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Above, Former St. Vincent- St. 
Mary standout and current Los 
Angeles Laker LeBron James 
makes  a pass against United’s 
Nick Schneider at Salem High 
School in 2001. (File Photo) 

At right, St Vincent- St. Mary’s 
LeBron James and Aly Samabaly 
trap Lisbon’s Ben Dickey at 
Salem High School in 2001. (File 
Photo)

By HOWARD FENDRICH
AP Sports Writer

Sports amid the pan-
demic became a whole 
different sort of spectacle, 
especially when it came 
to spectators — often with 
zero, sometimes with 
some and, in at least one 
instance at a Grand Slam 
tennis tournament, start-
ing a match with fans in 
the seats yet finishing it 
with none present.

Screams and chants, ap-
plause and dancing, cheer-
ing and jeering by tens of 
thousands in the stands 
were so customary and 
unremarkable at the var-
ious athletic endeavors in 
the Before Times that they 
tended to recede into the 
background as not much 
more than white noise.

Over the past year, 
though, thanks to the con-
tagiousness and dangers 
of the coronavirus, such 
sights and sounds were re-
placed at cavernous venues 
by the echoes of a bounc-
ing ball or the squeaks of 
sneakers or “Did he really 
say that?” chatter among 
players, coaches and of-
ficials that suddenly was 
audible.

And, truly, the entire es-
sence of sports as we know 
them changed in subtle, if 
fundamental, ways during 
the past 12 months because 
of restrictions on crowds. 
For those who were no 
longer able to enjoy being 
right there, of course — 
how many kids missed out 
on a chance to witness a 
game firsthand for the first 
time? — but also for those 
viewing from afar and even 
for the participants them-
selves.

If a contest happens 
without anyone delighting 
in the athleticism or prais-
ing and booing the athletes 
and the outcomes, does the 
whole undertaking matter 
as much? Decreased tele-
vision ratings across the 
landscape, even for a jug-
gernaut such as the Super 
Bowl, seemed to indicate 
not.

“It was very weird at 
first, when the season 
started, and like everything 
else, you kind of got used 
to it. Which is not a good 
thing,” said Will Harris, a 
relief pitcher for the Wash-
ington Nationals, who like 
all teams in Major League 
Baseball, played every 
regular-season game of a 
shortened 2020 season 
with zero spectators (the 
postseason “bubbles” al-
lowed limited crowds).

“To be honest, it’ll prob-
ably be a little weird when 
the fans are back in the 
stands, because a lot of us 
have kind of gotten used to 
it being the way that it was 
last year,” Harris said. “The 
adrenaline might be a little 
higher than normal when 
we do see (them). I’m look-
ing forward to it.”

Athletes in individual 
sports, so accustomed to 
being fueled by on-site en-
ergy and support, needed 
to adapt and rely on their 
inner voices.

TV viewers couldn’t 
always tell the difference 
between what was real 
and what was artifice. 
Broadcasters tried to keep 
viewers engaged and, 
ultimately, hoped to ac-
complish what so many of 
us endeavored to do in so 
many ways ever since the 
NBA began the process of 
halting sports on March 
11, 2020: pretend all was 
normal.

Telecasts featured card-
board cutouts or video im-
ages of fans. Fake sounds 
simulated clapping or 
yelling.

Sometimes it worked. 
Sometimes it didn’t.

The time LeBron James came to Salem

Legendary broadcaster Tait will be forever remembered

A year 
with no 

fans

By RON FIRTH
Sports Editor

SALEM — Twenty years 
ago, everyone wanted to be at 
the Salem Division III boys 
basketball sectional-district 
tournament 

Defending state champion 
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary 
was ranked No. 6 in the na-
tion with a talented lineup 
featuring sophomore sensa-
tion LeBron James.

“Having a son who is a 
freshman in high school and 
him starting for the first time, 
it brings back memories of 
me coaching and memories 
of that game,” said Lisbon 
coach Joe Siefke, now the 
school’s superintendent.

James’ star was still rising. 
This was the season he won 
the first of three Ohio Mr. 
Basketball awards. It was 
years before James played in 
10 NBA Finals and 17 NBA 
All-Star Games.

“With his intangibles, 
I knew he would be suc-
cessful,” then United coach 
Herman Miller said. “I don’t 
know anyone could have said 
then this is what he would do 
in 20 years. Obviously he is a 
generational talent.”

Thousands of local fans 
saw James for the first time 
in Salem. The Irish fielded 
the top team in Ohio and had 
to get through United, Lisbon 
and Springfield Local on the 
way to their second straight 
state title.

“The first thing that comes 
to mind is the anticipation 
and preparation leading up 
to it,” Miller said. “Obviously 
you know you’re a huge un-
derdog and it is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.”

