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ROSITANO
From D1 

Rositano said Reichert will be his 
assistant on the Comets basketball 
staff. 

“Anytime you can have a Hall of 
Fame-type coach in your athletic 
department you want to take advan-
tage of that,” Wolf said. “John show-
ing interest made the decision that 
much easier. It’s a big shot in the 
arm for that program. We’re excited 
for the community and we’re excited 
for the girls in the program. I believe 
the girls are excited for this oppor-
tunity to have John as their coach.”

For Rositano, familiarity with 
the Amherst community, staff and 
administration were some of the 
main factors that made the job so 
appealing. 

“I live in Amherst, I coach softball 
there,” he said. “My nephew (Matt) 
coaches baseball there, my brother 
(Dave) coaches baseball there. It’s 
close to home, my dad will still get 
to go to practices and games. The 
more I thought about it the more it 
seemed like a good fit for me at this 
point in my career.”

In his first stint at Amherst, Rosi-
tano compiled a 147-77 record with 
a pair of district championships 
and a regional final appearance in 
2006. 

“I had a good time when I coached 
at Amherst the first time, and at this 
stage in my career I wasn’t looking 
for this but when it came open I was 
immediately interested,” Rositano 
said. “It’s going to be fun for me to see 
if I can rebuild another program. I’m 
looking forward to the challenge.”

Rositano, whose official hiring is 
still pending Amherst school board 
approval April 26, met with his new 
team Monday. 

A 1981 Admiral King grad, Ros-
itano’s coaching career started at 
the original Lorain High, where he 
coached the boys program before 
beginning a successful run at his 
alma mater prior to his stint at 
Amherst. 

“I met with the players today and 
I just look at them as athletes, I don’t 
change the way I coach at all for 
boys or girls,” Rositano said. “They 
are going to get coached hard, we’re 
going to play hard and be organized 
and disciplined. I don’t change any-
thing, I just do what I do.”

Contact Todd Shapiro at 329-7135  
or ctsports@chroniclet.com.

AVON — Kayla Dykin allowed no 
runs over four innings while strik-
ing out nine to lead Avon to a 13-2 
win over Westlake in Southwestern 
Conference softball action Monday. 

Dykin also led the offense with 
a home run and four RBIs, while 
Emma Ody added three hits for the 
Eagles (8-2, 4-1 SWC).

Westlake 000 02 — 2 5 0
Avon 401 62 — 13 14 0
PITCHING: (A) Kayla Dykin IP-4, H-2, R-0, ER-0, 

BB-0, K-9.

Vermilion 14, Perkins 2
PERKINS — Emily Smith hit an 

inside-the-park grand slam to lead the 
Sailors in Sandusky Bay Conference 
Lake Division action. 

Vermilion 214 102 4 — 14 13 2
Perkins 000 001 1 — 2 3 3
HITTING: (V) Emilley Smith (HR, 4 RBIs); Emma 

Kretchmar (2B, RBI).
PITCHING: (V) Danielle McGlothlin IP-7, H-3, R-2, 

ER-2, BB-0, K-10.

North Ridgeville 7,  
Berea-Midpark 4

BEREA — Katie Barnhart picked up 
her fifth win of the season to lead the 
Rangers in SWC action. 

Barnhart also went 3-for-4 at the 
plate with four RBIs. Emily Lime added 
a double for the Rangers.

North Ridgeville 002 310 1 — 7 12 0
Berea-Midpark 202 000 0 — 4 5 1

Baseball

Open Door 10, Lincoln-West 0
ELYRIA — Bailey Loescher hit a 

triple and drove in two runs to lead the 
Patriots in non-conference action. 

James Green pitched three innings 
for the Patriots (2-4), allowing only two 
hits and striking out three on the way to 
his first win of the season. 

Lincoln West 000 00 — 0 2 0
Open Door 820 0X — 10 10 1
HITTING: (OD) Bailey Loescher (3B, 2 RBIs).
PITCHING: (OD) James Green IP-3, H-2, R-0, ER-0, 

BB-0, K-3.

Berea-Midpark 9,  
North Ridgeville 5

NORTH RIDGEVILLE — Ryan Romito 
had two hits, one a double, and Dylan 
Peregord had a double for the Rangers 
(6-4, 2-3 SWC). 

Berea-Midpark 100 052 1 — 9 8 1
North Ridgeville 000 003 2 — 5 8 6
HITTING: (NR) Ryan Romito 2 (2B, RBI); Dylan 

Peregord (2B, RBI).
PITCHING: (NR) Noah Grendzynski IP-4.2, H-5, 

R-6, ER-1, BB-1, K-2; Yonts IP-IP-2.1, H-3, R-3, 
ER-1, BB-4, K-3.

