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A walk on the Wild side
The Keystone program spent years fighting insignificance, 

failing to post winning seasons and struggling to earn respect.
The Wildcats hope to earn a whole lot more this season 

as a trio of All-Ohio players — running back Gideon Lampron, right, 
wide receiver Ryne Shackelford, left, and quarterback Konner Rodick — 

expect to keep the momentum building after
the greatest season in program history last year. 
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T
he Keystone football program 
doesn’t have the storied his-
tory that many of the schools 
in Lorain County boast.

The Wildcats suffered through years 
of mediocre football, sometimes cele-
brating a 5-5 season because it ended 
long streaks of losing records. Not 
long ago you could count the number 
of winning seasons on one hand.

Those days appear to be over, as 
coach Don Griswold and his staff 
have elevated Keystone to one of the 
top programs in the county. Not only 
that, the Wildcats are serious state 
championship contenders in Divi-
sion IV this season.

“Any time people want to say pos-
itive things about your program it’s a 
blessing and it’s a lot of fun,” Griswold 
said. “Based upon the competitive 
excellence we’ve had the last two years 
plus with the core nucleus we have 
coming back and having the most kids 
we’ve had on the team in at least eight 
years, there’s a lot of positivity around 
the program and inside the program.”

A lot of those good vibes are gen-
erated by the All-Ohio trio of senior 

running back Gideon Lampron, junior 
wide receiver Ryne Shackelford and 
junior quarterback Konner Rodick. 
They are among the best at their posi-
tions in Northeast Ohio and have cre-
ated a buzz by sharing a huddle.

“It’s a lot of fun to have those guys 
on the same team,” Griswold said. 
“We’re able to coach to a fine detail 
and nuances that are required to be 
able to compete with the best teams 
in Division IV.”

The back and ’backer
Lampron made his presence known 

as a sophomore on defense and is still 
considered one of the most fearsome 
linebackers in the area.

But the 5-foot-11, 215-pounder 
pulled double duty last season and 
dropped jaws as one of the most 
productive running backs in Ohio. 
In eight games — including a pair of 
postseason matchups — Lampron 

rushed for 1,608 yards on 183 carries 
(8.8 yards per attempt and 201 per 
game) and scored 19 touchdowns. He 
also finished with 61 receiving yards 
and a touchdown catch.

“I didn’t really play too much 
offense my sophomore year so I 
didn’t really expect to have that much 
success,” Lampron said. “That obvi-
ously is going to be a goal now, to be 
better than last year.”

On the other side of the ball, 

Lampron led the Wildcats with 121 
tackles (15.1 per game), 14 tackles 
for loss and six sacks. He also had a 
pair of interceptions, one of which he 
returned for a touchdown.

“We don’t have an MVP but if we 
did it would be his, just because he’s 
so valuable on both sides of the ball 
with his production,” Griswold said. 
“Just an outstanding talent and an 
even better human being.

See COVER, E3
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Title transformation

Keystone quarterback Konner Rodick hands to Gideon Lampron last season against Clearview.

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE FILE
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Team goals
Wellington’s returning five 

All-Ohio players want the 
individual success to translate 
to a lot of victories. E6

Golden honor
Elyria’s Andrew Palos won’t 

let go of the gold shirt given to 
the team’s best hustlers and 
leaders. F1

New home
Elyria and new league foes 

excited for its arrival in the 
challenging Southwestern 
Conference. F1

Staying within himself
Midview quarterback Ethan 

Surdock is a big-time playmaker 
but learned from offseason film 
study he doesn’t need to try to 
do everything on every play. F2

Kickin’ it
Avon and Avon Lake 

have loads of talent, and 
that includes kicker. Avon’s 
Nathanial Vakos and Avon 
Lake’s Owen Wiley have 
shown their strong legs and 
reliability in big moments. F6

The more the merrier?
With the playoffs expanding 

this year, area coaches are 
split on whether that’s a good 
thing. F7

Size isn’t everything
Elyria Catholic’s Archie 

Kenny may not look like a 
prototypical middle linebacker 
but he’s tough, smart and has 
a lot of heart. G1

New digs
The Panthers will debut their 

fancy turf field in Week 2.  
G2

Picking winners
The Chronicle-Telegram staff 

makes its annual Pick-It Line 
predictions for the season. G5

Towering targets
Vermilion’s pair of 6-foot-5 

receivers, Bryce Hoerig and 
Ayden Bath, should help lift 
the Sailors out of their recent 
struggles. G6

Lonely guy
Lorain’s Jacob Addis is 

one of only two starters left 
from 2019 after the Titans 
didn’t have a season last year 
during the pandemic. The new 
coaching staff will rely on him. 
H1

Unfinished business
Midview alum Dustin Crum 

delayed taking a shot at the 
NFL to return to Kent State for 
another season in hopes of 
winning the MAC title. H3

Lessons learned
While the pandemic remains 

an issue, coaches glad to 
have a full season and sense 
of normalcy. H4

Where and when
Schedules for all the area 

teams. H6

League breakdowns
Team capsules, the best at 

each position, ranking the 
teams and numbers to know 
for all of the conferences with 
area teams.
Lorain County League ... E7
Southwestern Conference ... 
F3-4
Great Lakes Conference ... 
G1, G3
Sandusky Bay Conference ... 
G6-7
Lake Erie League ... H1-2
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“He’s also an elite-level 
teammate. He takes the 
freshmen under his wing and 
guides them … he’s built to 
last. The old Bob Seger song, 
‘Like a Rock’ … that’s him.”

A rather 
smooth rock 
after the wear 
and tear he 
received play-
ing all over 
the field last 
season.

“It’s defi-
nitely tough,” 
Lampron 
said. “Last 
year I didn’t 
really under-
stand how 
tiring it would 
be. I was still 
on special 
teams for the 
first week, 
but we had 
to switch 
some things 
so I could get 
a few more 
breaks. Con-
ditioning’s 
been a really 
big thing. My 
favorite side’s 

probably defense, but offense 
is nice. We’ll have a couple 
more guys getting some car-
ries this year, too.”

Any plays off will be appre-
ciated. Maybe even more so 
by the opposing coaches and 
players.

“I’ve been so impressed with 
Gideon, even going back to 
his sophomore year with what 
he was able to do at the inside 
linebacker position, and when 
he burst on the scene as a run-
ning back it was eye-opening 
for all of us,” Columbia coach 
Jason Ward said. “We knew 
that he was going to end up 
there but I don’t think every-
body could see just how effec-
tive he could be at that posi-
tion, not just running people 
over, but he’s light on his feet 
and he’s really good.”

The receiver
The simple game plan for 

Ward and others would be to 
load up the box to slow Lam-
pron.

Shackelford makes that a 
really bad idea.

The 6-0, 178-pound wide-
out hauled in 34 passes for 
729 yards (21.4 yards per catch 
and 91 per game) and nine 
touchdowns last season. He 
rushed for 98 yards and a pair 
of touchdowns, and added 
140 kickoff return yards and 
two more TDs.

“He’s a dynamic athlete 
who can score anywhere at 
any time. He can take a sim-

ple 5-yard bubble screen and 
score with it,” Griswold said. 
“Teams know where he’s at 
and they don’t want to kick to 
him. We are going to give him 
more snaps on defense this 
year to take advantage of that 
athleticism.”

In a handful of series at cor-
nerback, Shackelford finished 
with nine tackles and a pair of 
interceptions. He also punted, 
averaging 29.3 yards.

“I’m kind of excited about 
that actually,” Shackelford 
said of playing free safety. “I 
feel like there’s a good chance 
for two Shackelfords (brother 
Zach is an incoming fresh-
man) to be playing defense at 
one time this year, and I think 
our defense is going to look 
pretty solid.”

Shackelford, like Lampron, 
was named to the Division IV 
All-Ohio first team last season, 
and he followed the honor with 
an incredible spring, winning 
the Division II state champion-
ship in the long jump and plac-
ing fourth in the 100 meters.

“Speed is very important on 
the football field and when I 
go to the (college) camps and 
I run my 40 (-yard dashes) 
and they see like a 4.4 there, 
they’re pretty impressed with 
that,” he said.

While all the success as a 
sophomore appeared to jus-
tify his hard work, Shackelford 
said he quickly put it behind 
him and began looking toward 
this season.

“He’s never satisfied,” Gris-
wold said. “He just deadlifted 
over 500 pounds, spent all 
summer going to college 
camps all over the Midwest 
just trying to improve his 
game and get around some 
of the best coaching, so that’s 
what I really appreciate about 
Ryne. He’s athletic certainly, 
but he’s always hungry to keep 
getting better.”

Speed or strength might 
not even be Shackelford’s best 
attribute.

“Shackelford is an amazing 
player and it’s just hard to get 
your hands on him,” Ward said. 
“It’s one thing to be elusive but 
to avoid any sort of contact the 
way he does is really impressive 
in person and on film.

“The inside-outside com-
bination of Shackelford and 
Lampron is bad enough, but 
the quarterback play they’re 
getting is matching those two 
guys, so it certainly poses a 
problem for all the teams on 
their schedule, that’s for sure.”

The quarterback
Those opponents breathed 

a sigh of relief when quar-
terback Jake Shackelford — 
Ryne’s other brother — gradu-
ated after winning the Golden 
Helmet Award as Lorain 
County’s top senior in 2019.

See COVER, E4

Receiver Ryne Shackelford runs past a trio of Columbia defenders last year. He caught 34 passes for 729 yards and nine touchdowns.
THOMAS FETCENKO / CHRONICLE FILE

The Keystone stars took time last week during practice to pose for photographs. Top, running back Gideon Lampron 
sticks a foot in the ground to make a cut. Middle, quarterback Konner Rodick shows off his high release.  
Bottom, receiver Ryne Shackelford hauls in a pass.

ANGELO ANGEL / CHRONICLE PHOTOS

Lampron

Shackelford

Rodick

TREMENDOUS 
TRIOS

Three can be company, a 
crowd and unforgettable. 

Keystone has its trio, so 
here are some of the most 
memorable threesomes of 
all time.

Film
Star Wars: Luke Skywalker, 

Princess Leia, Han Solo
Harry Potter: Harry, Ron, 

Hermione
The Stooges: Larry, Curly 

and Moe
The Good, the Bad and the 

Ugly

TV
Charlie’s Angels: Sabrina, 

Jill, Kelly
Three’s Company: Jack, 

Janet, Chrissy
Friends: Monica, Rachel 

and Phoebe

Music
Bee Gees: Barry, Robin, 

Maurice
Rush: Greedy Lee, Alex 

Lifeson, Neil Peart
Nirvana: Kurt Cobain, Dave 

Grohl, Krist Novoselic
The Three Tenors: Luciano 

Pavarotti, Placido Domingo, 
Jose Carreras

NBA
Lakers: Magic Johnson, 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, James 
Worthy

Celtics: Larry Bird, Kevin 
McHale, Robert Parish

Bulls: Michael Jordan, 
Scottie Pippen, Dennis 
Rodman

NFL
Cowboys: Troy Aikman, 

Emmitt Smith, Michael Irvin
49ers: Joe Montana, Roger 

Craig, Jerry Rice
Steelers: Terry Bradshaw, 

Franco Harris, Lynn Swan

Miscellaneous
The Three Musketeers: 

Athos, Porthos, Aramis
Rice Krispies: Snap, 

Crackle and Pop
S’mores: Chocolate, 

marshmallow, graham crackers



    PILING UP THE NUMBERS
	 	 	 	 Ryne	Shackelford,	left

     Position: Receiver
     Size: 6-foot, 178 pounds
      Stats
     34 catches
     729 yards
     21.4 yards per catch
     9 TDs
     98 rushing yards
             2 rushing TDs
                140 kickoff return yards
                 2 INTs on defense
                 29.3-yard punting average

	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 Gideon	Lampron,		
	 	 	 	 	 	 middle

                   Position: Running back/
                                   linebacker
                   Size: 5-11, 215
                                        Stats
                              1,608 rushing yards
                               8.8 yards per carry
                              201 yards per game
                                       19 TDs
                                   61 catches, TD
                                             121 tackles
                                          14 tackles for loss
                                      6 sacks
                              2 interceptions
              1 INT return for TD

  							Konner	Rodick,	right
              Position: Quarterback
              Size: 6-3, 185
                   Stats
    63.2 completion percentage
               1,455 yards passing
            16 touchdowns
                   2 interceptions
                  128.1 QB rating
           44 rushing yards
                         2 TDs

COVER
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Griswold replaced him 
with Rodick, and the 6-3, 
185-pounder produced an 
extraordinary sophomore 
season.

He completed 91 of 144 
passes (63.2 percent) for 
1,455 yards (16 per comple-
tion and 181.9 per game) 
and 16 touchdowns, just two 
interceptions and a 128.1 QB 
rating. He rushed for 44 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns, 
threw for two 2-point conver-
sions and rushed for a 2-point 
conversion.

“We run a spread triple 
option, so he has a lot of 
options on our offense,” 
Griswold said. “Take what the 
defense gives you, so there’s 
a lot of computing that goes 
on in his brain prior to that 
snap, and that’s only going to 
accelerate. Smart kid, student 
of the game and in Year 2, 
coming in knowing he’s going 
to be a starter, knowing that 
he can get with the offensive 
coaches and use the game 
film to continue to study and 
get better … the sky’s the limit 
for him, as well.

“He’s got all the physical 
tools. A tall, strong kid that’s 

got a slew of athletes around 
him that continue to make 
him better, which gives him 
more confidence. So it has a 
synergy to it that is a lot of fun 
to be a part of.”

Rodick, who landed on the 
All-Ohio second team, said 
he indeed has plenty of con-
fidence with a successful var-
sity season under his belt and 
he is expecting the Wildcats 
to build off the momentum 
they created last year. He also 
wants to open up his personal 
arsenal, which could help 
Lampron get some of that 
needed rest.

“Last year the coaches 

didn’t have me running the 
ball at all off the option, so in 
my eyes I’ve always wanted to 
improve on that,” Rodick said. 
“Have me be more of a rush-
ing threat … but I have lots of 
things to improve on.”

Rodick also helped out in 
the secondary, finishing with 
13 tackles, an interception 
and a fumble recovery. He 
said this season he’ll focus 
on just running the offense, 
which potentially could 
be one of the best units in 
county history.

