
The year was 1898, the place 
was a gridiron in Fostoria and the 
players ... well, it was kind of hard 
to tell one side from the other.

One report, according to ‘The 
Morning Republican,’ said Findlay’s 

players that day thought their ranks 
were being supplemented by some 
“unsuspected supporters.”

Not quite.
Turns out that for that historic 

first football game between the two 
schools, both teams had chosen uni-
forms with a red and black color 
scheme.

Bragging rights might have 
been the uppermost prize for that 
first football meeting. But officials 
decided to add an extra incentive, 
with the winning team getting to 
keep its colors and the losing team 
having to change.

Thanks to a 15-12 victory, Fos-
toria’s colors remain red and black 

to this day thanks to the outcome.
Thanks to some quick thinking 

by Edna Bigelow, a member of the 
spirit squad who was tasked with 
forming a committee to pick new 
school colors, Findlay has since 
been blue and gold, the colors she 
blurted out after no one showed up 
for her hastily arranged meeting 
and she was cornered in the hallway 
the Monday after the game.

That game back in 1898 began 

a historic rivalry between the two 
schools, who would go on to square 
off 75 times on the gridiron, includ-
ing one 39-year stretch where they 
clashed every season from 1930-
1968.

While team colors were no 
longer an issue following that first 
matchup, bragging rights always 
were. So was league status with 
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Kieffer wins 
motorcycle 
race in 
Harpster

HARPSTER – Mount 
Victory’s Miles Kieffer won 
the Senior Wildcat race 
Saturday at the competitive 
motorcycle events at the 
Flat Track Sports Center in 
Harpster.

Marion’s Ezra Rider from 
Marion took second in the 
Youth 50CC Junior Divi-
sion race, while two Marion 
residents, Lucian Joseph and 
Miles Riddle, took second 
and third, respectively, in 
the Youth 100.

The next events in Harp-
ster will be Aug. 21-22.

For Carli Lloyd, other older 
Olympians, age is just a number

TOKYO — Much has 
been made about Carli 
Lloyd’s age. The American 
forward will be — gasp! 
— 39 when the Olympics 
soccer tournament kicks off.

But for all the focus on 
Lloyd, she’s not even going 
to be the oldest athlete com-
peting in Tokyo.

Meet Formiga, who is a 
seemingly ageless 43-year-
old midfielder for Brazil. 
She’s one of a number of 
Olympians who are prov-
ing that, yep, age is just a 
number.

“You know, I literally 
haven’t switched off for 17, 
18 years. It’s been hard-
core craziness. I’m sure my 
husband and my family are 
going to be excited when 
I’m done playing because 
I’ll actually get to do things,” 
said Lloyd, who is in her 
fourth Olympics.

The oldest Olympic ath-
lete was a Swedish shooter 
named Oscar Swahn, who 
was 72 years, 280 days old 
when he won a silver medal 
in the 1920 Olympics.

But there’s a codicil to 
this distinction. For nearly 
40 years, the Olympics 
awarded medals in the arts. 
British artist John Copley 
was 73 when he won a 
silver medal in “painting 
and engraving” in the 1948 
Games. It was the last Olym-
pics that included art.

The oldest member of the 
United States team headed 
to Tokyo is Phillip Dutton, 
a 57-year-old equestrian who 
competes in eventing, a com-
bination of dressage, cross-
country and jumping. This is 
Dutton’s seventh Olympics. 
He won the bronze medal 
at the 2016 Rio Games to 
become the oldest U.S. med-
alist since 1952. He was the 
oldest American in Rio, too.

First-time sport skate-
boarding, added in an effort 
to attract a younger audi-
ence to the Olympics, isn’t 
only for the young. South 
Africa’s Dallas Oberholzer 
will try for gold at 46.

Lloyd is the oldest player 
on the U.S. soccer team that 
has the oldest average age 

— 30.8 — of any U.S. team 
that’s played in the Olym-
pics. Other older players 
include Megan Rapinoe and 
Becky Sauerbrunn, both 36.

“I don’t look at players by 
age because there’s so many 
other things that we look 
at before we see how old 
they are. The most impor-
tant thing is whether they 
perform or not, whether 
they’re going to be able to 
help us win the Olympics 
or not,” U.S. coach Vlatko 
Andonovski said.

