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Proud sponsor of the 2021 Dispatch Scholar Athlete Awards

DISPATCH SCHOLAR ATHLETES

WE SALUTE THE

This has been a remarkable year, and our graduating scholar athletes
have shown remarkable poise. Thank you for representing the attitudes
we need most today: Commitment, perseverance, resilience and gratitude.

Wherever the future takes you, we’ll be cheering you on. And when you
need help reaching your next goal, we’ve got your back.

Every athlete, every sport, every day.
OhioHealth 24/7 Sports Medicine Hotline 1 (844) 360-GAME (4263)
OhioHealth.com/SportsMedicine

© OhioHealth Inc. 2021. All rights reserved. FY21-456674. 05/21.
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A 2020-21 school year that began
with high school student-athletes fac-
ing their toughest opponent yet ended
with seniors getting some measure of
revenge — and learning a lot about
themselves in the process.

The fi�ght against COVID-19 is far
from over, for student-athletes as well
as their immediate and extended fam-
ilies. But the way the school year fi�n-
ished surely off�ers hope for optimism
compared with how it began, with virtu-
al classes and the global pandemic
threatening to cancel sports seasons as
it had mercilessly done in spring 2020.

“It was extremely hard not knowing if
we would have a senior year for sports,”
Central Crossing’s Tristen Needham
said. “We worked our whole lives for this
year. So to be able to lace up our cleats
and shoes and get to play was the great-
est feeling in the world.”

Needham is one of 204 seniors se-
lected by his school as part of the Dis-
patch and Encova Insurance Scholar-
Athlete Awards program, which each
year recognizes the top student-ath-

letes throughout central Ohio.
A football, basketball and academic

standout at Central Crossing, Needham
was among the many honored scholar-
athletes who focused on the positive na-
ture of the year-long experience rather
than the frenetic, stressful early
months, when uncertainty and frustra-
tion reigned about whether athletics
would be contested.

As it turned out, some seasons were
delayed and/or shortened, and safety
precautions demanded that some pro-

tocols change because of COVID, but
state championships were held in all
sports.

“It didn’t matter how many fans were
there, it didn’t matter if we had to wear
masks. All that mattered was that we
got one more chance to go play the
games we love,” Needham said.

Along the way, seniors began to see
themselves in a diff�erent light. They fo-
cused on their roles as leaders in their
schools and helped pull classmates and
teammates through diffi�cult circum-
stances.

“There have been plenty of things to
complain about and used to give ex-
cuses, but it is up to the leaders to act
and speak positively in a way that in-
creases optimism and hopefulness,”
Hartley senior Caroline Berger said.

In that quest, the seniors leaned on
many others — from peers to adults — to
help them navigate new challenges.

“Although there were a lot of road-
blocks that could have held us back, my
coaches encouraged my teammates and
me to seize the opportunities instead of
focusing on the struggles,” said Noel
Frye of Olentangy Orange.

Many scholar-athletes even sur-
prised themselves with what they dis-

covered they could do.
“I learned that I can multitask with

keeping my grades up while still doing
extracurricular activities,” Miffl�in’s
Kyah Mitchell said.

Sydni Cunningham of Utica added, “I
learned that I am much more resilient
than I had ever thought. I overcame the
hardships and still managed to have an
amazing senior year!”

Such newfound knowledge is bound
to come in handy in college, where some
youngsters struggle adjusting to a more
competitive atmosphere. The right
frame of mind, they said, can make all
the diff�erence.

“I learned that my mentality has a
huge eff�ect on what I can accomplish,”
said Autymn Briggs of Westerville
North. “Once I started to tell myself that
I can do something — in track, dance,
cheer or academically — my perfor-
mance improved greatly.”

In the end, the seniors of the Class of
2021 will relish the memories they
made, as well as the lessons they
learned.

“We will all remember the unconven-
tional school year we had,” said Luke
Twiss of Canal Winchester. “It will
shape us all into better people.”

2021 a time to count blessings and lessons
Ray Stein
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

Some sports had to move their state
tournaments to smaller venues,
including wrestling. The Division I
state meet was at Hilliard Darby.
BARBARA J. PERENIC/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Introduced in 1982, the Dispatch and
Encova Insurance Scholar-Athlete Awards
annually honor the best and brightest
high school students in central Ohio. 

In March, The Dispatch mailed forms to
117 area schools, asking administrators to
nominate two seniors — one female and
one male — as their institution’s top
scholar-athletes to vie for $71,000 in
scholarships. 

These scholarships are funded by Enco-
va, OhioHealth, Battelle and the family of
Capt. Warren B. Sneed. In lieu of the
Scholar-Athlete Awards banquet, can-
celed in 2021 because of ongoing con-
cerns about the coronavirus pandemic,
awards were announced on June 12 on
WBNS-TV (Channel 10). 

This year, 204 scholar-athletes from 108
participating schools were honored. Each
received a “celebration box” containing
banners, posters, medals and other ma-
terial from program sponsors. 

ABOUT THE AWARDS

The selection process

All nominees were eligible for all awards,
though students with full-ride schol-
arships are not eligible for financial
awards. Winners were chosen by a panel
of judges from The Dispatch, who con-
sidered academic and athletic perfor-
mance, school leadership, community
service and other criteria.

Sponsored awards

• The John J. Bishop Awards, presented
by Encova Insurance, are presented to a
top male and top female scholar-athlete
who have demonstrated exemplary lead-
ership skills within their schools.

• The Capt. Warren B.
Sneed Memorial Schol-
arship is presented on
behalf of the 1991 Dis-
patch scholar-athlete
from Circleville High
School who died in No-
vember 2000 in a military

accident over the Sea of Japan. The
award has been presented annually since
2001.

• The OhioHealth Perseverance Award is
presented to a top scholar-athlete who
has persevered over illnesses and/or
injuries and/or dealt with major life chal-
lenges. The student is honored for his or
her determination and courage in how he
or she has overcome adversity.

• The Battelle STEM Award is presented
to a top scholar-athlete who exemplifies
outstanding achievement in science,
technology, engineering and math. Re-
searchers and scientists rely on their
STEM expertise to drive innovation and
solve the world’s most difficult chal-
lenges.

Photography

All scholarship winners’ portraits were
taken by Dispatch staff photographers,
including Joshua Bickel, Adam Cairns,
Courtney Hergesheimer, Kyle Robertson
and Fred Squillante, as well as freelance

photographer Maddie Schroeder. Por-
traits were taken at a location deemed
meaningful to the scholar-athlete. The
Dispatch would like to thank and ac-
knowledge all of the schools and their
administrators who accommodated our
requests, as well as The Lakes Golf and
Country Club, Schneider’s Bakery, Ten Pin
Alley, Pinnacle Golf Club and Tennis Ohio.

Q&As

All question-and-answer interviews with
scholarship and award winners were
conducted, compiled and edited by Ray
Stein, Dispatch sports editor emeritus. 

More online

For expanded Q&As with award winners
and full survey responses, see dis-
patch.com/scholarathletes

Contact us

If you have a question or comment about
the special section, or The Dispatch’s
scholar-athlete program, contact: 

Ray Stein .................. rstein195@gmail.com
Warren B.
Sneed
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AFRICENTRIC AMANDA-CLEARCREEK BEECHCROFT BERNE UNION BEXLEY

Lyric Ransom
(4.12) 

Basketball 
(4 years),

volleyball (4),
softball (1)

Landymn Steele
(3.72) 

Football (4 years),
bowling (4),
baseball (3), 

track (2)

Stephanie
Bowers

(4.34) 
Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (4)

Timothy Smith
(3.9) 

Football (4 years),
wrestling (2),

track (2)

Ta’Aliyah
Palmer

(4.0) 
Bowling (4 years),

track (4),
cheerleading (4),

volleyball (3)

Muhammad Ali
Kobo
(3.56) 

Football (4 years),
track (3),

wrestling (1),
basketball (1)

Sydney Miller
(4.15)

Basketball 
(4 years), 
track (3), 

softball (1)

Brooke Cowan
(4.64) 

Soccer (4 years),
track (2)

Elliot Roe
(4.65) 

Cross country 
(4 years), track (3)

BIG WALNUT BLOOM-CARROLL BRIGGS BUCKEYE VALLEY CANAL WINCHESTER

Allyson Truax
(4.3) 

Softball (4 years)

Charles Jaeger
(4.41) 

Swimming
(4 years), 
tennis (3)

Carley Bryant
(3.95) 

Softball (4 years),
volleyball (3),
basketball (3)

Monty Lobb
(4.06) 

Golf (4 years),
basketball (4)

Tatum Thomas
(4.14) 

Basketball 
(4 years)

Tyler Barbee
(3.83) 

Football (4 years),
volleyball (4)