“I feel more confident 
in him. He’s put in a lot of 
work during the offseason,” 
Lampron said. “He’s proba-
bly one of the best throwing 
quarterbacks our school has 
seen. Him and Ry have a 
special connection. We had 
our 7-on-7 at Norwalk and 
he was airing it out. Him with 
(tight end) Christian Pataky 
and (receiver) Evan Maiden … 
they were doing some special 
things.”

The	others
While Keystone has three 

All-Ohio players returning, 
Griswold said there are two 
other seniors — mentioned 
above by Lampron — that 
contribute so much to the 
team’s success he sees it as 
the Wildcats having five top 
guys.

The coach calls Pataky his 
“human Swiss Army knife” 
after he spent time at quarter-
back, fullback, tight end and 
wide receiver last season. He 
also finished with 90 tackles 

at the other inside linebacker 
position next to Lampron.

“He’s the ultimate team-
first guy and we just get a lot 
of production from him no 
matter where we put him,” 
Griswold said. “If he was on 
this team without Gideon and 
some of the other guys, every-
body would be asking him the 
questions and he would be 
getting a lot more press, but 
he’s a quiet professional and 
an outstanding teammate.”

Maiden would be another 
two-way superstar if Shackel-
ford and Lampron weren’t in 
the offensive lineup, accord-
ing to Griswold.

“He’d get a lot more touches 
offensively and he’s really 
good for us defensively,” the 
coach said. “He’s the strongest 
kid on the team. He plays 
tailback, wide receiver, full-
back — anywhere we want on 
offense — and then he also 
stars at defensive end for us. 
He looks like a prototypical 
athletic 4-3 defensive end 
coming off the edge, eight-
pack abs, that kind of kid.

“He kind of gets lost in the 
fold with Christian because of 
those other three.”

The quintet will be relied 
on heavily for production 
and leadership, but Keystone 
has plenty of solid players 
surrounding the core. It’s also 
one of the biggest pools of 
talent Griswold has had in 
his five years — 24 freshmen 
came out for football this sea-
son — and he believes there 
will be a few guys ready to 
step up and join the others 

when people discuss Key-
stone’s elite.

“That’s going to continue to 
be a focus for us and the coach-
ing staff,” he said. “We have to 
get guys up to speed really soon 
and that’s where we’re going to 
earn our money as coaches, and 
how well we do with those guys 
is going to have a big impact on 
what we can achieve.

“Those first five guys are 
outstanding and everyone’s 
going to know that. They’re 
going to get theirs. We’re really 
going to make our money in 
that six through 15 or 20 guys 
on our roster.”

The Wildcats will look 
to earn their third straight 
playoff berth — they have 
three total in program history 
— then look to get over the 
hump against Ohio’s elite.

Keystone was eliminated 
from the postseason the past 
two seasons by the eventual 
Division IV state champion 
— Clyde in 2019 and Van Wert 
last year — yet led each of 
those matchups at halftime.

“There’s definitely pres-
sure,” Lampron said of the 
high expectations. “But pres-
sure’s a privilege as our head 
coach would say, and not too 
many other teams have that. 
All the success brings a lot 
of eyes and things that other 
people don’t get. We’ve put 
in the work to get to our goal 
this season and I definitely 
think we can get it.”

Contact Shaun Bennett at 329-7137  
or sbennett@chroniclet.com.  
Like him on Facebook and follow him 
@ShaunBennettct on Twitter.
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Gideon Lampron carries the ball last season against Wellington.

The Bank With The Personal Touch

SPENCER (330) 648-2441 • WELLINGTON (440) 647-9355

DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE Ryne Shackelford competes in the long jump May 7  
at the Vermilion Invitational. He won the Division II  
state championship.

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE FILE
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1115 East Broad St.                             Elyria
440-366-FORD (3673)

GO
PIONEERS!

The EHSPMB Boosters

wish GOOD LUCK

to our football team! 

BUSINESS EQUIPMENT
Fax Machines • Typewriters

Copiers • Computers • Printers
Software Accessories • Phones

and more

Sales and Service

365-2288 • 1-800-238-8973
591 Cleveland St., Elyria: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9:30-1

Cobos Insurance Center
Your protection is our priority.

Auto Home Life
Business

www.CobosInsurance.net

Elyria
440-324-3732

Avon Lake
440-933-5223

323 Middle Ave. Elyria
www.dickenfuneralhome.com

Personalized & Affordable 
Cremation Options

440-322-3224

There is a Difference...

DICKEN

Independent Local Family Owned & Managed

Elyria High Athletic Boosters
Financially Supporting Elyria High Athletes 

LARGE 1 TOPPING

PIZZA $895
With any high school game ticket stub

���� ���� ��������
��� �������� �
	� ������

����� ��������

(PICKUP ONLY)

Sun.-Thur 11 am - 11 pm • Fri. & Sat 11 am to 1 am

Owned & Operated By Aaron Freas-Since 2003 • www.facebook.com/sambinoselyria

725 Sugar 
Lane

Elyria, OH
440-365-0015

GO
PIONEERS!

ecotreeservices.com
7474 Deer Trail Lane • Lorain, Ohio 44053

440-988-4470

Go Pioneers!

LAUBENTHAL-MERCADO
Funeral Home

LORAIN COUNTY
CREMATION SERVICES, LLC

38475 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
at Rt. 57, Elyria

(440) 322-4626
laubenthalmercado@gmail.com

Go Pioneers!

Elyria
PIONEERS

8/20 Elyria Catholic Home

8/27 Bedford Home

9/3 Lorain Away

9/10 Berea-Midpark Away

9/17 Avon, Home

9/24 Olmsted Falls Away

10/1 North Ridgeville Home

10/8 Avon Lake Away

10/15 Amherst Home

10/22 Midview Away

2021 Schedule



E6    Thursday, August 19, 2021      The Chronicle-TelegramHIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 2021

cyan E6 magenta E6 yellow E6 black E6

cyan E6 magenta E6 yellow E6 black E6

LORAIN COUNTY LEAGUE

Todd Shapiro
The Chronicle-Telegram

Across Ohio, 43 Division VI  
All-Ohio players return for this 
season.

Five of them will show off their 
skills on the southern edge of Lorain 
County.

Wellington enters the season with 
a fearsome fivesome of All-Ohioans: 
second-team wide receiver Jon Bra-
see, second-team linebacker Drew 
Unangst and offensive lineman Jace 
Diedrick, defensive back Ty Moore 
and punter Cayden Sherepita, all of 
whom were third-team selections.

While the individual accolades are 
special, don’t expect the Dukes to rest 
on the laurels.

“Yeah, having five All-Ohio guys 
is nice, but it just means we have a 
bigger target on our back,” Unangst 
said. “It’s nice to have but it’s just a 
title. We come out to play football, we 
don’t care about any of that, we just 
want to go out and win.”

Unangst, who led the Dukes with 
92 tackles, is among a group of 
seniors who have faced their share of 
adversity in their high school careers. 
They began their freshman year with 
only 17 players on the roster, missed 
out on the playoffs by fractions of a 
point as sophomores and endured 
the 2020 season that will always be 
remembered more for COVID-19 
than for wins and losses.

“I’m excited for the season. I 
think all of the seniors are excited,” 
Unangst said. “We’ve grown up play-
ing together since middle school and 
this is the moment we’ve been wait-
ing for for a long time.

“When we were in middle school 
we’d come up and watch the high 
school team practice. We always 
envisioned being those guys and 
dreamed about that moment, and 
now it’s here and we’re ready to take 
it on.”

Moore is a mainstay in the defen-
sive backfield and at wide receiver for 
the Dukes, who went 3-6 last season. 
He hopes the individual honors laid 
the framework for team success this 
year and into the future.

“We’ve had the success as individ-

uals, now we’ve got to pass that down 
to the younger kids and pass it on 
from generation to generation. That’s 
how championship teams are made,” 
Moore said. “If we could restore the 
tradition of Wellington I feel like that 
would put the cap on the bottle of 
our senior year. My dad played here 
and won a conference championship 
here. It would be great to have a con-
nection with that.”

Brasee, the leading receiver with 26 
catches and six touchdowns, was also 
the second-leading tackler with 62.

“It’s all about believing in the 
coaches. The coaches have made this 
fun,” he said. “Even when we were 
losing, we loved being out here and 
loved being around each other. We 
stuck through it and now it makes 
everything so much better.

“Winning would mean even more 
than any award. Football isn’t an I 
sport, it’s a team sport. Lining up 
against your rivals with your best 
friends and giving it your best shot is 
the greatest feeling.”

When asked his goals for the sea-
son, Brasee didn’t mention repeating 
as All-Ohio. Instead his focus is on 
bringing a Lorain County League 
championship to Wellington for the 
first time.

“I remember my freshman year 
that feeling of winning just one game 
and how amazing that felt,” he said. 
“I can’t wait to experience the feeling 
of winning a conference champion-
ship. I’ve put so much work into this 
stuff it gives me the chills just think-

ing about it.”
Diedrick, a four-year starter and 

two-way lineman, is ready to see the 
growth the Dukes have experienced 
during his tenure turn into wins.

“It’s literally crazy to go from hav-
ing 20 guys when I was a freshman 
to having 50 guys now,” he said. “We 

did a lot of recruiting, a lot of talking 
to friends, a lot of posting on social 
media to try to get guys to come out 
and see if they’ll like football.

“It would mean the world to have 
success as a team. Some of us have 
had individual recognition but it 
would be so much more satisfying to 

have success as a team.”
Sherepita is the only returning  

All-Ohio selection who is not a  
four-year starter, only because he 
didn’t attend Wellington until his 
sophomore year. Although he earned 
his All-Ohio award as a punter, he 
also had 25 tackles and was a starter 
on the offensive line.

“Seeing how much I’ve grown 
from sophomore year to this year is 
insane. I’ve dedicated myself to foot-
ball and being in the weight room,” 
Sherepita said. “We know we have to 
outwork every team on our schedule 
because we want to chase the dream 
of winning a conference champion-
ship this year.”

Wellington coach Rob Howells 
knows many of the hopes for this 
season rest on the shoulders of his 
Big Five.

“They are the core of our team,” 
he said. “Four of those guys are four-
year starters. They help hold the 
team to a high standard and make 
sure we’re doing the right things on 
and off the field.

“We have to live up to our stan-
dards and win. If we have a good 
season and can get to the playoffs, 
these seniors who are graduating will 
have left their legacy on the program 
and it will make those that follow 
more confident in what’s going on 
here and more apt to want to play 
Wellington football.”

Contact Todd Shapiro at 329-7135  
or ctsports@chroniclet.com.

Stars search for team glory
Wellington’s All-Ohio returnees, from left, receiver Jon Brasee, linebacker Drew Unangst, offensive lineman Jace Diedrick, defensive back Ty Moore and punter Cayden Sherepita.

BRUCE BISHOP / CHRONICLE

Wellington receiver Jon Brasee heads upfield during a game against Keystone in 2019.

ANNA NORRIS / CHRONICLE FILE

Linebacker Drew Unangst returns an interception last season against 
Vermilion.

DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE

Dukes’ five
All-Ohioans
committed
to turning
honors into
lots of wins



GET TO KNOW: 
OWEN MENGE, 
COLUMBIA

POSITIONS: Wide 
receiver, running back, 
defensive back

TOP 
STAT: 
Led the 
Raiders 
with 
1,251 all-
purpose 
yards last 
season. 

OTHER 
SPORTS: 

Basketball and baseball 
FAVORITE SPORTS 

TEAM: Cleveland Browns
FAVORITE PRO 

ATHLETE: Tyreek Hill
FAVORITE SPORTS 

MEMORY: Winning the 
first district championship 
in school history with the 
Columbia baseball team 
last spring. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: 
He likes to fish, golf and 
bowl. He also works as a 
full-time landscaper in the 
summer. 

COACH’S QUOTE: 
“Owen was our overall 
team MVP last year, he 
does so much for us on 
both sides of the ball.” — 
Jason Ward
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PROJECTED ORDER OF FINISH

Quarterback: Konnor Rodick, Keystone
Threw for 1,455 yards and 16 touchdowns last year as a sophomore.   

Running back: Gideon Lampron, Keystone
One of the best in Ohio last season, Lampron rushed for 1,608 yards  

and 19 touchdowns in just eight games.   

Receivers: Ryne Shackelford, Keystone,  
and Jon Brasee, Wellington

Shackelford was the leading receiver in the high-powered Wildcats offense, 
catching nine touchdowns. Brasee led the Dukes with 26 receptions and 
scored six touchdowns. 

Offensive lineman: Travis Owen, Black River
The four-year player is a key to the Pirates’ success in the running game.

Defensive lineman: Jace Diedrick, Wellington
An All-Ohio selection last year, he had 45 tackles, including five for a loss.   

Linebackers: Hayden Garrow, Columbia,  
and Christian Pataky, Keystone

Garrow led the Raiders in tackles for the second year a row and earned 
All-Ohio honors. Pataky, who had 83 tackles, is the heart and soul of the 

Wildcats defense. 

Defensive back: Ty Moore, Wellington
Another of Wellington’s All-Ohioans is the leader of the defensive backfield.  

Kicker: Eric Groesser, Black River
Made five field goals as a freshman. 

Punter: Cayden Sherepita, Wellington
He is also a starter on offense and defense and was recognized as one of the top 

punters in Division VI last season.  

Athletes: Owen Menge, Columbia,  
and Kenny Grobolsek, Brookside
Neither fits easily into a spot on the depth chart because they can be found helping 

their teams at multiple positions. They are two of the most dynamic and exciting 
players in the LCL.  

Coach: Don Griswold, Keystone
In five years he has transformed the Wildcats from perennial also-rans to two-time 

defending Lorain County League champions. And the best may be yet to come this season. 

BEST OF THE BEST

LORAIN COUNTY LEAGUE

Keystone’s Gideon Lampron (4) celebrates his touchdown run with Christian Pataky last season against Wellington. 
Lampron is the LCL’s top returning running back, and Pataky one of its best linebackers.

DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE

Columbia’s Owen Menge is one of the reasons the Raiders 
are expected to build off their strong finish to 2020.

DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE

TEAM CAPSULES
Black River Pirates

COACH: Kyle Clark, 3rd year (10-10) 
2020 RECORD: 5-5, 3-3 LCL
STRENGTHS: With almost all of their skill position players 

returning, led by 1,000-yard rusher Joseph McKean, the Pirates 
should be able to score with the elite teams in the LCL. With eight 
returning starters, a defense that improved as the season went 
along in 2020 should be even better. 

