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Sport played: Baseball (4 years)
Academic highlights: National

Honor Society member; qualifi�er in
state and national competitions for de-
sign and applications with Business
Professionals of America; scored 32 on
ACT

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-league and member of three-time
league champion in baseball

College choice: University of Miami
(anticipated major: sports administra-
tion)

Photo location: The Whetstone
High School baseball fi�eld has been a
second home for me throughout my
time as a Brave. I have many great mem-
ories at that fi�eld.

Home front: I live with my mother,
Julia, and my father, Brian.

Favorite subject: History. I fi�nd it in-
teresting to learn how the world worked
in the past and how the past continues
to aff�ect the present. As the age-old ad-
age goes: Those who do not learn from
history are destined to repeat it.

Least-favorite subject: I fi�nd math
to be extremely boring. I also do not en-
joy trying to memorize the endless num-
ber of formulas and equations neces-
sary for high-level mathematics.

Prized possession: My letters, aca-
demic and athletic. My athletic letter
symbolizes my dedication to improving
as a ballplayer and dedication to the
baseball program. My academic letter
represents my commitment to excel-
lence in the classroom.

Favorite book: “Clemente,” by David
Maraniss, a biography about Roberto
Clemente. There are plenty of books
about Clemente, but this one does an
extraordinary job of detailing his lasting
impact on baseball as well as his hu-
manitarian eff�orts.

Favorite movie: “The Perfect Game”
tells the story of a baseball team from
Monterrey, Mexico, that in 1957 became
the fi�rst team from outside the United
States to win the Little League World
Series. 

Favorite television show: “The
Goldbergs” is an amusing depiction of
the 1980s. I fi�nd a lot of parallels between
the mom on the show and my mom.

Favorite musicians: I have been lis-
tening to the Red Hot Chili Peppers with
my dad for a long time.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Tacos
with a variety of toppings, prepared by
my mom.

My cooking specialty: I’m admit-
tedly not much of a cook, but I’d like to
think I make some pretty good nachos

with cheese, tomatoes, beans and jal-
apenos.

Favorite restaurant: Chuy’s Tex-
Mex. Their tortilla chips are to die for
and their creamy jalapeno salsa may be
the best I’ve ever had.

Guilty pleasure: Most of the time, I
drink water when I am thirsty. Every
now and then, a soda is a refreshing
change.

Proudest sports moment: Winning
the 2019 City championship in my soph-
omore year, which was my fi�rst season
as the starting catcher. 

Sport I’d like to try: It’s a natural
progression for baseball players to
switch to golf at the end of their career,
given that both sports involve swinging
a stick.

Story behind my uniform number:
I wear No. 22 because it is the number
worn by Andrew McCutchen, my favor-
ite baseball player growing up.

Inspiration: Not only was Clemente
a tremendous player who overcame a
great deal of adversity as one of the fi�rst

prominent Latin players in baseball, but
he was perhaps one of the most hu-
manitarian athletes to ever live.

Dream job: General manager for a
Major League Baseball team. I enjoy the
business side of sports and strategizing
how to make an organization successful.

I’d sell this in my store: Baseball
equipment

Place I’d like to travel: The pictures
I have seen of Hawaii look amazing, and
I particularly enjoy places with tropical
climates.

Least-favorite household chore:
Weeding the fl�ower beds is a tedious
and time-consuming process.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I’m really bad at
folding clothes. I usually try to fold
something a couple of times and then
give up and shove it in my drawer.

Words to leave by: “Any time you
have an opportunity to make a diff�er-
ence in this world and you don’t, then
you are wasting your time on Earth.” —
Roberto Clemente

THIRD RUNNER-UP MALE
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Dominic
Panzo

Whetstone 
Grade-point average: 4.34 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$2,000
Encova Insurance
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Sports played: Volleyball (4 years),
basketball (4), softball (3)

Academic highlights: National Hon-
or Society member; scored 30 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Two-time fi�rst-
team all-state, four-time fi�rst-team all-
district and two-time district player of
the year in basketball; fi�rst-team all-
state and district player of the year in
volleyball.

College choice: Ashland (anticipat-
ed major: exercise science)

Photo location: I chose to have my
picture taken in my gymnasium be-
cause I’ve had some of my best sports
memories from high school there. 

Home front: I live with my parents,
Luke and Stephanie, and three younger
siblings: Gabby (15), Liam (13) and Mal-
lory (11). We also have a black Labrador
puppy named Banks.

Favorite subject: Math, because
there is usually one answer and a series
of steps to follow to get that answer.

Least-favorite subject: English.
There is too much creative freedom and
sometimes I’m not very good with my
words.

Prized possession: My Yeti cup. I
use it every day and would not be able to
live without it.

Favorite movie: “Soul Surfer.” I love
how the main character is so deter-
mined. Plus, the movie takes place at
the beach, and I love the beach.

Favorite television network:
HGTV. I like to think I could fl�ip a house
like Chip and Joanna on “Fixer Upper.”

Favorite musician: The country
singer Morgan Wallen has a song for ev-
ery mood and occasion.

Favorite animal: Sea turtles. I think
it’s so cool how they go back to where
they were hatched to lay their eggs.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
mom makes potato soup in the crockpot
that smells and tastes amazing. And it’s
10 times better in the winter when it’s
cold.

My cooking specialty: Defi�nitely
pasta. I make it for every pregame meal.

Favorite restaurant meal: My go-to
meal when I go out to eat is a grilled
chicken quesadilla.

Guilty pleasure: Probably chocolate
chip cookies. I got really good at making
them over quarantine and now my fam-
ily wants me to make them all the time. 

Proudest sports moment: When I
scored my 1,000th point in basketball,
during my junior year. The support from

the crowd and the student section was
insane.

Sport I’d like to try: Tennis. During
quarantine my family played a lot of
tennis at some courts beside my house
and it was actually really fun.

Story behind my uniform num-
bers: I wear No. 44 for basketball be-
cause my dad wore it when he played at
Circleville and I wear No. 21 for volley-
ball because my birthday is Aug. 21.

Favorite athlete: Michael Jordan. I
really loved the documentary “The Last
Dance.”

Dream job: I would love to run a bak-
ery because I love to bake cookies and
things for my family and friends.

I’d sell this in my store: I would sell
ChapStick and sweet tea, because those
are my favorite things ever and I’m ob-
sessed.

Place I’d like to travel: Greece, be-
cause I think the houses are so pretty

and I hear they have really good sunsets.
Something most people don’t

know about me: I dedicated my fresh-
man softball season to learning how to
juggle and now I view it as a life skill.

Least-favorite household chore:
Doing the dishes. We don’t have a dish-
washer in our house so we have to do
them by hand. I hate when leftover food
touches your hand and you have to
scrub it off�.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: I’ll either sing at the
top of my lungs or just nod my head
along, there’s no in between.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I cannot throw a
spiral with a football. I’ve tried to do it
multiple times and I might get it once
out of every 50 throws.

Words to leave by: “Be grateful for
what you have and work for what you
want”

WARREN B. SNEED MEMORIAL
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Kenzie
McConnell

Circleville 
Grade-point average: 4.45 

FRED SQUILLANTE/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$3,000
The Sneed family 
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Sports played: Football (4 years),
basketball (4), track (3)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; school selec-
tion as scholar-athlete of the year

Athletic highlights: Member of
two-time league champion track team
and league champion basketball and
football teams

College choice: Miami University
(anticipated major: economics)

Photo location: At the football vic-
tory bell at Heath, where I’ve spent
some of the best moments of my sports
career with my best friends. 

Home front: I live with my mom, An-
drea Hartman, and my stepdad Jeremy
Hartman. I have one sister, Makenna; a
brother, Carter; a stepbrother, Grady;
and a stepsister, Darby.

About the award: I have dealt with
lots of drama, for lack of a better term,
from an unstable home life that my
mother and siblings and I escaped al-
most 10 years ago. Ongoing stress and
anxiety weighed on me, but I could
maintain focus through sports — not
just getting lost in the competition but
through the bonds and friendships I
built. My mom is an obvious rock in my
life, and she helped a lot, but throughout
high school my teammates helped me
stay focused on what was next rather
than what had been.

Favorite subject: AP Calculus is a
fairly diffi�cult course and math in gener-
al has kept me entertained throughout
high school. 

Least-favorite subject: I like some
aspects of biology, and anatomy has its
upsides, but as a whole the way that
those classes work — you kind of mem-
orize information, then regurgitate it —
makes it less engaging.

Prized possession: My Tua Tagovai-
loa Miami Dolphins jersey. Despite rare-
ly having a reason to wear it in Ohio, the
jersey is one of the coolest things I have.

