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FAIRVIEW
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2021 STATE CHAMPIONS
Fairview Softball

Photo courtesy of Jeff Ankney
Fairview’s softball team celebrates after winning the OHSAA Division III state championship on June 6 at Firestone Stadium in Akron. The 
Apaches knocked off Canfield South Range 10-0 in six innings to win their first state softball title in school history. Pictured are (front row, 
from left) assistant coach Neeley McGill, Sydney Merritt, Carrie Zeedyk, Alyssa Merritt, Clair Shininger, Anna Ankney, Cassie Mavis, Emerald 
Rittenhouse-Starbuck and assistant coach Lindsay Imm; (back row) assistant coach Katelyn Dumire, head coach Staci Renollet, Jasmin Minck, 
Allison Rhodes, Paige Ricica, Olivia Ricica, Kiersten Cline, Zoe Appel, Gracie Brown, Kaylin Mack and athletic trainer Bryson North.

Dominating season results in Dominating season results in 
1st state title for the Apaches1st state title for the Apaches

By MICHAEL BURWELL
sportseditor@bryantimes.com

SHERWOOD — Fairview softball 
coach Staci Renollet did not have to worry 
about making sure her team was playing at 
its highest level during the OHSAA tour-
nament.

The Apaches peaked for nearly the en-
tire year and never came down.

“Our team, just the belief that we had in 
each other and the trust; It was also one of 
those rare teams where we just continued 
to play better the entire season,” Renollet 
said. “There was never really that lull or 
that setback in terms of trying to figure out 
how to play our best ball at tournament.

“... We played so well throughout the 
season. But once we did get to that district, 
regional, state level, everybody just had so 
much confidence.”

Fairview’s dominance at the plate, in the 
circle and defensively throughout the 2021 

season resulted in plenty of milestones and 
historic moments. The Apaches capped off 
the year with their first state championship 
in school history after cruising past Can-
field South Range 10-0 in six innings in the 
OHSAA Division III state final on June 6 
at Firestone Stadium in Akron.

“It was an amazing feeling,” senior 
shortstop Anna Ankney said. “It was great 
knowing that we came out as a team and 
played our game.

“Literally everyone stepped up when 
they had to, either if that was offense or 
defense. It was just amazing how we came 
out and played our game.”

The 2021 Apaches softball squad joined 
the 1989 girls basketball team as the only 
state team champions in Fairview histo-
ry. The girls basketball team went 28-0 in 
winning the Division III state title.

The statistics spoke volumes to how re-

markable of a season the Apaches had on 
the diamond.

After losing its season opener to Bryan, 
Fairview reeled off 28 straight victories to 
finish 28-1. The Apaches also went 7-0 in 
the Green Meadows Conference for their 
second straight league title (15th overall).

Fairview shattered a school record for 
wins in a season (2019 team went 22-2) 
and posted 13 shutouts, won 17 games by 
double digits and outscored its opponents 
351-44.

The Apaches, who finished No. 7 in 
Division III in the final Ohio High School 
Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association 
poll, outscored their four regional/state 
tournament opponents 40-9.

All four were state-ranked and finished 
with a combined 106-14 record.

“I knew coming in it was going to be a 
special season and a special team, no doubt 

about it. Obviously, anybody that loves 
sports and athletics, as a player or as a coach, 
that’s the dream to make it to that point,” 
said Renollet, who has a 367-133 record 
in 22 seasons as the Apaches’ coach. “For 
these girls and these parents and our com-
munity, I wanted that more than anything.

“But five out of the last seven years we 
get to the regional (semifinals), last couple 
years we didn’t really even come close in 
that game so I think our main focus was 
it takes a lot to get back to that level. That 
wasn’t a given either.

“So then with the expectations and 
some of the pressure to get there, that was 
kind of a focus point. Once we played so 
well against Otsego (in the regional semifi-
nal) … the last three were ranked in the top 
five. We beat the best to be the best.”

See TITLE on Page D2

“We beat the best to be the best.”
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Congratulations
Fairview Lady Apaches!