WEAKNESSES: Black River has a lot of talent at the line of 
scrimmage, with 6-foot-2, 265-pound senior Travis Owen leading the 
way, but it is lacking varsity experience. How quickly young players 
can adjust to varsity football may decide how far the Pirates go.  

PLAYOFF HISTORY: The Pirates, who lost to Columbia 47-7 in 
the opening round of the 2020 Division VI playoffs, have a 9-12  
all-time record in 12 postseason appearances. 

SCOUTING REPORT: Black River worked hard in the offseason 
to get off to a fast start. The Pirates hope a tough non-league 
schedule will have them ready to make a run at the top of the LCL 
and a 13th postseason appearance.

Brookside Cardinals
COACH: Scott O’Donnell, 3rd year (4-16 at Brookside, 29-41 

including his five years at Lake Catholic) 
2020 RECORD: 2-8, 1-5
STRENGTHS: With a solid senior class and more than  

20 returning letterwinners, O’Donnell’s work to turn around the 
program is evident. Brookside has one of the area’s best athletes in 
senior Kenny Grobolsek. If Michael Gomes and Jake Montgomery 
play their expected roles in the offense, look for them to find the 
end zone often this season.   

WEAKNESSES: Depth is still a concern for the Cardinals, who 
have one of the smallest rosters in the LCL. Defense remains a 
concern, as they’ve given up 20 or more points in 27 consecutive 
games dating to 2018. 

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Brookside made the first playoff 
appearance in school history in 2020, losing to defending  
Division IV state champion Clyde 42-6. 

SCOUTING REPORT: While it’s not always apparent on the 
scoreboard, Brookside has made huge strides over the last two 
years. The players appear to be more dedicated and the  
non-league schedule has been beefed up. Now it’s time to see if 
the Cardinals can turn that into success in the LCL.   

Clearview Clippers
COACH: Mike Collier, 15th year (88-55) 
2020 RECORD: 2-6, 2-4
STRENGTHS: Although the Clippers are a young team, they 

return a pair of talented senior wide receivers in Isaac Nickoloff and 
Terrance Cavin, who they hope can serve as anchors of the team 
while the younger players mature.  

WEAKNESSES: Clearview struggled to score points a season 
ago, getting shut out three times. With just five seniors on the 
roster, the Clippers will need to identify playmakers to have any 
hope of competing in the LCL.  

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Clearview has made the playoffs 18 times, 
including finishing as state runner-up in 1972 and 1978. The 
Clippers made their third consecutive postseason appearance in 
2020, losing to Bryan 42-12 in the opening round. 

SCOUTING REPORT: With a roster nearly devoid of senior 
leadership and without a true home field in 2021 — the Clippers 
will play their home games at George Daniel Field while a 
construction project continues on their campus — Collier will face 
one of the toughest challenges of his career. But don’t count this 
Clearview team out as they have number of young, hungry players 
ready to add to the Clippers storied football tradition.    

Columbia Raiders
COACH: Jason Ward, 16th year (101-57) 
2020 RECORD: 7-3, 4-2
STRENGTHS: Columbia returns the core of its team on both 

sides of the ball. The Raiders bring back two of their top three 
tacklers, junior Hayden Garrow and senior Dominic Governale, 
and a pair of quarterbacks in Andrew Champagne and Carter 
Kalamasz, who both have two years of varsity experience. The 
Raiders have all of the pieces in play for a big season. 

WEAKNESSES: The Raiders will have to get off to a fast start 
to achieve their goal. Columbia started 0-2 last year and 0-5 in 
2019. With a tough non-league schedule, it needs to hit the ground 
running and build momentum for the LCL grind.   

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Columbia has made the playoffs 10 times, 
with eight of those appearances coming since 2010. The Raiders 
won their second postseason game in school history last year when 
they defeated Black River 47-7 in the opening round in Division VI. 

SCOUTING REPORT: Columbia has the size up front, led by 
Nick Stopiak and Nick Reljin, and leaders on both sides of the ball 
like Owen Menge and Cody Davis. They should allow the Raiders 
to be in a position to make a deep postseason run.  

Firelands Falcons
COACH: Ryan O’Rourke, 5th year (24-16)
2020 RECORD: 8-2, 5-1
STRENGTHS: The Falcons return senior quarterback Kyle Ransom. 

Although Firelands ran the ball a lot last season, Ransom was 
extremely efficient when he put it in the air. Coming off two playoffs 
wins, the Falcons have a new swagger and heightened expectations.  

WEAKNESSES: The Falcons graduated a talented senior class and 
will need younger players to step up this season, especially on defense.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Firelands made the postseason for the 
third time in 2020 and won the first playoff games in school history, 
defeating Upper Sandusky and Napoleon. 

SCOUTING REPORT: Firelands is coming off one of the best 
seasons in school history, so the question is what the Falcons will 
do for an encore. If Corey Newark and Weston Strader can put up 
big numbers at running back, it could be another big year. 

Keystone Wildcats
COACH: Don Griswald, 5th year (25-14) 
2020 RECORD: 7-2, 6-0 
STRENGTHS: The Wildcats enter 2021 with an embarrassment 

of riches on offense: quarterback Konnor Rodick, who had an  
8-to-1 touchdown-to-interception ratio last year, running back 
Gideon Lampron, who averaged 200 yards a game, and wide 
receiver Ryne Shackelford, who caught nine touchdowns. On 
defense Keystone brings back its top two tacklers, Lampron and 
Christian Pataky, who combined for more than 200. 

WEAKNESSES: Depth and the weight of heightened expectations. 
Overall the Wildcats are younger than they were a season ago, 
so they need to keep their stars healthy. A few short years ago 
a winning season was cause for celebration in LaGrange, now 
anything less than a deep playoff run will be a disappointment. 

PLAYOFF HISTORY: In their third postseason appearance, 
Keystone finally found success last year, defeating Edison 46-27 
before falling to eventual Division IV state champion Van Wert in 
the regional quarterfinals.   

SCOUTING REPORT: Although the LCL looks to be tougher than 
it was a year ago, regular-season success should be a given for 
Keystone. The biggest question is whether the Wildcats learned 
enough from their playoff experiences to play deep into November. 

Oberlin Phoenix
COACH: Mike Akers, 5th year (9-28) 
2020 RECORD: 0-7, 0-6
STRENGTHS: The Phoenix persevered through a challenging 

2020 season and emerged with some leaders who will make the 
team better this fall. Andrew Yarber has a year of experience at 
quarterback and Dayvion Witherspoon is a strong, powerful rusher 
who will give defenses fits. 

WEAKNESSES: Oberlin has one of the smallest rosters in the 
LCL, so it remains to be seen if the grind of a 10-game season 
will wear down players who only played seven games last fall. The 
Phoenix come into the season with a 17-game losing streak, so it 
must figure out how to react in the second half of a close game. 

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Oberlin played in the postseason for the 
first time in 25 years in 2020, losing to Brookfield 57-22. 

SCOUTING REPORT: The Phoenix appears to be headed in the 
right direction. If it can get an early win, it would go a long way.  

Wellington Dukes
COACH: Rob Howells, 4th year (10-19)
2020 RECORD: 3-6, 2-4
STRENGTHS: The Dukes have key players with a lot of varsity 

experience, including a quartet of All-Ohio seniors who are also 
four-year starters: wide receiver Jon Brasee, linebacker Drew 
Unangst, lineman Jace Diedrick and defensive back Ty Moore.

WEAKNESSES: Wellington gave up 28 points per game last season 
and must do better to be a contender in the LCL. Over the past two 
years the Dukes have developed a number of outstanding individual 
players but must prove they can put it all together as a team.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: The Dukes made their first playoff 
appearance in nearly a decade last fall, losing to Mineral Ridge 
40-8. Wellington is 4-9 all time in playoff games.

SCOUTING REPORT: Wellington is one of the biggest question marks 
in the LCL. The Dukes have the talent to compete for a spot at the top, 
but will they be able to take the leap from three wins to seven or eight? 

—  Todd Shapiro

1. Keystone
The Wildcats have never lost an LCL game, and there’s no reason to 

expect them to start anytime soon. 

2. Columbia
After winning seven of its last eight games in 2020, Columbia hopes to 

pick up where it left off. 

3. Firelands
The Falcons lost a lot of talent to graduation, but coach Ryan 

O’Rourke has the program at a level where success is expected. 

4. Wellington
The Dukes are a team that can win on any given Friday but may not be 

able to do so on a consistent basis. 

5. Black River
The run offense should be top-notch. If the Pirates can stop the run 

and pass the ball, they could finish much higher.  

6. Brookside
The Cardinals have made big strides over the past two years, and now 

is the time to turn the progress into wins. 

7. Clearview
The Clippers are usually near the top of the league standings, but with 

only five seniors it will be a rebuilding year.  

8. Oberlin
Still looking for its first LCL win. Expect it to come this season. 

—  Todd Shapiro

BY THE NUMBERS 

3
Lorain County League teams (Keystone, Firelands and Columbia)  

that won playoff games last year.  

4
Home games for Wellington to start the season

25
Keystone’s average margin of victory 

in its 13 LCL games over the last two years. 

1,608
Gideon Lampron’s rushing yards for Keystone last season.  

2020 STANDINGS
 Conf. Total
Keystone 6-0 7-1
Firelands 5-1 8-2
Columbia 4-2 7-3
Black River 3-3 5-5
Wellington 2-4 3-6
Clearview 2-4 2-6
Brookside 2-4 2-8
Oberlin 0-6 0-7

TOP GAMES 
Vermilion  
at Firelands, Sept. 3

The Stillman Cup is always the 
most anticipated game of the year 
for both teams. 

Brookside  
at Clearview, Sept. 10 

This border battle will be the 
first of four LCL home games the 
Clippers will play at George Daniel 
Field this season. 

Columbia  
at Keystone, Oct. 15

This could be the game that 
decides the LCL title.  

Wellington  
at Black River, Oct. 22

These traditional rivals meet in 
Week 10 when a playoff berth, or 
at least playoff seeding, will be on 
the line.

BROOKSIDE’S 
KENNY  

GROBOLSEK
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LARGE 1 TOPPING

PIZZA $895
With any high school game ticket stub

���� ���� ��������
��� �������� ��
	 ������

����� ��������

(PICKUP ONLY)

Sun.-Thur 11 am - 11 pm • Fri. & Sat 11 am to 1 am

Owned & Operated By Aaron Freas-Since 2003 • www.facebook.com/sambinoselyria

RT. 57 &
1111 E. BROAD ST. 
ELYRIA
440-366-6446
www.BuyAbraham.com

GO
PANTHERS!

Nick Abraham

1115 East Broad St.                             Elyria
440-366-FORD (3673)

GO
PANTHERS!

OPEN Daily - 8am - 6pm
Sunday  8am - 2pm

1854 Broadway • Lorain, OH
(440) 244-5173 

Ohio’s #1 Independent Grocery Store
By Ohio Grocers Association

Fligners/MeatUsHere

Find Us On

Flignersmarket.com

ecotreeservices.com
7474 Deer Trail Lane • Lorain, Ohio 44053

440-988-4470

Go Panthers!

LAUBENTHAL-MERCADO
Funeral Home

LORAIN COUNTY
CREMATION SERVICES, LLC

38475 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
at Rt. 57, Elyria

(440) 322-4626
laubenthalmercado@gmail.com

Go Panthers!

Elyria Catholic
PANTHERS

8/20 Elyria Away

8/27 Perkins Home

9/3 Midview Away

9/10 Holy Name Home

9/17 Rocky River Home

9/24 Fairview Park Away

10/1 Westlake Away

10/8 North Olmsted Home

10/15 Bay Away

10/22 TBD

BUSINESS EQUIPMENT
Fax Machines • Typewriters

Copiers • Computers • Printers
Software Accessories • Phones

and more

Sales and Service

365-2288 • 1-800-238-8973
591 Cleveland St., Elyria: Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9:30-1

2021 Schedule

Good Luck 

PANTHERS! 

Backing All Elyria Catholic Athletes 



A
ndrew Palos doesn’t want to give up his gold shirt. The Elyria High senior wide 
receiver earned it in practice and he’s not about to lose it. “It’s like being a captain 
or a leader,” Palos said. “Other guys see you in it. They look up to you to make sure 
you’re doing everything right. You always give 110 percent. Everyone else looks up to 
that. It’s a pride thing. Your hustle doesn’t go unnoticed.”

“It is a pride thing,” said Devlin Culliver, who is in his third year as Pioneers coach. 
“Once your pride kicks in, you get a gold shirt, you want to hang onto it. It’ll be a lit-
tle bit embarrassing to lose it just because of lack of hustle. That’s something you 
can control. We can’t control if a kid hustles or not.”

The gold shirt has become a status symbol. Everyone on the 
team wants to earn one. Palos got the first one handed out this 
year to follow up his season-long status from a year ago.

“One of my assistant coaches — Isaac Johnson — came up 
with the idea a couple years ago,” Culliver said. “Just to give 
us some incentive. The yellow shirts are for the kids who give 
us 100 percent every day — practice and in games and scrim-
mages. It has nothing to do with whether or not they messed up 
on a play. It’s about work ethic and hustle. Being positive, being 

a leader.”
Then if the shirt fits ... because that’s Palos.
“It’s not only seniors getting it,” Palos said of the gold shirt. “There’s been a 

few freshmen that have a gold shirt. Definitely anyone can earn it. It’s just giv-
ing 110 percent in everything you do.”

“He’s one of those quiet kids,” Culliver said. “He leads by example. Last 
year he had a great junior year for us. Unsung hero, made some big plays for 
us. Consistent every week. We just expect him to take it to the next level this 
year. Great leader. He was the first recipient of the gold shirt. He had one last 
year and kept it for 10 weeks. He knows if you earn it for 10 weeks, you get to 
keep it. I’m assuming he’s going to keep it this year.”

Palos has been a big contributor since his sophomore season. He caught 14 passes 
for 190 yards and three touchdowns two years ago, then improved to 17 catches and 
319 yards with a long of 62 last season. He also scored a pair of touchdowns.

“He’s our guy,” Culliver said. “He’ll be one of our main weapons we’ll use on the 
outside and he’ll play some slot.”

See PALOS, F5
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SOUTHWESTERN CONFERENCE

This leader’s good as gold
For Elyria senior Andrew Palos, wearing the gold jersey is a sign of pride. It’s earned by giving maximum effort at all times, whether in practice or games, and he doesn’t plan to give it up.