For Lloyd, the fact that 
the Games were put off for 
a year was actually helpful. 
She had knee surgery, recon-
nected with her family and 
hired a new trainer.

“There’s been so many 
things that I’ve worked on 
and tried to finesse in the 
last year,” she said. “So, I’m 
actually, I think, in a better 
position than I was in 2020. 
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MATT SLOCUM / The Associated Press
PHILLIP DUTTON, a medal-winning equestrian on the U.S. Olympic team, smiles 
after a training session at his farm in West Grove, Pennsylvania, last year. The oldest 
member of Team USA headed to Tokyo is Dutton, a 57-year-old equestrian who 
competes in eventing, a combination of dressage, cross-country and jumping. 

PETR DAVID JOSEK / The Associated Press
CARLI LLOYD (above right), of the U.S., vies for the ball with Mizuho Sakaguchi, of Japan, during the Beijing 2008 
Olympics women semifinals soccer match in Beijing. Older Olympians will be proving that age is just a number in 
Tokyo. Lloyd is going to be 39 when she plays for the U.S. women’s soccer team, but she’s not even the oldest soccer 
player competing this summer. Formiga, who plays for Brazil, is 43. 

Kraken expansion draft to be milestone for Seattle

SEATTLE — When the calen-
dar flips to this time of year, there 
is normally a mix and anger and 
resentment for sports fans in this 
corner of the country.

Not this year. Not with one 
of the biggest moments yet in 
the creation of the newest NHL 
franchise about to take place on 
Wednesday night with the Seattle 
Kraken expansion draft, during 
which the team will set the foun-
dation for its first roster.

“I get emotional about this, but 
it was three-and-a-half years ago 
that the fans took this huge leap of 
faith,” Seattle CEO Tod Leiweke 
said. “And now it’s payback time.”

In an odd synergy of the calen-
dar, the pandemic-related changes 
to the NHL season landed the 
expansion draft at a time that 
brings back painful memories for 
sports fans in Seattle.

It was 15 years ago this week 
— July 18, 2006, to be exact — 
that the NBA’s SuperSonics were 

sold to owners from outside the 
region. A two-year fight followed 
that eventually led to the reloca-
tion of Seattle’s first pro sports 
team to Oklahoma City.

Seattle will finally get a winter 
pro sports replacement with the 
debut of the Kraken in October. 
Short of being awarded the fran-
chise in December 2018, and the 
completion of its home arena, the 
expansion draft is the biggest step 
for Seattle and filling the void of 
what was lost more than a decade 
ago.

“It’s really about the players 
and the fans and tomorrow is 
the coming together of those two 
things,” Leiweke said. “It’s just 
powerful. Some fans feel it’s a long 
time coming. For me, it’s been 
three-and-a-half years coming, 
got some gray hairs as a result of 
it. But I think the fans are going to 
really like what they see.”

The unveiling of the Kraken 
selections will be a quintessential 
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THE ICE and upper seating areas of Climate Pledge Arena are viewed during a media tour of the facility in 
Seattle last week. The arena will be the home of the NHL hockey team Seattle Kraken and the WNBA Seattle 
Storm basketball team as well as hosting concerts and other performing arts events. 

Tigers’ Turnbull 
getting Tommy 
John surgery

DETROIT — Tigers 
starting pitcher Spencer 
Turnbul l  wi l l  undergo 
Tommy John surgery and 
miss the rest of the 2021 
season and most or all of 
2022, the team announced 
Tuesday.

Turnbull, who threw a 
no-hitter against the Seat-
tle Mariners on May 18, 
was 4-2 with a 2.88 ERA in 
nine starts this season. He 
last pitched on June 4, then 
went on the injured list with 
a strained forearm.

The 28-year-old righty 
went 3-17 in 2019 as Detroit 
lost 114 games, but came 
back last season with a 4-4 
record and 3.97 ERA in 11 
starts.

“He’s been seeing an 
array of doctors and getting 
options,” Tigers manager 
A.J. Hinch said. “It wasn’t 
an abrupt injury, but he had 
some chronic damage from 
an earlier injury. Spencer 
came to the conclusion 
that it was in his best inter-
est, and quite frankly in 
our best interest, to have it 
done now.”

Turnbull will have sur-
gery later this month in his 
home state of Alabama.
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