The anticipation was build-
ing leading up to the tourna-
ment. The Irish sold out the 
University of Akron’s Rhodes 
Arena twice, the Canton 
Fieldhouse and Hiram Col-
lege during a 14-day stretch 
to end the regular season.

“Social media had not 
taken off at that point,” 
Siefke said. “Those things 
weren’t present back then. It 
was by word of mouth.”

Akron St. Vincent-St. 
Mary’s first tournament 
game against United was 
moved from a triple-header 
on a Friday to a single game 
on a Saturday due to huge 
ticket demand. United sold 
more than 1,100 presale tick-
ets in advance and the game 
at Salem High School sold 
out well in advance.

“I remember walking into 
the gym an hour and a half 
before the game to our locker 
room,” Miller said. “The fans 
already filled the stands and 
and we got a standing ova-
tion. They had all the notori-
ety coming in. We were the 
local team, it was like a David 
and Goliath story.”

Miller was in his first 
season as head coach and 
the Eagles entered the game 
with a 12-9 record — the nine 
losses were by a combined 19 
points.

“I thought a lot about 
whether I helped us get there 
or failed to get us over the 
top,” he said.

There were different ex-
pectations going into this 
game.

See JAMES, B6

By TOM WITHERS
Associated Press Writer

CLEVELAND — Joe Tait, a long-
time Cleveland sports broadcaster 
and voice of the Cavaliers for more 
than four decades, died Wednesday. 
He was 83.

“A friend and mentor to many over 
the years, Joe Tait wasn’t just a mem-
ber of the Cavaliers family; he was 
a part of the Cavs story like no one 
else and his voice and unique, candid 
perspective reverberates throughout 
the team’s history,” the Cavs said 
in a statement. “He will be dearly 
missed.”

Tait had recently gone into hospice 
care following a lengthy battle with 
kidney disease and liver cancer.

Tait was with the NBA team from 
its inception in 1970 until he retired 
in 2011, calling 3,382 games while 

becoming one of the NBA’s best 
announcers. In his final season, the 
Cavs honored Tait with a commem-
orative banner that hangs alongside 
some of the team’s retired jersey 
numbers in the rafters of Rocket 
Mortgage FieldHouse.

Sometimes a little gruff when he 
didn’t agree with a referees’ call, Tait 
also had several signature sayings 
like “Wham with the right hand!” fol-
lowing a dunk.

“Joe was also famous for his dry 
wit and his pragmatic view of life 
and probably wouldn’t have wanted 
a big, sentimental sendoff,” the Cavs 
said. “So, to paraphrase the legend, 
himself – Let’s not say: ‘goodbye.’ 
Let’s just say: “Have a GOOD night, 
everybody!’”

Tait was there in the good and Joe Tait acknowledges the fans during “Joe Tait Appreciation Night” in an NBA bas-
ketball game Friday, April 8, 2011, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Tony Dejak) See TAIT, B6
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SIDING

WE OFFER A FULL LINE OF
HOME IMPROVEMENT

PRODUCTS & SERVICES TO
BEAUTIFYYOUR HOME!

WINDOWS

ENTRY
DOORS

HomeMakeover Event
$1000 Off

Houseful of NewWindows!
*Minimum purchase required, call for details.

FINANCING0%
18Months Same As Cash! PLUS, ZEROMoney Down.**

Ask about Our Senior & Military Discounts★★

(330) 845-52 80 LARGEST
NATIONALHOME
IMPROVEMENT

COMPANY

With
PURCHASE!*
*With purchase of 4 or more windows

$50 GIFT CARD

**Financing available with minimum purchase and approved credit.Window Depot Youngstown., is neither a broker nor a lender.
Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Window Depot Youngstown under terms and conditions arranged directly
between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance

terms advertised are estimate only. Ask for details. New orders only. Not valid with any other offer, or previous purchase.

Experience the best

To make your reservations, call (866) 437-1300 or go to 7Springs.com.

• A total of two nights of lodging

• Two Ski or Snowboard Tickets for each bedroom in your condominium

• Two Snow Tubing Tickets for each bedroom in your condominium

• One large pizza for each bedroom in your condominium

• One morning’s breakfast per person

• Two vouchers for Rollerskating, Bowling & Miniature Golf per bedroom

Winter Fun Days Condo Package:

family fun the Laurel Highlands has to offer.

SALEM NEWS SCOREBOARD

4TV SCHEDULE

6:30 a.m. (GOLF) Golf: European, Qatar 
Masters, first round.

11:30 a.m. (ESPN2) College basketball: 
Big 12 Tournament, Oklahoma St. vs. West 
Virginia.

11:30 p.m. (BTN) College basketball: 
Big Ten Tournament, Michigan St. vs. 
Maryland.

Noon (ESPN) College basketball: Atlan-
tic Coast Conference Tournament.

Noon (ESPNU) College basketball: 
American Athletic Tournament.