Favorite movie: I like a lot of movies
but to me the best is “Star Wars: Episode
III — Revenge of the Sith.” It’s a culmina-
tion of everything good about Star Wars.

Favorite television show: I like the
dry humor of “The Offi�ce,” and if I have
too much time I could be stuck watching
it for hours. 

Favorite musicians: I like rap, and
Yung Gravy has a unique style of music.
Plus, he’s the greatest lyricist of our gen-
eration.

Essential app: I could not go without
Spotify. I would feel weird driving in si-

lence all the time.
Favorite restaurant: Bibibop. You

get a healthy, fi�lling meal with a lemon-
ade for like 10 bucks. You just need pur-
ple rice, potatoes and yum-yum sauce
and you’re set.

Guilty pleasure: I occasionally allow
myself a Red Bull. It’s not healthy but
sometimes at the gas station I’ll com-
pulsively buy one.

Proudest sports moment: We
played Johnstown for the league cham-
pionship in football this past season
and won the game when I broke up a
pass, leading to an interception.

Sport I’d like to try: Snowboarding,
if that counts. I would defi�nitely be bad
at it, but it would be cool to try.

Favorite athlete: Conor McGregor
made the UFC the big name it is today by
being incredibly controversial and back-
ing it all up. McGregor is the coolest guy
in sports.

Inspiration: My mom has been

through the same stuff� that I have but
from a far more diffi�cult perspective.
She handled all the tribulations in our
lives so well.

I’d sell this in my store: Electric ve-
hicles. Having a car dealership and get-
ting all the new e-cars would be cool. 

Something most people don’t know
about me: I was born near Houston, and
lived in Oklahoma for about 10 years.

Least-favorite household chore: I
hate cleaning our gutters, because our
roof is really steep.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: I do. Never in my
life have I been too afraid to sing Taylor
Swift with the boys.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I am horrible at
folding T-shirts. I’ve studied, I’ve prac-
ticed. I’ve watched it done. I can never
get an even fold.

Words to leave by: “Curiosity made
the cat famous.”

OHIOHEALTH
PERSEVERANCE AWARD

Hayden
Wiley

Heath 
Grade-point average: 4.69 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$2,500
OhioHealth 
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SPONSOR FEATURE

As high school sports have evolved 
into major programs that rival those 
at some colleges, the presence of a 
sports medicine team of physicians and 
athletic trainers at the game and on 
the practice field has never been more 
important. 

When an injury occurs, the sports 
medicine team is who parents, coaches 
and players rely on to ensure an ath-
lete receives the proper treatment and 
a return-to-play protocol that gets him 
or her back on the field without further 
injury. 

OhioHealth Sports Medicine has been 
providing this critical support to area 
high schools, colleges, universities and 
professional sports teams for more than 
a decade. 

But treating injuries is just one part 
of OhioHealth Sports Medicine’s focus. 
The team also provides specialized 
programs that focus on improving safety 
and maximizing physical and mental 
performance. 

These specialty programs include 
OhioHealth’s athletic cardiac screenings, 
pre-participation heart screenings for 
athletes 14 and older that test for un-
derlying heart conditions that could put 
them at risk for sudden cardiac death.

A concussion management program, 
run by specially trained physicians 
and athlete trainers, utilizes the most 
current research and best practices to 
manage these serious brain injuries. This 
includes baseline ImPACT® neurocog-
nitive assessments used by the Na-
tional Football League and Major League 
Baseball to determine an athlete’s brain 
function before and after a concussion 
that enable doctors to uncover cogni-
tive deficits. OhioHealth athletic trainers 
and physical therapists also work with 
a physician to thoroughly evaluate and 
assess a concussed athlete’s condition 
and create a personalized return-to-
school and return-to-play protocol to 
keep them excelling on the field and in 
the classroom. 

OhioHealth provides a sports psy-
chology program because getting and 
maintaining the right mindset can make 

all the difference in athletic success. 
This program helps players, coaches and 
teams overcome psychological barriers, 
build confidence and optimize mental 
performance. 

The sports medicine team also pro-
vides sports nutrition counseling that 
helps athletes understand how an op-
timal eating plan can maximize perfor-
mance while a custom athletic perfor-
mance exercise program called APEX, 
designed for student athletes, enhance 
movements specific to a sport through 
a customized strength and condition 
program.

By bringing together this multidisci-
plinary team of cardiologists, sports nu-
tritionists, sports psychologists, physical 
therapists, sports medicine physicians 

and athletic trainers, the OhioHealth 
Sports Medicine team focuses on all ar-
eas of a player’s health and performance 
so they can make the most of their high 
school playing careers and minimize 
their risk of injury. 

OhioHealth Sports Medicine provides 
over 150 athletic trainers and physicians 
to more than 50 high schools, nine 
colleges and universities as well as the 
Columbus Blue Jackets and the Colum-
bus Crew.

Sports medicine programs  
play vital role in high school sports
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Sport played: Tennis (4 years)
Academic highlights: AP Scholar

with Honor; medal winner and state
qualifi�er in Science Olympiad; Ohio
STEM Advocacy Day advocate; National
Honor Society member; scored 30 on
ACT

Athletic highlights: First-team all-
league in tennis

College choice: Ohio University (an-
ticipated major: advanced computing)

Photo location: I have a lot of good
memories at the Pickerington Central
tennis courts. I got to combine my love
of tennis with a lot of great times with
friends, family and my coach.

Home front: My parents are Kim and
Matt, and I have two younger brothers:
Spencer is 16 and Gavin is 13.

Favorite subject: Calculus, because
every problem felt like solving a puzzle
and I had a great teacher.

Least-favorite subject: English, be-
cause it is too subjective.

Prized possession: My phone al-
lows me to communicate with my
friends and listen to music.

Favorite book: “Lockdown, Escape
from Furnace,” by Alexander Gordon
Smith, is the coolest book ever because
the odds were stacked against the sub-
jects in a gripping tale of escape.

Favorite movie: I don’t know if I
have a favorite, but I defi�nitely enjoy
“Star Wars.” I am also a fan of “Draft
Day.”

Favorite television shows: I enjoy
documentaries, re-runs of “The Offi�ce,”

and “The Blacklist.”
Favorite musicians: Machine Gun

Kelly or Brakence, because I can sit back
and vibe to them. They also are both
from Ohio, which is pretty cool.

Favorite animal: The ducks that live
in the pond behind my house take care
of themselves, enjoy the family life, and
don't bother anyone.

Essential app: That would have to be
Spotify, for the unlimited music supply.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Abso-
lutely everything my Grandma Janet
cooks or bakes. She is most famous for
her turkey, which she always manages
to make perfectly.

My cooking specialty: I make a
mean box of Kraft Macaroni & Cheese,
and I do grill burgers on occasion.

Favorite restaurant meals: Pop-
eyes’ spicy chicken sandwich, but hold
the pickle, and Romeo’s pizza.

Guilty pleasure: Edible cookie

dough
Proudest sports moment: Winning

the Ohio Capital Conference team
championships twice in high school.

Sport I’d like to try: I’ve never tried
skiing and would like to. Sliding down
snow looks so fun.

Favorite athlete: I like Rafael Na-
dal’s tennis game.

Inspiration: My parents’ ability to
overcome adversity and their varying
strengths inspire me to be the best ver-
sion of myself every day. I strive to be
like them and hope to continue making
them proud.

Dream job: Running my own tech
start-up. I love technology and to start
something of my own that could make a
positive impact on the world through
technology would be a dream come true.

I’d sell this in my store: Massaging
chairs. As a child, whenever I went to a
store that had massage chairs, I would

sit in them as long as humanly possible.
Places I’d like to travel: I would like

to eventually visit all of the U.S. Nation-
al Parks. I have been obsessed with
parks since I was young.

Something most people don’t
know about me: Last summer, I record-
ed a song with my youngest brother.

Least-favorite household chore:
Laundry is time-consuming, and I have
to wait for both the washer and dryer to
be free to complete the chore.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: No, but when the
radio comes on in my car, I turn into a
rock star. 

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: My handwriting
is so notoriously bad that for 13 years my
teachers have always been amazed at
my ability to read it.

Words to leave by: “Don’t sweat the
small stuff�.”

BATTELLE STEM AWARD
WINNER

Brady
Phelps

Pickerington Central 
Grade-point average: 4.6 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$0 (Full-ride
scholarship)
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Sports played: Cross country (4
years), track (4)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; 2021 Interna-
tional Science and Engineering Fair
competitor; 2021 Believe in Ohio region-
al science winner; four-time Ohio Acad-
emy of Science award winner

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-league in cross country; member of
national champion synchronized skat-
ing team

College choice: Cincinnati (antici-
pated major: environmental engineer-
ing)

Photo location: I chose Deer Haven
Park, where we had summer cross
country practices and I have good mem-
ories running there with my friends. It’s
also where I collected duckweed from
the pond for my science fair research.