ANGELO ANGEL / CHRONICLE

Culliver

Kostelnik

Elder

Change is in the air this fall and it should 
add spice to the local football scene.

Elyria High is now a member of the South-
western Conference, renewing rivalries with 
Midview and North Ridgeville from the old 
Erie Shore Conference while starting new 
ones with Amherst, Avon and Avon Lake in 
Lorain County and Berea-Midpark and Olm-
sted Falls from nearby Cuyahoga County.

Gone from the SWC are North Olmsted 
and Westlake, following Lakewood, which 
left last year, to the Great Lakes Conference. 
At one time, the SWC had only one Lorain 
County school. It now has six.

The longest bus rides Elyria will have are 
trips to Berea and Olmsted Falls, as opposed 
to the hour-long treks to Mentor and Solon 

it had as a member of the Greater Cleveland 
Conference.

“It’ll be nice,” said Isaiah Johnson, one of 
Elyria’s 21 returning lettermen. “Better to 
stay close than travel an hour away.”

“Going into this new league will help us 
out a lot,” Elyria coach Devlin Culliver said. 
“It’s still stiff competition but it’s different 
for us. We were one of the smallest schools 
in the GCC. Playing field is a little more even 
for us. It’s tough driving all the way from 
Elyria to Mentor. Those long trips and then 
you have to get off the bus and play tough 
opponents. Made for a tough life for us.”

“I like the new rivalries,” said Elyria senior 
Zander Lowery, a three-year starting offen-
sive lineman. “I’m not underestimating any 
of those teams out there but I’d like to see 
what they’ve got. I’d like to be prepared for 
any challenge when I get on the field.”

Elyria didn’t fare well in the GCC, losing 
its last 23 games.

“They were in a brutal league, so it’s kind 
of tough to gauge exactly what they’ll do,” 
Avon Lake coach Matt Kostelnik said of the 
Pioneers. “I’ve met (Culliver) several times 
and he seems to be a great guy. It’s going 
to add another level of competition to our 

league. Having another big school in our 
conference is only going to elevate our 
competition.”

The Shoremen have won 11 of the 13 
times they’ve faced the Pioneers — many 
by wide margins. Avon, on the other hand, 
has never played Elyria in football, but 
Eagles coach Mike Elder welcomes the 
challenge.

“Elyria certainly understands how to 
compete because they were in a league that 
was ultra-competitive,” he said. “I think our 
league got better bringing in Elyria. Elyria is 
used to great competition.”

“We’re definitely excited,” Avon senior 
linebacker/running back Trevor Norman 
said. “They’re going to be tough but we’re 
going to be ready.”

See ELYRIA, F5

Tim Gebhardt
The Chronicle-Telegram

CONFERENCE CHANGES

Elyria happy to be new kid on block
Pioneers thrilled to be out of tough GCC;
SWC members excited for new challenge

Elyria’s Palos all about hustle
and effort ... and making plays

Tim Gebhardt
The Chronicle-Telegram

Palos

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE FILE

Elyria’s Andrew 
Palos looks for 
running room 
against Strongsville 
last season. Palos is 
a senior leader and 
one of the team’s 
top contributors as 
a wide receiver and 
defensive back.
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E
than Surdock has made a lot 
of big plays in his two sea-
sons as Midview’s starting 
quarterback. That’s unlikely 

to change this season. 
The senior has been the focal point 

of the Middies offense ever since 
he won the starting job in 2019. But 
after the team experienced a 1-7 
season a year ago, he’s come to an 
important realization.

“Last year I learned that you don’t 
really need to make the big play every 
play,” Surdock said. “It’s all about 
down and distance, just take what the 
defense gives you, and no matter the 
score one play is not going to change 
it. That’s one thing I learned while 
watching my film this offseason, I’d 
try to make a big play when I didn’t 
need to. This year I need to dial it 
back, take what the defense gives me 
and make a play when I need to.”

Midview’s seniors are hungry to 
prove they’re better than last year’s 
record, and with Surdock at the helm 
they have a good chance to do so.

Senior linebacker Tyler Smith 
described him as the “all-around 
package,” and it’s hard to argue with 
that. Surdock accounted for 72 percent 
of the team’s offense — throwing for 
1,276 yards and 10 touchdowns while 
leading the team with 311 rushing 
yards and six touchdowns.

As a sophomore in 2019, he threw for 

1,673 yards and completed 56.9 percent 
of his passes for 14 touchdowns and 11 
interceptions. He was again the team’s 
leading rusher with 498 yards on 102 
carries and four touchdowns.

“He’s definitely multidimensional,” 
Midview coach Luke Beal said. “He’s 
one of the fastest players on the team. 
He has great speed so there are a lot of 
things he can do well. He’s really bright 
and this offseason he committed to 
improving his strength. He’s one of our 
best leaders. It’s always great to have a 
quarterback with experience, but Ethan 
brings more than that to the table. We 
really build our offense around him.”

As good as Surdock is, he’s worked 
to get better. One area of focus has 
been his accuracy on the deep ball. 
He spent a lot of time with his receiv-
ers over the summer to get the timing 
down for each one. He also worked 
on figuring out when he needed to 
get more air under the ball, when to 
take a little off a pass and throwing 
it so that the tip of the ball will come 
down first, making it easier to catch.

That focus went hand-in-hand with 
another area: his footwork. Surdock 
attended college camps to make sure 
he comes out of his drop-backs bal-
anced and knowing how to distribute 
his weight in the right places. He also 
wants to make sure his footwork is 
precise on every route.

“Ethan is accurate on short passes and 
his deep ball, but the best part about 
him is that he can run,” senior wide 
receiver/cornerback Bryce Newton said. 

“If there’s ever an issue on my part 
getting open, I trust him to run the ball 
or hit another receiver. We go back to 
seventh grade, so we’ve been paying 
together for a super long time now.”

Not many athletes get a chance 
to have the spotlight on them as a 
sophomore, and it took awhile for 
Surdock to realize just how many 
eyes were on him in 2019. That all 
changed in Week 7 against Olmsted 
Falls, when he made a number of big 
plays to lead the Middies to a 28-21 
upset on homecoming.

“That’s when I knew people were 
looking at me the whole game, not as 
a sophomore, but as a varsity quar-
terback,” Surdock said.

“As a sophomore I really didn’t think 
about it too much, that people will 
always look up to you when you’re 
at quarterback no matter how old 
you are. I now know that people are 
always watching my energy, and the 
way I act on the field goes down the 
line from juniors to sophomores to 
freshmen and even the kids in middle 
school. I always need to keep my head 
up, keep their head up and make sure 
they’re doing what they need to do.”

And with his electric playmaking 
ability, he can change momentum in 
a heartbeat.

“It brings the confidence up for 
everyone when we see Ethan making 
those plays,” Smith said. “It gives 
everyone an energy boost and makes 
the defense want to go out there and 
just get him the ball.”

Chris Sweeney
The Chronicle-Telegram

SOUTHWESTERN CONFERENCE

Surdock takes stock

Quarterback Ethan Surdock accounted for 72 percent of Midview’s 
offense last year but film study showed him he doesn’t have to go for 
the big play every time. He just needs to focus on making the best play.

ANGELO ANGEL / CHRONICLE

Midview QB can do it all but decided he wants  
to do it all better, so he went to college camps, 
watched film and worked on his weaknesses

ecotreeservices.com
7474 Deer Trail Lane • Lorain, Ohio 44053

440-988-4470

Go Phoenix!

1115 East Broad St.                             Elyria
440-366-FORD (3673)

GO
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PHOENIX

8/20 Plymouth Away

8/27 Lutheran East Home

9/3 Brooklyn Away

9/10 Keystone Away

9/17 Firelands Home

9/24 Wellington Home

10/1 Black River Home

10/8 Columbia Away

10/15 Clearview Away

10/22 Brookside Home

2021 Schedule
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SOUTHWESTERN CONFERENCE
TEAM CAPSULES
Amherst Comets

COACH: Kenny Fritz, 1st year
2020 RECORD: 4-3, 4-2 SWC
STRENGTHS: Torre Weatherspoon enters his third year starting at running back 

and has built off each season — rushing for 468 yards and seven touchdowns as a 
sophomore and then 579 yards and four touchdowns in seven games last season. 
Senior R.J. Morales and sophomore Nick Mazze will spell him on the ground.

WEAKNESSES: If the Comets want to continue running the ball, their offensive 
line will need to come together. The unit was one of the best in the area last 
season but lost four starters. However, seniors Mark Poalson and Logan Steward 
should be up to the task of replacing them.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Eight appearances. Lost to North Royalton 48-45 in the 
Division II, Region 6 first round last year.

SCOUTING REPORT: Fritz takes over for Mike Passerrello, who ended a run 
of six straight losing seasons when he took over, leading the Comets to a 19-11 
record with winning seasons in each of his four years on the job. To keep that 
success going, Amherst will need to replace 12 starters, including first-team  
All-Ohio honoree Alden Steele at safety, two-year starting quarterback Tyler 
Brezina, second-team All-Ohio wide receiver Ty Weatherspoon and third-team  
All-Ohio defensive lineman Lavell Gibson.

Avon Eagles
COACH: Mike Elder, 15th year (148-25)
2020 RECORD: 10-1, 6-0
STRENGTHS: Avon always seems to have a strong team, but this year its 

defense looks particularly solid with seven returning starters. Its two leading 
tacklers — junior Gavin Ehrhardt and senior Trevor Norman — will anchor the 
linebacking unit. And the team returns one of the most reliable kickers in Nathanial 
Vakos, who is a nationally ranked recruit.

WEAKNESSES: It’s hard to call the offense a “weakness,” but Avon will have 
to replace nine starters, including quarterback Niko Pappas, who won the Lorain 
County Golden Helmet Award as the area’s top senior and plays for Baldwin 
Wallace. The Eagles routinely lose strong senior classes, so their pipeline should 
be ready to fill the gaps. 

PLAYOFF HISTORY: 14 appearances. Won three matchups with one forfeit last 
season before losing to Archbishop Hoban 28-14 in the Division II state semifinals, 
the team’s fourth straight trip to the Final Four.

SCOUTING REPORT: Avon has become a Division II power with five trips to the 
state semifinals since 2011 and seven trips to the regional final during that span. 
The Eagles will once again be the favorites in the SWC, having won the last five 
titles (co-champions in 2018). 

Avon Lake Shoremen
COACH: Matt Kostelnik, 5th year (35-10)
2020 RECORD: 8-2, 5-1
STRENGTHS: Running the ball is the bread and butter of the Shoremen offense, 

and to do so it will need a strong offensive line. Seniors Joe Lubertozzi, Brady 
Shildwachter and Hunter McHugh all return from one of, if not the, best offensive 
lines in the area last season. And senior Owen Wiley gives the Shoremen an edge 
most other teams don’t have — a reliable kicker who can make clutch kicks and 
change field position.

WEAKNESSES: Last year Avon Lake returned just about everyone, but this 
year that’s far from the case. The Shoremen have to replace 15 starters, including 
their quarterback, top two running backs and nine members from a defense that 
shattered records during the last two seasons. 

PLAYOFF HISTORY: 21 appearances. Won three matchups before losing to 
Avon 20-17 in the 2020 Division II, Region 6 final, the team’s second straight trip 
to the regional final.

SCOUTING REPORT: Avon Lake has been dominant the last two seasons with 
a 19-4 record, but all four losses have come to Avon — including the last two 
Division II, Region 6 championship games. Despite losing one of the most talented 
senior classes in its rich history, Avon Lake should remain a factor in both the 
SWC and postseason.

Berea-Midpark Titans
COACH: Jon Hunek, 6th year (20-30)
2020 RECORD: 4-6, 2-3
STRENGTHS: The Titans sported one of the league’s best passing attacks last 

year and the entire core of that unit returns. Three senior receivers — 6-foot-2 Devin 
Johnson, who is committed to Miami (Ohio), and first-team All-Ohio selection Jack 
Arnold and the shifty DeAngelo Borders — give senior quarterback Luke Devins 
a plethora of targets from which to choose. Devins piled up 3,029 yards and 35 
touchdowns with the trio accounting for the bulk of that production.

WEAKNESSES: Stopping opponents was once again an issue for the Titans in 
2020. Berea-Midpark allowed at least 34 points in four of its six losses and only 
once held an opponent to under 20 points in a loss.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Three appearances. Lost to Canton McKinley 54-26 in the 
Division I, Region 1 first round last season.

SCOUTING REPORT: Berea-Midpark averaged 29.3 points per game in 2020 
and has scored at least 40 points in 24 of its last 60 games. With a great group 
of receivers and a talented senior quarterback returning, that offense should be 
formidable yet again. But the defense allowed 38.2 points per game and will need 
to improve if the Titans are to challenge for the conference title.

Elyria Pioneers
COACH: Devlin Culliver, 3rd year (4-16)
2020 RECORD: 3-7, 0-5 Greater Cleveland Conference 
STRENGTHS: A slew of returning lettermen, including 11 starters, should give the 

Pioneers solid depth. Lance Glover is a 215-pound junior who ran for 377 yards and 
three touchdowns and was also a force at linebacker with 37 tackles, a sack and a 
forced fumble. He and fellow junior Isaiah Johnson should make a formidable duo 
at linebacker as Johnson led the team with 94 tackles while adding two recovered 
fumbles and a touchdown. Senior Andrew Palos gives Elyria an experienced 
target at receiver with 17 catches for 329 yards and two touchdowns, while senior 
Alexander Lowery will anchor the offensive line at center.

WEAKNESSES: The Pioneers lose two of their biggest playmakers in running 
back Jaheim Atkinson, who piled up 1,084 yards on the ground, and quarterback 
Daylan Sharlow, who threw for 1,005 yards. 

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Five appearances. Lost to Euclid 21-0 in the Division I, 
Region 1 first round a year ago.

SCOUTING REPORT: Elyria has steadily improved in Culliver’s two seasons. 
During that span a number of young players have seen time, which should pay 
dividends this season as the Pioneers look to be one of the deeper teams in the 
SWC. That, combined with a move from the GCC — one of Ohio’s toughest football 
conferences — should help the Pioneers take a big step forward this season.

Midview Middies
COACH: Luke Beal, 2nd year (1-7)
2020 RECORD: 1-7, 1-5
STRENGTHS: Ethan Surdock has been the heart and soul of Midview’s offense 

the last two years. The senior quarterback accounted for 72 percent of the 
Middies production in 2020, throwing for 1,276 yards and 10 touchdowns while 
leading the team in rushing with 311 yards and six touchdowns. Senior Bryce 
Newton was the top target at 22 catches for 291 yards and three touchdowns. 
Tyler Smith returns at linebacker and is one of the defense’s top playmakers, piling 
up 48 tackles and a sack.