Chloe Dawson
(4.19)

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Jacob Chang
(4.31)

Tennis (4 years),
cross country (3)

Allena
Klamorick

(4.13) 
Cross country 

(4 years), 
track (4),

swimming (2)

Luke Twiss
(3.82) 

Football (4 years),
basketball (3),

tennis (1)

CARDINGTON CENTENNIAL CENTERBURG CENTRAL CROSSING CIRCLEVILLE 

Kyleigh
Bonnette

(4.17) 
Volleyball 
(4 years),

cheerleading (2)

Trey Brininger
(4.13)

Football (4 years),
basketball (4),

baseball (4)

Jacob Barnes
(3.88)

Football (4 years),
swimming (4),
baseball (4),
wrestling (2)

Rebecca Scholl
(3.86)

Cross country 
(4 years),

basketball (4),
track (4)

Benjamin
Riegel
(3.97) 

Football (4 years),
track (3)

Sydney
McCullough

(3.73) 
Basketball 
(2 years), 
soccer (1)

Tristen
Needham

(3.95) 
Football (3 years),

basketball (3)

Kenzie
McConnell

(4.45)
Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (4),
softball (3)

Adam
Cunningham

(4.34) 
Soccer (4 years),

baseball (2)

COLUMBUS ACADEMY DANVILLE DELAWARE DELAWARE CHRISTIAN COLUMBUS SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS 

Regan
Cornelius

(4.13)
Field hockey 

(4 years), cross
country (4), 

track (4)

Brady Hess
(3.89) 

Football (4 years),
baseball (4),

basketball (4)

Eva Nicolosi
(3.97)

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (4),

softball (2), track (1)

Maddelyn Wine
(3.87) 

Softball (4 years),
volleyball (2)

Preston Brady
(3.29) 

Baseball (3 years),
wrestling (2),

football (2)

Brynn McGrail
(4.33) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Ryan Smudz
(4.12) 

Basketball 
(4 years), 

lacrosse (3)

Elizabeth
Ringley

(3.99) 
Basketball
(4 years),

volleyball (4),
softball (4)
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Featuring...

POSITIONAL-BATTLE UPDATES  •  OPINION  • RECRUITING

BREAKING NEWS  • COMPLETE GAME COVERAGE 

ANALYSIS OF THE NEW COACHING STAFF

EXCLUSIVE PHOTOS & VIDEO  • & MORE

On the field. In the locker room. 
On the recruiting trail.

Trademarks of The Ohio State University used with permission.

Summer SaleSummer SaleSummer Sale 41st
Annual

Save
20% to 66% OFF

During Ourur Thank You Sale

New products arriving daily will be included in this sale!

WE MEAN EVERYTHING!
Most Container Trees
Save 20% OFF

Hanging Flowering Baskets
from a sale price of $10.99

Roses
(reg. $19.99 and up)

Save 20% OFF

#1 Landscape Size Shrubs
(reg. $5.99) $4.79

Houseplants andTropicals
Save 33% OFF
Select Garden Items
Save 66% OFF

the regular price

Oakland Hardwood Mulch, 2 cu. ft.bag, reg. $2.99
Savings of 33% OFF! Limit 60 bags/No deliveries. $1.99/bag

$12.99

$27.99

20%

$3.49

Savings of over 40% OFF! Limit 60 bags/No deliveries.

oakland HOME (adjacent to Dublin Garden Center)

and Oakland INSIDE & OUT
(adjacent to New Albany Garden Center)

PLUS save 20%
on purchases at

ALL STORES OPEN DAILY!

� ���� ������� ���� ���� � 614-268-3511
� ���� �� ������� ��������� ��� � 614-874-2400

� �� ��������� ��� � 740-369-5454
� ���� ��������� ���� � 614-917-1020

Convenient Locations:

Landscape, interiorscape and irrigation sales not included.

www.oaklandnursery.com

Columbus • 1156 Oakland Park Ave. • 614-268-3511
Dublin • 4261 W. Dublin- Granville Rd. • 614-874-2400

Delaware • 25 Kilbourne Rd. • 740-369-5454
New Albany • 5211 Johnstown Road • 614-917-1020

Sorry, no rainchecks. Landscape, interiorscape and irrigation sales not included.

Four Convenient Locations:
ALL STORES OPEN DAILY!

CD-0006282859-01

Everything is on Sale!

Subscribe to

Subscribe or renew your annual 
subscription to Columbus Monthly for $18.

Go to columbusmonthly.com or call (760) 237-8505.

Subscribe or renew your annual 
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DESALES DUBLIN COFFMAN DUBLIN JEROME DUBLIN SCIOTO EAST

Haley Weis
(4.13)

Soccer (2 years),
track (1)

Noah Garrick
(4.14)

Volleyball 
(3 years),

basketball (2),
baseball (1)

Ellie Andrews
(4.15)

Swimming 
(4 years)

Nash Hostetler
(4.3) 

Basketball 
(4 years), 

baseball (2)

Sudiksha
Pelluru

(4.47) 
Tennis (4 years)

Andrew Bartsch
(4.28) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Audrey
Bannister

(4.4) 
Cross country 

(4 years), track (3)

Garrett Mielke
(4.51)

Lacrosse 
(4 years),

basketball (3)

Kiasia
Agbohla-Swann

(2.95) 
Basketball 
(3 years),

volleyball (3)

Timaine Hill
(3.74) 

Bowling (3 years)

EAST KNOX EASTMOOR ACADEMY ELGIN FAIRBANKS FAIRFIELD CHRISTIAN 

Emily Opfer
(4.25) 

Track (4 years),
volleyball (2),
basketball (1)

Hunter Keller
(4.3) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (1), 

baseball (1)

Haley Warren
(4.25) 

Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (3),
softball (2)

Joshua Myers
(3.97)

Football (4 years),
baseball (2)

Amber Roth
(5.2)

Softball (4 years),
swimming (4),
volleyball (2)

Brett
Gubernath

(4.2) 
Cross country 

(4 years), 
track (4),

swimming (2)

Amelia
Cameron

(4.35) 
Cross country 

(4 years), 
track (3),

basketball (1)

Jeremy Ziegler
(4.43) 

Soccer (4 years),
track (3),

basketball (1)

Margaret
Roberts

(3.99) 
Cross country 

(4 years), track (2)

FAIRFIELD UNION FISHER CATHOLIC FRANKLIN HEIGHTS FREDERICKTOWN GAHANNA

Olivia Spillers
(4.0) 

Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (4),
track (4)

Ryan Magill
(3.96) 

Basketball 
(4 years)

Natalie Boyden
(3.73) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4), 

soccer (4),
basketball (1)

Aiden Jackson
(4.0) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4), 

baseball (2),
basketball (1)

Emily Wood
(3.62) 

Softball (4 years),
soccer (2),

basketball (1)

Deven Dean
(3.53)

Track (3 years),
cross country (1)

Kelly Sapp
(3.96)

Track (3 years),
cross country (1),

volleyball (1)

Titus Krabill
(3.96) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Megan
Massmann

(4.49) 
Track (4 years),
volleyball (3),

cross country (2)

Ryan Amer
(4.29) 

Cross country 
(4 years), track (2)

GRANDVIEW GRANVILLE GROVE CITY GROVE CITY CHRISTIAN GROVEPORT

Tayler Pierce
(3.89)

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (2)

Derek Amicon
(4.27) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4),

basketball (1)

Ella Rogers
(4.02)

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (4)

Michael
Donelan

(4.12) 
Football (2 years),

swimming (2),
track (1)

Elizabeth Saur
(4.58) 

Golf (4 years)

Jeremiah Bane
(3.88) 

Golf (4 years),
basketball (3)

Taylor Rice
(3.95)

Volleyball 
(4 years),

cheerleading (4),
track (3)

Joseph Phillips
(4.2) 

Baseball 
(4 years), 

football (2),
basketball (1)

Casey
Humphrey

(3.54) 
Basketball 
(4 years), 
track (2), 
tennis (1)

John Motton III
(3.47) 

Football (4 years),
track (4),

basketball (2)
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CD-0006283367-01

From shoe collections and new home offices to pantry and
garage storage, we help provide beautiful organizational solutions.

• Custom designed around your needs • Options to match your style & budget
• Built locally • Professional installation

Call 740-239-2348
to schedule a free in-home consultation.

Terms and Conditions: Discount applies to any complete custom closet, garage or home office unit. Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any
complete unit of $600 or more with incoming order at the time of purchase only. Offers expire 06-30-2021.