Home front: I have the best parents,
Mollie and Vince. I also have a 25-year-
old sister, Avery, and a 19-year-old broth-
er, Colin. We also have our dog, Eddie.

Favorite subject: I’ve always loved
science, especially the environmental
and biological sciences. They have in-
teresting concepts that I understand
easily and get passionate about. 

Least-favorite subject: I don’t have
a big interest in history. I understand its
importance, but I couldn’t get myself ex-
cited about studying. I’ll work on that in
college.

Prized possession: My old Nalgene
water bottle has collected many stickers
over the years that represent the parts

of my life. I take it everywhere and my
stomach sinks when I realize I don’t
know where it is.

Favorite book: “The Great Gatsby,”
by F. Scott Fitzgerald, has it all: a good
plot, intrigue, fun.

Favorite movie: I honestly have a
hard time staying awake during movies.
But “The Princess Diaries” makes me
happy, and reminds me of my child-
hood, so I always stay awake.

Favorite television show: Right
now it’s “Schitt’s Creek.” My whole fam-
ily loves it. 

Favorite musicians: I love so many
artists and bands that it’s hard to limit
the list, but I’m defi�nitely a true fan of
Coin and MisterWives.

Favorite animal: Dogs really top all
for me. My family has always had dogs
who are part of the family. I also get ex-
cited to meet new dogs in public.

Essential apps: Instagram or Spoti-
fy. I run an active baking account on In-
stagram (@bakewithbrynn) where I get
to be creative and start a small business.

But I also have an intense Spotify ac-
count where I make monthly playlists. I
couldn’t go a day without my music.

Favorite home-cooked meal: I love
fettuccine alfredo with homemade
bread. My dad cooks it, and it’s best the
night before a race.

Favorite restaurant: Shorty’s in
Delaware makes my favorite pizza, Ha-
waiian, although it’s not actually on
their menu.

Guilty pleasure: Watching movie
edits on Instagram.

Proudest sports moment: Coming
back from seasons of setbacks in cross
country and track to get all my running
PRs my senior year.

Favorite athlete: Colleen Quigley is
an amazing runner, but I also admire her
commitment to being a role model and
sharing so much about injuries and set-
backs. She also loves the race-day
braids.

Inspiration: She may not know this,
but my sister, Avery, inspires me be-
cause she’s successful in something

she’s passionate about and is talented
as an artist.

Dream job: I want to work on tools
for sustainability with my own research
and engineering, which could go many
ways. But ultimately I’d like my job to be
ever-changing with what is needed to
help the environment.

I’d sell this in my store: I would own
a “cakery” with my friends. I would sell
cake by the slice, because everyone
could use a slice of cake.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I modeled for a big cat-
alogue for Vera Bradley when I was a kid.

Least-favorite household chore:
Cleaning the kitchen. I think because I
have to do it so often for all the baking I
do. I make quite the mess.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Yes, and I actually
don’t stop.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: This is embar-
rassing, but I cannot make good a grilled
cheese. I forget how to do it every time.

BATTELLE STEM AWARD
RUNNER-UP

Brynn
McGrail

Delaware 
Grade-point average: 4.33 

FRED SQUILLANTE/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$2,500
Battelle Institute



32S | SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021 | THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Sports played: Golf (4 years), bowl-
ing (4), track (2)

Academic highlights: AP Scholar
with Distinction; National Honor Soci-
ety member; scored 31 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Two-time fi�rst-
team all-league in bowling; four-time
honorable mention all-league in golf

College choice: South Carolina (an-
ticipated major: anthropology and/or
computer science)

Photo location: Ten Pin Alley, where
I grew up bowling. Some of my earliest
childhood memories are from these
lanes, where I fell in love with the sport.

Home front: My parents are Mark
and Doreen Hribar, and I have two older
sisters: Christy is 20 and attends High
Point University, and Casey is 27 and in
her fourth year at the UNC School of
Medicine.

Favorite subject: English. Being able
to fi�nd deeper meaning in text and artic-
ulate it properly is one of the most satis-
fying feelings in the world. Also, I’m a
grammar fanatic.

Least-favorite subject: Science
challenges me. I love certain aspects of
it, but some areas are either too abstract
or too complicated for me to under-
stand.

Prized possession: My dog, Phine-
as. In my opinion, he’s the cutest dog on
the planet.

Favorite book: “The Awakening” by
Kate Chopin. It gives intriguing and
powerful commentary on societal ex-
pectations and feminism.

Favorite movies: All of the “How to
Train Your Dragon” movies. I was ob-
sessed with this series as a kid. They

still make me unbelievably happy.
Favorite television show: “Julie and

the Phantoms” is uplifting, and the mu-
sic is really fun! I got my entire family
hooked on it.

Favorite musicians: My music taste
changes almost every day, but some art-
ists/bands that have stuck with me
through it all are Harry Styles, Hozier, 5
Seconds of Summer and The Happy Fits.

Favorite animal: I love all animals,
but if I had to choose it would defi�nitely
be dogs. I grew up around them, and
they are super-aff�ectionate.

Essential app: My sudoku app. If I
didn’t complete the challenge puzzles
every day, I don’t know what would be-
come of me.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Every
St. Patrick’s Day, my mom makes
corned beef and cabbage. I don’t care
too much for the cabbage, but the
corned beef is to die for.

My cooking specialty: I’m very good

at making Asian rice bowls (with very
detailed instructions and recipes, of
course).

Favorite restaurant: I have a strong
loyalty to bd’s Mongolian Grill. I go there
every year for my birthday to get stir fry
and hit the birthday gong.

Guilty pleasure: Flamin’ Hot Chee-
tos, which are simultaneously the best
and worst snack ever invented. No pain,
no gain, am I right?

Sport I’d like to try: Skiing. Current-
ly, I have the confi�dence to attempt only
the bunny hills, but I’d love to feel the
adrenaline rush that comes with racing
down steeper paths.

Favorite athlete: Marshall Kent is an
excellent bowler who has overcome a lot
of adversity. I also got to work with him
personally at a clinic in 2019. 

Inspiration: My family. My sisters
set a great example for me to follow to
future success, and my parents have
done all that they can to support me on

that journey. 
I’d sell this in my store: I would

open my own thrift store to help provide
aff�ordable clothing to my community
and reduce waste created by the fashion
industry.

Place I’d like to travel: Paris. I want
to have one authentic French crepe in
my lifetime.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I can shred on Guitar
Hero. I’ve completed that game on ex-
pert mode at least three times.

Least-favorite household chore:
Cleaning my room. I have gotten used to
having a thin layer of clutter covering
my fl�oor.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Defi�nitely. I’m the
person screaming my lungs out to any
song I recognize. 

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Being on time.
Just ask my dad.

HONORABLE MENTION
FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Callie Hribar

Hilliard Bradley 
Grade-point average: 4.78 

ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Cross country (4
years), track (4), basketball (1)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; all-Ohio schol-
ar-athlete; scored 30 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Champion and
third-place fi�nisher in state cross coun-
try meets; district and regional champi-
on in cross country and track

College choice: Cornell (anticipated
major: statistics, possibly adding eco-
nomics)

Photo location: I chose the steep
hills in Grandview Heights, where I have
lived and run all my life. Grandview is
important to me because of how sup-
portive the community is. Running
those hills has helped prepare me for the
slopes of Ithaca, New York.

Home front: My parents are Vikki
Vincent and Mick Amicon, and I have a
20-year-old sister, Nina, who attends
DePaul and also runs cross country and
track.

Favorite subject: I likely will major
in statistics in college. Most people hate
math but somebody has to do it!

Least-favorite subject: History. I
have enjoyed seeing how my diff�erent
passions have evolved over the years, but
I haven’t been able to force myself to re-
member the exact year things took place
despite the fact I fi�nd history interesting.

Prized possession: My dog Teddy, a
10-year-old Bichon-poodle mix that
we’ve had for almost as long as I can re-
member. I have always loved dogs and
he was my fi�rst major pet.

Favorite book: I enjoyed “It,” by Ste-
phen King, and was ecstatic when the
movie series was released. I’ve always
loved the mystery genre and specifi�cally
how King has mastered it.

Favorite movie/TV show: Anything
with Andy Samberg. When I was young I
found his digital skits on “SNL” hilari-
ous. Since then I have enjoyed every-
thing he has been in, from “Hot Rod” to
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” all the way up to
the recent “Palm Springs.”