Noon (FS1) College basketball: Big East 
Tournament.

Noon (GOLF) Golf: PGA, Players Cham-
pionship, first round.

1 p.m. (NBCSN) Sailing: Vende Globe 
(taped).

2 p.m. (BTN) College basketball: Big Ten 
Tournament, Minnesota vs. Ohio St.

2:30 p.m. (ESPN) College basketball: At-
lantic Coast Tournament.

2:30 p.m. (ESPN2) College basketball: 
Big 12 Tournament.

3 p.m. (FS1) College basketball: Big East 
Tournament, Seton Hall vs. St. John’s.

3 p.m. (ESPNU) College basketball: 
American Athletic Tournament, Tulane vs. 
Tulsa.

3 p.m. (CBBSN) College basketball: 
Mountain West Tournament.

4:30 p.m. (ESPN2) NBAGL: Lakeland 
Magic vs. Delaware Blue Coats, champion-
ship.

5:30 p.m. (CBSSN) College basketball: 
Mountain West Tournament, Nevada vs. 
Boise St.

6 p.m. (FS1) College basketball: Big East 
Tournament.

6:30 p.m. (BTN) College basketball: Big 
East Tournament, Indiana vs. Rutgers.

6:30 p.m. (ESPN) College basketball: At-
lantic Coast Tournament.

6:30 p.m. (ESPN2) College basketball: 
Big 12 Tournament.

7 p.m. (ATT) NHL: Penguins at Sabres.
7 p.m. (ESPNU) College basketball: 

American Athletic Tournament, East Caro-
lina vs. Central Florida.

7:30 p.m. (TNT) NBA: Celtics at Nets.
9 p.m. (BTN) College basketball: Big Ten 

Tournament, Penn State vs. Wisconsin.
9 p.m. (ESPN) College basketball: Atlan-

tic Coast Tournament.
9 p.m. (FS1) College basketball: Big East 

Tournament.
9 p.m. (CBSSN) College basketball: 

Mountain West Tournament.
9:30 p.m. (ESPN2) College basketball: 

Big 12 Tournament, Texas Tech vs. Texas.
10 p.m. (TNT) NBA: Warriors at Clip-

pers.
10 p.m. (ESPNU) College women’s bas-

ketball: American Athletic Tournament, 
championship.

10 p.m. (NBCSN) Sailing: American’s 
Cup, Races 3-4.

11:30 p.m. (ESPN) College basketball: 
Pac-12 Tournament.

11:30 p.m. (CBSSN) College basketball: 
Mountain West Tournament.

2 a.m. (NBCSN) Cycling: UCI, Par-
is-Nice, Stage 5.

Dak signs contract
Dak Prescott walked briskly and bounced up the couple of steps onto the stage for the 
announcement of the richest contract in the storied history of the Dallas Cowboys for 
their latest star quarterback.
It was five months almost to the day Wednesday since the gruesome ankle injury that 
ended Prescott’s 2020 season and led to immediate questions whether the big payday 
would ever come after a long stalemate.
The answer came two days earlier when the sides — two years after they started talking 
— agreed on a $160 million, four-year contract with the NFL’s second-highest annual 
average behind Kansas City star Patrick Mahomes.
Now Prescott is ready to answer the questions about coming back from the compound 
fracture and dislocation of his right ankle against the New York Giants on Oct. 11.
“I thought about jogging out here and jumping up on the stage,” said Prescott, who 
broke into a wild smile while crossing the stage at team headquarters in Frisco, north of 
Dallas. “But I don’t know if you all are ready for that. But I’m healthy.”
Prescott wouldn’t put a timeline on when he would be fully cleared, but said, “I’ll be 
ready when it matters.”
For now, Prescott was basking in the hourlong news conference that served as a cele-
bration of the fourth $100 million contract in club history. 

Boys BB regionals
Wednesday’s Scores

Division I
Regional Semifinal

Centerville 52, Cin. Elder 43
Cin. Moeller 72, Cin. St. Xavier 69, OT
Cle. St. Ignatius 55, Lakewood St. Ed-

ward 54
Lima Sr. def. Tol. St. John’s, forfeit
Medina 54, N. Canton Hoover 43
Mentor 60, Massillon Jackson 53

Division III
Regional Semifinal

Cin. Taft 62, Anna 57, OT
Johnstown 75, Collins Western Reserve 

69
Ottawa-Glandorf 52, Archbold 48
Proctorville Fairland 68, Beverly Ft. Frye 

45
Spring. Shawnee 58, Versailles 55
Worthington Christian 50, Wheelers-

burg 47

Girls state pairing
DAYTON — Pairings for the 2021 

Ohio High School Athletic Association girls 
basketball state tournament at University 
of Dayton Arena (home team listed first):

DIVISION IV
Convoy Crestview (23-3) vs. No. 1 Fort 

Loramie (27-1), Thursday, 11 a.m.
Waterford (20-6) vs. No. 13 McDonald 

(23-2), Thursday, 2 p.m.
Division IV State Championship, Sat-

urday, 10:45 a.m.
———

DIVISION III
No. 5 Ottawa-Glandorf (25-2) vs. No. 