40% OFF Plus An Additional 15% Off

+ FREE INSTALLATION*
on orders over $600

18 MONTHS FINANCING AVAILABLE *OAC

Serving Columbus since 2002
columbus.closetsbydesign.com

Spring-Time For Fresh Organization Solutions!
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP HARTLEY HARVEST PREP HEATH HIGHLAND 

Kirsten
Offenbaker

(3.83) 
Cross country 

(4 years), 
track (4)

Cael Shaw
(3.76)

Swimming 
(4 years), 

soccer (4), 
tennis (1)

Caroline Berger
(4.0) 

Golf (4 years),
softball (2)

Declan O’Brien
(3.98) 

Soccer (4 years)

Kammy Gichoya
(4.45)

Softball (4 years),
volleyball (4)

Shelby Flynn
(4.74)

Basketball 
(4 years), 

softball (4),
volleyball (4),

track (1)

Hayden Wiley
(4.69)

Football (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (3)

Peyton
Carpenter

(4.0) 
Track (4 years),
basketball (4),

soccer (3),
volleyball (1)

Owen Mott
(3.72) 

Golf (4 years),
baseball (4)

HILLIARD BRADLEY HILLIARD DARBY HILLIARD DAVIDSON INDEPENDENCE INTERNATIONAL

Callie Hribar
(4.78)

Golf (4 years),
bowling (4), 

track (2)

Luke Miller
(4.44)

Tennis (4 years)

Mackenzie
Hessick

(4.76) 
Soccer (4 years),

basketball (1)

Sean Carney
(4.11) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Grace Royer
(4.81)

Basketball 
(4 years), 

soccer (4),
lacrosse (2)

Nathan Gilbert
(4.62)

Cross country 
(4 years), track (2)

Kapri Dawkins
(3.59) 

Volleyball 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Orlando Jones
(2.6) 

Football (4 years),
track (2), 

baseball (1),
basketball (1),

bowling (1)

Natalee Kimes
(3.71) 

Volleyball 
(4 years), 

softball (3),
basketball (1)

Coleman King
(3.34) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

JOHNSTOWN JONATHAN ALDER KIPP COLUMBUS LAKEWOOD LANCASTER

Ashley Villa
(4.56) 

Track (4 years),
basketball (2)

AJ Zink
(3.95) 

Lacrosse
(3 years), 

hockey (3)

Elaina Winslow
(4.0) 

Soccer (4 years),
track (4)

Riley Woods
(4.0) 

Tennis (4 years)

Kiara Rahmaan
(3.73) 

Cheerleading 
(4 years)

Riley Jones
(4.26) 

Track (4 years),
tennis (2)

Cade
Williamson

(4.23) 
Baseball 

(4 years), 
cross country (4)

Grace Parrett
(4.48) 

Cross country 
(3 years), track (3)

Jacob Reed
(4.54)

Wrestling 
(4 years)

LIBERTY UNION LICKING HEIGHTS LICKING VALLEY LINDEN LOGAN ELM

Reagan Farmer
(4.44) 

Softball (4 years)

Denver Kosch
(4.23) 

Wrestling 
(4 years), 

football (3), 
track (3)

Madison
Werling

(4.14) 
Soccer (4 years),

basketball (4),
softball (2)

Alexa Thomas
(4.26) 

Basketball 
(4 years),

volleyball (3),
track (2)

Benjamin
Kozlowski

(4.97)
Lacrosse
(4 years), 

football (2)

Taylor
McMichael

(3.86) 
Basketball 
(4 years), 

softball (1)

Shamarion
Rogers

(3.12) 
Basketball 
(4 years), 

football (2)

Riley Schultz
(3.8) 

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (2), 
softball (1)

Isaac Ward
(4.15) 

Basketball 
(4 years)
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614-344-6933 bath-fitter.com/local750

OUR BENEFITS

Easy to Clean,
Virtually Maintenance Free

Seamless Wall High-Gloss Acrylic
Maintains Its Shine

Book your FREE design
CONSULTATION today!

1Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. 2Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 9/15/21. All offers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only, and must be
presented and used at time of estimate.Minimumpurchase required.May not be combinedwith other offers or applied to previous purchases. Valid only at select Bath Fitter locations. Offers andwarranty subject to limitations. Fixtures and features
may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. Jason Haught OH MPL #37445, Jason Haught WV MPL #PL07514, Mark Bunch MI MPL #8111651, WV HIC #WV038808. Each

Franchise Independently Owned And Operated By Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC.

FITS YOUR life
With our unique tub-over-tub liners, replacements, and
tub-to-shower conversions we can complete your bathroom
renovation in as little as a day. At Bath Fitter, we don’t just fit
your bath, we fit your life. Why have over two million people
brought Bath Fitter into their homes? It Just Fits.

750750
on your next

SAVE UP TO

BATHROOM PROJECT
*

LIMITED-TIME OFFER!

2

1

C
D
-0
00

62
83

31
9-
01
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LONDON MADISON PLAINS MARION-FRANKLIN MARION HARDING MARYSVILLE 

Elli Trimble
(3.94)

Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (4),
softball (4)

Ashton Wolford
(4.34) 

Soccer (4 years),
track (4)

Cidny Long
(3.89) 

Volleyball 
(4 years), 

softball (4)

Corey Cress
(3.79) 

Football (4 years),
baseball (4)

Rachel Jared
(3.99) 

Softball (4 years),
volleyball (4)

Rickey
Anderson

(3.24) 
Football (4 years)

Nicole Flock
(3.86)

Tennis (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (3)

Owen Russell
(3.42) 

Soccer (4 years)

Katherine
Krueger

(4.32) 
Cross country 

(4 years), 
track (4)

MIFFLIN MOUNT GILEAD MOUNT VERNON NEW ALBANY NEWARK 

Kyah Mitchell
(3.64) 

Track (3 years),
basketball (1),

cheerleading (4)

Allison Johnson
(4.36) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Andrew
Williamson

(3.9) 
Wrestling 
(4 years), 

football (4)

Alexis Rapp
(4.46)

Soccer (4 years),
track (1)

Ethan Laslo
(4.09) 

Football (4 years),
baseball (4)

Madison Spiess
(4.36) 

Golf (4 years),
tennis (3)

Jakob Bering
(4.3) 

Soccer (4 years),
track (1)

Summer Sands
(4.36) 

Soccer (4 years)

Carl Anderson
(4.18) 

Tennis (3 years),
soccer (1)

Sean
Richardson

(4.34)
Soccer (4 years),

tennis (4)

Kendrick
Frempong

(3.72) 
Basketball (4),

cross country (3),
tennis (2), track (1),

football (1)

NEWARK CATHOLIC NORTH UNION NORTHLAND NORTHMOR NORTHRIDGE

Brynn
Peddicord

(3.96) 
Basketball 
(4 years),

volleyball (4)

Pierce Ormond
(4.0) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4),

basketball (2)

Jordyn
Hoffman

(4.0) 
Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (4)

Caleb Isler
(3.98) 

Wrestling 
(4 years), 
track (4), 

cross country (2),
football (2)

Fatima
Henderson-

Bernard
(3.5) 

Cross country 
(3 years), track (3)

Shemar Watson
(3.0)

Football (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (2)

Megan Adkins
(3.67) 

Softball (4 years),
volleyball (4),
basketball (1)

Austin
Hammond

(3.51) 
Football (4 years),

track (3)

Abbigail Beyer
(4.3) 

Track (3 years),
volleyball (2),
basketball (2),

cross country (1),
softball (1)

Aidan Isler
(4.41) 

Basketball 
(4 years),
track (4), 

football (3)

OLENTANGY OLENTANGY BERLIN OLENTANGY LIBERTY OLENTANGY ORANGE PICKERINGTON CENTRAL

Olivia DiGiovine
(4.24) 

Cross country
(4 years), 
track (4)

Caleb Gossett
(4.13) 

Football (4 years),
basketball (3)

Maia Crumb
(4.0) 

Softball (3 years),
wrestling (2)

Austin Corley
(4.2) 

Basketball 
(4 years), 
soccer (4)

Logan Flaugh
(4.16) 

Volleyball 
(4 years)

Jayce
Fitzpatrick

(4.12) 
Wrestling 
(4 years),

lacrosse (2)

Noel Frye
(4.09) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4),

wrestling (2)

Austin Knupp
(4.17) 

Baseball 
(4 years), 

hockey (2)

Grace Vega
(4.59) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (3), 

softball (1)

Brady Phelps
(4.6) 

Tennis (4 years)
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www.improveitusa.com

In As Little As one Day!

Replace Your TubWith A New

SHOWERWALK-IN

SELECT
YOUR STYLES

ST
EP1

OUTWITH
THE OLD

ST
EP2

WATERPROOF
INSTALLATION

ST
EP3

COLUMBUS’S TRUSTED REMODELER SINCE 1989

“I had a bathroom redone and everything
looks very nice. Took the bathtub out and put

in a shower. Looks completely different. Exactly
what I wanted and expected. Thanks for doing a

wonderful job!” – April B.