Photos by Michael Burwell
Fairview shortstop Anna Ankney (left) tags out Otsego’s Eve Serrato during a Division III regional soft-
ball semifinal on May 26 at Elida Middle School. Fairview catcher Olivia Ricica threw out Serrato, who 
was trying to steal second.

March 29 Bryan 1-3 L
March 30 Delta 24-0 W
April 5 Montpelier 20-2 W
April 6 Wauseon 9-7 W
April 8 Antwerp (GMC game) 19-0 W
April 13 Tinora (GMC game) 10-0 W
April 15 Holgate (GMC game) 14-0 W
April 16 Convoy Crestview 11-0 W
April 17 Montpelier 12-1 W
April 17 Montpelier 10-0 W
April 19 Defiance 14-3 W
April 23 Wayne Trace (GMC game) 8-1 W
April 27 Edgerton (GMC game) 11-1 W
April 29 Van Wert 10-2 W
April 30 Edon 18-1 W
May 1 Napoleon 6-0 W
May 1 Napoleon 9-0 W
May 4 Evergreen 13-4 W
May 8 Hicksville (GMC game) 11-0 W
May 8 DeKalb (Indiana) 33-1 W
May 11 Ayersville (GMC game) 14-0 W
May 13 Wauseon 7-5 W
May 14 Findlay Liberty-Benton
 (D-III sectional final) 5-0 W
May 18 Van Buren
 (D-III district semifinal) 8-2 W
May 21 Mount Blanchard Riverdale
 (D-III district final) 14-2 W
May 26 Otsego
 (D-III regional semifinal) 9-0 W
May 29 Cardington-Lincoln
 (D-III regional final) 11-1 W
June 5 Wheelersburg
 (D-III state semifinal) 10-8 W
June 6 Canfield South Range
 (D-III state final) 10-0 W

FAIRVIEW
SOFTBALL����

RESULTS

Fairview’s Emerald Rittenhouse-Starbuck fol-
lows through on a hit during the first game of the 
Apaches’ softball doubleheader against Napoleon 
on May 1 at Fairview High School.

Offensive firepower
Throughout the entire 

lineup, Fairview put up 
eye-popping numbers.

The Apaches had a .451 
batting average as a team 
and slammed 36 home runs. 
All nine regular players in 
the lineup batted .357 or 
higher, with three hitting 
.500 or better.

Ankney provided high-
light after highlight at the 
plate.

The Green Meadows 
Conference player of the 
year and first-team all-Ohio-
an, Ankney batted .644 with 
17 home runs, 14 doubles 
and two triples among her 
65 hits. She also drove in 63 
runs, scored 64 and stole 14 
bases.

Ankney’s 17 home runs 
tied her for 10th all-time in 
OHSAA history. Her final 
at-bat of her high school 
career was a towering solo 
home run to lead off the 
sixth inning in the state fi-
nal.

“It’s something that I 
will definitely remember 
forever,” Ankney said. 
“It was pretty nice when 
I hit it, I knew it was over 
and I was like ‘I think 
that’s going to be my last 
high school at-bat.’”

The firepower did not 
stop there for Fairview.

Sophomore Paige Ri-
cica batted .552 with two 
home runs, 13 doubles, 28 
RBIs and 32 runs; senior 
Kiersten Cline batted .514 
with three home runs, 
seven triples, 12 doubles, 
35 RBIs and 55 runs; and 
junior Alyssa Merritt had 
a .463 batting average 
with three home runs, 
nine doubles, 27 RBIs and 
32 runs.

Senior Olivia Ricica 
batted .454 with two home 
runs, five triples, 14 dou-
bles, 45 RBIs and 31 runs, 
while sophomore Allison 
Rhodes (five home runs) 

and senior Emerald Ritten-
house-Starbuck (two) both 
batted .388 with 26 RBIs. 
Seniors Clair Shininger 
(two home runs) and Cassie 
Mavis batted .382 and .357, 
respectively.

“Up and down the lineup, 
everyone could hit and even 
when one person got out, 
they knew that they could 
just rely on the next person 
to go up there and do their 
job,” Ankney said.