Dykin
leads
Eagles
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WINNING
From D1

“I was very pregnant and nobody 
had said anything about me being 
on the field and coaching third, 
then midway through the season 
an umpire came up to me and said, 
‘Ma’am, you cannot be on the field,’” 
she said. “So I looked at Dave (her 
husband) and he said, ‘OK,’ and he 
went out on the field to coach third 
the rest of the game.”

“And I never left,” Dave Leffew said 
with a laugh.

Dave Leffew realized the impor-
tance of pitching while fastpitch 
was still in its infancy. He brought 
on several top offensive minds — 
including Piazza, who served as his 
junior varsity coach for four years 
— to help that phase of the game, 
and everyone in the program knew 
longevity when it came to winning 
would be getting players involved as 
soon as possible.

Start ’em young
It’s obvious the Keystone commu-

nity is softball crazy when parents 
teach their girls steal signs instead of 
the alphabet, they learn to lay down 
a bunt before they’re out of diapers 
and the nurseries always seem to 
have a purple theme.

“When you grow up in LaGrange, 
you know that you’re there to play 
softball,” said Sammie Stefan, a  
two-time All-Ohio first-teamer who 
was named Lorain County’s Miss Soft-
ball in 2017. “One of my favorite things 
was when we had young girls coming 
out to the games. All the young girls 
that want to play softball, they want to 
be in that position one day so they can 
share in that legacy, too.”

Sydney Campbell, another two-time 
All-Ohio first-teamer and 2019 Miss 
Softball, said girls are “born into” Key-
stone softball and that was certainly 
true for several coaches’ daughters 
— Brooke Piazza was Campbell’s 
teammate on the squad that won the 
Division II state championship in 2018 
and Amie (Leffew) O’Brien, the 1999 
Miss Softball winner, was in the pitch-
er’s circle her senior year when the 
Wildcats brought home the school’s 
first state title.

“I was at almost every practice 
and I would throw the ball against 
the brick wall at the school — which 
I’m sure they loved — for two hours 
while they practiced,” O’Brien said 
of the years before she began playing 
for Keystone. 

Dave Leffew said Larry and Carol 
Shaw made great strides with the 
city’s Hot Stove program during his 
years and Piazza has made sure to 
involve young players in program 
activities as soon as they can lace up 
a pair of cleats.

“When we have our offseason 
workouts, we include everybody,” he 
said. “It doesn’t matter if you’re a sec-
ond-grader, third-grader or fourth-
grader, they can all come and witness 
the work these kids are putting in, 
and when they witness it that’s when 
you make a decision on whether you 
want to keep that tradition going and 
they push themselves and do exactly 
what the high school kids are doing.”

Piazza said the kids also get a good 
look at their potential future when 
Keystone travels to the state tourna-
ment on an almost annual basis. He 
said he always sees the kids in the 
stands watching the game and want-
ing to be part of it all.

“It’s just a big softball family,” he 
said. “You saw all those little kids 
during the state championship 
parade in 2018, and they were mak-
ing their signs that said, ‘We’re future 
state champs.’”

Armed and dangerous
Dave and Amie own and run 

Leffew Fastpitch, a training facility 
specializing in pitching, in North 
Ridgeville.

“When I took (the program) over I 
realized right away that pitching was 
the name of the game, so I learned 
how to pitch and taught our kids 
how to pitch,” Dave said. “I’m still 
doing pitching lessons and Amie was 
one of my star pupils.”

Leffew said Keystone’s jump from 
great program to dynasty began in 
1992.

“We had two pitchers — Amy John-
son and Sarah Martin — who were 
just dominant,” he said. “In ’92 and 
’94 we went to state, then in ’96 and 
’97 in was Kim Evans that took us to 
state and it was Amie in ’98 and ’99.”

One of the program’s top pitchers 
delivered the program’s second state 
championship — Piazza’s first — and 
did it in dramatic fashion.

Kristie (Malinkey) Barak, a  
three-time All-Ohio first-teamer and 
2006 Miss Softball, threw a perfect game 
during Keystone’s 7-0 win over Circlev-
ille in the 2006 state final. Barak is still 
the only pitcher in Ohio history to throw 
a perfect game in the state finals.

“I remember all the times we lost 
(in the finals) and how much we 
wanted it and how focused we were 
to win,” Barak said. “Then when the 
game came, we were just so happy 
to be winning. That’s what the whole 
year was focused on. My grandma 
made these wonderful scrapbooks of 
my years at Keystone. When you’re in 
it you think you’re going to remem-
ber everything and then you become 
an adult and you forget all those lit-
tle details. I feel blessed that I can go 
and remember that season and that 
game any time that I want to.”