Favorite musician: Sam Cooke, not
just for his music, but how he shaped to-
day’s music.

Favorite animal: I am fascinated by
the thousands of diff�erent types of fi�sh
found all over the world. When I go scu-
ba diving in new locations I am amazed
by their unique colors and patterns.

Essential app: I cannot live without
the camera app. Photography is one of
my hobbies and I enjoy capturing mem-
ories wherever I go.

Favorite home-cooked meal:
Whenever we go to my aunt and uncle’s
house for Christmas my uncle always
makes Italian wedding soup. Not only is
it amazing, but it also reminds me of the
laughs we share with my large family
over the holidays.

Favorite restaurant: The Original
Pancake House. Funny thing is, though,
my go-to order is a blueberry waffl�e.

Guilty pleasure: I let myself have
doughnuts on days that end in “Y.”

Proudest sports moment: Winning
the Division III cross country state
championship in 2019.

Sport I’d like to try: Someday I
would love to attempt a triathlon. I have
always loved running and cycling but
the swimming would need some work.

Favorite athlete: Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo of the Milwaukee Bucks, for
taking himself from the bottom to the
top all the while staying humble. His
journey was neither quick nor easy, but

he never quit on it.
Dream job: Something that allows

me to apply my statistics major to envi-
ronmental activism and sustainability.

Place I’d like to travel: I would love
to travel to Queensland, Australia, as
scuba diving is a hobby of mine. Prefer-
ably this would be before the Great Bar-
rier Reef is completely destroyed.

Something most people don’t
know about me: I love drawing and
playing guitar.

Least-favorite household chore: I
hate things like vacuuming or dusting
because I always know that the work I’m
putting in now will be completely unno-
ticeable in less than a week’s time.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I really enjoy
drawing people, but I can never seem to
get the faces right.

Words to leave by: “There’s a lot less
traffi�c on the extra mile.” — Roger Stau-
bach

HONORABLE MENTION
MALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Derek
Amicon

Grandview 
Grade-point average: 4.27 

ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Swimming (4 years),
water polo (4), track (4)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society president; International
Baccalaureate Partial Diploma candi-
date; scored 34 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Four-time all-
state and seven-time state-meet quali-
fi�er in swimming; two-time district
qualifi�er in track

College choice: Denison (anticipat-
ed major: undecided, possible pre-med)

Photo location: I’ve been swimming
at the Worthington Natatorium since I
was 6 years old on my club team, then
for my high school water polo and swim
teams. I have spent many hours here!

Home front: I live with my parents,
Kristin and Tom Richner, and my two
siblings, Christopher (16) and Madelyn
(13). I also have two baby Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels, Cody and Finn!

Favorite subject: I love history. I
took IB History so that I would be able to
go back in depth into world history, and I
loved the small class size we had.

Least-favorite subject: AP Chemis-
try was a pretty challenging, but I ended
up liking it. I’m even thinking about ma-
joring in chemistry now.

Prized possession: I have a travel
journal I’ve used since 2014, so it holds a
lot of amazing memories.

Favorite books: I’m a huge Harry
Potter nerd. It’s been a comfort series for
me since I was in elementary school.

Favorite movies: I love “Titanic” and
“The Notebook” even though I always

have to prepare myself to watch them.
Favorite television show: I started

watching “Psych” with my sister and
have watched it a dozen times by now.
We even went to Santa Barbara to see
where it was fi�lmed.

Favorite musician: Frank Ocean 
Favorite animal: I’ve always had a

dog growing up, so I’m a huge dog per-
son! I grew up with a golden retriever
named Sunny.

Essential app: I can’t go without Tik-
Tok. There are a lot of entertaining
videos on there and it’s often how I wind
down at the end of the day.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
Italian grandma’s fried dough is super-
addictive.

My cooking specialty: I’m no chef,
but I make really good Thai peanut noo-
dles.

Favorite restaurant: I like to make
my own tacos at Condado, and their

guacamole, salsa and queso are unreal.
Guilty pleasure: Online shopping. I

could go pro, but I really try to exercise
self-control. I allow it once in a while!

Proudest sports moment: This year
at the state swimming meet, our team
placed top eight in both of our relays:
seventh in the 200 medley and eighth in
the 200 free. 

Sport I’d like to try: I’ve always
wanted to try diving seriously. I’ve never
done it outside of my childhood summer
swim and dive team, but it looks fun.

Story behind my uniform number:
I chose No. 6 for water polo because it
was the only option left when I was a
freshman. But I got attached to it and
I’ve picked it every year since.

Favorite athlete: The Olympic
swimmer Lilly King is a huge inspira-
tion. In March, my friends and I were at
a meet in Indianapolis and she hap-
pened to be swimming, too. We were

pretty star-struck. 
Place I’d like to travel: I’d love to go

to Italy to see Florence and Venice. We
were supposed to go last summer, but
our trip got canceled, which was a huge
bummer.

Something most people don’t
know about me: When I was younger I
was convinced I was going to be a fam-
ous author.

Least-favorite household chore:
I’m scarred from mowing the lawn one
time a couple of summers ago when I
ran over a wasp nest and got a few
stings.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: I have no choice;
I’ve been in choirs my whole life! 

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I’m so bad at
running. I’ve been trying for four years,
but I’ve pretty much resorted to the pole
vault pit.

HONORABLE MENTION
FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Lauren
Richner

Worthington Kilbourne 
Grade-point average: 4.36 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
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Sports played: Basketball (4 years),
track (4), football (3)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; Superintendent
Award winner; scored 30 on ACT

Athletic highlights: All-state and
all-district, and three-time all-league in
football

College choice: Ohio State (antici-
pated major: biomedical engineering) 

Photo location: At Lobdell Creek
near Alexandria. Fishing is one of my fa-
vorite activities, between the strategy
and adventure of the experience and the
mystery of what the next cast might
bring.

Home front: I live with my parents,
Brian and Kate Isler, and two younger
brothers, 16-year-old Bryce and 12-year-
old Colton.

Favorite subject: It has to be sci-
ence. There are so many unique and di-
verse areas of study that are both en-
gaging and interesting. 

Least-favorite subject: Writing
and/or English is the hardest subject for
me because I am a very rule-driven,
numbers-type person. English does not
have a specifi�c set of rules to follow.

Prized possession: My German
Shepherd, Zeus. I got him when I turned
10.

Favorite book: “The Martian,” by
Andy Weir, because I am fascinated
with space and the book makes it seem
so real.

Favorite movie: “Avatar” is one of
the best movies ever made. The freedom
and lifestyle displayed by the Na’vi on
Pandora is fascinating.

Favorite television show: “Black-

list,” in which the episodes all correlate
to form a bigger plot.

Favorite musician: I have never
really been interested in music, so I hon-
estly could name only about two musi-
cians.

Favorite animal: Dogs are extremely
loyal and want to do nothing than
please. They can make your day in an in-
stant.

Essential app: I couldn’t go without
the weather app. I enjoy doing things
outside, and knowing the weather is vi-
tal. 

Favorite home-cooked meal:
Pheasant stew, made by my mom. It is
so hearty and warm, it is fantastic.

My cooking specialty: I bake more
than I cook, and during quarantine I
found that I can make a mean pizza.

Favorite restaurant: Probably Brio
Italian Grille. I am a huge fan of pasta
and they have some of the best.

Proudest sports moment: When I

played in my fi�rst varsity football game.
I was a sophomore who had not played
football the year before due to injury.
Having the older kids all rely on me and
say I had done a good job was frankly
awesome.

Sport I’d like to try: Mountain bik-
ing. Going downhill seems extremely
technical and would make my adrena-
line race. Going uphill, however, may
not be as fun.

Favorite athlete: I met Archie Griffi�n
when I was a kid. He was extremely
nice, took the time to talk to me and
autographed my football. Not to men-
tion he is the only two-time Heisman
Trophy winner and, most important,
from The Ohio State University.

Inspiration: Elon Musk is making a
diff�erence for the world and does not
take a step to the side.

Dream job: I want to be an orthope-
dic surgeon. I have had surgery on my
knee already, so I know how much pain

surgeons can take away.
I’d sell this in my store: I would own

a fi�shing-specifi�c store, selling lures,
rods, boats, reels and even live bait.

Place I’d like to travel: It’s a dream
of mine to visit Alaska and fi�sh for
salmon. 

Something most people don’t
know about me: I make my own maple
syrup straight from the maple trees in
my backyard for my breakfast pan-
cakes.

Least-favorite household chore:
Cleaning. I know it is going to get dirty
again anyway, so why clean it?