14 Apple Creek Waynedale (25-1), Thurs-
day, 5 p.m.

No. 9 Cincinnati Purcell Marian (21-3) 
vs. No. 1 Berlin Hiland (26-1), Thursday, 
8 p.m.

Division III State Championship: Sat-
urday, 2 p.m.

———
DIVISION II

No. 11 Dayton Carroll (20-4) vs. No. 2 
Napoleon (24-1), Friday, 11 a.m.

No. 4 McArthur Vinton County (25-1) 
vs. No. 7 Shaker Heights Laurel (20-4), 
Friday, 2 p.m.

Division II State Championship: Satur-
day, 5 p.m.

———
DIVISION I

No. 12 Akron Hoban (20-3) vs. No. 2 
Newark (26-1), Friday, 5 p.m.

No. 1 Cincinnati Mount Notre Dame 
(26-0) vs. No. 5 Toledo Notre Dame Acad-
emy (16-1), Friday, 8 p.m.

Division I State Championship: Satur-
day, 8:30 p.m.

Minn.-Northwestern
Big Ten Tournament

Minnesota 51, Northwestern 46
MINNESOTA (14-14)

Curry 2-6 0-1 4, Johnson 1-7 3-6 5, Carr 
3-10 4-8 10, Mashburn 4-12 3-6 11, Wil-
liams 5-8 0-1 14, Gach 2-4 0-0 5, Ihnen 
0-1 0-0 0, Freeman 1-1 0-2 2. Totals 18-49 
10-24 51.

NORTHWESTERN (9-15)
Beran 2-4 0-0 5, Kopp 4-18 0-0 9, 

Nance 3-11 0-0 8, Audige 2-5 2-5 6, Buie 
3-9 0-2 7, Young 2-5 1-2 5, Gaines 1-1 2-3 
4, Berry 0-2 0-0 0, Greer 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 
18-58 5-12 46.

Halftime—Minnesota 27-20. 3-Point 
Goals—Minnesota 5-20 (Williams 4-7, 
Gach 1-2, Ihnen 0-1, Curry 0-2, Johnson 
0-2, Mashburn 0-2, Carr 0-4), Northwest-
ern 5-18 (Nance 2-3, Beran 1-2, Buie 1-4, 
Kopp 1-6, Audige 0-1, Berry 0-1, Greer 
0-1). Fouled Out—Audige. Rebounds—
Minnesota 35 (Curry 12), Northwestern 36 
(Nance 11). Assists—Minnesota 10 (Carr 
6), Northwestern 9 (Buie 3). Total Fouls—
Minnesota 13, Northwestern 21.

Big Ten Conference
Men’s Tournament

At Bankers Life Fieldhouse
Indianapolis
First Round

Wednesday, March 10
Minnesota 51, Northwestern 46
Nebraska vs. Penn St., (n)

Second Round
Thursday, March 11

Michigan St. vs. Maryland, 11:30 a.m.
Minnesota vs. Ohio St., 2 p.m.
Indiana vs. Rutgers, 6:30 p.m.
Nebraska-Penn St .  w inner  vs . 

Wisconsin, 9 p.m.
Quarterfinals

Friday, March 12
Michigan St.-Maryland vs. Michigan, 

11:30 a.m.
Minnesota-Ohio St. winner vs. Purdue, 

2 p.m.
Indiana-Rutgers winner vs. Illinois, 6:30 

p.m.
Nebraska-Penn St.—Wisconsin winner 

vs. Iowa, 9 p.m.
Semifinals

Saturday, March 13
Michigan St.-Maryland—Michigan 

winner vs. Minnesota-Ohio St.—Purdue 
winner, 1 p.m.

Indiana-Rutgers—Illinois winner vs. 
Nebraska-Penn St.—Wisconsin—Iowa 
winner 3:30 p.m.

Championship
Sunday, March 14

Semifinal winners, 3:30 p.m.

Auto racing today
NASCAR CUP SERIES 

Instacart 500
Site: Avondale, Arizona
Schedule: Sunday, race, 3:30 p.m.
Track: Phoenix Raceway
Race distance: 312 laps, 312 miles
Last year: Joey Logano won after 

starting 13th.
Last race: Kyle Larson became the 

fourth different winner in as many races, 
overpowering the field to win by more 
than 3 seconds at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway.