CustomGrab Bar Placements

Stylish Shelving Options

PLUS NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST UNTIL 2022!

$1,495 OFF
YOUR BATH REMODEL

*

614-347-1895
GET YOUR FREE QUOTE

*Minimum purchase required. Purchase must be made during initial visit. Offer good off regular labor

prices only. Not valid on previous purchases. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Discounts will

be applied against installation price at time of contract proposal. Other restrictions and conditions may

apply. Improveit Home Remodeling is neither a broker or a lender. Financing is provided by third party

������� ����������� ���� ��������� ���� ����������� ����� ����� ��� ���������� �������� ��������

������� ��� �������� ��� ���� ������� ��� ������� �� ������ ������������ ��� ������������ ���������� ��

������ ���������� ���� ���������� ��� ������ ��� �������� ��������� ��� ����������� ��� �������� �����

improveitusa.com for additional information and conditions. Offer expires 6/30/21.
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PICKERINGTON NORTH PLEASANT READY REYNOLDSBURG RIVER VALLEY 

Kara Thomas
(4.3) 

Soccer (4 years),
track (2)

Tyce Neu
(4.12) 

Football (2 years),
wrestling (2)

Sydney James
(3.85) 

Swimming 
(3 years),

volleyball (2),
basketball (1)

Austin Shaffer
(3.91) 

Football (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (2)

Catherine Wolfe
(3.97) 

Softball (4 years),
basketball (2),
volleyball (1)

Elias Wahl
(3.83) 

Soccer (4 years),
football (1), 

tennis (1)

Cassidy Collins
(4.14) 

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (3)

Natanas Gaver
(4.02) 

Swimming 
(4 years), 
soccer (2)

Mindi Klaus
(4.0)

Volleyball 
(4 years),

cheerleading (4),
track (1)

Carson
Bollinger

(4.0) 
Soccer (4 years),

tennis (4)

SHEKINAH CHRISTIAN SOUTH ST. CHARLES TEAYS VALLEY THOMAS WORTHINGTON

Sydney Lyons
(4.06) 

Volleyball 
(4 years)

Reece Yakubov
(4.12) 

Tennis (4 years),
golf (4)

Karoline Pees
(5.22) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4),

swimming (1)

Carson Weiss
(3.35) 

Wrestling 
(4 years), 
track (4), 

cross country (2)

Jazmine Rogers
(3.99)

Track (4 years),
soccer (3)

Victor Nash
(4.39) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4)

Princess Dweh
(3.72) 

Tennis (3 years),
softball (2),

cheerleading (2)

Ronmell
Robinson

(2.9) 
Football (4 years),

basketball (3),
track (1)

TREE OF LIFE UPPER ARLINGTON UTICA WALNUT RIDGE WATKINS MEMORIAL

Hannah York
(4.09) 

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (1),

cheerleading (1)

Nathan
Stechschulte

(4.19) 
Soccer (4 years),

basketball (2)

Lydia Muldoon
(4.3) 

Swimming 
(4 years), 

water polo (3),
golf (1)

Avery Voss
(4.4)

Swimming 
(4 years), 

water polo (4)

Sydni
Cunningham

(4.12) 
Volleyball 
(4 years)

Jarrett Pfi�ster
(4.25)

Basketball 
(4 years), 

cross country (4),
baseball (3), 

track (1)

Nevaeh Reaves
(3.79) 

Basketball 
(4 years), 

cross country (3),
track (3)

Darron Brown
(3.52)

Football (4 years),
basketball (4),

baseball (2)

Lillia Walter
(4.15) 

Tennis (4 years),
basketball (4)

Jeff Cameron
(4.04) 

Wrestling 
(4 years), 

cross country (1)

WATTERSON WELLINGTON WEST WEST JEFFERSON WESTERVILLE CENTRAL

Grace Jenkins
(4.28) 

Soccer (4 years),
softball (2), 

track (1)

Andrew
Bettendorf

(4.02) 
Lacrosse
(4 years), 

football (4),
basketball (1)

Christine Cooke
(3.98) 

Soccer (4 years),
swimming (3),
basketball (1)

Heath Thomas
(3.77)

Swimming 
(4 years)

Fatuma
Mohamed

(3.81) 
Volleyball 

(4 years), softball
(4), basketball (2),

soccer (1)

Amer’
Hutchinson

(3.0) 
Football (4 years),

track (4),
basketball (3)

Vanessa Peshko
(4.0) 

Volleyball 
(4 years), 
track (2), 
tennis (1)

Korbin Keith
(3.95) 

Football (4 years),
baseball (2),
basketball (1)

Ashley
Hockstok

(4.43) 
Cross country 

(4 years), 
track (4),

swimming (3)

Josh Qian
(4.79)

Golf (4 years),
tennis (1)
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WESTERVILLE NORTH WESTERVILLE SOUTH

WESTFALL WESTLAND

Autymn Briggs
(4.4) 

Track (4 years),
cheerleading (1)

Brennan
Albertini

(3.63) 
Football (4 years),

baseball (4),
wrestling (3)

Taylor Hughes
(4.5) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 
track (4), 

bowling (4)

Peter Pedrozo
(4.67) 

Football (4 years),
basketball (4)

Kylee Henry
(4.0) 

Cross country 
(4 years), 

soccer (4),
basketball (4),

softball (4)

Sofi�a Rodriguez
(3.58) 

Volleyball
(4 years), 
track (4)

Drew Curtiss
(3.52) 

Baseball (4 years)

WHETSTONE WHITEHALL

WORTHINGTON
CHRISTIAN

WORTHINGTON
KILBOURNE

Macy Staggs
(4.37) 

Volleyball 
(4 years),

basketball (1)

Dominic Panzo
(4.34) 

Baseball (4 years)

Kylie Brown
(3.73) 

Volleyball 
(4 years), 

softball (4)

Katherine
Weakley

(3.94) 
Basketball 
(4 years)

Tyler Kindberg
(3.96) 

Soccer (4 years),
basketball (4),

track (1)

Lauren Richner
(4.36) 

Swimming 
(4 years), 

water polo (4),
track (4)

Mitchell
Tomasek

(3.3)
Football (3 years),

basketball (3)

Take a listen to 
The Dispatch

A wide variety of  podcasts are available to stream or download 
in your preferred podcasting app. Check them out!

A project on the 

Linden community, 

exploring where 

it’s been and 

where it’s going.

dispatch.com/podcasts

Political news 

and insight 

from the public 

affairs staff  of  

The Columbus 

Dispatch.

Discussions of  

important cultural 

and social issues 

relating to race, 

culture, gender 

and equality.

A weekly 

podcast on 

Ohio State 

basketball 

featuring 

Adam Jardy.

A weekly podcast 

on Ohio State 

football featuring 

Bill Rabinowitz, 

Joey Kaufman 

and Rob Oller.

Hear the latest 

interviews from 

news-makers, 

politicians, artists 

and musicians.

A roundtable 

discussion on 

the Blue Jackets 

with reporter 

Brian Hedger 

and columnist 

Michael Arace.

A podcast about 

the Crew with 

reporter Jacob 

Myers, columnist 

Michael Arace and 

photographer 

Kyle Robertson.

An audio story 

about fraternity 

hazing and the life 

and death of  Collin 

Wiant, an 18-year-

old student at 

Ohio University.

Get Dispatch 

headlines, along 

with the latest 

news and updates 

from central Ohio 

and beyond, 

every morning.
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Sports played: Field hockey (4
years), cross country (4), track (4)

Academic highlights: AP Scholar;
six-time Academic All-Ohio; scored 32
on ACT

Athletic highlights: Four-time all-
state, two-time all-America and mem-
ber of two state championship teams in
fi�eld hockey; three-time state qualifi�er
in cross country; two-time all-state in
track

College choice: Northwestern (an-
ticipated major: cognitive science, pre-
med track)

Photo location: The fi�eld hockey
fi�eld at Academy is where I spent much
time developing my skills and creating
memories I cherish with my team.

Home front: My parents are Gretch-
en and Patrick Cornelius, and I have two
sisters: Lydia is 20 and Paige is 15.

Favorite subject: Either English or
biology. I love reading and writing, and
learning about how diff�erent things live
and grow has always fascinated me.

Least-favorite subject: Calculus! I
don’t do well with problems that have
only one answer or aren’t open to inter-
pretation.

Prized possession: My running
watch! I almost never take it off�, even on
occasions I defi�nitely should. I hate be-
ing late and it helps log all of my work-
outs and steps.

Favorite book: “The Chosen,” by
Chaim Potok. It’s a beautiful story about
the power of friendship and following
your own path in life, regardless of ex-

pectations.
Favorite movie: “Collateral Beauty”

shows how there is always a bit of a hap-
py ending if you choose to look for it.