Pitching, defensive 
prowess

Fairview backed up its 
offense with stellar pitching 
and defense.

The Ricica sisters were a 
big reason why.

With Olivia Ricica call-
ing the pitches behind the 
plate, Paige Ricica racked 
up a 21-1 record in the circle. 
She had a 1.71 ERA with 
135 strikeouts and 23 walks 
in 127 innings pitched.

Junior Jasmin Minck 
added a 6-0 record with 
a 1.20 ERA. She had 42 
strikeouts and 15 walks in 
35 innings.

Defensively, Fairview 
committed just 24 errors. 
The Apaches held 23 of 
their opponents to less than 
three runs.

“Being a pitch-
er-and-catcher duo was 
pretty important, but I had a 
lot of confidence in our de-
fense,” Olivia Ricica said. 
“If Paige didn’t hit the spot 
— if I called a bad spot and 
they got a hit — I had all 
the confidence in the world 
in my teammates that they 
were going to make that 
play. Then our offense also 
played into keeping our de-
fense up with momentum.”

Added Paige Ricica: 
“Obviously, I knew I’d be 
able to trust my defense no 
matter what, even if people 
did get a hit, and then having 

that offense to back me up 
as well was really just nice 
knowing I had that security 
behind me.”

Lone setback
The only blemish during 

Fairview’s historic season 
came in its opener against a 
solid Bryan squad.

The Apaches mustered 
six hits against Golden 
Bears’ ace and eventual first-
team Division II all-Ohioan 
Addie Arnold in losing 3-1 
on March 29 at Recreation 
Park. Paige Ricica allowed 
just two hits, but Bryan, 
which finished 22-4 and 
won a Division II sectional 
title, took advantage of sev-
eral Fairview errors. 

“Going into the season 
obviously, we talk a lot 
about goal setting and where 
we want to be and where we 
think we can be,” Renollet 
said. “I don’t think a lot had 

Title (Continued from Page D1)

See TITLE on Page D3



D3 Wednesday, June 16, 2021 THE BRYAN TIMES

Dependable Service Since 1927

We deliver to your home,
farm or business. Contract

pricing & cap prices available.

800.962.9839

Propane • Lubricants • Fuel

Congratulations
Lady Apaches

Call for an appointment:
419-782-8332

1250 Ralston Ave., Defiance, Ohio 43512

Paula Sprow,
Family Nurse Practitioner

Cheers to your success
and wishing you
continued good health!

Dan & Jill Straley
Downtown Sherwood

419-899-4000          888-899-8820
straleyins.com

Great Job
Lady

Apaches!

Great Job
Lady

Apaches!

Photos by Michael Burwell
Fairview’s Clair Shininger (front right) follows through and watches her two-
run home run off Napoleon pitcher Madi Shank during the first game of a 
softball doubleheader on May 1 at Fairview High School.

Fairview’s Paige Ricica (left) throws the ball as Cardington-Lincoln’s Mikay-
la Linkous runs to first base during a Division III regional softball final on 
May 29 at Elida Middle School. 

Fairview’s Olivia Ricica steals second base on a 
passed ball during the first game of the Apaches’ 
softball doubleheader against Napoleon on May 1 
at Fairview High School.

Members of Fairview’s softball team celebrate 
with the regional championship trophy after the 
Apaches beat Cardington-Lincoln in a Division III 
regional final on May 29 at Elida Middle School.

to be said after that game, 
but I think it was pretty piv-
otal because from there — 
our drive was already (high) 
with this group of seniors 
and underclassmen filling in 
those rolls — the drive and 
the focus was there. But I 
think that definitely sparked 
us.”

Added Olivia Ricica: 
“When we were going into 
the season, we were like, 
‘OK, I’m assuming we’re 
going to be pretty good, 
whatever.’ We lost our first 
game and we’re like, ‘OK 
guys, we need to get our 
stuff together because that is 
not happening the rest of the 
season,’ and then it didn’t.

“We got our act togeth-
er.”