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I cannot sing or
jump to save my life.

Words to leave by: “Have a good
time. Life is too short to get bogged
down and be discouraged. You have to
keep moving. You have to keep going.
Put one foot in front of the other, smile
and just keep on rolling.” — Kobe Bryant

HONORABLE MENTION
MALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Aidan Isler

Northridge 
Grade-point average: 4.41 

COURTNEY HERGESHEIMER/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
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Sports played: Soccer (4 years), bas-
ketball (4)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; Cum Laude So-
ciety member; Spanish National Honor
Society member

Athletic highlights: Two-time fi�rst-
team all-state and all-district and three-
time fi�rst-team all-league in soccer; all-
American in soccer; fi�rst-team all-dis-
trict and all-league in basketball; cap-
tain of state fi�nalist soccer team and
basketball team.

College choice: Xavier (anticipated
major: management)

Photo location: I chose to take the
photos on my high school turf fi�eld be-
cause that is my happy place. I also train
there a lot.

Home front: I live with my parents,
Denny and Janell, and my brother Cou-
ry, who is a senior at Otterbein.

Favorite subject: Math. I’ve always
enjoyed numbers, as well as knowing
that there is an exact answer. I have also
been lucky to have excellent math
teachers.

Least-favorite subject: English, be-
cause I am not a fan of formal writing.

Prized possession: My family con-
stantly supports me and are always
there for me.

Favorite book: “1984,” by George Or-
well. I really enjoy the characters and
the dystopian plot.

Favorite movie: “Remember the Ti-
tans,” because of the themes it points
out. Every time I watch it, I am inspired
to work harder and be a better team-
mate.

Favorite television show: “Stranger

Things.” I love the cast, and the plot is
intriguing and exciting. I have watched
the series three times and can’t wait for
season four.

Favorite musician: Luke Combs, be-
cause of his great voice and meaningful
lyrics. My favorite song of his is “I Know
She Ain’t Ready.”

Favorite animal: I think orca whales
are fascinating creatures. I watched the
documentary “Black Fish,” and that got
me hooked.

Essential app: Snapchat, because I
would hate to be disconnected from my
friends.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Ribs,
prepared by my dad. He smokes them in
the Big Green Egg grill and they are
amazing.

My cooking specialty: I prefer bak-
ing rather than cooking. My specialties
are lemon blueberry cake and classic
white wedding cake. Baking became a
hobby of mine during quarantine.

Favorite restaurant: Chick-fi�l-A. I
lived in Peachtree City, Georgia, for fi�ve
years and they were everywhere. I miss
not having one close.

Guilty pleasure: Ice cream. I love
mocha chip from Graeter’s. 

Proudest sports moment: Winning
the state semifi�nal in my senior year of
soccer and playing in the state fi�nal.

Sport I’d like to try: I would like to
surf. I love being in the water and it
looks fun.

Favorite athlete: Julie Ertz of the
U.S. Women’s National Soccer Team

Inspiration: My brother inspires me
because of his constant dedication and
strong morals.

Dream job: FBI profi�ler, because I
love “Criminal Minds.”

I’d sell this in my store: I would
make and sell baked goods.

Place I’d like to travel: Denmark.
My future college roommate is from
there, and I think it would be cool to see

where she lives.
Something most people don’t

know about me: I love to fi�sh, thanks to
my granddad. I also want to live on a
lake.

Least-favorite household chore:
Doing the laundry, which is very time-
consuming. I also hate putting my
clothes away.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: It depends on who I
am around. I will sing out loud in front of
my friends.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Making me-
ringue buttercream that’s not grainy.

Advice for an underclassman: If
you really want to be successful in
something you must grind and put in
the hard work because that the only way
to earn success.

Words to leave by: “All things are
possible for one who believes.” — Mark
9:23

HONORABLE MENTION
FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE 

Ella Rogers

Granville 
Grade-point average: 4.02 

COURTNEY HERGESHEIMER/COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Sports played: Swimming (4 years),
tennis (3)

Academic highlights: AP Scholar;
Honda-OSU STEM Award winner; Na-
tional Honor Society member; scored 34
on ACT

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-league in swimming; third-team all-
league in tennis

College choice: Cincinnati (antici-
pated major: chemical engineering)

Photo location: I chose Schneider’s
Bakery in Westerville, my favorite place
to get doughnuts and/or cookies growing
up and home to more than a few fond
memories. Their smiley-face cookies
were basically a staple in my diet as a kid.

Home front: I live with my parents,
Dave and Becky, and three siblings: my
older brother Clark (20) and my younger
sisters Kate (15) and Leila (9), along with
our mastiff�, Rosie.

Favorite subject: Defi�nitely math. I
love being able to problem-solve and
think critically, and it comes pretty nat-
urally. 

Least-favorite subject: The one that
gave me the most grief was AP psychol-
ogy. 

Prized possession: I have an old
stuff�ed animal named Farns that was
my favorite toy as a kid. It’s a little worse
for wear nowadays, but it still makes me
smile.

Favorite books: Probably the Percy
Jackson series. It’s been a while since
I’ve read one, but those books basically
framed my entire childhood.

Favorite movie: “Napoleon Dyna-
mite.” The soundtrack, the humor, the
dance scene at the end, and the charac-
ters are all unmatched. 

Favorite television show: “The
Mandalorian.” I grew up watching “Star
Wars: The Clone Wars” with my brother.
The Mandalorian reminds me of that
part of my life while being interesting
and fun.

Favorite musician: Probably John
Mayer, who was my inspiration to teach
myself how to play guitar. 

Favorite animal: I love manatees.
Actually, they kind of remind me of my
dog in that they seem laid-back and con-
tent, along with looking very huggable.

Essential app: Sadly, TikTok is dan-
gerously addictive, but it’s got basically
every kind of content you could think of.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
mom makes an amazing macaroni and
mushroom soup.

My cooking specialty: It’s funny
that you assume I’m able to cook. The
extent of my ability in the kitchen is ba-

sically fried eggs, omelets and paninis.
I’ll need some work before I can live on
my own.

Favorite restaurant: Raising Cane’s
is defi�nitely my go-to, but any fried
chicken will do.

Guilty pleasure: Sometimes I just
grab a handful of chocolate chips out of
the pantry to satisfy my sweet tooth.
Don’t tell anyone.

Sport I’d like to try: I’ve always
thought snowboarding could be fun. I
can wakeboard, so I’m hoping it’s simi-
lar, because I don't want to have to get
over the whole learning curve again.

Favorite athlete: Beanie Wells, the
former running back for Ohio State. I
grew up a Buckeyes fan and plan to be
one for the rest of my life.

Inspiration: Defi�nitely my dad. The
dedication he puts into every aspect of
his life is something I’d like to see in my-
self someday.

Dream job: Probably working for
Tesla on solar energy or something of
the sort. They’re a cool company and I

admire everything they do.
I’d sell this in my store: Musical in-

struments. I love playing guitar and pi-
ano, so it would bring me great joy to
help introduce others to it. Music con-
nects people regardless of their beliefs,
cultures or backgrounds.

Place I’d like to travel: Italy, mostly
because I love seeing diff�erent styles of
architecture. 

Least-favorite household chore:
The laundry. Don’t know why, but I can’t
stand it.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Only when it’s peo-
ple I know pretty well. In all honesty, I’m
a terrible singer. I try to not let that deter
me, though.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: Making good
scrambled eggs; they always either turn
out too watery or too tough. I'm a terrible
cook.

Words to leave by: “Break the wrist,
walk away.” — Rex Kwon Do (Napoleon
Dynamite)

HONORABLE MENTION
MALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Charles
Jaeger

Big Walnut 
Grade-point average: 4.41 

FRED SQUILLANTE/COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Sport played: Golf (4 years)
Academic highlights: AP Scholar

Award recipient; National Honor Soci-
ety member; scored 30 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Second-team
all-state, two-time all-district and
three-time all- league in golf

College choice: Youngstown State
(anticipated major: engineering)

Photo location: I chose Pinnacle
Golf Club, where my family are mem-
bers. Pinnacle holds many of my special
memories with friends and family, as
well as my golf career. 

Home front: My parents are Lisa and
Howard Saur. I also have two younger
sisters who mean a lot to me. Bella is 15
and played on the high school golf team
with me, and Aleia is 9.

Favorite subject: Math comes natu-
ral to me and is something I want to have
a career with.

Least-favorite subject: I don’t have
a least-favorite anymore, but I used to
dislike history until high school, where
my teachers made classes fun and inter-
esting.