Favorite television show: “Criminal
Minds”. I like trying to solve the cases
along with the team.

Favorite musicians: The Young
Wild. Their music can be both incredi-
bly soothing and a great pump up!

Favorite animal: Hummingbirds are
always fun to watch fl�ying around in the
summer. They seem so cheerful.

Essential app: Snapchat. I’m horri-
ble at keeping streaks but I always text
and call people on it.

Favorite home-cooked meal:
Cheese ravioli and a Caesar salad, which
my mom makes.

My cooking specialty: Alfredo pas-
ta with crispy mushrooms, though I’m
really more of a baker.

Favorite restaurant: Either The

Melting Pot or TAT. I’m a sucker for their
homemade pasta.

Guilty pleasure: Baking cake-batter
macarons.

Proudest sports moment: Compet-
ing in the state meet for cross country,
then heading straight to state fi�nals for
fi�eld hockey and scoring the winning
goal in my junior year.

Sport I’d like to try: Ice hockey. I
used to fi�gure skate, so it seems like a
perfect combination!

Story behind my uniform number:
I wear No. 6, which is the number a fam-
ily friend and former CA and Northwest-
ern fi�eld hockey player Charlotte Vaziri
wore.

Favorite athlete: Serena Williams.
I’ve grown up watching her play, and her
perseverance and tenacity has always
amazed me.

Inspiration: My parents have em-
phasized the value of hard work and led

through example my whole life.
Dream job: Working as a physician

with Doctors Without Borders.
I’d sell this in my store: Books! I’m

always looking for new things to read.
Place I’d like to travel: Either Venice

or Florence, Italy. I took Latin and ended
up falling in love with the history, art
and culture of the regions.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I can jump rope while
on a pogo stick.

Least-favorite household chore:
Vacuuming. The cords are always such a
hassle.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: True, unfortunate-
ly for my friends’ ears. 

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Whistling 

Words to leave by: “We cannot
change the cards we are dealt, just how
we play the hand.” — Randy Pausch

TOP FEMALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Regan
Cornelius

Columbus Academy
Grade-point average: 4.13 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$7,500
Encova Insurance 
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Encova Insurance believes that leadership 
is more than a position – it’s a behavior, 
focused less on what you do and more on 
how you do it. They encourage leadership 
in their associates, and Encova is proud to 
support community members who work to 
become better leaders every day. The align-
ment with the Scholar Athlete Awards’ 
goal of recognizing students who excel as 
leaders in their respective sport, classroom 
and communities is why Encova supports 
The Columbus Dispatch and the Encova 
Insurance Scholar Athlete Awards. Since 2007, 
Encova has contributed more than $720,000 
in scholarships to support the education of 
hundreds of college students.

“The Scholar Athlete Award Finalists were 
selected not just because of their outstanding 
athleticism, but because they took the lessons 
they learned from sports and applied them to 
accomplish academic excellence and genuine 
care for their community,” Encova President 
and CEO TJ Obrokta Jr. said. “The promise 
of these young leaders makes our team at 
Encova excited for the future.”

Each year, athletic directors, principals and 
guidance staff at more than 100 Central Ohio 
high schools nominate students who embody 
the ideals of scholar athletes. These students 
have gone on to study at universities close to 
home, such as The Ohio State University, and 
throughout the country at schools such as 
Harvard University and Vanderbilt University.

This year, Encova will award $60,000 in 
scholarships to 10 graduating seniors. Two of 
the scholarships honor John J. Bishop, former 
president and CEO of Motorists Insurance 
Group, now Encova Insurance. The John J. 
Bishop scholarships award $8,500 to one 
male and one female athlete.

“While we aren’t able to honor the Scholar 
Athlete Awards Finalists in person this year, 
we’re grateful for all they do to make our 
neighborhood a better place,” Obrokta said. 
“We know their impact will continue through 
college and beyond.”

Encova’s mission is to exceed the expecta-
tions of their policyholders, appointed agents 
and associates by being the most trusted and 
responsive provider of industry-leading insur-
ance solutions.

“We live out our mission by building trust-
ing and caring relationships with our agents, 
policyholders and communities,” Obrokta said. 

“Our associates generously give back to the 
community through countless volunteer hours 
and personal financial contributions to chari-
ties Encova supports. From Ronald McDonald 
House to the Scholar Athlete Awards to more 
than 100 individual charities across our geo-
graphic footprint, our goal is to leave a perma-
nent mark where we live and work.”

Supporting our future leaders through 
the Scholar Athlete Awards

“The Scholar Athlete Awards finalists have been selected 
not just because of their outstanding athleticism, but 
because they’ve taken the lessons they’ve learned from 
sports and applied them to accomplish academic excellence 
and genuine care for their community.”

— TJ Obrokta, Jr., 
Encova President and CEO

Encova scholarship winners (clockwise from top left):  
Regan Cornelius (Joshua A. Bickel/Dispatch photo);  

Josh Qian (Fred Squillante/Dispatch photo);  
Haley Warren (Courtney Hergesheimer photo);  

Landymn Steele (Kyle Robertson/Dispatch photo)

ABOUT ENCOVA INSURANCE
Encova Insurance provides commercial, auto, home 
and life insurance. A super-regional carrier ranked 
in the top 20 mutual insurance companies in the 
United States, Encova includes more than 1,200 
associates writing in 28 states and the District of 
Columbia, premiums in excess of $1 billion, a sur-
plus in excess of $1.77 billion and assets in excess 
of $4.3 billion. The group markets insurance solu-
tions through more than 2,000 independent agen-
cies in the Midwest, Northeast and South.

SPONSOR FEATURE
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Sports played: Golf (4 years), tennis
(1) 

Academic highlights: AP Scholar
with Distinction; National Merit Com-
mended Scholar; scored 1480 on SAT 

Athletic highlights: Two-time all-
state, three-time all-district, four-time
all-league and two-time league player of
the year in golf 

College choice: Emory University
(anticipated major: economics) 

Photo location: I chose The Lakes
Golf and Country Club. I began playing
golf when I was 6 years old, and the game
has played an incredible role in my life,
so it is only right to do it at a golf course.

Home front: My father is Tony Qian,
my mother is Sherry Yan, and I have a
31-year-old sister, Jenny. 

Favorite subject: Mathematics, be-
cause I love working with numbers and
fi�nding the right answer. 

Least-favorite subject: English, be-
cause there are a million ways to get the
“right” answer. That makes it confusing
at times, but I also enjoy that aspect. 

Prized possession: My driver, be-
cause that is my money maker. I’ve been
using a Ping driver for the past few
years. Right now I have the G425 model. 

Favorite book: “The Great Gatsby,”
by F. Scott Fitzgerald. The plot is inter-
esting and it teaches a good lesson to
appreciate what you have. 

Favorite movie: “Molly’s Game,” be-
cause I am interested in poker and be-
cause Molly Bloom continues to perse-
vere despite all the adversity she faces. 

Favorite television show: “Ameri-
ca’s Worst Cooks” is entertaining and
makes me feel better about myself. 

Favorite musician: Luke Combs.
Country music is the best thing to listen
to on the golf course. 

Favorite animal: Panda bears are
cute and playful. I've never seen a panda
in person but I love watching videos of
them online. 

Essential app: Snapchat, which is
mostly how I stay in touch with my
friends. 

Favorite home-cooked meal: Meat-
balls, made by my dad. He puts an Asian
twist on them, but I can’t give away his
secrets. 

My cooking specialty: I’m not a
good cook at all, but my favorite thing to
make is ramen. 

Favorite restaurant: Texas Road-
house, where I always get the 6-ounce
sirloin steak and grilled shrimp. 

Guilty pleasure: I always enjoy a
good cheat meal every now and then.
With graduation party season, it seems

every meal is a cheat meal. Otherwise, I
love Raising Cane’s and doughnuts. 

Proudest sports moment: Winning
a playoff� to qualify for the Division I
state golf meet during my junior year. 

Sport I’d like to try: Polo or croquet.
Hitting balls with mallets really inter-
ests me and doing it on horseback just
sounds even better! 

Favorite athlete: Tiger Woods em-
bodies what it means to be a true cham-
pion. 

Inspiration: Tiger Woods inspires
me because despite all the setbacks he
has faced he still continues to prove why
he is the greatest to ever play golf. It’s
hard to say whether he can win again.
He has some very serious injuries but if
there’s anyone in the world who can
come back from that, it’s him.

Dream job: To be a professional golf-
er. Traveling around the world and play-
ing golf doesn’t sound too bad. 

I’d sell this in my store: If I owned a
store it would probably be a bakery and I
would be famous for my cookies. 