WEAKNESSES: Midview will need to replace four starters on the offensive line, 
with senior Nick Skolinski the only returnee.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: 11 appearances. Lost to North Olmsted 48-45 in the 
Division II, Region 6 first round last year.

SCOUTING REPORT: With 17 starters returning, Midview is looking for some 
redemption after suffering narrow losses to Berea-Midpark and North Olmsted, the 
latter occurring in the playoffs.

North Ridgeville Rangers
COACH: Bryan Morgan, 1st year
2020 Record: 2-8, 0-6
STRENGTHS: Dom Farago should be the focal point of the Rangers offense 

after starting at running back the last two seasons. The offensive line returns 
senior starters Dain Bartlebaugh and Hunter Stephanchick. Bartlebaugh, Farago 
and safety Kosta Thrasivoulou give North Ridgeville a playmaker at every level of 
its 3-4 defensive scheme.

WEAKNESSES: The Rangers will need to establish depth on both sides of the 
ball as they only return six starters.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: Three appearances. Lost to St. Francis De Sales 38-0 in 
the Division II, Region 6 first round last season.

SCOUTING REPORT: Morgan takes over a squad that hasn’t had a winning 
season since qualifying for the 2015 playoffs, when Ohio State running back 
Demario McCall was the focal point. The Rangers will look to turn things in the 
right direction and establish the foundation for success.

Olmsted Falls Bulldogs
COACH: Tom DeLuca, 9th year (50-36)
2020 RECORD: 4-3, 4-2
STRENGTHS: Running the ball is Olmsted Falls’ specialty under DeLuca 

and that won’t change. Charlie Ciolek enters his third year leading the offense 
at quarterback after throwing for 688 yards and rushing for 215. Junior Rocco 
Conti made a strong impact in his varsity debut, rushing for 405 yards on 49 
carries while adding 223 yards on 13 receptions. The defense has two standout 
playmakers in tackle Brenden Corrigan and linebacker Luke Dieckman. The 
offensive line returns 6-7 junior left tackle Dominic Rivera and 6-4 senior right 
tackle Ramee Awad.

WEAKNESSES: Olmsted Falls will have to replace 10 starters, six on the 
defensive side. Corrigan, Dieckman and two other returning linebackers should 
give the Bulldogs a strong front seven in their 3-4 scheme, but they will be relying 
on three new faces in the secondary as 6-1 cornerback Sean Hollenbeck is the 
only returning starter.

PLAYOFF HISTORY: 17 appearances. Lost to North Royalton 33-27 in double 
overtime in the Division II, Region 6 second round a year ago.

SCOUTING REPORT: Olmsted Falls is as consistent a program as they come, 
reaching the playoffs in each of the last five seasons with two trips to the Division II, 
Region 6 final during that span. The Bulldogs experienced an upset loss in double 
overtime to North Royalton in the playoffs along with an agonizing three-point defeat 
to Avon last year, both of which should provide a little extra motivation as they’re 
poised to challenge the Eagles once again for the SWC crown.

— Chris Sweeney

BEST OF THE BEST
Quarterback: Ethan Surdock, Midview 

Entering his third year as a starter. Picked up right where he left off his sophomore year  
by accounting for about 72 percent of the team’s total offense a year ago, including as the team’s 
leading rusher.

Running Back: Torre Weatherspoon, Amherst
The senior enters his third year starting. Rushed for 549 yards and four touchdowns last season, 

including back-to-back 100-yard games to open the year.

Wide Receiver: Jack Arnold, Berea-Midpark
One of three talented senior receivers for the Titans — who also have Miami (Ohio) commit 

Devin Johnson and DeAngelo Borders coming back. Arnold led the team with 965 yards and  
12 touchdowns on 48 receptions, earning first-team All-Ohio honors in Division I.

Tight End: Nate Schillinger, Avon Lake
Don’t let his modest receiving numbers fool you, Schillinger is an all-around tight end who 

delivers elite support while blocking for the Shoremen rushing attack. And with the team’s top six 
targets graduating, the senior will likely be more involved in the passing game this year.

Offensive Lineman: Alexander Lowery, Elyria
Entering his third year starting for the Pioneers, Lowery 

was the anchor on an offensive line that helped 
Elyria establish a strong running attack last 
year, including a 1,000-yard rusher in Jaheim 
Atkinson.

Defensive Tackle:  
Brenden Corrigan,  
Olmsted Falls

The senior dominated up front last 
season with 13 tackles, three for a 
loss and two forced fumbles despite 
routinely being double-teamed.

Linebacker:  
Gavin Ehrhardt, Avon

Seeing a sophomore start on varsity 
usually turns heads at Avon, and 
Ehrhardt certainly did that last year 
by leading the team in tackles with 86, 
including 3.5 sacks.

Defensive Back:  
Kosta Thrasivoulou,  
North Ridgeville

The senior safety had four interceptions last 
year, three shy of the school record, and also will 
contribute in the slot on offense.

Kickers: Nathaniel Vakos, Avon, 
and Owen Wiley, Avon Lake

The Eagles and Shoremen have two 
of the most reliable kickers in 
Northeast Ohio as each nailed 
big-time field goals last season in 
high-profile matchups.

Coach:  
Mike Elder, Avon

Since 2016, Avon has 
compiled four undefeated regular 
seasons and a 58-6 overall 
record, only losing to three teams 
(Avon Lake, Archbishop Hoban 
and Massillon Washington) during 
that span. The Eagles have won five 
straight Southwestern Conference 
titles and four straight Division II, 
Region 6 championships.

— Chris Sweeney

Avon’s Gavin Ehrhardt chases Midview quarterback Ethan Surdock during a game last season.

THOMAS FETCENKO / CHRONICLE FILE

1. Avon
The crown belongs to the Eagles until someone knocks off the 

five-time defending SWC champs (co-champions in 2018) and 
four-time defending Division II, Region 6 champions.

2. Olmsted Falls
The Bulldogs have been right there with Avon the last two 

seasons — a 10-point loss in 2019 and the Eagles rallied to 
defeat Olmsted Falls by three in 2020.

3. Avon Lake
The Shoremen have watched their rival celebrate the last two 

Region 6 championships at their expense, both close games. 
Even though Avon Lake is reloading, it still has its sights on the 
conference crown.

4. Elyria
After going 5-35 in the Greater Cleveland Conference for the 

last six seasons (plus a playoff loss to Euclid), the Pioneers will 
welcome the chance to play its regional rivals on a more regular 
basis. The Pioneers hold a 6-7 record against current SWC foes 
since 2011 (Amherst, Avon Lake, Berea-Midpark and Midview), 

but are just 1-2 against the league in Devlin Culliver’s two 
seasons.

5. Berea-Midpark
The Titans will once again bring a high-flying offense to the 

field, but they will need to come up with a lot more defense to 
push for a conference crown.

6. Midview
Close losses, including a shootout with North Olmsted in the 

playoffs, are a big motivator for the Middies as they hope to 
show they’re better than last season’s 1-7 record.

7. Amherst
New coach Kenny Fritz will have to reload quickly after losing 

an extremely talented senior class.

8. North Ridgeville
Bryan Morgan will look to begin turning around the Rangers in 

his first season at the helm.
— Chris Sweeney

PROJECTED ORDER OF FINISH

KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE FILE

AMHERST’S 
TORRE
WEATHERSPOON
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GET TO KNOW:  
DAIN BARTLEBAUGH,  
NORTH RIDGEVILLE

YEAR: Senior
POSITIONS: Offensive tackle, defensive end
TOP GOAL: To help North Ridgeville reach 

the playoffs and have success against its two 
traditional rivals, Midview and Avon

FAVORITE PRO ATHLETES: 
Romelu Lukaku (Inter-Milan) and 
Serena Williams

FAVORITE SPORTS TEAM: 
Inter-Milan (soccer) or Calgary 
Flames

FAVORITE SPORTS 
MEMORY: First varsity football 
win, 41-40 over Berea-Midpark 
in 2019 as a sophomore. The 
Rangers walked-off on a 2-point 

conversion in overtime.
OTHER SPORT: Plays first doubles for the North 

Ridgeville tennis team.
OTHER TALENT: After falling on the ground, he 

can stand up without using his hands.
COACH’S QUOTE: “He’s somebody that puts a 

lot of pride into things outside of football. He’s a 
great kid, somebody that a lot of kids look up to, 
especially since he’s about 6-foot-3 and weighs 
260 pounds. It’s pretty easy for him to demand a 
lot of respect. It’s very easy to determine whether 
it’s a day where Dain is in the weight room or not 
because of his presence. He’s a great leader, and 
I’m very lucky that in my first season with this 
football program we have him on the sideline with 
us.” — Bryan Morgan

— Chris Sweeney
 

ZANDER LOWERY, ELYRIA
POSITION: Guard
FAVORITE FOOD: Mom’s chicken and rice
FAVORITE TV SHOW: “SpongeBob 

SquarePants”
FAVORITE MOVIE: “Aquaman”

FAVORITE PRO ATHLETE: 
Rob Gronkowski, Buccaneers

FAVORITE SPORTS TEAM: 
New England Patriots

OTHER SPORTS: Used to 
wrestle

OTHER TALENTS: Not a great 
dancer but can tell some good 
jokes that keep everybody loose

TOP GOAL: To make himself 
better every day

COACH’S QUOTE: “He’s a little quicker and 
agile than we give him credit for. Zander’s a willing 
participant. He moved (from center to guard) with 
no problem. He’s a three-year starter and the 
leader of our offensive line.” — Devlin Culliver

— Tim Gebhardt

SOUTHWESTERN CONFERENCE
THE TOP GAMES

2020 STANDINGS
 Conf. Total
Avon 6-0 10-1
Avon Lake 5-1 8-2
Amherst 4-2 4-3
Olmsted Falls  4-2 4-3
Berea-Midpark 2-3 4-6
Midview 1-5 1-7
North Ridgeville 0-6 2-8
North Olmsted* 1-4 2-4

* North Olmsted now in the 
Great Lakes Conference;  
Elyria, its replacement, 
was 3-7, 0-5 in the Greater 
Cleveland Conference

BY THE NUMBERS

Avon at Medina,  
Friday, Aug. 27

The Eagles are certainly challenging 
themselves in their non-conference 
games. This trip to Medina — the 
Division I, Region 1 runner-up a year 
ago — to face quarterback and Penn 
State commit Drew Allar comes 
between games against Brunswick 
and Glenville.

Avon Lake at Avon, 
Friday, Sept. 10

One of the best, if not the best, 
rivalries in Lorain County takes place 
in Week 4. The Shoremen and Eagles 
have played many nail-biters over the 
years, but the last four meetings have 
been truly special, including  
back-to-back showdowns in the 
Division II, Region 6 championship.

Olmsted Falls at Avon, 
Friday, Oct. 1

Like the Shoremen, the Bulldogs 
came close to knocking off the Eagles 
last year. With most of its team 
coming back, Olmsted Falls hopes 
to flip the script on the five-time 
defending champs.

Elyria at Midview,  
Friday, Oct. 22

Of all the teams in the SWC, the 
Pioneers have faced Midview the 
most in the last 10 seasons (2-3), 
including back-to-back meetings in 
which the teams split. 

— Chris Sweeney

Avon Lake’s Gage Deusler scores during last year’s Division II regional final against Avon. The rivals meet again Sept. 10.
KRISTIN BAUER / CHRONICLE FILE

2
Consecutive seasons Avon  

and Avon Lake have faced off in the 
Division II, Region 6 championship

3
Teams that have left the league  

over the last two years.  
Gone are Lakewood, North Olmsted  

and Westlake. In is Elyria.

6
Average margin of victory for Avon  
against Avon Lake in their last four 

meetings, with three decided  
by three points or less

13
Games Elyria has played against  

current SWC opponents in the last  
10 seasons, going 6-7

17
Starters returning for Midview,
among the most in the league

24
Combined non-conference games  

for the league this season. With just 
eight teams, the league opted to go 

with three non-conference games each.
— Chris Sweeney

ecotreeservices.com
7474 Deer Trail Lane • Lorain, Ohio 44053
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Go Pirates!

1115 East Broad St.                             Elyria
440-366-FORD (3673)

GO
PIRATES!

Black River 
PIRATES

8/20 Akron Manchester Away

8/27 Northwestern Home

9/3 Cloverleaf Away

9/10 Columbia Home

9/18 Clearview Away

9/24 Brookside Away

10/1 Oberlin Away

10/8 Keystone Home

10/15 Firelands Away

10/22 Wellington Home

2021 Schedule
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PALOS
From F1

“I don’t go into a game saying I’m 
going to have a clutch moment,” 
Palos said. “I kind of do my thing 
when I’m out there. Make the best 
of what I can to help the team out. 
Every time I get the ball, gotta do 

what I can to get plus yardage, first 
down, touchdown. We’re looking to 
get points on the board.”

Palos will also see time at what he 
calls “overhang safety,” where he had 
an interception and recovered two 
fumbles a year ago.

“It’s like a strong safety or like a 
linebacker,” he said. “I’m playing 
down sometimes getting involved 

in the run and staying ready for the 
pass, too.”

Palos loves the fact the Pioneers 
will line up every week against some-
body close by as the newest member 
of the Southwestern Conference. The 
rivalries the SWC has created have 
everyone looking forward to it.

“Keeps it a little fun,” Palos said. 
“Like a crosstown rivalry, bragging 

rights going on. It’s definitely fun to 
play some close friends — guys you 
played with in pee wee football.”

Palos likes the way the Pioneers 
have bonded this season.

“We’re just growing together,” he 
said. “We’re definitely closer now — 
like a family. We’re all brothers, pretty 
close to each other. Going into games, 
we have some confidence. We just have 

to eliminate the little mental mistakes 
and stay in the game mentally.

“Every day we want to go 1-0. You 
win the day, win practice and hope-
fully all that translates to Friday 
night, winning, winning, winning, 
make a trip to the playoffs and hope-
fully a state championship.”

Contact Tim Gebhardt at 329-7135  
or timothygeb@msn.com.

ELYRIA
From F1

“I’m excited to see new competition,” 
said Avon junior linebacker/running back 
Gavin Ehrhardt. “Obviously with the teams 
that left, it was nice to see them. We’ll 
see some different looks on offense and 
defense. I think Elyria will be a good addi-
tion to the conference.”