Fairview immediately 
responded. The Apaches 
throttled Delta 24-0 the next 
day and rolled past Montpe-
lier 20-2 on April 5.

“When we went into 
the season and then we had 
our first loss, we kind of all 
looked at each other like, 
‘What the heck just hap-
pened?’” Cline said. “But 
it was also like first-game 
jitters and we kind of didn’t 
play as well as we should 
have. But then to go 28 
games later, we were more 
confident than anything.”

Early OHSAA 
tourney tests

Several of Fairview’s 
closest victories came late in 
the regular season and at the 
start of OHSAA tournament 
play. After beating Wauseon 
9-7 on April 6, the Apaches 
edged the Indians again to 
close the regular season (7-5 
win on May 13).

The next day, Fairview 
(No. 2 seed in Lima Bath 
District) blanked No. 7 
Findlay Liberty-Benton 5-0 

to win a Division III section-
al title. It was the Apaches’ 
second-lowest scoring out-
put of the season.

Fairview jumped out 
to a 3-0 lead through three 
innings against No. 3 Van 
Buren in a Division III dis-
trict semifinal, but the Black 
Knights scored two runs in 
the fourth to trim the lead to 
3-2.

Fairview responded, 
though, with three runs in 
the fifth and two in the sixth 
to pick up an 8-2 victory.

“I think those were good 
for us because they helped 
us to step up and be ready,” 
Paige Ricica said. “We 
weren’t going to get easy 
games, and I think that was 
good for us. It definitely 
helped us.”

Liberty-Benton (17-9) 
and Van Buren (21-5), mem-
bers of the Blanchard Valley 
Conference, finished their 
seasons with solid records.

In the district final, Fair-
view put up eight runs in 
the first inning against No. 5 
Mount Blanchard Riverdale 
en route to a 14-2 victory 
over the co-BVC champs 
(finished 22-5, shared ti-
tle with Van Buren). The 
Apaches earned their sixth 
district championship in the 
last eight seasons.

Regional breakthrough
Fairview found itself in 

a familiar position in the 
regional semifinals, and the 
Apaches came through with 
a complete performance.

Merritt, the No. 8 hitter in 
the lineup, belted two home 
runs and Rhodes added one 
as Fairview reached its first 
regional final since 1998 af-
ter shutting out No. 9-ranked 
Otsego 9-0 on May 26 at El-

Title (Continued from Page D2)

Fairview’s Cassie Mavis (middle) runs to first base 
as Otsego’s Araha Burgy (right) fields a ground ball 
during a Division III regional softball semifinal on 
May 26 at Elida Middle School. Mavis got an infield 
single on the play.

2021 State Champs2021 State Champs2021 State Champs2021 State Champs
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Photo by Michael Burwell
Fairview’s Alyssa Merritt follows through and watch-
es her two-run home run during the third inning of 
the Apaches’ Division III regional softball semifinal 
against Otsego on May 26 at Elida Middle School.

Photo by Jonathan LeBlanc
Fairview second baseman Allison Rhodes throws the 
ball to first base during the Apaches’ softball game 
against Bryan on March 29 at Recreation Park.

Photo by Michael Burwell
Fairview’s Kiersten Cline throws to first base to com-
plete a double play after stepping on third base 
during the Apaches’ Division III regional softball 
semifinal against Otsego on May 26 at Elida Middle 
School.

Photo by Jonathan LeBlanc
Fairview’s Carrie Zeedyk runs to first base after hit-
ting the ball in the first game of a softball double-
header against Montpelier on April 17 at Superior 
Athletic Complex in Montpelier.

ida Middle School.
Prior to the 2021 season, 

Fairview had lost its previ-
ous three regional semifinals 
by a combined score of 30-
0, including a 12-0 defeat 
to Galion in five innings in 
2019.

“I think that was the 
game that we were proba-
bly the most nervous for be-
cause we’ve never scored,” 
said Ankney, who played 
in two of those losses. “As 
soon as I scored the first run, 
I was going crazy. I was like, 
‘We’ve got this.’