Places I’d like to travel: South Afri-
ca or Italy because they are both so dif-
ferent from Ohio and the food looks
amazing. 

Something most people don’t
know about me: I can juggle any spher-
ical objects (golf balls, tennis balls, etc.)
but I have only tried doing three. 

Least-favorite household chore:
Taking out the trash, because it smells
bad. 

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Never. I do sing out
loud when I am alone, though. 

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Tennis. I tried
playing in high school this year and was
never any good. 

Words to leave by: “May you live all
the days of your life” — Jonathan Swift

TOP MALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Josh Qian

Westerville Central 
Grade-point average: 4.79 

FRED SQUILLANTE/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$7,500
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Volleyball (4 years),
basketball (3), softball (2)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member, president; Con-
gress of Future Medical Leaders award
of excellence winner

Athletic highlights: Leadership
award for basketball, volleyball

Leadership highlights: Three-time
captain in basketball; captain in volley-
ball and softball; four-year student am-
bassador and peer tutor

College choice: Howard University
(anticipated major: chemistry)

Photo location: I had my photo tak-
en at the Cultural Wall on Long Street. I
would pass it often growing up, and see-
ing local African-Americans doing
amazing things inspired me. 

Home front: There are six of us. My
parents are Henry Warren Jr. and Can-
dace Warren, and my three brothers are
Henry, Harrison and Carter.

Favorite subject: Chemistry. It’s in-
triguing to learn about the natural world
at the molecular level.

Least-favorite subject: Calculus, be-
cause there’s a lot to remember and the
problems can be very time-consuming.

Favorite book: “The Giver,” by Lois
Lowry. It was the fi�rst book that taught
me to embrace my diff�erences. It’s the
fi�rst time I felt comfortable with who I
am as a person.

Favorite movie: “Now You See Me,” a
movie about optical illusion. The movie
gets better every time you watch it be-
cause there’s always something you

missed.
Favorite television show: “The Of-

fi�ce” gives you a diff�erent perspective on
how a “normal” life doesn’t have to be
monotonous.

Favorite musician: I have listened to
Sam Smith’s albums on repeat since
middle school. 

Favorite animal: Golden Retrievers.
I just fi�nd them really cute.

Essential app: My calendar app. I
am terrible at keeping up with paper
planners, so transferring my events to a
digital platform was the best thing I
could have done.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Baked
spaghetti with meatballs reminds me of
home. My dad prepares it most of the
time.

My cooking specialty: Defi�nitely
chicken fried rice, a simple and hearty
meal to prepare.

Favorite restaurant: O’Charley’s.
After every event I have (award ceremo-
ny, dance recital, you name it) my family
goes there to celebrate. It’s become al-

most a tradition. My favorite thing is
their potato soup.

Guilty pleasure: Defi�nitely brownies
and ice cream. But it’s not an occasional
thing at all.

Story behind my uniform number:
My full name has 11 letters in it, so I
wanted my jersey number to be No. 11.

Favorite athlete: LeBron James,
mostly because of how much he has
poured into the community over the
years. He’s doing his part to make a dif-
ference, and I love that.

Inspiration: My parents are the
most infl�uential people in my life. I have
watched both of them succeed in their
individual careers while still maintain-
ing a stable foundation for my siblings
and me. They also have extreme com-
passion and empathy toward others.

Dream job: As a pediatrician, I
would aspire to combat implicit bias
and make hospitals a safe and welcom-
ing place for people of color. I know
what it feels like to feel sick and hope-
less, but I also know how it feels to over-

come that. I want other children to ex-
perience the same triumph.

I’d sell this in my store: Ice cream,
defi�nitely. I am obsessed with it, so be-
ing surrounded by ice cream in a store
would be amazing.

Place I’d like to travel: I want to
travel to every country in Africa, but I
love Nigerian culture so I’d like to visit
there fi�rst.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I love to dance and
paint.

Least-favorite household chore:
The dishes! I’d rather do anything else!
It’s so time-consuming and I always
miss dishes around the house.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Yes, I sing all the
time. My family is defi�nitely tired of me.

Words to leave by: Just enjoy where
you are now. We always get caught up in
the future, and before we know it, our
entire lives have passed by. So learn to
embrace your present self. Live in the
moment!

JOHN J. BISHOP FEMALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Haley
Warren

Eastmoor Academy
Grade-point average: 4.25 

COURTNEY HERGESHEIMER/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$7,500
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Football (4 years),
bowling (4), baseball (3), track (2)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; Honor roll
member every quarter

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-league in football

Leadership highlights: Two-time
captain of football and bowling teams,
captain of baseball team; Servant Lead-
ership Internship at the Freedom School

College choice: Morehouse College
(anticipated major: educational stud-
ies)

Photo location: Africentric played a
big role in my decision to go to school at
Morehouse, where I can pursue the
brotherhood, education and growth
that I am in search of.

Home front: My mother is Jonquil
Steele and my godmother is Andrea
Scott. I also have two sisters, Parist
Steele and Iyonna Bayless; and three
brothers, Cortlynd Steele, Jamiel Steele
and David Scott.

Favorite subject: History holds the
keys to the future. Without understand-
ing the past, we won’t be able to walk
into our future.

Least-favorite subject: Science,
mostly due to the fact I could never real-
ly get into the writing portion of it.

Prized possession: My faith. It may

be a spiritual possession, but if it had
not been for the Lord on my side, I would
have given up on life a long time ago.

Favorite book: The Bible. 
Favorite movie: My favorite is “Boo!

A Madea Halloween.” Really, any movie
in Tyler Perry’s Madea series is pure
comedy.

Favorite television show: “How to
Get Away with Murder,” because it has
my favorite actress, Viola Davis, in the
leading role.

Favorite musician: The gospel sing-
er Tamela Mann. You can feel the emo-
tion as she sings.

Favorite animal: The lion — the
kings and queens of the wild.

Essential app: Google is able to tell
me the answer to almost any question
within seconds.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
mother’s four-cheese ravioli, served
with homemade garlic bread and salad.

My cooking specialty: French toast
Favorite restaurant: Pier 11 Boiling

Seafood & Bar
Guilty pleasure: Brownies mixed

with vanilla ice cream is the best. It’s
just sweet, lol.

Proudest sports moment: In my ju-
nior year, we went to overtime against
Marion-Franklin in football. I came in to
sack the quarterback from defensive
end, but he threw a forward lateral as he
was going down that wasn’t called. That
led to their game-winning touchdown.
We may have been cheated, but it was
still my proudest moment.

Sport I’d like to try: I’d like to try
skiing due to how ludicrous it seems.

Favorite athlete: JuJu Smith-
Schuster of the Pittsburgh Steelers. Af-
ter meeting him in person, his whole at-
titude reminded me of myself. You can
see the leadership within him.

Inspiration: My family, because de-
spite the evil we may have faced, we still
continue to strive for success. I owe my
family the world for all they have done
for me. College has always been a must
because as we put it, “When one goes,
we all go.”

Dream job: A minority-rights activ-
ist. When I advocate and act for people, I

feel as if I am doing something greater
than myself.

I’d sell this in my store: I would sell
“how-to” books and videos because I
would never run out of business. People
will never stop needing education about
how to do things.

Place I’d like to travel: New Guinea,
so I could see where my family is from.

Something most people don’t
know about me: Gospel music keeps
me calm, cool and collected.

Least-favorite household chore:
Doing the dishes, because it makes me
sweat.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Not unless I’m
comfortable with them. When people
ask why, I say, “because my ministry is
not to bless everyone’s ears.”

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Playing off�ense
in basketball. I can’t shoot to save my
life.

Words to leave by: “For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith with-
out works is dead also.” — James 2:26

JOHN J. BISHOP MALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Landymn
Steele

Africentric 
Grade-point average: 3.72 

KYLE ROBERTSON/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$7,500
Encova Insurance 
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LEADERSHIP ISN’T WHAT YOU DO,

IT’S HOW YOU DO IT

Congratulations, 2021 Scholar Athlete
Award Finalists!
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Sports played: Cross country (4
years), track (4), swimming (1)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; Academic all-
Ohio; scored 33 on ACT

Athletic highlights: First-team all-
region and all-district and state-meet
qualifi�er in cross country; second-team
all-league in track

College choice: Cedarville (antici-
pated major: allied health, pre-physical
therapy)

Photo location: Slate Run Metro Park.
I took long runs each week at this park for
cross country throughout high school. It
is such a beautiful place to run, especially
when the leaves change in the fall!

Home front: I live with my parents,
Kevin and Kerri Pees, and have two old-
er siblings: Kaitlyn is 23 and Caleb is 21.

Favorite subject: I always liked
math. Solving complex questions and
fi�nding the answer makes me feel ac-
complished.