While the Wildcats benefited 
directly when Dave and Amie Leffew 
were involved in the program, the 
pair continued to provide support 
over the last two decades as they 
worked with some of Keystone’s top 
pitchers — including Kenzie Con-
rad, who pitched the Wildcats to 
their third state title in 2012, current 
Iowa University star Lauren Shaw 
and Campbell. The list also includes 
this year’s star pitcher — junior Lily 
Cassell — and Oakland University 
recruit Madi Herrington.

“We’re so unbelievably proud of 
how the tradition just continues and 
continues, but what’s really nice for 
us is that we keep getting to have a 
little touch in there in that we get to 
work with a lot of the pitchers still,” 

O’Brien said. “They start getting les-
sons at Keystone when they are  
6 years old. Not all of them, but 
pretty much every pitcher that’s 
gone through there we’ve had the 
privilege of working with and know-
ing. So we’ve got to have a little hand 
in it — it’s not a big one because Jim 
does such amazing things — but 
we’re glad we can still be a part.”

A lot on their plate
Piazza’s background focused on 

the area 43 feet from where the Key-
stone pitchers dominated — home 
plate. Actually, his coaching career 
began indoors.

“He was a student of mine and when 
he graduated he was the basketball 
coach at Lake Ridge Academy and he 
asked me to come watch him coach,” 
Dave Leffew said. “I was impressed 
with the way he handled his kids, they 
were very disciplined. When my JV job 
came open I asked him if he’d be inter-
ested and he goes, ‘In softball?’ I said, 
‘You know how to discipline and you 
know how to coach, the rest is going to 
be easy. You’re going to have pitching, I 
know that.’”

Leffew said Piazza’s JV teams lost 
just one game in his four years on the 
job. While his offensive approach was 
providing a huge boost, Piazza also 
brought a strict almost-military-like 
approach to off-the-field preparation.

“Jim made us run and I didn’t like 
that,” O’Brien said with a laugh. “My 
dad had a very specific conditioning 
program and when Jim came on he 
definitely upped that significantly. 
It’s intense.”

While the program’s list of All-Ohio 
pitchers was already lengthy, Key-
stone began adding big hitters to the 
list, including Stefan, who now is one 
of the top power hitters in the Big 
Ten at the University of Maryland.

“We’ve always had some offensive 
coaches, especially in regard to hitting, 
and I think it’s cool to see how both 
offensively and defensively the teams 
complement each other,” Stefan said. 
“Defense wins championships but 
scoring wins games, so I think there’s 
significance on both sides.”

One of the top offensive threats 
during the Wildcats’ national cham-
pionship season in 2012 was Erin 
Pond, who was a three-time All-Ohio 
first-team selection and the 2012 
Lorain County Player of the Year.

“I’m not surprised (Keystone is 
about to reach 1,000 wins) because 
this program really has a way of tak-
ing a good athlete and making them 
great,” Pond said. “I think most of us 
had the skill but the coaches were 
able to take us and mold us into the 
players we needed to be to have that 
level of success.

“We won 32 straight games that 
(2012) season and when you think 
about it, 32 out of 1,000 wins is noth-
ing really. But that just goes to show 
you the level of success the program 
has been able to reach consistently 
year after year.”

Four big moments
While every one of the 1,000 wins 

counts for one mark in the record 
book and many have special mean-
ing for hundreds of Wildcats players, 
the four state championship victo-
ries stand alone atop the list.

“I will never forget anything about 
that game, honestly,” Campbell said of 
the 2018 final that capped a 34-0 sea-
son and landed Keystone at No. 4 on 
the USA Today Super 25 final national 
standings. “It’s just a game that will 
stay with me for the rest of my life and 
I’m very thankful that it can count as 
one of those thousand wins.”

Malinkey needs her scrapbooks to 
help her with the 2006 final because 
she was so focused at the time she said 
she didn’t even know she had thrown a 
perfect game until it was over.

“I look at it as I didn’t do it by 

myself,” she said. “I had all my team-
mates with me and some of them 
made amazing plays in that state 
final game. You can’t do anything 
without all the hard work all season, 
and the coaches were amazing, so 
even though I get the credit I feel like 
it was a team effort for sure.”

The 2012 title came thanks to a 
7-2 win over Greenville in the final 
that capped a 32-0 season — Conrad 
was named the national player of 
the year and Piazza was the national 
coach of the year — while the Lef-
fews needed less than an hour to win 
4-0 over Springfield Kenton Ridge in 
the 1999 final.