“After that game, we just 
let the pressure go off of us 
and we’re like, ‘OK, we got 
this.’ It’s history already and 
if we want to finish it, we 
can finish it strong with state 
finals.”

After ending Otsego’s 
season (24-5 record), Fair-
view kept its momentum 
going right into its regional 
final matchup with No. 3 
Cardington-Lincoln (26-
3). The Apaches won their 
first regional title and ended 
the Pirates’ string of three 
straight state tournament 
appearances by posting an 
11-1 victory in five innings 
on May 29.

Ankney went 3-for-4 
with an RBI single in the 
second inning, a two-run 
home run in the fourth and a 
grand slam well beyond the 
left field fence in the fifth.

Overcoming early jitters 
at state

Fairview reached the 
state’s biggest stage when 
the Apaches battled Wheel-
ersburg (26-2) in a state 
semifinal on June 5 at Fire-
stone Stadium.

A few early mistakes put 
Fairview behind.

Two errors led to two 
Wheelersburg runs in the 
top of the first inning, and 
after Boo Sturgill’s two-run 
homer in the second, Fair-
view quickly fell behind 4-1.

“Obviously, we were a 
little bit tight. You could tell 
we were nervous in war-
mups,” Renollet said. “Our 

defense committed more 
errors than we normally 
do (five for the game), but 
that was a tribute to Wheel-
ersburg as well, who was a 
great, great team.”

One swing of the bat 
from Ankney gave momen-
tum back to Fairview as her 
grand slam in the bottom of 
the second scored Shininger, 
Merritt and Rhodes to give 
the Apaches a 5-4 lead.

Fairview added two 
more runs in the third for a 
7-4 lead, but Wheelersburg 
responded with three runs 
in the fourth to tie the game. 
Shininger’s RBI triple to 
right field and Ankney’s 
RBI groundout put Fairview 
ahead 9-7 after five innings, 
and Merritt’s RBI double 
scored Rhodes to make it 
10-7 after six.

Sydney Skiver’s one-out 
solo home run in the seventh 
cut Wheelersburg’s deficit to 
two, but Paige Ricica forced 
a foulout and a groundout to 
end the game.

“I think it was just the 
whole setting kind of made 
everyone a little nervous and 
it was hot and all the sounds 
and stuff,” Cline said. “But 
once we had our first at-bats 
and our first few outs, I think 
we were pretty settled and 
ready to win.”

Fairview’s bottom of the 
lineup — Rhodes, Paige Ri-
cica, Merritt and Shininger 
— combined for 11 of the 
Apaches’ 15 hits. Merritt 
finished with four hits, in-
cluding a double, and three 
RBIs; Rhodes doubled and 
had two singles; Shininger 
had a triple, single and RBI; 
and Ricica added two hits.

Ankney, in the leadoff 
spot, finished with two hits 
and five RBIs.

Golden finish
In a season full of dom-

inating performances, Fair-
view saved perhaps its best 
for last.

Ricica rifled a three-hit 
shutout in the circle, her 
teammates played errorless 
defense behind her and the 

Apaches racked up 12 hits 
to topple Canfield South 
Range (30-4) in the state fi-
nal.

First state tournament ap-
pearance. First state title.

“It was really just surreal. 
The fact that we won and we 
were even at state was just 
blowing my mind,” Cline 
said. “We won, but we beat 
them by a run rule, which 
was crazy to me.”

Added Olivia Ricica: 

“Honestly, it kind of felt like 
slow motion. I was calling 
the pitches and I was like, 
‘Oh my gosh, OK, one more 
out.’ Everything just went in 
slow motion and then Allison 
caught (the final out at sec-
ond base) and I was like, ‘Oh 
my gosh we just won.’ It was 
super crazy and then we all 
ran out onto the field. It was 
the best feeling in the world.”

Title (Continued from Page D3)
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Photos by Michael Burwell
Fairview’s Anna Ankney (right) rounds third base and high fives head 
coach Staci Renollet after hitting a grand slam during the fifth inning of 
the Apaches’ Division III regional softball final against Cardington-Lincoln 
on May 29 at Elida Middle School.