Least-favorite subject: English. I
enjoy reading occasionally but analyz-
ing literature has never been a favorite.

Prized possession: My piano! I play
almost every day, so I will miss it while
away at college!

Favorite book: Growing up, “The
Mysterious Benedict Society,” by Tren-
ton Lee Stewart, captured my attention
and let my imagination wander.

Favorite movie: “McFarland, USA,”
about a cross country team. I love to
watch it before big races!

Favorite television show: I enjoy

the airy humor of “The Offi�ce.” I also can
play the theme song on the piano while
sitting backwards.

Favorite musicians: The praise
team at my church, Village Chapel. It
has been a joy to be a part of this team
over the past fi�ve years.

Favorite animal: Killer whales.
When I went to SeaWorld as a kid, I
thought they were fascinating!

Essential app: Spotify! I love listen-
ing to music, especially worship music.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Pretty
much any meal that includes rice. My
mom is really creative at cooking chick-
en all diff�erent ways and pairing it with
diff�erent things like sweet potatoes,
broccoli or chickpeas. 

Favorite restaurant: Brassica is de-
licious! The pita sandwiches are fresh
and fi�lling. They are probably one of the
messiest things to eat, but worth it!

Guilty pleasures: Graeter’s salted
caramel ice cream and maple iced long
john doughnuts from Lindsey’s Bakery

in Circleville.
Proudest sports moment: Qualify-

ing for the Division I state cross country
meet last fall was probably the hardest
physical thing I’ve ever done. It was
such an honor to have run against the
best runners in Ohio!

Favorite athletes: My siblings have
both worked hard in their sports to give
their all. They always pulled me along
and helped me get better. 

Inspiration: My parents! My mom
was a stay-at-home mom and home-
schooled my siblings and me. My dad
has always been there for us while also
providing for my family. In humility,
they have both taught me by personal
example to work hard and give God all
the glory.

Dream job: Being a physical thera-
pist who works with athletes. A physical
therapist gave me hope when I faced an
injury and I want to do the same for oth-
er athletes!

I’d sell this in my store: Cupcakes!

When I was little my cousin and I
formed the Cupcake Club. We started
baking and selling cupcakes.

Place I’d like to travel: I love visiting
U.S. National Parks. I would love to go
back to the Grand Canyon and hike it
again. 

Least-favorite household chore: I
never enjoyed folding laundry. By the
time I wash my clothes and fold them, I
just wear them again. 

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: I normally don’t
when others are around, but I do enjoy
singing in my car or while playing my
guitar!

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Making a que-
sadilla. I always get impatient and turn
up the burner too high. The outside ends
up getting burnt and on the inside the
cheese doesn’t even melt.

Words to leave by: “Go get ’em, kid”
— Teays Valley cross country and track
coach Zach Frank

FIRST RUNNER-UP FEMALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Karoline
Pees

Teays Valley 
Grade-point average: 5.22 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$5,500
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Cross country (4
years), track (3)

Academic highlights: AP Scholar
with Distinction; Cum Laude Society
member; scored 33 on ACT

Athletic highlights: First-team all-
league and all-district in cross country

College choice: Georgia Institute of
Technology (anticipated major: com-
puter science)

Photo location: I thought the Bexley
High School track was the best way to
represent my running career.

Home front: My mother is Elena Ir-
win and my father is Brian Roe, both of
whom are professors at Ohio State. I
have a 20-year-old brother, Isaac, who
is a jazz musician.

Favorite subject: At this point my
computer science classes don’t even feel
like work anymore, just an hour of prob-
lem-solving.

Least-favorite subject: I always had
a hard time memorizing things for biolo-
gy. However, I loved the teacher and my
classmates.

Prized possession: My Spikeball Pro
net. My friends and I have spent un-
counted hours playing spikeball togeth-
er, before and after practices as well as
on weekends.

Favorite book: “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest,” by Ken Kesey. I loved the
McMurphy character as well as the
mechanistic symbolism of the book.

Favorite movie: “The Usual Sus-
pects.” I did not see the twist coming at
all. It completely blew my mind.

Favorite television show: “BoJack
Horseman” is an animated show that
presents serious themes through a

wacky and goofy world with talking ani-
mals. It’s surprisingly clever.

Favorite musicians: Gunk is a rela-
tively new and small band that for me is
the perfect mix of nostalgic punk rock
and more technical math rock.

Favorite animal: I love dogs and
have always. I think they are the fl�uffi�est
and friendliest creatures in the world
and deserve the absolute best.

Essential app: Watching YouTube is
how I unwind from a long day.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
grandmother’s rouladen. It’s a German
meat dish consisting of veal, onions,
pickles and mustard.

My cooking specialty: I can’t confi�-
dently claim any specialty, but I would
say my burgers are above average.

Favorite restaurant: Cafe Istanbul
is a Turkish restaurant that is incredibly
good. I’m pretty sure they have the best
bread and baba ganoush in the world.

Guilty pleasure: Cream soda, when
my family buys it. It is dangerously

good.
Proudest sports moment: Organiz-

ing and participating in Bexley Round-
net Club’s fi�rst tournament. I founded
the club and organized the event. It was
incredibly rewarding to see all of my
work come to fruition.

Sport I’d like to try: I’d love to get
into volleyball more seriously. I’ve
played a couple times with my friends
and it has always been a blast. 

Favorite athlete: Preston Bies is a
professional Spikeball player who is in-
credibly good-natured and goofy as well
as really good at the sport.

Inspiration: My mom is an incredi-
bly kind, hard-working and badass indi-
vidual whose ambition is intense and
ceaseless. I hope to have half her moti-
vation someday.

Dream job: I think it would combine
my two most prominent passions: na-
ture (hiking and backpacking) and pro-
gramming. Most likely, I think this
would result in a technological job fo-

cused on sustainability.
I’d sell this in my store: Backpack-

ing gear, defi�nitely. It would be fun to
talk to each customer about planning
their trips and swapping tips.

Place I’d like to travel: I’d like to go
to Scotland to hike the West Highland
Way, a beautiful, long-distance back-
packing trail that winds through Scot-
land’s countryside.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I lived in Zurich, Swit-
zerland, for a year when I was 5 years
old.

Least-favorite household chore:
Making my bed. It’s a bunk bed and it’s
hard to put the sheets on the top bunk.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Only if it’s a really
good song. Then absolutely, which ac-
cording to my parents is a lot.

Words to leave by: “I never know if I
can handle anything. That’s what
makes my life so exciting!” — Todd Cha-
vez from “BoJack Horseman”

FIRST RUNNER-UP MALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Elliot Roe

Bexley 
Grade-point average: 4.65 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$5,500
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Basketball (4 years),
softball (4), volleyball (4), track (1)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; scored 28 on
ACT

Athletic highlights: First-team all-
district in basketball; second-team all-
league in volleyball and softball

College choice: Ohio Dominican
(anticipated major: integrated mathe-
matics education)

Photo location: I chose the high
school fi�eld because softball will always
be my favorite. I’ve played many other
sports, but nothing beats the way it feels
to be out on the diamond.

Home front: My parents are Cindy
and Matt Flynn, and I have a 20-year-
old brother, Marshall.

Favorite subject: Math, which hints
to why I chose mathematics as my ma-
jor. I enjoy the challenges of it and hon-
estly fi�nd some parts pretty fun to work
out.

Least-favorite subject: English
probably gives me the most trouble. It
bothers me when I’m writing and don’t
know how to put what’s in my head into
words.

Favorite book: I like Stephen King
books. “Pet Sematary” is one of my fa-
vorites.

Favorite movies: I LOVE Marvel

movies. I’ve seen every single one of
them many, MANY times.

Favorite television show: I watch
“The Offi�ce” way too much.

Favorite musician: I can’t really
choose a favorite, but just about any-
thing country is my style.

Favorite animal: I don’t really have a
true favorite, but I think lemurs are
adorable.

Essential app: Instagram. I’m al-
ways on it.

Favorite home-cooked meal: It’s
not really a meal, but my mom makes
some pretty darn good buff�alo chicken
dip.

My cooking specialty: I don’t cook
much, but when I do it’s usually some
Velveeta shells and cheese.

Favorite restaurant: Pappy’s Grill
on 79 is the best. I’d eat there every day
if I had the choice.

Guilty pleasure: Getting takeout for
dinner when I’m not in the mood to
make anything and because I don’t want
to sit in a restaurant. Eating at home

while watching Netfl�ix is the best.
Proudest sports moment: When

our basketball team made it to the dis-
trict championship game this year. We
fi�nished runner-up, but we were the
fi�rst Heath girls team to make a district
fi�nal in Division II.