Fast facts: Larson’s first victory for 
Hendrick Motorsports boosted him to third 
in the points race behind Denny Hamlin 
and Brad Keselowski. ... Hamlin, Larson, 
Kevin Harvick and Daytona 500 winner 
Michael McDowell all have three top-10 
finishes through four races. ... Larson’s 
victory was the first for crew chief Cliff 
Daniels in 55 career races. 

Next race: March 21, Hampton, Geor-
gia.

———
NASCAR XFINITY

Call 811 before you Dig 200 
Site: Avondale, Arizona
Schedule: Saturday, race, 5:30 p.m.
Track: Phoenix Raceway
Race distance: 200 laps, 200 miles.
Last year: Brandon Jones won after 

starting eighth.
Last race: A.J. Allmendinger took the 

lead on a restart with 12 laps to go to win 
for the fourth time in his last 16 starts.

Fast facts: Allmendinger became the 
fourth different winner in as many races. 
... Defending series champion and points 
leader Austin Cindric, Daniel Hemric and 
Jeb Burton have all finished in the top 10 
in all four races. Cindric is the only driver 
to have finished in the top five in all four. 
... Hemric finished second for the 11th 
time in one of NASCAR’s three national 
series, but is still seeking his first victory. 

Next race: March 20, Hampton, Geor-
gia.

———
NASCAR TRUCK SERIES 

Last race: John Hunter Nemechek 
won after starting third at Las Vegas.

Next race: March 20, Hampton, Geor-
gia.

———
FORMULA ONE 

Last race: Lewis Hamilton completed 
his sixth championship season in seven 
years even though Max Verstappen held 
off the Mercedes duo of Hamilton and Val-
terri Bottas for his second victory of the 
season.

Next race: Bahrain Grand Prix, March 
28, Sakhir, Bahrain (season opener)

——— 
INDYCAR 

Last race: Scott Dixon clinched his 
sixth series championship, holding off Jo-
sef Newgarden despite Newgarden’s Dix-
on-matching fourth victory of the season.
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By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

All a team needs to play in this year’s 
NCAA Tournament is five healthy players. 
How about a coach? The NCAA will get back 
to you on that.

The fluid nature of a March Madness 
played amid the coronavirus pandemic was 
spelled out Wednesday, hours before the 
NCAA selection committee began meeting 
to hash out a 68-team bracket that could 
remain in flux up until the games tip off next 
week.

In explaining a number of contingencies 
that could come into play if teams are ex-
posed to COVID-19, NCAA senior VP of bas-
ketball Dan Gavitt said that as long as a team 
has five healthy players, it’s good to go. And if 
that team’s coaching staff gets decimated by 
the coronavirus?

“Honestly, it’s probably something we 
should talk about as a committee,” he said.

For months, the NCAA has been laying 
out protocols to ensure the tournament will 
go off in somewhat normal-looking fashion. 
The biggest change is that all 68 teams will 
descend on Indianapolis next week, and all 
games over 19 days will be played in and 
around the city.

Players will have their own rooms and 
teams will have their own floors at designated 
hotels throughout their stay in Indiana. Play-
ers and coaches will be subject to frequent 
virus testing and contact tracing. To augment 
that effort, when they’re at practice and in 

games, players will wear devices that track 
their location and can keep track of people 
they’ve been in close proximity with — help-
ful if one of those close contacts tests positive.

Two weeks ago, the NCAA released its 
policy about how and when teams that make 
the tournament might be replaced if they’re 
struck by the virus. The bracket comes out 
during the usual reveal, on Sunday evening. 
After 6 p.m. Tuesday, teams that make the 
field cannot be replaced if they get sick, and 

their scheduled opponents would simply 
move on in the bracket.

But Gavitt acknowledged that as long as a 
team has five players, it can stick around for 
as long as it keeps winning.

“We decided if they had five players eligible 
and healthy,” they could play, he said. “We 
wrestled with contingencies, and thought it 
was fairest for a team that earned its way, 
that even if it was compromised, they should 
have the opportunity to play rather than be 

replaced.”
The task of constructing the bracket also 

has been greatly altered by the pandemic. 
Committee chairman Mitch Barnhart, the 
athletic director at Kentucky, said he was 
encouraged by the fact that all but six of the 
top 100 ranked teams had played at least 20 
games this season. But he also acknowledged 
that very few teams’ seasons have been “nor-
mal.”

Just one example: Michigan heads into the 
Big Ten Tournament as the regular-season 
champion despite having fewer wins than 
an Illinois team that played more games. 
Michigan didn’t play over a 22-day stretch in 
January and February.

“We’re looking at player availability,” 
Barnhart said. “We’re looking at who’s played 
games and missed games. We put another 
component on our monitoring sheet to take 
into account this unique circumstance.”

Even with all the uncertainty, undefeated 
Gonzaga all but assured itself of the overall 
top seed with its come-from-behind victory 
over BYU  in the West Coast Conference final 
Tuesday night.