Fairview’s Paige Ricica delivers a pitch during the 
Apaches’ Green Meadows Conference softball 
game against Ayersville on May 11 at Fairview 
High School.

Paige Ricica needed 
just 57 pitches (42 strikes) 
for her performance. She 
had three strikeouts and no 
walks in six innings.

“She’s been unreal as a 
sophomore this whole entire 
season facing great, great 
offensive teams,” Renollet 
said. “It’s just her compo-
sure and her competitive-
ness as an athlete that the 
moment is never too big for 
her.”

Offensively, five Fair-
view players recorded mul-
tiple hits as the Apaches 
scored two runs in the top of 
the second inning, four in the 
third and four in the sixth.

Shininger ripped a two-
run double in the second in-
ning; Olivia Ricica smacked 
a two-run double in the third 
and a two-run single in the 
sixth; and Paige Ricica hit 
an RBI single in the third 
and sixth. Mavis, Merritt 
and Cline also had two hits 
apiece.

Time to celebrate
A large contingent of 

Fairview fans were at the re-
gional and state tournament 
games. Even after the state 
championship game end-
ed early in the evening, the 
community celebrated later 
that night.

The team rolled into Sher-
wood around 11:30 p.m. 
and celebrated through the 
town and at the elementary 
school.

“There were the fire 
trucks and I guess the most 
amazing thing is it’s a Sun-
day night at like midnight, 

so it’s not really conducive 
to having this big parade 
and welcoming us back,” 
Renollet said. “That was 
just so huge for the girls 
and I think during the entire 
tournament trail of parents 
doing things to really make 
it special for them and the 
community doing things to 
make it really special for 
them. Getting back at that 
hour after four days and just 
what they’ve done this sea-
son I think was just a great 
ending for my girls.”

Added Olivia Ricica: 
“There were a few peo-
ple out of their houses in 
Sherwood, so we honked 
at them and waved at them 
and stuff. When we got 
back here (at the school), 
everyone had just woken 
up from a nap so everyone 
was a little tired. But the 
whole community was out 
here even though it was 
11:30 and it was crazy.”

The team had a parade 
through Sherwood again 
on Sunday night with a re-
ception in the elementary 
school afterward to recog-
nize the accomplishments.

Special bond
When asked what they 

will remember most about 
the 2021 season, Renollet, 
Ankney, Cline and the Rici-
cas had a common answer.

The bond, togetherness 
and camaraderie the players, 
coaches and fans had stood 
out the most.

“One thing I’m for sure 
going to remember is all the 
positiveness and the whole 
(lack of) drama. We always 
go through that and some 
teams are better than others, 
but this year, it was literally 
the most fun I think anyone’s 
ever had,” Cline said. “We’d 
go in every game and we’d 
come out losing our voice. 
We’d always just scream for 

everyone and have fun.
“To me, that’s important 

... to have that connection 
with the team and we’ll nev-
er lose that ever.”

Renollet, who has had 
plenty of success in leading 
Fairview to GMC, section-
al and district champion-
ships, said bringing home 
the school’s first regional 
and state titles was special 
as well.

“I’ve obviously been 
there a long time, I’ve had 
the best assistant coaches 
you could have. I’ve had the 
best players; Their families 
have all become family to 
me. Just like you dream of 
playing at state as a player, 
you also dream of that as a 
coach,” Renollet said. “For a 
lot of people, that never gets 
to come true. We’ve been 
right there these last eight 
years or so, and this group 
just decided to take it upon 
themselves that they were 

going to be that group that 
got us going.

“… Even though these 
last four teams we’ve 
played actually have been 
ranked in the top 10 of the 
state the whole season, I 
think the girls, I told them 
(June 6), short of playing 
like the Olympic team, I 

didn’t really know who it 
would be right now that 
these girls wouldn’t just go 
in and continue to play the 
way we played the whole 
season, just because how 
close they are and how 
much they trust each other 
and just loved playing until 
that final day.”

Title
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