositano said. “I 
knew I still wanted to coach, I 
didn’t know at what level or if 
I wanted to be a head coach 
or an assistant, I just knew I 
wanted to keep coaching.” 

Rositano replaces Jay Vala-
dez, who won 13 games in 
each of his first two seasons at 
Amherst and led the Comets 
to the district final in 2020 but 
struggled to a 3-13 record with 
a young roster last year. 

“I know they played like five or 
six freshmen last year,” Rositano 
said. “I’m going in not knowing a 
lot about the players. I just know 
they have some young, talented 
girls in the program.”

For Amherst athletic director 
Casey Wolf, it was an easy deci-
sion to bring back Rositano, who 
never really left Amherst. He’s 
been Lacey Reichert’s assistant 
coach with the Comets softball 
program for the past eight years.

See ROSITANO, D2 

Not
done
yet

Todd Shapiro
The Chronicle-Telegram

Rositano
returns to
Amherst,
where he
never really
left anyway

Rositano

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Keystone players celebrate after completing an undefeated season with the school’s fourth state title in 2018.
CHRONICLE FILE PHOTOS

WINNING PROGRAM
As Keystone closes in on an Ohio-first 
1,000th victory, past players, coaches
explain why Wildcats softball’s so special

F
our decades of dominance is about to culminate in something pretty special 
for the Keystone softball program. With a win at home versus Oberlin tonight, 
Keystone will become the first high school softball team in Ohio to log 1,000 
victories.

“It’s exciting for the whole program,” coach Jim Piazza said. “It’s about our 
tradition and everything that we do is for the players of the past. We 

talk about that … that we don’t want to let them down. They were 
the ones that paved the groundwork for us to get to where we’re 

at and we have to stay with the blueprint yet keep making our 
program better.

“That’s what we’re working hard for every day that we 
take the field and at practice … we just want to continue 

the tradition.”
The tradition began in 1978 when Suzanne Leffew 

helped Keystone’s softball program transition from 
slow pitch to fastpitch. The journey to 1,000 wins 
started with five that year in an 11-game inaugural 

season.
“I will tell you that the first win was really excit-

ing,” she said.
Leffew was well into her second season when 

she was benched.
See WINNING, D2
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Keystone coach Jim Piazza cheers on his 
team in 2018. Piazza didn’t begin the Keystone 
softball dynasty but he’s kept it rolling, leading 
the Wildcats to 489 of their 999 wins and three 
of their four state championships.

INDIANS

Editor’s note: Monday night’s Indians 
game against the White Sox was 
not finished by press time. Go to 
Chroniclet.com for the story.

CLEVELAND — Seconds 
after the ball leaves Emman-
uel Clase’s hand and streaks 
toward home plate, the eyes of 
everyone in Progressive Field 
quickly turn to the ballpark’s 
video scoreboard to see what 
pitch he threw and how fast it 
went.

101 mph cutter. 100 mph 
fastball. 91 mph slider.

“It’s unfair,” Indians starter 
Logan Allen said after watching 
Clase mow down the Detroit 
Tigers on Sunday. “It definitely 
makes you think: How do peo-
ple hit him?”

Eight games into a new 
season, the Indians, who 
began 2021 with uncertainty 
in the back end of their bull-
pen, may have something 
special in Clase, a harder-
than-hard-throwing right-
hander from the Dominican 
Republic who arrived in a 
2019 trade from Texas and 
missed last season due to a 
drug suspension.

Clase announced his arrival 
last week when his first pitch 
for the Indians registered 
at 101.3 mph — the fastest 
thrown by a Cleveland pitcher 
since the speed began being 
tracked regularly in 2008.

Since then, he has unleashed 
35 more pitches over 100 mph, 
the most in the majors this sea-
son and more than all Indians 
pitchers combined over the 
past 13 years.

“I mean, he’s got a slider 
that’s faster than most peo-
ple’s fastballs,” Indians reliever 
Bryan Shaw said. 

See CLASE, D3

Speed
thrills

Tom Withers
The Associated Press

Reliever Clase
overpowering
and impressing