Prized possession: A signed golf
glove given to me from Lexi Thompson,
the LPGA player who inspires me.

Favorite book: “Golf is Not a Game of
Perfect,” by Bob Cullen and Bob Rotella.
It helped me improve my mental game.

Favorite movie: Growing up, “The
Lion King” was my favorite. I can still re-
call watching it with my sister when we
were very young.

Favorite television show: I don’t

really have a favorite because I do not
often fi�nd time to watch TV.

Favorite musician: Post Malone
covers many diff�erent genres of music. I
love every song I have ever heard from
him.

Favorite animal: My favorite is a gi-
raff�e, because I am really tall, too.

Essential app: My camera app. I am
known for always taking pictures be-
cause I love looking back on them.

Favorite home-cooked meal: Spa-
ghetti and meatballs, which my gramma
and mom prepare using the same reci-
pe. I still have never eaten a better plate
of spaghetti than ones from them.

My cooking specialty: Breakfast.
More specifi�cally, I am best at cooking
eggs and French toast.

Favorite restaurant: Columbus Fish
Market. I love their fi�let with bearnaise
sauce.

Guilty pleasure: Going on late-night
car rides with my friends and blasting

music.
Proudest sports moment: When I

qualifi�ed for the state golf tournament
as an individual in my junior year. This
was a goal I set for myself when I fi�rst
started playing — and also was one of
the most ambitious goals I’ve ever
made.

Sport I’d like to try: I have watched
so many of my sister’s basketball games
over the past few years, it made me wish
I had tried it when I had a chance.

Favorite athlete: Simone Biles. I
used to do gymnastics and she served as
one of my greatest role models. Now she
inspires me by the way she has over-
come obstacles and encourages me to
keep pushing boundaries and challeng-
ing myself.

Inspiration: My parents have done
so much for our family. They have made
many sacrifi�ces, and work incredibly
hard.

Dream job: To play professional golf

and also be an entrepreneur.
I’d sell this in my store: I want to

own a store where I sell golf clothes spe-
cifi�cally for women, as well as active-
wear.

Place I’d like to travel: I’d love to
travel to many parts of the world but the
top destination on my bucket list is Ice-
land to see the Northern Lights, visit a
geothermal pool and see an ice cave.

Least-favorite household chore:
The chore my sisters and I try to get out
of is loading the dishwasher. I would
rather clean and organize.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: No, I usually only
sing with my closest friends. 

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I can never pose
for pictures no matter how hard I try. 

Words to leave by: Live by the belief
that everything happens for a reason
and fi�nd positivity in every moment you
can.

HONORABLE MENTION
FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Elizabeth
Saur

Grove City 
Grade-point average: 4.58 

KYLE ROBERTSON/COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Sports played: Cross country (4
years), track (4)

Academic highlights: National
Merit Scholarship fi�nalist; AP Scholar
with Distinction; National Honor Soci-
ety member; scored 35 on ACT

Athletic highlights: Team captain
and leadership board member in cross
country; state-meet qualifi�er in track

College choice: Case Western Re-
serve (anticipated major: civil engineer-
ing)

Photo location: Along the Olentangy
Trail, where I’ve been running for as
long as I can remember. I love having
this natural space so close to my home
where I can relax and ground myself.

Home front: My parents are Steve
and Patricia Nash, and I have two sib-
lings: my sister, Christina, is 22, and my
brother, Wesley, is 12.

Favorite subject: It’s hard to pick
one because I like pretty much every-
thing. This year I’ve liked physics be-
cause I can apply it to the real world.

Least-favorite subject: I had an en-
gineering class this year that comprised
four big, open-ended projects. I ended
up getting the work done, but most of
that work was done on the night before
it was due.

Prized possession: I don’t mean to
brag, but my team wins a lot of trophies.
Sitting on my shelf right now is the 2019
cross country district runner-up trophy.

Favorite book: The answer usually is
“whatever I’m reading right now.” In the
past year I’ve enjoyed “Interior China-
town,” by Charles Yu; “Invisible Man,”
by Ralph Ellison; and I’ve re-read the
Harry Potter series, to name a few.

Favorite television shows: If I want
to think: “Russian Doll.” If I don’t: “Parks
and Recreation.”

Favorite musician: My playlist fea-
tures artists from the Beatles to Tyler,
The Creator to Antonio Vivaldi. But if I
had to pick a favorite it might be Hozier. 

Favorite animal: Sometimes I see a
picture of a bear just chilling and I think
“that would be a good animal to pet if it
didn’t result in me getting mauled.”

Essential app: A lot of times I prefer
YouTube to TV or movies. It feels more
personal when someone’s talking about
cooking, or music theory, or movies that
I like.

My cooking specialty: I’ve gotten
really into Italian cooking in the past
few years, partly because one main
point is getting complex fl�avors out of a
few simple ingredients. One such dish is
pasta aglio e olio — literally just garlic

and oil and pasta. 
Guilty pleasure: Doesn’t everyone

say ice cream? If it were possible to eat it
for every meal and still be able to run
reasonably fast, I wouldn’t have to wor-
ry about meal-planning anymore. 

Sports I’d like to try: Skeleton —
that one-man head-fi�rst sled from the
Winter Olympics. A (slightly) less dan-
gerous one might be another event from
track and fi�eld: the pole vault. 

Favorite athlete: Derek Jeter was
one of the best baseball players of all
time, known for coming through in the
clutch throughout his career. Plus, his
Turn 2 Foundation has been helping at-
risk kids since his rookie year. 

Inspiration: My cross country and
track coach, Bill Darling, forms a per-
sonal relationship with every runner he
coaches and is one of the best storytell-
ers I know. 

Dream job: I’d spend half an hour
popping bubble wrap, taste-test dishes
for a fi�ve-star restaurant, and then retire
to a life of luxury. More seriously, I
would be happy in any job where I can
use creative and analytical skills to help
people.

I’d sell this in my store: Used run-
ning shoes. I have a lot of them and
while they might not be healthy to keep
running in, someone who needs a pair
could buy them for cheap.

Least-favorite household chore: I
always have baskets full of laundry in
my room. Once I fi�gured out I can just
wash and dry my clothes without actu-
ally putting them away, I was screwed.

Words to leave by: “I urge you to
please notice when you are happy, and
exclaim or murmur or think at some
point, ‘If this isn’t nice, I don’t know
what is.’ ” — Kurt Vonnegut

HONORABLE MENTION
MALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Victor Nash

Thomas Worthington 
Grade-point average: 4.39 

JOSHUA A. BICKEL/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
Encova Insurance
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Sports played: Softball (4 years),
basketball (2), volleyball (1)

Academic highlights: National
Honor Society member; Father Huber
Memorial scholarship winner; scored 31
on ACT 

Athletic highlights: Captain of two-
time league champion in softball

College choice: Ohio State (antici-
pated major: criminology and criminal
justice studies)

Photo location: The science lab of
my high school is one of my favorite
spots because I was always doing some-
thing hands-on there. As a curious per-
son, it was where I knew I could go to get
my questions answered. 

Home front: I live with my parents,
Carrie and Jimmy Wolfe; my 16-year-old
brother, Andrew, who is a sophomore at
Ready; and my 12-year-old sister, Julia,
who is in seventh grade at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help.

Favorite subject: I took every sci-
ence class I could fi�t into my schedule,
from biology to chemistry to physics to
anatomy. I love working hard to under-
stand the “why?” in life.

Least-favorite subject: Being hon-
est, I don’t have a least-favorite. I tend to
be a little bit of a nerd in that way. The
subject that has given me the most trou-
ble, however, is math. I have spent
countless hours asking for calculus help.

Prized possession: Some of the best
gifts I have received are in ticket form.
My favorites are from seeing “Hamilton”
live, going to Washington D.C., and rid-

ing roller coasters at Cedar Point.
Favorite book: “The Hunger

Games,” by Suzanne Collins. I love how
it’s like I’m in the arena with Katniss. 

Favorite movie: Although “The
Help” is sad at some parts, the overall
story is eye-opening and invites conver-
sation about important issues.

Favorite musicians: This is a tough
question! But if I had to narrow it, I’d say
Khalid or Harry Styles have songs for ev-
ery mood and occasion.

Favorite animal: Duh, the wolf. It
looks friendly, but is secretly fi�erce (like
me).

Favorite home-cooked meal: When
my mom marinates pork chops and as-
paragus and grills them. I eat asparagus
like candy.

My cooking specialty: Eggs. I like to
add cheese, spinach and mushrooms to
them.