Michigan, Baylor and Illinois appear to 
have the inside track on the other No. 1 seeds, 
while Duke and Kentucky head a longer-
than-usual list of blueblood programs that 
struggled this season and need to win their 
conference tournaments this week to make 
March Madness.

FILE - In this Monday, April 6, 2015, file photo, Duke players celebrate on the court after their 68-63 
victory over Wisconsin in the NCAA Final Four college basketball tournament championship game in 
Indianapolis. The NCAA announced Monday, Jan. 4, 2020, that this year’s 67 men’s basketball tour-
nament games including the Final Four will be played entirely in Indiana.(AP Photo/David J. Phillip, 
File)

JAMES 
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“There was nothing to lose going into it,” Miller said. 
“The idea was you didn’t want to get embarrassed and you 
wanted to compete. We did for a while. We just couldn’t 
trade punches with them. Our kids were hard-nosed kids, but 
you’re asking a lot to put a body on those guys.”

The Irish featured 6-foot-6 sophomores LeBron James and 
Travis Romeo, along with sophomore standouts Sian Cotton 
inside and Dru Joyce III outside and senior standout shoot-
ers Aly Samabaly and John Taylor.

“They’ve got LeBron, of course, and the others, who we 
quickly forget about,” Siefke said.

“In our game LeBron scored only 19 points, but he was 
never selfish and continues to be that way,” Miller said. “He 
made people around him better as a high school player and 
continues to do so.”

Samabaly scored a game-high 24 points against United, 
which included five three-pointers and a slam dunk.

“We were down 15-10 and had the ball,” Miller said. “We 
never really thought we were going to do this, but we were 
hanging around.”

The Irish shot 14-of-18 in the second quarter to pull away 
to a 59-22 halftime lead.

Miller had scouted the Irish and formulated a game plan to 
handle the relentless full-court press.

“We took a look at them and talked to people,” he said. 
“Jason Thompson (now United’s head coach) was our point 
guard and started three years. Early on we were able to break 
their pressure. It was the only thing we did well in that game.”

The Blue Devils were next in line two days later.
“We had to win a couple of games to get to that point,” 

Siefke said. “Both games were to people we lost to during the 
regular season (Crestview and East Palestine).”

The Blue Devils had little time to prepare for what awaited 
them.

“I remember looking at the film and having a hard time fig-
uring out how to prepare against that kind of size and speed,” 
Siefke said.

Game day arrived and it was no ordinary day.
“You try to get some semblance of routine, but there was 

nothing routine about it the whole day,” Siefke said. “Nothing 
routine about the opponent. Nothing routine about playing in 
front of that many people.”

Once again, fans packed Salem High School to catch a 
glimpse of LeBron James and the Irish.

“We walked in and got a standing ovation because we were 
the underdogs, like Hickory in Hoosiers,” Siefke said. “I told 
my wife, ’If we win, I could probably pick my job anywhere in 
Ohio.’”

The Blue Devils were impressed with the way United han-
dled the Irish press, so they prepared the same way.

“We get into the game and they slap on a press that we 
didn’t prepare for,” Siefke said. “They put the Travis kid on 
the ball at 6-6. All the press breakers we set up were guards 
throwing to guards. We had to adjust by letting Ben Dickey 
bring the ball onto the floor because he could see the floor.”

Lisbon took a 3-2 lead on a Lucian Smith three-pointer 
until the Irish went on a 32-1 run. 

“I burned all my timeouts in the first quarter,” Siefke said.
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary forced 20 turnovers in the first 

quarter and shot 16-of-23 from the field for a 39-6 lead  in the 
opening eight minutes.

The Irish led 76-25 early in the third quarter and settled for 
a 94-58 win.

“I talked to their coach, Keith Dambrot (now the head 
coach at Duquesne University), and thanked him for calling 
off the dogs when he did,” Siefke said. “The thing I remember 
from those years was how classy they were. They had a job to 
do and did it and didn’t rub your nose in it.”

Siefke was swarmed after the game by the most reporters 
he ever faced.

“They said, ‘What are your thoughts?” One, we got beat by 
40. I’ve never been part of any organization that got beat by 
40 in anything, playing or coaching.  Two, the team that just 
beat them by 40, they are over there getting their autographs. 
I don’t think they are feeling that bad.”

That set up the district final showdown between Akron St. 
Vincent-St. Mary and 22-0 Springfield Local.

Springfield had a team that was good enough to go to state 
any other year and always brought the largest crowds to 
Salem.

The game was moved to Beeghly Center at Youngstown 
State University. Springfield sold 3,500 tickets in advance 
and the game sold out beforehand for the Friday district final.

The game was another sellout with nearly 6,500 fans. Fans 
were lined up around Beeghly Center hours before tipoff and 
there were scalpers for a high school game.