Midview has been a rival of the Pioneers 
dating to the Erie Shore days. Elyria has a 
slim 9-7 margin over the Middies, includ-
ing last year’s 50-28 win. Midview coach 
Luke Beal and his team are looking forward 
to rekindling the rivalry.

“They’re right in our backyard,” Beal said. 
“Anytime you play a team that close, I’m sure 
there are a lot of kids that know each other. 
Hopefully this can turn into a big rivalry. I 
know our kids are looking forward to it.”

“It’s super exciting,” Midview senior wide 
receiver/cornerback Bryce Newton said. 
“We know a lot of their guys and they know 
a lot of ours. They definitely bring some-

thing to the table having come from the 
GCC, which is probably one of the hardest 
conferences in the state.”

“My girlfriend goes to Midview,” Lowery 
said. “It would be nice to see them after-
ward for bragging rights.” 

Elyria and North Ridgeville, the other old 
Erie Shore rival, haven’t played since 1996 
but the Rangers are looking forward to the 
renewal as well. Elyria has a 9-6 lead over 
the Rangers in past meetings. 

“They’ll definitely bring a chip on their 
shoulder,” Rangers senior tackle/defen-
sive end Dain Bartlebaugh said. “Being the 
first year in a new conference, they want 
to make a statement, but we’re a lot like 
Elyria. We’re essentially a brand new team 
with a new culture. We’re going to bring 
that same mentality.”

“They’ve been facing some pretty good 
teams,” Rangers safety/wide receiver Kosta 
Thrasivoulou said of the Pioneers. “We 
know it’s going to be a really good game 
when we face them.”

“I think the SWC just got stronger,” Elder 
said.

Time for a change
ELYRIA VS. GREATER  

CLEVELAND CONFERENCE
2015 — 3-4; 2016 — 1-6; 2017 — 1-6; 

2018 — 0-7; 2019 — 0-7; 2020 — 0-5  
(also lost 21-0 to Euclid in playoffs)

TOTALS: 5-35 regular season, 0-1 
playoffs. Lost last 23 regular-season games 
vs. GCC opponents and 24 total (counting 
playoffs). Last GCC win was 31-28 over 
Shaker Heights in Week 6 of 2017.

ELYRIA VS. SWC 
l Midview — 9-7 (First met in 1987; 

last played in 2020, Elyria won 50-28)
l Avon Lake — 2-11 (First met in 1978; 

last played in 2018, Avon Lake won 42-15)
l Berea-Midpark — 0-1 (2020,  

Berea-Midpark won 51-48). Elyria also 
played Berea twice — 2003 and ’04 
(1-1) and Midpark six times — 1987-88 
and 1996-99 (0-6) before the schools 
consolidated.
l Amherst — 8-3 (First met in 1912; 

last played in 2013, Elyria won 28-25)
l North Ridgeville — 9-6 (First played 

in 1979; last played in 1996, North 
Ridgeville won 20-0
l Elyria has never played Avon  

or Olmsted Falls.   
— Tim Gebhardt

ecotreeservices.com
7474 Deer Trail Lane • Lorain, Ohio 44053

440-988-4470

Go Wildcats!

�� ���������
540 N. Center Street, LaGrange, OH 44050

(440)-355-9920
Online Shopping Available 11am-7pm Daily

Curbside or Delivery*
YOU STAY SAFE AND LET THE GROCERIES COME TO YOU!

ORDER ONLINE
*No Deliveries 
On Sundays

VISIT US AT; WWW.SHOPLAGRANGEIGA.COM 
FIRST ORDER FREE FOR NEW CUSTOMERS!

725 Sugar 
Lane

Elyria, OH
440-365-0015

GO
WILDCATS!
2021 All Ohio Excellence in 

Journalism Awards

Best Daily Newspaper in Ohio: 75,000 or less circulation

1115 East Broad St.                             Elyria
440-366-FORD (3673)

GO
WILDCATS!

Keystone 
WILDCATS

8/20 Northwestern Away

8/27 Cloverleaf Home

9/3 LaBrae Away

9/10 Oberlin Home

9/17 Wellington Home

9/24 Firelands Away

10/1 Brookside Away

10/8 Black River Away

10/15 Columbia Home

10/22 Clearview Home

2021 Schedule

Elyria High School’s Jaheim Atkinson fights for yardage 
as Midview’s Steven Hawkins tries to bring him down 
during last year’s meeting. Elyria got the win, 50-28.

KRISTIN BAUER  / CHRONICLE FILE
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SOUTHWESTERN CONFERENCE

Avon Lake’s Owen Wiley makes an extra point in the first quarter against Amherst during last season. Wiley made 14 of 17 field goal attempts, including big ones in the playoffs.
DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE

Feet of strength
I

t’s easy for a team to take kicking 
for granted ... until it doesn’t 
have a kicker. Avon and Avon 
Lake can rest easy, as they will 

deploy two of the most reliable kick-
ers in Northeast Ohio this season. 

Seniors Nathanial Vakos (Avon) 
and Owen Wiley (Avon Lake) swung 
games and field position with big 
kicks throughout 2020, and they will 
almost surely be called upon to do 
so again this year.

“We know now that whenever 
we have to punt the football he can 
swing the field, and not everyone 
has a guy who can do that,” Avon 
coach Mike Elder said of Vakos. “He 
can change the game with one punt. 
And when we get to the 30-yard line, 
we feel we’re in field goal range and 
can come away with points. When 
you get into the playoffs where 
points come at a premium, it’s nice 
to know that if you get yourself in 
a fourth-and-long you can still get 
three points out of it.”

The Avon-Avon Lake rivalry brings 
out the best in everyone, but last 
year that seemed to be especially 
true for the kickers.

The teams renewed their rivalry 
in Week 1 — a rematch of the 2019 
Division II, Region 6 championship 
with Avon Lake looking for revenge. 
It was Wiley’s first varsity game. 
And, of course, it went into over-
time with Wiley needing to make 
kicks in each extra period to keep 
the Shoremen alive.

He did just that, but Avon scored 
a walk-off touchdown in response 
to his second make. Wiley went on 
to connect on 14 of 17 field goal 
attempts, including three in a 16-14 
win over Toledo Central Catholic in 
the Region 6 semifinals.

“That Avon game was huge,” Wiley 
said. “Making kicks in overtime, that 
was such a tough environment to 
do it and that was my first football 
game ever. The jitters were there, but 
after the first kickoff or two I felt like 
I had been doing it for years. It just 
clicked automatically.

“I just showed up and kicked, it all 
worked out pretty well in the end. 
After that first Avon game, when 
I made all those pressure kicks, I 
knew this was meant to be. Stepping 
out there in front of all those fans 
against Avon, I’ve never felt anything 
like that.”

Vakos has been doing it a little bit 

longer, as he’s held down the starting 
job since his freshman year. And 
after missing just one extra point 
attempt, he’s connected on 186 con-
secutive since, shattering the state 
record.

He started working to be Avon’s 
kicker in eighth grade, when David 
Orlando — now a highly touted 
punter for Tiffin — was the Eagles’ 
starter. Orlando took Vakos under his 
wing and set the foundation for him 
to step into the program and take 
over the job immediately. It’s safe to 
say he’s run with it, going 5-of-9 on 
field goal attempts last year, includ-
ing a 30-yarder as time expired in 
regulation to clinch the Region 6 
championship over Avon Lake 20-17.

“When it comes down to this 
whole operation, it’s not as easy as 
it looks,” Vakos said. “Certainly for 
a soccer player it might come eas-
ier, but being out there you have 
to take three guys into account. It’s 
not just on my own like in practice. 
It’s the whole thing and it’s really 
fast. You have to get the ball off in 
1.3 seconds, and it takes some time 
to get that chemistry down with 
everybody.” 

Both kickers were quick to praise 
their long snappers and holders as 
big reasons for their success. And 
looking at both teams’ schedules — 
tough non-conference slates plus a 
challenging Southwestern Confer-
ence docket, including the Week 4 
rivalry game at Avon — it’s a safe bet 
these two will be thrust into the spot-
light again.

“It’s good to know that when you 
get to the red zone that you have 
somebody who can put the ball 
through the uprights,” Avon Lake 
coach Matt Kostelnik said. “It’s cru-
cial that somebody can put it in the 
end zone on kickoffs. Field position 
is so crucial in high school football 
and (Wiley) just puts us in such good 
spots, changing the field whether 
he’s punting the ball or kicking the 
ball. He pins offenses back and 
forces them to drive the ball. And 
then being able to trust he can kick a 
30-plus-yarder.

“Words cannot describe when 
you find a kicker in high school. 
It’s a load off your mind knowing 
that you’re good there. And the way 
Owen has been able to do it has 
been impressive.”

Contact Chris Sweeney at 329-7135  
or ctsports@chroniclet.com and follow him  
@CSweeneyCT on Twitter.

Chris Sweeney
The Chronicle-Telegram

Avon’s Vakos and Avon Lake’s Wiley give their teams a leg up
on the competition with their clutch punting and kicking skills

Avon senior Nathanial Vakos, left, has made a state-record 186 consecutive extra points since missing one 
as a freshman. Avon Lake’s Owen Wiley, right, showed he could handle pressure situations in his first game,
last year’s season opener against Avon, in which Wiley had to make several clutch kicks in an overtime loss.

DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE

BRUCE BISHOP / CHRONICLE PHOTOS

Holder Christian People watches as Nathanial Vakos kicks a field goal during an Avon game in 2019.
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Coaches differ on benefits of expansion
THE PLAYOFFS

While uncertainty has been the central 
theme in high school football the past two 
seasons, there is only confident resolve 
when it comes to area coaches and their 
opinions about the Ohio High School Ath-
letic Association’s decision to expand the 
playoff field to 16 teams this season.

That doesn’t mean they all see eye to eye.
“I’ve got a little bit of an inside perspective 

on it being our regional director and hav-
ing been a part of the exploration of eight 
to 12, and I know how much research and 
data and time was put into that,” Columbia 
coach Jason Ward said. “It took two years 
for us to put together what we thought was 
the right proposal for the OHSAA to go from 
eight to 12, and it took the OHSAA about 30 
days to decide to go from 12 to 16.”

Ohio has a history of dragging its feet 
when it comes to opening up postseason 
opportunities for its high school programs.

The first high school football game in 
the Midwest was played between Cleve-
land Central High and Cleveland Uni-
versity School in 1890, according to the 
OHSAA website.

State champions were decided by polls 
for the next 82 years before the first play-

offs were introduced. Three classes were 
created — A, AA and AAA — and each was 
split into four regions in 1972. The four 
regional champions each earned postsea-
son berths, meaning the playoffs essen-
tially began in the state semifinals.

In 1980, a second team from each 
region was allowed to qualify for the post-
season — also moving from three classes 
to five divisions — and in 1985 the play-
off field doubled by allowing the top four 
teams in each region to advance.

The state again doubled the field in 1999 
by allowing eight teams into the playoffs and 
it remained there until the coronavirus pan-
demic altered the landscape so drastically 
the OHSAA opened the postseason doors 
for every high school in the state last year.

The move allowed for the discussion 
of another expansion and, as Ward refer-
enced, the OHSAA agreed to the coaches’ 
proposal to add four teams per region. 
Then, as Ward also mentioned, the OHSAA 
altered the plan by adding four more just 
weeks later.

“You have to question the necessity of 
it, that’s for sure,” Ward said. “I’ve heard 
coaches say this is a money grab. COVID 
was tough on a lot of people, it was tough 
on the OHSAA, and they see an opportu-

nity here to make up for some lost funding 
and I think they jumped at it.”

Several coaches are all in on the deci-
sion, whether it’s based on financial moti-
vation or not.

“I was one of the high school coaches 
that voted for the expansion,” Elyria High’s 
Devlin Culliver said. 

“When I was over at Shaw, that was in the 
early 2000s, I had a 9-1 team and an 8-2 team, 
we were league champs and we didn’t make 
the playoffs. It was hard to explain that to 
these kids that went out there and won nine 
games, that we didn’t make the playoffs.

“So when this came about, I figured 
there were high school programs that 
have never had the opportunity to get to 
the playoffs, for whatever reason. For the 
kids to get the opportunity to play in the 
playoffs, that’s why I thought it was a good 
idea to open it up a little more, to give 
other teams a chance.”

But some of those teams might not be 
deserving of that chance, Ward argued.

“There’s been years we would have got-
ten in at 4-6,” he said. “I just don’t know 
that the reward matches the accomplish-
ment when teams are getting in at 5-5, 4-6 
and even at 3-7 you’ll have teams getting in. 

See EXPANSION, F8

Shaun Bennett
The Chronicle-Telegram

ecotreeservices.com
7474 Deer Trail Lane • Lorain, Ohio 44053

440-988-4470

Go Cardinals!

Amber Oaks
Restaurant

Go Cards!

4798 E. Lake Road, Sheffi eld Lake
440-240-8527

Full menu located at www.amberoaks.net
Dine in or Carryout • Daily specials posted on Facebook.

Monday through Saturday 4 - 10 pm

Have a 
Great Season!
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The Chronicle-Telegram’s Newspaper In 

Education’s goal is to reach all students in our
community and beyond, teaching them how to 

read the newspaper, learn about their world, and 
apply what they learn to their daily lives.

Reading the newspaper helps teach students  
key literacy skills while they learn about 

 their community. Get The Chronicle’s E-edition to 
use as a resource in your classroom-

To register go to: chroniclet.com/nie
Questions? Email Barb Ritsko-Stephens  

at: bstephens@chroniclet.com

����1115 East Broad St.                             Elyria
440-366-FORD (3673)

GO
CARDINALS!

Brookside 
CARDINALS

8/20 Wickliffe Home

8/27 Cuyahoga Heights Away

9/3 Chagrin Falls Home

9/10 Clearview Away

9/17 Columbia Away

9/24 Black River Home

10/1 Keystone Home

10/8 Firelands Home

10/15 Wellington Away

10/22 Oberlin Away

2021 Schedule

Elyria Catholic’s Brian Fox celebrates the winning TD  
against Anna in the first round of the Division V playoffs  
in 2018. Fox is all for the expansion to 16 teams per region.

DAVID RICHARD / CHRONICLE FILE
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EXPANSION
From F7

“Honestly, that really, really bothers 
me. It bothers me from a competition 
perspective where you’re going to have 
1 seeds playing 16 seeds and you’re 
going to have 1 seeds that may not 
come out healthy against a 16 seed, a 
team that has a chance to really go far 
and they’re playing that game.”