Sport I’d like to try: I’d like to try la-
crosse. It looks, like, really hard but
seems fun.

Inspiration: He may not know it, but
my brother inspires me and has always
motivated me to be my best. I’ve looked
up to him since we were young and I still
do. I can’t wait to be at ODU with him
next year.

Dream job: It may sound boring, but
my dream job would be to come back to
Heath to teach math in middle or high
school while coaching either softball or
basketball.

I’d sell this in my store: Clothes for
tall people and people with really long
legs. As a tall person with long legs, I
can’t even begin to explain how hard it is
to fi�nd jeans in a store that aren’t way

too short.
Place I’d like to travel: I’m not a big

traveling person, but I love going to
Nashville, Tennessee, and walking
down Broadway and Music Row.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I can juggle … sort of.

Least-favorite household chore:
For some reason I don’t like putting
clean clothes away. They pile up until
I’ve got a tower of clothes on my desk.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: If those people are
friends or family, then maybe they’ll get
a show.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Math problems
on the derivative of inverse functions. If
you took AP Calculus, then you know
what I’m talkin’ about.

Words to leave by: I really like this
quote, especially after this crazy year:
“What lies behind us and what lies be-
fore us are small matters compared to
what lies within us” — Ralph Waldo Em-
erson

SECOND RUNNER-UP
FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Shelby
Flynn

Heath 
Grade-point average: 4.74 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$4,000
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Basketball (4 years),
soccer (4)

Academic highlights: AP Scholar
with Honor; National Honor Society
member; scored 30 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-district and fi�rst-team all-league in
basketball; honorable mention all-
league in soccer

College choice: University of Penn-
sylvania (anticipated major: economics
and statistics/analytics)

Photo location: In the gymnasium at
Olentangy Berlin. I was redistricted here
when the school opened, in 2018, and it
has given me an opportunity to build a
culture and environment from the
ground up.

Home front: My parents are Gloria
Fleming, M.D., and Todd Corley, and I
have a 20-year-old sister, Olivia.

Favorite subject: I have always been
a practical, methodical person, so I en-
joy the problem-solving aspect of math.

Least-favorite subject: AP Physics
was my most challenging class. Al-
though I enjoyed the course, the materi-
al was very complicated.

Prized possession: My Lego Archi-
tecture collection. I’ve really enjoyed
building those sets over the years. I
started when I was about 7 years old and
have 17 sets completed now.

Favorite book: “Frankenstein,” by
Mary Shelley. I appreciated the book’s
underlying message of how discrimina-
tion aff�ects individuals.

Favorite movie: “The Incredibles.”

When I was a kid, I loved how futuristic
it was and all of the characters’ cool abil-
ities.

Favorite television show: “Breaking
Bad”

Favorite musician: The rapper A
Boogie wit da Hoodie. I enjoy his musi-
cal style. My favorite album of his is the
deluxe version of “Artist 2.0,” which is
also the last one he released. I’m hoping
he releases another one soon!

Favorite animal: Penguins always
seem calm, cool and collected.

Essential app: Instagram is the best
way for me to stay connected with my
friends and stay up-to-date with what is
going on around the country and world.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
momma’s famous Italian sliders. She
puts on her special sauce and bakes
them with her special seasonings that
are all top secret.

My cooking specialty: Scrambled
eggs. I usually make three at a time and
add shredded sharp cheddar cheese
along with pepper while they are cook-

ing in the pan.
Favorite restaurant: Cook Out, a

fast-food restaurant chain typically lo-
cated in the southeastern United States.
My go-to meal there is a cheeseburger,
hush puppies, onion rings and a milk-
shake. I try to get a diff�erent shake every
time I go because they have so many fl�a-
vors! Right now, I think I’ve had about 15
diff�erent ones.

Guilty pleasure: Binge-watching
Netfl�ix shows and movies with some
popcorn and candy.

Proudest sports moments: Win-
ning the Division I district champion-
ship in soccer and getting our fi�rst post-
season tournament win in basketball,
both during my senior year.

Sport I’d like to try: Surfi�ng. I really
enjoy the beach and the ocean.

Favorite athlete: Donovan Mitchell
of the Utah Jazz. I enjoy watching his
game, and I respect how he uses his
platform to address social-justice is-
sues.

Inspiration: My mother is the most

hard-working, resilient and loving per-
son I know. Also, shoutout to my dad
and big sister: I love you guys, too!

Dream job: An economist or NBA da-
ta analyst.

I’d sell this in my store: Milkshakes
have been my lifelong favorite dessert/
treat.

Place I’d like to travel: Hawaii, be-
cause of the beach but also because I
have grown up watching “Hawaii
Five-0.” I have watched every episode of
all 10 seasons and was amazed by the
scenery.

Least-favorite household chore:
Cleaning the table after dinner. After a
satisfying meal, I usually want to kick
back and relax.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Ha-ha, true.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Cooking any-
thing other than scrambled eggs and ra-
men noodles.

Words to leave by: “To whom much
is given, much is required.” — Luke 12:48

SECOND RUNNER-UP
MALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Austin
Corley

Olentangy Berlin 
Grade-point average: 4.2 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$4,000
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Sports played: Soccer (4 years), bas-
ketball (1)

Academic highlights: Summa Cum
Laude honors; National Honor Society
member; scored 32 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-league in soccer

College choice: Wittenberg (antici-
pated major: education)

Photo location: Darby Stadium is
where I spent most of my summers, falls
and springs during high school. Playing
on that fi�eld, watching football games in
the bleachers and running sprints on the
track are memories I will never forget.

Home front: I live with my parents,
Rob and Julie; my 19-year-old brother,
Ethan; and my 12-year-old sister, Clare.

Favorite subject: I can’t say that I
have a favorite subject, but AP Statistics
is my absolute favorite class I took in all
of high school. The passion my teacher,
Mr. (Russell) Lupis, brought to the
classroom every day inspired me to be-
come a future educator.

Least-favorite subject: Science has
always been a struggle spot. My junior
year was fi�lled with many late-night
cram sessions for my chemistry class.

Prized possession: My Apple
Watch. I am way too competitive when
it comes to closing my rings.

Favorite book: “Becoming,” by Mi-
chelle Obama, because, duh, it is Mi-
chelle Obama. 

Favorite movie: “Bohemian Rhapso-
dy.” I love the music and the drama be-
hind making it!

Favorite television show: I am a su-
perfan of “The Bachelor.” I have viewing
parties every Monday and participate in
a fantasy league with friends.

Favorite musician: The rapper Da-
Baby is my go-to artist for a good pump-
up song.

Favorite animal: I’m defi�nitely a
dog-lover. I have one dog, Rocky, whom I
begged my parents for ages to get me.
He is one of the things I will miss most at
college next year.

Essential app: TikTok, simply be-
cause of all of the life hacks I pick up ev-
ery time I go on the app.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
mom makes chicken and waffl�es for
weekend brunch. It’s a combination of
my favorite lunch food and breakfast
food. Delicious!

My cooking specialty: I have been
told that I make some of the best pan-
seared salmon.

Favorite restaurant: Starbucks.
Who needs food when you have coff�ee?

Guilty pleasure: Staying up late and
watching Netfl�ix. I always regret it in the
morning, but I never fail to click the
“next episode” button late into the
night.

Sport I’d like to try: I always wished
I was a better swimmer, probably be-
cause of all of the Olympics I watched as
a kid.

Favorite athlete: Rose Lavelle of the
U.S. Women’s National soccer team is
never the most outspoken player, but
she has an incredible impact on her
team.

Inspiration: My cousin, Ella Karst,
lives with left hypoplastic heart syn-
drome. I have had the honor of tutoring
Ella and her amazing sisters, and I
amazed by the strength and courage she
displays as a second-grader. When I
grow up, I hope to be just like Ella.

I’d sell this in my store: I defi�nitely
would own a coff�ee shop! There’s noth-
ing better than a good Starbucks drink.

Place I’d like to travel: England. I

love British accents!
Something most people don’t

know about me: I used to be a compet-
itive dancer when I was in elementary
school. Shout-out to Dance Connection
in Hilliard!

Least-favorite household chore: I
will clean the dishes all day if that
means not having to put a single one
away. For some reason, drying dishes
and putting them back in our cabinets is
treacherous to me.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Of course. I am al-
ways jamming with my friends before
soccer games!

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Braiding my
own hair. It’s super frustrating when I
try to do fun hairstyles for games, but I
end up failing every time.

Words to leave by: “This is not a
time for tinkering; it is a time for trans-
formation.” — Ban Ki-moon, former
United Nations Secretary-General

THIRD RUNNER-UP FEMALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Mackenzie
Hessick

Hilliard Darby 
Grade-point average: 4.76 

ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$2,000
Encova Insurance 
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