You had to be there to believe it.
“Look at how fast YSU filled up,” Siefke said.
Springfield got in early foul trouble, but only trailed 31-27 

at halftime. James scored nine of his 14 points in the third 
quarter to give the Irish a 49-33 lead heading into the fourth 
quarter. Springfield had 20 turnovers to only six for Akron St. 
Vincent-St. Mary.

“Have we seen that kind of dominance statewide since?” 
Siefke said. “I don’t think. You think about this COVID year 
with limited attendance, it’s just crazy how many people were 
at that game.”

Less than a year later, James was featured on the first of 
his 25 first Sports Illustrated covers.  “The Chosen One” and 
his legend were going to the next level.

Today’s high school players weren’t born yet and probably 
find it hard to believe what happened. All they have to do is 
ask someone who was at the unforgettable 2001 Salem bas-
ketball tournament.

“Every once in a while, someone will say they remember 
that,” Miller said.

“My son (Trevor) is 15 and I don’t think we watched that 
game until about five years ago, for whatever reason,” Siefke 
said. “He said, ‘Boy, you weren’t a very good coach. They’re 
taking it to you.’”

Saturday, March 3, 2001
Sectional Final

at Cabas Gymnasium
UNITED:                 10-12-11- 9 —42
AKRON ST. V-M:   25-34-22-18—99
UNITED SCORING: Mike Dinsio 3-0-8, Nick Schneider 0-0-0, Jason 

Thompson 7-2-22, Tom Bernet 0-1-1, Devan Peters 1-1-3, Chad Weber 1-2-
4, Shane Taylor 1-0-2, Luke Ray 1-0-2, Andy Miller 0-0-0, Jordan Phillips 
0-0-0, Jim Willison 0-0-0, Travis Wallace 0-0-0, Grant Cope 0-0-0, Jason 
Sidwell 0-0-0, Mitch Phillis 0-0-0. TEAM TOTALS: 14-45, 6-11: 42.

AKRON ST. VINCENT-ST. MARY SCORING: Aly Samabaly 9-1-24, Dru 
Joyce 2-0-5, LeBron James 9-1-19, John Taylor 5-0-13, Sian Cotton 1-0-2, 
Romeo Travis 7-3-17, Willie McGee 0-0-0, William McWain 2-0-5, Jeremy 
Johnson 1-0-2, Jamie Cavileer 0-0-0, Carlos Mays 1-1-3, Brandon Weems 
1-0-3, Lee Cotton 1-0-3, Preston Sims 0-1-1, Josh Cavileer 1-0-2. TEAM TO-
TALS: 40-67, 7-11: 99.

Three-point goals: United 8-15 (Thompson 6, Dinsio 2), Akron St. Vin-
cent-St. Mary 12-22 (Samabaly 5, Taylor 3, Joyce, McWain, Weems, L. 
Cotton).

———
Monday, March 5, 2001

District Semifinal
at Cabas Gymansium

AKRON ST. V-M: 39-28-17-10—94
LISBON:                6-19-15-18—58
AKRON ST. VINCENT-ST. MARY SCORING: Aly Samabaly 8-1-20, Dru 

Joyce 4-0-11, LeBron James 13-4-31, John Taylor 0-0-0, Sian Cotton 2-0-4, 
Romeo Travis 7-1-15, William McWain 0-0-0, Willie McGee 2-0-4, Jeremy 
Johnson 2-0-4, Jamie Cavileer 0-0-0, Carlos Mays 0-0-0, Lee Cotton 1-0-2, 
Brandon  Weems 1-0-3, Preston Sims 0-0-0, Josh Cavileer 0-0-0. TEAM 
TOTALS: 40-71, 6-10: 94.

LISBON SCORING: Gregg Brown 3-3-10, Matt Adams 2-0-5, Lucian 
Smith 1-0-3, Adam Geer 2-1-7, Ben Dickey 6-2-15, Bob Thompson 0-0-0, 
Kyle Flory 3-2-11, Andy Sell 2-0-4, Adam Arter 0-0-0, Matt Feaster 1-0-2, 
Steven Adams 0-0-0, Jay Yorty 0-1-1, Nick Schnader 0-0-0. TEAM TOTALS: 
20-52, 9-14: 58.

Three-point goals: Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary 8-19 (Samabaly 3, Joyce 3, 
James), Lisbon 9-21 (Flory 3, Geer 2, Brown, Dickey, Smith, Adams).

Friday, March 9, 2001
District Final

at Beeghly Center
SPRINGFIELD:      8-9-16-3—36
AKRON ST. V-M:  22-9-18-14—63
SPRINGFIELD SCORING: Jim Schuler 7-0-16, Ben Haug 2-0-5, Isaac 

Smoko 1-3-5, Pat Birch 0-0-4, David Rispinto 3-0-6, Matt Walker 0-0-0, 
Dan Schuler 0-2-2. TEAM TOTALS: 13-40, 5-14: 36.