Elyria Catholic coach Brian Fox 
understands the arguments against 
the expansion, but has seen how the 
computer points system used for 
determining the regional rankings 
— and ultimately the playoff berths 
— has held out teams that may have 

been deserving of continuing their 
seasons.

“My brother’s senior year they 
missed the playoffs by five-hun-
dredths of a point,” Fox said. “They 
were on a seven-game winning streak 
and they were playing unbelievably 
well. They had a quarterback that 
ended up being the state offensive 
player of the year.”

Firelands coach Ryan O’Rourke 
stayed diplomatic in his answers — 
“It’s one of those things that is proba-
bly above me as far as what matters,” 
he said — but said there are a few 
positives that should come out of it.

“It certainly makes it more compet-
itive when almost the entire region is 

fighting for a playoff spot,” O’Rourke 
said. “It’ll open up more opportunities. 
As far as opinions on whether it should 
be expanded or not, those aren’t mine 
to make. We’ll continue to respect those 
decisions and make the best out of it.”

The positives are harder to find for 
Columbia and other area programs 
that have built themselves into peren-
nial playoff participants. Besides the 
disrespect felt toward the coaches’ 
hard work on the original proposal, 
many feel the OHSAA has watered 
down the intensity of a playoff race.

“The playoffs should be a reward 
for a really good season,” Ward said. 
“There’s not a whole lot in this sport 
that you’re able to celebrate. There’s 

only one team that’s going to win the 
league and there’s only one team in 
each division that’s going to win a 
state title, and in my mind making 
the playoffs was a big-time celebra-
tory experience.”

While many coaches won’t dis-
agree that teams will be placed in 
playoff brackets that don’t have real-
istic chances of competing in their 
opening games, several believe a 
first-round win is worth the expan-
sion and that even an early blowout 
loss provides experience.

“They opened up the playoffs to 
everybody last year, but it was the 
same top teams in the final eight, 
the final four and the state champi-

onships,” Culliver said. “It still came 
down to the best teams in the state of 
Ohio anyway, so nobody missed out 
on anything.

“But if my kids are able to experience 
two playoff games before we get (to 
Mentor), I’ll take it. I just think every-
body should have a chance to experi-
ence playing in the state playoffs. I was 
fortunate to play in the playoffs and 
coach in the playoffs and it was a great 
experience. I was glad my kids got the 
chance to do it last year because they 
saw the difference between regular 
season and postseason.”

Contact Shaun Bennett at 329-7137  
or sbennett@chroniclet.com.  
Like him on Facebook and follow him  
@ShaunBennettct on Twitter.
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F E AT H E R L I T E

Wellington 
DUKES

8/20 Western Reserve Home

8/27 Mapleton Home

9/3 New London Away

9/10 Firelands Home

9/17 Keystone Away

9/24 Oberlin Away

10/1 Columbia Home

10/8 Clearview Away

10/15 Brookside Home

10/22 Black River Away

2021 Schedule
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GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE

Proving size doesn’t matter
E

lyria Catholic coach Brian 
Fox has raved about the 
strength gains his team has 
made from the end of last 

season to training camp. His defen-
sive tone-setter, however, is not 
someone with eye-popping “measur-
ables.”

Senior Archie Kenny, the Panthers’ 
starting middle linebacker, physically 
looks more like a running back or 
defensive back on the junior varsity 
squad than a varsity inside line-
backer. At 5-foot-8 and 170 pounds, 
Kenny is not the kind of player that 
stands out on picture day.

When you see him play, however, 
he leaves no doubt why he is on 
the field, starting in the middle of 
what should be a talented Panthers 
defense.

“Bigger, stronger, all that good stuff 
... Archie is just always in the right 
spot,” Fox said. “Tackling is a mind-
set. Strength and all that good stuff 
helps you tackle, but you have to 
make that decision in your mind.

“You have to decide you are going 
to go all out and bring that guy to the 
ground. Archie has that.”

Last season Kenny recorded 49 
tackles — 27 solo — with six tackles 

for a loss, three sacks and a pair of 
forced fumbles in Elyria Catholic’s 
six games. He said he is aware of his 
physical shortcomings, but doesn’t 
let that bother him.

“For me it’s heart over height,” 
Kenny said. “I really don’t care if I’m 
the smallest person out on the field, I 
am always going to give it everything 
I have. I’m going to play the hardest, 
hit the hardest. It’s a mindset for me. 
Play football ... that’s all I know.

“I’ve played football for so long 
it’s just natural. It’s technique and 
practice, but it’s also a desire. It’s like 
a switch ... you have a switch you flip 
to play hard, and I flip that switch for 
every practice and every game. I have 
to do it every single day.”

Fox said Kenny reminds him of for-
mer Panthers linebacker Luke Costan-
tino, now playing at Hillsdale College. 
Costantino, who had 116 tackles his 
senior season, was always one of the 
“first one to show up, last one to leave” 
players football coaches are so fond of.

“Luke had a huge impact on me,” 
Kenny said. “He took me in and 
helped me understand what it takes 

to be an (Elyria Catholic) linebacker. 
That mentality of stopping the ball 
and never giving up. He taught me 
you always have to keep moving 
forward, to trust yourself no matter 
what’s going on. You keep playing 
your football.”

Costantino said Kenny is one of the 
most coachable kids he’s ever been 
around.

“My favorite thing about Archie is 
that no matter what you told him, he 
would always listen,” Costantino said. 
“He wasn’t always the biggest, stron-
gest, fastest kid, but when it came to 
learning and processing information, 
Archie is one of the best.

“He’s a true student of the game. 
Film room, weight room, practice field 
... whatever he’s told, he’s like a sponge. 
He just soaks it all up. He also never 
backs down and makes the most of 
whatever opportunities he’s given.”

Kenny first caught Fox’s eye his fresh-
man year, which was also Fox’s first sea-
son at the helm of the Panthers.

“He’s fearless and I’ve never seen 
him shy away from contact. Never 
seen him pull back at all,” Fox said. 

“My first year, after going through all 
the training and making sure you’re 
not putting kids in bad places, we 
had a kid that didn’t show up to our 
first game against Brookside.

“Archie was the backup inside line-
backer. We were beating them pretty 
good, but Brookside had a  
230-pound fullback. The other 
coaches tried to put Archie in in the 
first half and I kept saying no.

“I told Archie that some day it 
would be his day, but that he was too 
small to go out there ... that he was 
going to get hurt.

“Eventually they convinced me to 
let him go out there, and two quar-
ters later he led Lorain County in 
sacks. It was his freshman year. Com-
pletely fearless.”

Kenny said everything he does on 
the football field stems from two sim-
ple concepts.

“Technique is so important since 
I’m not the biggest guy out there,” 
he said. “I know if I don’t have good 
technique I’m going to get destroyed. 
Good technique is a game-changer. 
It’s not all about your height or 

weight, it’s about your technique and 
mentality.”

Fox had to draw on 1800’s English 
poet William Ernest Henley to 
describe how an undersized, under-
weight linebacker has solidified his 
spot in Elyria Catholic’s defensive 
starting lineup.

“What really makes him indispens-
able is that he’s the smartest football 
player on the field,” Fox said. “He’s 
also going to be one of the toughest 
ones out there, too. We can’t take him 
out because he’s always in the right 
place.

“He’s like this little gnat that won’t 
leave you alone. He knows the calls, 
he knows the adjustments and he 
knows the tendencies. He’s just all 
over it.

“Archie is the perfect example that, 
at the end of the day, you are going 
to dictate your own future. Like that 
poem says, you are the master of 
your fate, captain of your soul. You 
are ultimately in charge of getting 
yourself on the field.

“If there was any bias, we never 
would have put him on the field, if 
we looked at just pure numbers. He 
put himself out there and we put our 
faith in him.”

Contact Mike Perry at 329-7135 
or macsportstalk@gmail.com.

Mike Perry
The Chronicle-Telegram

Elyria Catholic senior linebacker Archie Kenny has shown technique and mentality can trump height and weight when a player is properly motivated.
ANGELO ANGEL / CHRONICLE 

Kenny might not look like a prototypical LB, 
but his mindset makes him one of EC’s best

PROJECTED ORDER OF FINISH
WEST DIVISION

1. Rocky River
A strong, balanced team on both sides of the ball.

2. Elyria Catholic
The Panthers are loaded again.

3. Bay
A well-coached team that will not beat itself. Plenty of talent.

4. North Olmsted
The late schedule is tough, but North Olmsted will fit right in 

during its first season of GLC play.

5. Westlake
Very athletic with experience in the skill positions.

6. Fairview
A steady hand at quarterback will keep the Warriors in 

plenty of games.

EAST DIVISION

1. Holy Name
Lots of talent, lots of experience. Coming off a deep playoff 

run. The Green Wave has everything you want in a football team.

2. Valley Forge
One of the state’s best players — running back Kentrell 

Marks — is on a team that knows how to win.

3. Buckeye
The Bucks are well-coached and physical. Always a 

consistent program.

4. Lakewood
The Rangers are as good as anyone in the skill positions.

5. Parma
Could surprise some people this season. Seasoned 

offensive line and a stout defensive front.

6. Normandy
The numbers are up for first-year coach Ian Kost. He seems 

to have the Invaders headed in the right direction.
 — Mike Perry

GETTING TO KNOW:  
THOMAS NIEDERST, EC

KEY STAT: A two-year starter at defensive back 
for the Panthers. The senior is also the starting 

varsity shooting guard on Elyria 
Catholic’s basketball team.

FAVORITE PRO ATHLETE:  
Nick Chubb

FAVORITE SPORTS TEAM: 
Cleveland Browns

BEST SPORTS MEMORY:  
The 2016 NBA Finals

CAREER ASPIRATION: 
Professional athlete

FAVORITE FOOD: Chicken wings
OTHER SPORTS YOU PLAY: Baseball and 

basketball
COACH’S COMMENT: “Thomas is your stereotypical 

All-American kid — great grades and multisport athlete 
— but what makes him special is the selfless leader he’s 
become. He’s positive, engaging, driven and kind. The 
kid has it all.” — Brian Fox

BY THE NUMBERS
1

Teams in the Great Lakes Conference that play 
their home games on natural grass — Buckeye at 
Alumni Stadium — after Elyria Catholic installed a 

new artificial turf field this summer.

2
Teams new to the conference this season … 

North Olmsted and Westlake. Both came from the 
Southwestern Conference.

10
GLC head coaches that are not in their first 

seasons. Only Matthew Burns at Parma and Ian 
Kost at Normandy will be making their league head 

coaching debuts this season.

23
Rushing touchdowns Valley Forge running back 

Kentrell Marks scored last season in eight games.
— Mike Perry Elyria High running back Jaylen Redman is brought down by Elyria Catholic’s 

Thomas Niederst, left, and Jack Kenneally during Week 1 last season.

THOMAS FETCENKO / CHRONICLE FILE
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EC READY TO UNVEIL ITS NEW TURF FIELD

Elyria Catholic will celebrate 
its new artificial turf playing 
surface with a ribbon-cutting 
celebration prior to its home 
opener against Sandusky Per-
kins on Aug. 27.

While many people will get 
their first look at the new field 
on that night, the most import-
ant set of eyes belongs to Dan 
Reaser — the 1978 Elyria Cath-
olic graduate that spearheaded 
the project — who got to take it 
all in weeks ago.

Cecil “Cec” Reaser, Dan’s 
father, passed away while on 
vacation in the Bahamas on 
July 3. Prior to leaving for vaca-
tion, Reaser took his father to 
check out the progress on the 
new field.

“Even though he wanted to 
be there for the ribbon cere-
mony, he was able to see it and 
was at the groundbreaking and 
that means the world to me,” 
Reaser said. “Even though we 
couldn’t walk out onto the field 
he was able to see it.

“We were flying down to the 
Bahamas and I showed him a 
video that was taken from up 
by the press box, so he was able 
to see the completion of it. He 
thought it was really cool.

“Having him there at the 
groundbreaking was a special 
moment in my life. It meant 
the whole world to me that he 
was there and involved in the 
groundbreaking ceremony.”

The field came through 
a $400,000 grant from the 
Dan and Mila Reaser Fam-
ily Foundation. Dan Reaser’s 
son Danny (Class of 2015) still 
holds virtually all the passing 
records at the school while his 
daughter Shannon (Class of 
2011) was a varsity cheerleader 
for the Panthers.

His mother Joan (Rothgery) 
Reaser was one of the first 
four-year graduates from the 
school.

Brother Tony Reaser coached 
at Elyria Catholic for a decade 
while nephew Cody Reaser is 
currently on head coach Brian 
Fox’s staff as the Panthers’ 
defensive coordinator.

Fox is excited about the 
increased opportunities the new 
playing surface will provide for 
the school to be showcased.

“We’re going to have more 
CYO football games, we’re going 
to host more youth soccer 
games,” Fox said. “Every time 
they are on campus we’re selling 
ourselves. From the perspective 
of the school, the turf field is 
going to pay off immediately.”

The stadium on the campus 
of Elyria Catholic has been 
renamed Dan Reaser Stadium.

“They are the most unbe-
lievable group of people,” Fox 
said of the Reasers. “I almost 
don’t know how to fully explain 
it. They have such an amazing 
commitment to the commu-
nity. I don’t know if I’ve ever 
seen a family that cares more 
deeply about a community and 
helping it grow and prosper.

“It says a lot about a group 
of people. Over the years when 
people have taken their digs 
and shots at Elyria, they’ve just 
dug in deeper.”

The commitment to the city, 
as well as to the school, is one 

reason the stadium will carry 
Dan Reaser’s name.

“(Cecil) was so proud and 
so happy,” Dan Reaser said of 
his father. “When the naming 
discussion came along, there 
were so many things we could 
have done. He was the one that 
pushed me. He told me, ‘You 
do so many things for so many 
people and you never take any 
credit for it.’

“I was really contemplating 
naming it after him, but he told 
me not to. He said ‘It has to be 
you. People have to know how 
much you’ve done to help the 
school.’ It was really hard to say 
no to my dad because he was 
pushing so hard.”

As part of the facility upgrade, 
a new fence has been put in 
around the field as well as 
upgrades to the track that cir-
cles the field. It will all be on 
display Aug. 27.

“I wish he could have been 
there,” Reaser said of his father. 
“He will be there in spirit with us.”