Favorite restaurant: Buff�alo Wild
Wings is our go-to for a postgame meal,
and we always have good laughs and

good food.
Guilty pleasure: A venti iced coff�ee

from Starbucks.
Proudest sports moment: Winning

the Central Catholic League softball
championship in back-to-back years.

Story behind my uniform number:
Normally, I’m the No. 3, which I picked
after I heard the “Schoolhouse Rock”
song “Three is a Magic Number.” When I
got to high school, No. 3 was taken, so I
went to the next best, No. 13.

Favorite athlete: Serena Williams is
a strong, bold and competitive busi-
nesswoman. She does it all.

Inspiration: My grandmothers. My
mother’s mother, Chris Doppes, had a
job and raised four kids while my grand-
father served in the military. My father’s
mother, Terri Wolfe, was a single mom
who had to work hard for everything she
earned. 

Dream job: President of the United
States. I want to have the means to help
all people. Plus, living in the White

House would be pretty cool.
I’d sell this in my store: I would sell

shoes — all kinds of shoes! I also would
add snack stations because sometimes I
get a little hungry after spending too
much time at the store.

Place I’d like to travel: China. I have
taken four years of Mandarin Chinese
and the culture fascinates me.

Least-favorite household chore:
Loading the dishwasher. Having to
touch food from other people’s plates is
gross.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Always! I even tend
to sing my sentences on a regular basis.
A lot of times I don’t even realize it.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: I can’t fi�gure out
how to do the kick worm. I shake the
whole house trying, but I haven’t quite
mastered it.

Words to leave by: “Dream with am-
bition, lead with conviction.” — Kamala
Harris

HONORABLE MENTION
FEMALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Catherine
Wolfe

Ready 
Grade-point average: 3.97 

MADDIE SCHROEDER/FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
Encova Insurance 
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Sports played: Tennis (4 years), golf
(4)

Academic highlights: National
Merit Commended Scholar; National
Honor Society member; scored 33 on
ACT

Athletic highlights: Four-time
state-tournament qualifi�er and four-
time all-league in tennis; four-time all-
league in golf

College choice: Ohio State (antici-
pated major: pre-med ) 

Photo location: I chose Tennis Ohio,
the old Ohio State varsity indoor facility,
where I grew the most as a player.

Home front: I am the youngest in a
family of fi�ve with my parents, Tracey
and Steven, and two older brothers,
both of whom are golfers. Connor is the
oldest and Evan is the middle child.

Favorite subject: Math, specifi�cally
statistics. It’s interesting to see the vari-
ous ways to present data to help prove
your point. I am all about proving myself
right.

Least-favorite subject: Physics.
Electricity and stuff� like that will never
make sense to me.

Favorite book: “Open,” by Andre
Agassi, is an amazing insight into his life
and his mindset while on tour. 

Favorite movie: “The Wolf of Wall
Street” has an absolute crazy storyline
and Leo DiCaprio did an amazing job
playing Jordan Belfort.

Favorite television show: “The
Blacklist.” It’s never repetitive and al-
ways action-packed.

Favorite musician: The country star
Thomas Rhett is a great singer and he
seems like such a laid-back kind of guy. 

Favorite animal: Dogs truly are
man’s best friend.

Essential app: The comedic infor-
mation on Twitter is next level. You can
fi�nd things on Twitter that you would
never think of fi�nding elsewhere.

Favorite home-cooked meal: My
mom’s steak. I’m not sure what her se-
cret is, but she has never made a bad
steak in her life. 

My cooking specialty: I’d have to
say my specialty is heating up frozen
food or throwing things in the micro-
wave. If you count ordering food online,
then that might be my specialty.

Favorite restaurant: Hudson 29 is a
go-to restaurant for me and my family. I
like their cheeseburger. 

Proudest sports moment: Qualify-
ing for the state championship in golf
my sophomore year. Our team was an

underdog of sorts heading into that sea-
son and I am proud of the way we all
came together to have a great year. Not
bad for a tennis player.

Sport I’d like to try: I would love to
try to hit a major-league pitch in base-
ball. People say that it is the hardest
thing to do in sports; I just want one
crack at it.

Favorite athlete: The golfer Dustin
Johnson. His on-course demeanor and
his ability to forget about the past is
something I strive for.

Inspiration: My older brothers have
shown me what it means to work hard
and what success really looks like. I al-
ways try to be just a little bit better than
them, which is tough.

I’d sell this in my store: Probably
designer clothes or shoes. I'm not as in-
terested in those things as some of my
friends are, but I know that there is a
large market out there for buying and
selling those items.

Place I’d like to travel: I’ve never
been to Europe, and I feel like a perfect
starting place would be Paris.

Least-favorite household chore:
Doing the dishes. For whatever reason,
it is just such a drag to wash off� the dish-
es at the end of a meal. I can never get
over it.

True/false: I sing out loud when
people are around: Defi�nitely not. I am
not a very good singer and not very will-
ing to let people know that.

Something I cannot get right no
matter how hard I try: A left-handed
forehand in tennis. Given my right-
handed forehand capabilities, I would
think that I would pick up left-handed
relatively easy, but that is far from the
case.

Words to leave by: “Make it happen”
is a favorite saying of St. Charles princi-
pal James Lower and athletic director
Dave Lawler. I always try to make them
proud.

HONORABLE MENTION
MALE SCHOLAR-ATHLETE

Reece
Yakubov

St. Charles 
Grade-point average: 4.12 

KYLE ROBERTSON/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

$1,000
Encova Insurance 
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Dave Wharton’s main goal was to
keep his swimmers in good spirits.

The New Albany swimming coach
knew that merely being in high school
during the COVID-19 pandemic would be
hard enough without added stress and
pressure coming from him.

Even as Wharton navigated strict pro-
tocols and questions about whether the
state meet would even happen at the end
of the season, he shielded much of the
uncertainty from his team.

“They had enough stress in their life,”
Wharton said. “I wanted their time at the
pool and in the pool to be an opportunity,
while social distancing and staying safe,
to be with their friends, to get exercise in
so they could clear their head for that
hour or whatever time they had, so they
could continue to be functioning as best
they can.”

Dealing with the eff�ects of the pan-
demic wasn’t easy, but the Eagles’ girls

swim and dive team managed to put to-
gether a strong season and win the
school’s fi�rst Division I team state cham-
pionship. For their eff�orts, they were
named The Dispatch’s high school team
of the year for 2020-21, an award spon-
sored by Abercrombie & Fitch.

After fi�nishing as state runner-up by
just nine points in 2020, Wharton

thought his team had a good chance to
improve upon that fi�nish in 2021. But
with so much unpredictability through-
out the season, he didn’t know what to
expect when his team hit the pool in late
February in Canton.

Then the Eagles won the fi�rst race of
the day, the 200 medley relay, to open on
a high note and didn’t look back. Though
swimming is mostly an individual sport,
Wharton and the Eagles fi�rmly believe
that high fi�nishes build momentum
throughout the meet.

“The relays winning, that made a
huge diff�erence,” Wharton said. “As
much as it is a points thing, it’s a team
pride and motivation thing, too. To start
the meet off� winning the relay and to fi�n-
ish the meet winning the relay, it was
nice on both ends.”

New Albany held an eight-point lead
over Mason heading into the meet-clos-
ing 400 free relay. A win in the event
would secure the team title, and the relay
team of Carly Meeting, Olivia Hovorka,
Ashlyn Morr and Ava Lachey delivered.

With a time of 3 minutes, 24.65 sec-

onds, more than two seconds faster than
the second-place team, the Eagles got
the points they needed to win their fi�rst
state championship.

“It was a great feeling,” Morr said. “We
feel honored to have won for the fi�rst
time in school history, and it was great to
do it with this team.”

Meeting, a sophomore, experienced
fi�rsthand the legendary atmosphere of
the state swim meet in 2020. The 2021
edition was much more subdued, with
only one spectator allowed per compet-
itor. Without the usual thousands of
screaming fans, it was up to each team to
create energy internally.

Morr and Meeting said dealing with
the pandemic throughout the season
made the team uniquely close, which
was required to cheer each other to vic-
tory in Canton.

“We’re just proud that we could do
what we did this year with such a weird
season,” Meeting said. “I think the whole
experience was something diff�erent and
especially winning was diff�erent, so it
was really nice.”

TEAM OF THE YEAR

Unity pushed New Albany girls swimming to fi�rst state title
Bailey Johnson
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

New Albany’s Olivia Hovorka, right,
hugs Carly Meeting after the Eagles
won the 400-yard freestyle relay, and
its fi�rst state team title on Feb. 26.
SHANE FLANIGAN/THISWEEK NEWSPAPERS
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As a way of acknowledging the dis-
ruptive eff�ects of the coronavirus pan-
demic on high school students, the 204
seniors being honored by The Dispatch
and Encova Insurance for being their
school’s top scholar-athletes were
asked to participate in a survey, with
questions including:

• What have you learned about your-
self during this stressful time?