AKRON ST. VINCENT-ST. MARY SCORING: Aly Samabaly 5-7-18, Sian 
Cotton 1-0-2, LeBron James 6-1-14, Dru Joyce 3-1-9, John Taylor 1-4-6, 
Romeo Travis 3-4-10, William McWain 0-0-0, Willie McGee 0-0-0, Jeremy 
Johnso 1-0-2, Jamie Cavileer 0-1-1, Carlos Mays 0-0-0, Brandon Weems 
0-0-0, Lee Cotton 0-1-1, Preston Sims 0-0-0, Josh Cavileer 0-0-0. TEAM 
TOTALS: 20-46, 19-31: 63.

Three-point goals: Springfield 5-23 (Rispinto 2, J. Schuler 2, Haug), 
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary 4-12 (Joyce 2, Samabaly, James).

NCAA Tournament teams only need five players 
4NCAA BASKETBALL

bad years for the Cavs and he finally made 
it to the NBA Finals as LeBron James led 
Cleveland to its first appearance in 2007.

James expressed his condolences in a 
Twitter posting.

“Rest In Paradise my friend!!” James 
wrote. “You’ll be extremely missed here!”

Tait did radio and TV play-by-play for 
the Cleveland Indians for 16 seasons. He 
also called games for the WNBA’s Cleveland 
Rockers, Cleveland Crusaders hockey and 
Mount Union football.

He always said he got the most joy from 
calling Mount Union football games on the 

television broadcasts.
Tait began his relationship with the Purple 

Raiders in 1985 when then Director of Public 
Information Harry Paidas asked him to join 
him for a television broadcast of a Mount 
Union football game. That began a 30-year 
run of Tait doing numerous Mount Union 
football games until Tait retired from the 
booth in 2015.

In 2012, the Ohio Athletic Conference 
honored Tait with the Bill Nichols Award for 
service to the conference and in 2015 Mount 
Union renamed the television booth at 
Mount Union Stadium the Joe Tait Broadcast 

Booth.
Tait also gave of his time to Mount Union 

teaching classes and was a member of the 
Board of Trustees.

“Joe’s value to Mount Union is immeasur-
able,” Paidas said. “He was professional in 
every sense of the word and Mount Union 
has lost a friend in Joe Tait but the memories 
he provided are everlasting.”

“To say it was a privilege to know and work 
with Joe is the greatest understatement of my 
life,” commented Dean Marini, who has di-
rected all of Mount Union’s television broad-
casts since 1985.

Among Tait’s more memorable calls was 
the Cavs’ “Miracle in Richfield” run in the 
1975-76 playoffs, when Cleveland rallied to 
knock off Washington. He also handled Len 
Barker’s perfect game in 1981.

“Thank you, Joe, for the decades of joy you 
have brought Cleveland sports fans,” the In-
dians said in a posting.

Tait was born in Evanston, Illinois. He 
began his radio career at Monmouth College 
(Illinois) before graduating in 1959. He had 
planned to be a writer, but changed his career 
course after a professor sent him to record a 
basketball game and heard his call.

Gassman named to All-OAC 
ALLIANCE – Mount Union senior forward Bri Gassman has been named to the All-Ohio 
Athletic Conference women’s basketball team.
Gassman, a former Minerva High School standout, earned second-team honors after 
guiding the Purple Raiders to a 9-5 record.
She started and played in 12 of the Raiders’ 14 contests, averaging 8.2 points per game 
with a career-high 18 coming in a win against Marietta. She had 17 steals and 7 blocks 
on the season to help lead the Raiders to the OAC semifinal game.

Kansas fires AD Long
Kansas has fired athletic director Jeff Long less than two days after mutually parting 
with Les Miles amid sexual misconduct allegations dating to the football coach’s time 
at LSU, a person familiar with the decision told The Associated Press on Wednesday.

Christian Switzer is home
CLEVELAND (AP) — Cleveland Browns wide receiver Ryan Switzer says his 9-month-old 
son, Christian, is home from the hospital after undergoing surgery to stop bleeding.
Switzer posted a short video and message Wednesday on Twitter showing his son play-
ing with toys on the floor following his health scare. He said Christian was discharged 
on Tuesday evening.
Switzer had asked for prayers and provided updates about his son over the weekend. 
He said the family didn’t get any “clear answers” on why his son woke up in his own 
blood and then had additional bleeding spells. Christian, who had tested positive for 
COVID-19, had surgery on Sunday.
“To see him sleep through the night with no bleeding and wake up in a playful mood 
this morning means our prayers are being answered,” Switzer wrote. “Thank you all.”
The 26-year-old Switzer spent last season on Cleveland’s practice squad. 