“It was my senior year and the year 
my dad was retiring, so it was kind 
of the culmination of epic moments 
in our lives,” O’Brien said. “I lived 
on a change-up and it was the last 
inning and I was so excited because 
we pretty much knew we were going 
to win and I couldn’t throw the 
change-up to save my life. My dad 
comes out and I say, ‘My change-up is 
not going to work, it’s going too high, 
I’m too excited, I don’t know what 
to do.’ He has me throw the riseball, 
which I never threw, and we struck 
the last girl out on the riseball.

“That’s one of the big things I 
remember: I never threw a riseball 
and that’s the last pitch I threw in 
that game.”

Four big digits
While Keystone has had just five 

coaches during its 42-year and 
nearly 1,000-win run — Sue Kim-
brough coached the 2000 season and 
Larry Shaw ran the program in 2001-
02 — the first coach summed up the 
Wildcats’ legacy perfectly.

“Finding those two (Dave Leffew 
and Jim Piazza) was the perfect 
storm,” Suzanne Leffew said.

Dave finished with 428 wins in 20 
seasons and Piazza has 489 through 
18. Both are members of the Ohio 
Coaches Hall of Fame and both have 
been key to the Wildcats’ consistent 
run of success.

“(Reaching a milestone,) you get 
to kind of reflect back and remember 
some great plays, the state cham-
pionships and the state final four 
games,” Piazza said. “Obviously the 
biggest moment, and it’s kind of self-
ish as a dad, was the hit that Brooke 
had in the state championship game. 
I do remember Kristie Malinkey’s 
perfect game — her and I both didn’t 
realize she had a perfect game, that’s 
how focused we were on getting the 
job done because we were there three 
times before that and we fell short.

“I remember a game where we 
were losing to Hamilton Ross and 
Katie Bell was on second and we did 
a sacrifice bunt, and we had a play 
back then where on a sacrifice bunt 
you don’t stop at third, you go all the 
way home and she did and scored 
on a real close play at the plate to 
send the game into extra innings. I 
thought that was a pretty cool thing.”

The coolness of winning has been 
maintained throughout the first 
1,000, and everyone who has been 
a part of that impressive number 
expects cool things will continue for 
1,000 more.

“There’s nothing like playing 
for Keystone softball,” Stefan said. 
“That’s something that I think 
every single alumni can tell you. It’s 
something you’ll take pride in for 
the rest of your life. There’s always 
going to be a sense of pride when 
you’re playing for your small-town 
community. When you’re playing at 
the state tournament and you turn 
around and you see that sea of pur-
ple behind you, there’s nothing like 
that feeling.”

Contact Shaun Bennett at 329-7137  
or sbennett@chroniclet.com.  
Like him on Facebook and follow him  
@ShaunBennettct on Twitter.

All the wins
Year Record Coach
1978 5-6 Suzanne Leffew
1979 6-8 Suzanne Leffew (11-14)
1980 11-4 Dave Leffew
1981 11-5 Dave Leffew
1982 11-5 Dave Leffew
1983 10-4 Dave Leffew
1984 16-3 Dave Leffew
1985 21-4 Dave Leffew
1986 28-1 Dave Leffew
1987 22-5 Dave Leffew
1988 22-4 Dave Leffew
1989 20-1 Dave Leffew
1990 19-5 Dave Leffew
1991 27-4 Dave Leffew
1992 27-4 Dave Leffew
1993 26-4 Dave Leffew
1994 26-3 Dave Leffew
1995 25-4 Dave Leffew
1996 23-5 Dave Leffew
1997 22-9 Dave Leffew
1998 28-5 Dave Leffew
1999 33-0* Dave Leffew (428-79)
2000 24-1 Sue Scarbrough (24-1)
2001 23-6 Larry Shaw
2002 24-5 Larry Shaw (47-11)
2003 29-2 Jim Piazza
2004 31-3 Jim Piazza
2005 27-5 Jim Piazza
2006 32-2* Jim Piazza
2007 23-7 Jim Piazza
2008 27-5 Jim Piazza
2009 28-4 Jim Piazza
2010 24-5 Jim Piazza
2011 32-2 Jim Piazza
2012 32-0* Jim Piazza
2013 25-4 Jim Piazza
2014 27-4 Jim Piazza
2015 26-6 Jim Piazza
2016 28-5 Jim Piazza
2017 26-5 Jim Piazza
2018 34-0* Jim Piazza
2019 29-1 Jim Piazza
2020 Season canceled due to pandemic
2021 9-0 Jim Piazza (489-60)
Totals 999-165
* — won state championship

Keystone players hold up the state championship trophy after winning the third of the school’s four titles in 2012.                        
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