• How have your leadership skills
evolved?

• What good advice have you re-
ceived?

• What advice would you off�er to a
younger student-athlete?

Here is a sampling of their answers.
Other answers can be found at
dispatch.com/scholarathletes:

Ethan Laslo, Mount Vernon

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Love the grind. Whether it is in the
classroom or on the fi�eld, enjoy the
process of bettering yourself on a daily
basis to truly appreciate the person you
have become.

Lydia Muldoon, Upper Arlington

Best advice I received: My water po-
lo coach told me: Treat people with
kindness. In the end, people won’t re-
member you for what you did, but rather
for how you made them feel.

Garrett Mielke, Dublin Scioto

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Spend time cultivating friend-
ships. Be a great listener. Be a great
friend. Show up for others. Friendships
aren’t built on big acts, but on a million
little acts. Meaningful friendships take
time, but they will outlast any school
record, trophy, accomplishment or
award you receive.

Orlando Jones, Independence

What I learned: What I will take
away from my senior year is that
through the ups and downs of being told
we could play, then couldn’t, and then

could again is that every team (no mat-
ter the sport) showed love and support
to one another.

Grace Jenkins, Watterson

Best advice I received: Although

somewhat cheesy, my soccer coach
would often stop a drill and remind me
that after a mistake, I must channel my
inner Elsa and “let it go.” He reminded
me that I may make a wrong decision
but I can’t go back and change it.

Taylor Rice, Grove City Christian

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Be kind to everyone. You never
know who may need that encourage-
ment during a practice/game. Positivity
breeds more positivity and is more ef-
fective than negativity will ever be.

Carley Bryant, Bloom-Carroll

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Don’t be scared to step into the
unknown when looking into your fu-
ture. Enjoy every day and be a light to
the people around you.

Denver Kosch, Liberty Union

On leadership: I’ve learned that my
value as a leader comes not only from
being a voice in my teammate’s ears, but
being a good example to watch.

Grace Royer, Hilliard Davidson

Best advice I received: My lacrosse
coach would say to control the control-
lables and forget about everything else.
He would say we can’t change the
weather or our opponent or the refs but
we can change our attitude, our intensi-
ty, our play. This advice translates to life
in many ways.

Jacob Reed, Lancaster

What I learned: The adversities and
disappointments we faced during the
past year have taught me to focus, re-
gardless of circumstance. I have learned
that goals are not short-term and that I
need to look beyond the immediate. I
have grown and matured and realized
that responsible and patient people get
results.

Brynn Peddicord, Newark Catholic

Lasting memory: This year has been
pretty memorable for obvious reasons
but I will take away that not just myself
and my classmates but also the sur-
rounding schools persevered through so
much. The fact that we all got through it
together makes everything much more
memorable.

Reagan Farmer, Liberty Union

What I learned: That I enjoy the
tranquility and fl�exibility of online
school, but also that it is necessary for
me to be around others to cultivate
friendships. I also learned that my base-
ment gets very hot when I work out
down there.

Megan Massmann, Gahanna

Best advice I received: “Be where
your feet are.” To me this means focus
on the moment you are in and give ev-
erything you have to this moment. Do
not worry about what will happen in the
future and do not live in the past.

Opening up
Scholar-athletes refl�ect on their high school experiences

See OPENING UP, Page 46S

Grace Jenkins (12) of Watterson SHANE FLANIGAN/THISWEEK NEWSPAPERS

Reagan Farmer of Liberty Union
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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The Columbus Dispatch and our affiliate 
businesses salute these future leaders, the 
Scholar Athlete Awards class of 2021.

“Well Done.”

TOMORROW’S LEADERS.   

TODAY.
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Austin Knupp, Olentangy Orange

What I learned: That life is about
fi�nding the positives that come out of
everything instead of sitting there
thinking about what could have been.

Kelly Sapp, Fredericktown

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Try new things, inside and out-
side of school. Go try that food you’ve
been wanting to try. Go learn karate. Go
learn how to sing, knit, play an instru-
ment, run, play volleyball. Whatever it is
that you've always wanted to learn how
to do but are scared to do because you
may fail or be judged, go do it anyway.

Emily Opfer, East Knox

Best advice I received: Don’t let
yourself be the one who stops you from
being great. My guidance counselor
taught me this. As soon as I stopped
judging myself harshly and stopped cre-
ating unrealistic expectations for my-
self, I noticed a positive change in my
happiness and performance.

Autymn Briggs, Westerville North

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Don’t be afraid to try something
new. My senior year I decided to try out
for cheerleading. I made the varsity
team and made many new memories.
Even if you are scared to do something
new you can’t let fear hold you back be-
cause you never know the outcome until
you try.

Monty Lobb, Bloom-Carroll

Best advice I received: When things
get tough, positivity always wins.

Taylor Hughes, Westerville South

What I learned: How to adapt. I
learned how to go from online school to
in-person school. I learned to adapt to
wearing masks and social distancing.
Overall, I’ve learned how to make the
most out of what I’m given.

Kyah Mitchell, Mifflin

Advice for younger student-ath-

letes: I would tell someone approaching
their senior year to not rush anything.
Enjoy every little chance that you get.
Take part in activities even if some of
your friends don’t want to go.

Jayce Fitzpatrick, 
Olentangy Liberty

Best advice I received: Be your own
person fi�rst and then fi�nd those who will
make you better. You are the sum of the
fi�ve people closest to you and that is
how you will improve yourself.

Tyler Kindberg, 
Worthington Christian

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: Hold onto your dreams, but loose-
ly. I think it’s important to have dreams,
but things don’t always go as you plan,
so you have to be willing to adjust to the
way things go.

Elaina Winslow, Jonathan Alder

Best advice I received: Your worth
does not depend on your results. No
matter how fast you run or how many
goals you score, your family and friends
will still be proud of you.

Grace Vega, Pickerington Central

On leadership: My coach was unable
to attend a junior varsity track meet, so
being the only senior on the team, I took

it upon myself to step in and help them
warm up and motivate them. That day
many of the girls ran personal-record
times and all were very happy with their
races. I am proud of myself for taking
part in that.

Christine Cooke, Wellington

What I learned: I am really hopeful
for my generation. Even though this
year was really tough, I feel like we were
all super-resilient and adaptive to the
changes made.

Luke Twiss, Canal Winchester

Advice for younger student-ath-
letes: If you want something, go get it.
No excuses. Period, done.

Cael Shaw, Hamilton Township

On leadership: I am proud of the fact
that I got a large chunk of my classmates
to get vaccinated!

Ronmel Robinson, South

Best advice I received: Don’t let any-
thing steal your shine.

Kendrick Frempong, Mifflin

On leadership: Through the pan-
demic I witnessed a few of my peers
slacking in school, so I did all I could to
motivate and help them to pass their
classes so they could walk the gradua-
tion stage with me.

Riley Woods, Jonathan Alder

What I learned: That I spent too
much time playing video games and
looking at my phone and not enough
time living in the present and appreciat-
ing the world around me. With this real-
ization, I spent more time outside, more
time reading, and less time on my phone
and truly felt alive and happy.

Noel Frye, Olentangy Orange

Best advice I received: When choos-
ing what path I would take next year, I
had to think about what I wanted, not
what I believed everyone else wanted for
me. In a lot of situations, I feel more com-
fortable letting others choose for me, but
this advice forced me to examine what I
needed to get out of my college experi-
ence as a student and as an athlete.

Ellie Andrews, Dublin Coffman

What I learned: I’m a more patient
person than I realized. I have also
learned the importance of being fl�exible
and staying focused through unexpect-
ed challenges.

Olivia DiGiovine, Olentangy

Best advice I received: My sopho-
more-year English teacher told me to
never turn away an opportunity even if
it is outside my comfort zone. I am for-
ever grateful she told me that.

Opening up
Continued from Page 44S

Autymn Briggs of Westerville North
PROVIDED PHOTO

Tyler Kindberg of Worthington Christian SHANE FLANIGAN/THISWEEK NEWSPAPERS
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Congratulations Scholar Athletes!

battelle.org
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ENCOVA INSURANCE PROUDLY SUPPORTS

OUR FUTURE COMMUNITY LEADERS

At Encova, we encourage and support members of our community
who work to become better leaders every day. We’re proud of all
the 2021 Scholar Athlete Award Finalists for their leadership on the
field, in the classroom and in their communities.

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • BUSINESS

encova.com
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