Contact Mike Perry at 329-7135 
or macsportstalk@gmail.com.
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Reaser family ingrained in school’s legacy
Mike Perry

The Chronicle-Telegram

Dan Reaser, center, stands with father Cecil, right, during 
the April 22 groundbreaking ceremony for EC’s new field. 
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GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE

WEST DIVISION

Elyria Catholic 
Panthers

COACH: Brian Fox, 4th season
2020 RECORD: 3-3, 3-1 Great 

Lakes Conference
STRENGTH: Defensively the 

Panthers will be loaded. Every 
defensive unit has experience and 
depth. On offense, junior running 
back Levi Ellis is one of the best 
in the conference. Elyria Catholic 
also has a slew of talented wide 
receivers.

WEAKNESS: Experience, 
especially at quarterback. Neither 
quarterback competing for the 
starting position — juniors Thomas 
Niederst and Brady Cook — have 
much varsity experience.

SCOUTING REPORT: If 
the Panthers can get solid 
quarterback play from one, or 
both, of their potential starters 
there is no reason they should 
not be in the race for the West 
Division crown. The defense is 
balanced and talented, the offense 
has plenty of weapons and the 
Panthers know how to win.

Bay Rockets
COACH: Ron Rutt, 7th season
2020 RECORD: 3-5, 3-4 GLC
STRENGTH: Both the offensive 

and defensive lines will be solid 
and deep. 

“We have some decent size for 
us,” Rutt said. “We have a handful 
of kids in that 6-2, 225-,  
230-pound range, and that’s pretty 
good size for us. Those guys are 
all in really good shape and did a 
really nice job in the weight room.

“I’m excited to see what we can 
do on both sides of the ball up 
front.”

WEAKNESS: Rutt wants to see 
his team get better at taking care 
of the details.

“I am looking for us to get better 
at executing and the fundamentals,” 
he said. “I want us to focus on the 
details of the game. No matter what 
scheme you’re running, or what 
guys you have, just how well you 
can do the little things is what’s 
going to make the difference in the 
games. We have to continue to get 
better at our craft.”

SCOUTING REPORT: Bay has 
a solid core of veterans returning, 
including junior quarterback 
Tony Buttari and junior running 
back Pawie Ault. Junior tight end 
Malachi Edgerly is a weapon as 
well. The Rockets should be able 
to put up points. If the defense 
can hold up its end of the bargain, 
Bay could end up in the playoffs.

Fairview Warriors
COACH: Sean Ranc, 2nd season
2020 RECORD: 2-7, 2-6 GLC
STRENGTH: With seven starters 

returning on both sides of the ball, 
Fairview will be able to build on 
what Ranc started last season.

WEAKNESS: Experience, 
especially in the skill positions.

SCOUTING REPORT: Fairview 
will not be an easy game for 
anyone this season. Senior 
quarterback Sean McNamara was 
honorable mention all-conference 
last season, and the defense 
has some solid pieces in place, 
including senior Nate Glanc, an 
honorable mention all-conference 
linebacker last season. The 
Warriors are trending in the right 
direction.

North Olmsted Eagles
COACH: Tim Brediger, 5th season
2020 RECORD: 2-4, 1-4 

Southwestern Conference
STRENGTH: With three starters 

returning to the offensive line, the 
Eagles should be stout up front. 

North Olmsted also has three 
receivers that saw action in its 
spread offense last season.

WEAKNESS: With Anthony 
Guercio gone to graduation, the 
Eagles will be breaking in a new 
quarterback this season. Depth 
at running back could also be an 
issue.

SCOUTING REPORT: Moving 
to a new conference is always 
exciting, but it comes with a number 
of question marks as well. The 
Eagles will not have to worry about 
dealing with the Avons and Avon 
Lakes of the world, but the GLC has 
its share of strong programs. Road 
games at Bay and Elyria Catholic to 
close out the conference schedule 
will be tough tests.

Rocky River Pirates
COACH: Josh Wells, 7th season
2020 RECORD: 7-2, 5-1 GLC
STRENGTH: With eight starters 

returning on both sides of the ball 
and 20 returning letterwinners, 
including the reigning GLC 
defensive player of the year in 
Tommy Bebie, the Pirates have 
plenty of experience.

WEAKNESS: Even with a ton of 
experience returning, Rocky River 
needs depth at various positions.

SCOUTING REPORT: After 
suffering an early blowout loss to 
Holy Name last season, Rocky River 
won its next seven games. This 
season, with a slew of three-year 
starters across both the offense and 
defense, the Pirates will be a stiff 

test for everyone on their schedule. 
Senior Tommy Bebie is one of the 
top players in the conference, but 
his younger brother, junior Johnny 
Bebie, is a handful as well. Last 
year he rushed for 634 yards on 102 
carries with five touchdowns, and 
also recorded 45 tackles from his 
strong safety position.

Westlake Demons
COACH: Dan LaRocco,  

3rd season
2020 RECORD: 4-4, did not play 

SWC schedule
STRENGTH: With nine defensive 

starters returning, the Demons 
will have plenty of experience to 
draw on when the other team has 
the ball. 

WEAKNESS: Both offensive 
and defensive lines will be 
inexperienced.

SCOUTING REPORT: The 
Demons, in their first season in the 
GLC after leaving the Southwestern 
Conference, could turn some 
heads. Junior Will Ostrowski is a 
solid running back and sophomore 
Cooper Rummell has explosive 
talent at receiver. Don’t be surprised 
if Westlake knocks off some of the 
top dogs in the conference.

EAST DIVISION

Buckeye Bucks
COACH: Greg Dennison,  

5th season
2020 RECORD: 5-3, 4-2 GLC

STRENGTH: Even without 
senior tackle Todd Allen, who will 
miss the season after shoulder 
surgery, Buckeye should be strong 
up front. The Bucks also have 
a number of experienced skill 
position players back this season.

WEAKNESS: The defensive 
backfield is young and 
inexperienced. The secondary will 
have to improve as the season 
progresses.

SCOUTING REPORT: Buckeye 
is a program with a clear identity 
... when you face them you will 
have to play a physical brand of 
football for four quarters. This 
season will be no different. Expect 
the Bucks to be in the thick of the 
race for the East Division crown 
and contend for a playoff berth.

Holy Name Green Wave
COACH: Dan Wondolowski,  

9th season
2020 RECORD: 7-2, 4-0 GLC
STRENGTH: The Green Wave 

have a loaded defensive line, 
led by first-team all-state senior 
Connor Priesel. With eight 
returning starters on offense, 
including junior quarterback 
Jayvon Williams, Holy Name 
should be able to put plenty of 
points on the board.

WEAKNESS: This season some 
young players will have to step in 
and perform on a team that has 
high expectations.

SCOUTING REPORT: Last 
season the Green Wave made a 

deep run in the playoffs, winning 
three games before falling to Tiffin 
Columbian in the regional final. 
This season, with many of those 
players back, don’t be surprised 
to see Holy Name back in the 
playoffs. It should contend for the 
East Division crown.

Lakewood Rangers
COACH: Tom Thome, 4th season
2020 RECORD: 3-7, 3-3 GLC
STRENGTH: The Rangers have 

a number of talented, experienced 
players back from last season, 
including Division I tight end/
defensive end Tico Jones, a junior. 
Jones, at 6-6 and 260 pounds, is 
an athletic player with six  
Division I offers already in hand.

“We have an experienced group 
coming back from last year,” Thome 
said. “Because of Covid we had 
to rely on some young student-
athletes. We return four three-year 
starters, led by Hakeem Quran, 
who was the first running back that 
had 1,000 yards at Lakewood since 
1995. We should be strong up front, 
but still need to jell as a unit.”

WEAKNESS: It will be all about 
consistency and attitude for 
Lakewood. 

“We need to become more 
constant as a team in all phases,” 
Thome said. “As a group we need 
to maintain positivity and play the 
next play when adversity hits.”

SCOUTING REPORT: 
Lakewood has athletes all over 
the field, as much as anyone in 

the conference. If the offensive 
and defensive lines can show 
improvement it could be a special 
year for the Rangers. Do not 
be surprised to see Lakewood 
playing meaningful games late in 
the season.

Normandy Invaders
COACH: Ian Kost, 1st season
2020 RECORD: 0-8, 0-6 GLC
STRENGTH: Numbers are way 

up for Normandy, with 75 players 
on the roster compared to 38 last 
season. This will give Kost some 
flexibility and depth. Unlike the 
past, no Invaders will be forced into 
two-way starting roles this year.

WEAKNESS: Normandy has to 
change its culture. Despite the 
excitement of a new coach and a 
slew of new additions to the depth 
chart, the Invaders went winless 
last season. An early victory would 
do wonders.

SCOUTING REPORT: Normandy 
will be exciting to watch, with 
a deep group of receivers led 
by second-team all-conference 
performer Matt Dunn. Starting 
quarterback Anthony Mireles was 
an all-conference performer last 
season as well. Freshman running 
back Elijah Gray is a load, at 6-1 
and 240 pounds with speed. 
Starting strong safety Khalil Rahim, 
a senior, had 40 tackles in just over 
two games last season before a 
season-ending injury. The Invaders 
could make some noise this season.

Parma Redmen
COACH: Matthew Burns,  

1st season
2020 RECORD: 1-7, 1-5 GLC
STRENGTH: Parma has an 

experienced offensive line, with 
two returning starters and three 
others that saw significant snaps 
last season. Parma has a ton 
of experience returning on the 
defensive side of the ball, as well, 
with eight returning starters and 
almost its entire secondary back 
from last season.

WEAKNESS: The Redmen had 
problems throwing the ball last 
season. New offensive coordinator 
Howard Spies has been brought 
in to help get the Parma offense 
on track.

SCOUTING REPORT: It will 
take some time for Burns to 
make his mark on the program. It 
could be a difficult season for the 
Redmen, but defensive depth and 
experience will keep them in a lot 
of games.

Valley Forge Patriots
COACH: Marcello DeAngelis,  

7th season
2020 RECORD: 5-3, 3-2 GLC
STRENGTH: With Purdue 

commit Kentrell Marks and senior 
fullback Eddie Starks running in 
the Patriots’ Wing-T offense, the 
running game will be hard to stop.

WEAKNESS: The offensive line 
was senior-heavy last season, 
so a number of new players are 
being worked into this season’s 
offensive front.

“We have one guy back, but 
the kids playing on the offensive 
line now all played last year,” 
DeAngelis said. “A lot of those 
guys were backups to the seniors, 
but they were able to get a lot of 
game experience. After a couple of 
scrimmages they look pretty good.”

SCOUTING REPORT: With one 
of the top running backs in the 
state and a punishing fullback 
lining up beside him, the Patriots 
are going to grind out a lot of wins 
this season. Under DeAngelis, 
Valley Forge has turned into one of 
the more consistent programs in 
the area. Should be in the race for 
a division title and playoff berth. 

— Mike Perry

Elyria Catholic running back Tavion Thomas fights off a tackle attempt by Buckeye defensive back Nick Neitenbach 
during the Panthers’ 33-14 victory last season. 
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TEAM CAPSULES

Quarterback: Braedon Spies, Bay
A dual-threat senior who threw for 723 yards with nine touchdowns 

and just one interception last season. Also rushed 75 times for 436 
yards and 10 touchdowns.

Running back: Kentrell Marks, Valley Forge
The 6-foot-1, 190-pound senior with blazing speed is committed 

to play in the Big Ten at Purdue. Rushed for 1,470 yards and 23 
touchdowns in just eight games last season.

Fullback: Levi Ellis, Elyria Catholic
A bruising junio, he carried the ball 83 times for 524 yards and three 

touchdowns last season. As a freshman, he rushed 75 times for 670 
yards and seven touchdowns.

Wide receiver: Jack Kenneally, Elyria Catholic
A matchup nightmare for defensive coordinators at 6-6. A precise 

route-runner with speed and good hands. The senior has garnered 
Division I attention.

Offensive lineman: Hayden Gerhart,  
Elyria Catholic

A rare four-year starter on the offensive line. Gerhart is big, athletic 
and powerful. Already has a number of college offers, but is waiting to 
see who gives him a look this season.

Offensive tackle: Tico Jones, Lakewood
A converted tight end, Jones is very athletic. At 6-6 and 260 pounds, 

the junior has incredible agility for his size. Already holds six Division I 
college offers.

Linebacker: Tommy Bebie, Rocky River
The returning Great Lakes Conference defensive player of the year. 

The senior had two interceptions last season and returned both for 
touchdowns.

Defensive lineman: Connor Priesel,  
Holy Name

First team all-state as a junior last season. Competed in the 14u Major 
League Baseball Home Run Derby at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., 
in 2018 as a 13-year-old.

Defensive back: Eric Jones Jr., Holy Name
Second team all-state last season as a junior. Ended the season with 

51 tackles, two interceptions and two forced fumbles.

Coach: Dan Wondolowski, Holy Name
Took his team to the Division III regional final last season. Holy Name 

always gets the most out of its talent, and its head coach is a big reason 
for that.

— Mike Perry
Elyria Catholic running back Levi Ellis hurdles Buckeye’s Marshall Kaymen during a 2019 
game. Ellis should be one of the top players in the Great Lakes Conference this season.
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THE TOP GAMES
Holy Name at EC, 
Sept 10

They are in different divisions 
in the GLC, but these teams 
always play each other with 
tenacity. Holy Name has  
sky-high expectations this 
season after advancing to the 
regional final last year.

Buckeye at Valley 
Forge, Sept. 17

The Patriots handled the 
Bucks last season. This year 
Buckeye will have revenge on 
its mind as two of the most 
consistent teams over the last 
few years square off.

Rocky River  
at Bay, Sept. 24

A nice rivalry game between 
teams that don’t like each 
other very much.

Lakewood at 
Parma, Sept. 30

The Rangers are new to the 
conference and the Redmen 
will be hungry.

EC at Bay, Oct. 15
When these teams hook up 

there is usually a lot on the line 
... including playoff points and 
conference title hopes. This 
season should be no different.

2020 STANDINGS
 Conf. Total
Holy Name 4-0 7-2
Rocky River 5-1 7-2 
Elyria Catholic 3-1 3-3 
Buckeye 4-2 5-3 
Valley Forge 3-2 5-3 
Lakewood 3-3 3-7 
Bay 3-4 3-5 
Fairview 2-6 2-7 
Parma 1-5 1-7
Normandy 0-6 0-8
NOTE: North Olmsted and 
Westlake are new this year.

BEST OF THE BEST


