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SECTIONAL GYMNASTICS

County stars to square off
Johnson, Yu, Thomas, Heppner ready to make runs

Brian Dulik 
The Gazette 

The Greater Cleveland Conference and 
North East Gymnastics Conference gym-
nasts of the year will go head to head for the 
first time this winter. 

Their competition includes the reigning 
state all-around, balance beam, floor exercise 
and uneven parallel bars champion, plus her 
teammates on the state runner-up squad. 

Yes, the Summit County Fairgrounds Sec-
tional is loaded with elite talent and the 
marquee meet takes place Monday. 

Medina sophomore Colleen Johnson 
— the GCC all-around champion — and 
Wadsworth junior Jensen Heppner, who 
swept the titles at the NEGC Winter Classic, 
seek to continue their outstanding seasons 
against a field topped by five-time state 

champion Jordyn Thomas of Brunswick. 
The top 12 finishers in each event, along 

with the top four teams, will advance to the 
Mentor District as they make their initial 
stop on the way to the state meet. 

“Ultimately, that’s what it’s all about, but 
you can’t qualify for state if you don’t per-
form at a high level at sectionals and dis-
tricts,” Bees coach Darcy Ranallo said. “The 
competition is so strong in our area of the 

state, one mistake could cost a gymnast and 
their team everything.” 

Johnson won four events at the GCC 
Meet, Medina sophomore Maddy Todor-
ovich claimed one crown and Thomas was 
second in the all-around, floor and vault. 
Medina and Brunswick shared the overall 
league title after the latter claimed the GCC 
Meet by a mere 0.25 points. 

The local powers both qualified for the 
state team meet in 2020, with the Blue Dev-
ils placing second and the Bees ninth at Hil-
liard Bradley. 

Thomas’ health could be a major sto-
ryline this postseason as she continues to 
battle back pain, along with the sectional 
site shift from West Geauga to the much 
larger Summit County Fairgrounds Arena. 

Yu Heppner

See SECTIONALS, C3

WRESTLING: AURORA 38, HIGHLAND 33; 
MASSILLON PERRY 40, HIGHLAND 21

RON SCHWANE / GAZETTE

Highland’s Lukas Stiles turns Massillon Perry’s Gavin Turner on his way to a pin at 182 pounds. 

Timely conclusion
Hornets face stellar competition with sectionals on tap

Brad Bournival
The Gazette

AURORA — The final scores say 
Highland lost to Aurora 38-33 and 
Massillon Perry 40-21 on Thurs-
day, but those who follow wres-
tling know the sport is about what 
happens at the end.

While other programs are tak-
ing time off to get ready for sec-
tionals in 15 days, the Hornets 
(25-7) were facing some of the 
best wrestlers in the state.

“That’s why we scheduled this,” 

Highland coach Tim Maxworthy 
said. “We did not look the best we 
could have tonight after coming 
off two pretty convincing wins 
(over Stow and Midview), but I 

think it’s a whole heck of a lot bet-
ter to build off a tough loss than it 
is a convincing win. This prepares 
us better for the postseason. We 
have good film we can watch. We 
have ways to adjust and move on.”

The fact the Horneets lost to the 
Greenmen (12-7) by five points 
despite giving up 12 points to for-
feits and with Corey Haney and 
Joey Scally still out of the lineup 
says a lot.

Creed Hill (138 pounds), James 
Scavuzzo (145), William Scavuzzo 

(160) and Lukas Stiles (182) were 
the only double winners, but that 
was immaterial as well.

The night was about facing Perry 
(15-6) and Aurora and getting bet-
ter just before the postseason.

The Greenmen came in 
projected to finish third in 
Division II and had nine ranked 
wrestlers. Two of those are pro-
jected to make the state finals, 
with Dylan Fishback (195) slated 
as a state champion.

Hill Maxworthy

See HORNETS, C3

STATE WRESTLING

Darby, Marengo Highland, Marion Harding to host
Brad Bournival

The Gazette

High school wrestling finally has a 
few homes.

That word came down Thursday 
in an email to athletic directors and 
wrestling coaches from Tyler Brooks, 
the Ohio High School Athletic Asso-
ciation officiating and sport manage-
ment director.

Hilliard Darby High School will 
host Division I, Marengo Highland 
will handle D-II and Marion Harding 
will entertain D-III on March 13-14.

“It’s nice to finally have dates for 
the tournament so we can get the 
small things out of the way, like our 
hotel and final preparations,” Medina 
coach Chad Gilmore said. “It’s going 

to be strange being in the gym. It will 
take away some of the electric feel 
of the state tournament. I think kids 
really love being in that Schotten-
stein Center, but a year ago we were 
praying that we could have the state 
tournament one way or another.”

All tournaments will follow the 
same schedule, which is tentatively 
set to follow the district tournament 
format, where two championship and 
two consolation rounds are wrestled. 
That schedule will be announced at 
a later date.

“The most important thing we 

are doing is giving our student-ath-
letes a chance to compete,” OHSAA 
Executive Director Doug Ute said 
in an email. “Our member schools 
and other tournament sites are to 
be commended for doing everything 
they can to provide these opportu-
nities during the (coronavirus) pan-
demic.”

It’s the 18th time in 83 years the 
state tournaments will be held in 
high schools and the first since 1958 
(Lakewood High).

“I’m thankful for Marengo High-
land to step up and give D-II a place 

to wrestle our state tournament,” 
Buckeye coach Mike Tecco said. “It 
definitely helps knowing where we 
are wrestling so we can make arrange-
ments. I feel bad for the seniors who 
will not get to experience the specta-
cle of state being in Columbus at the 
arena, but I’m happy they will get to 
wrestle the state tournament.”

There will be no public ticket sales. 
Tickets will be distributed only to 
qualifying wrestlers through school 
athletic directors.

Gilmore Tecco

Rick NolaNd

COMMENTARY

Today’s kids 
are awesome 
with the media
Way, wayyyyy back in the day, when I 

was a strapping 5-foot-11, 
145-pound senior attempting to play 

point guard for the mighty 1978-79 Akron 
North Vikings, I can only imagine what would 
have transpired had I ever been interviewed.

It could have happened.
No, really, it could have.
I mean, in our season opener at Norton, 

my mouth seemingly stuffed full of cotton, I 
was so nervous, I took a beautiful pass from 
Tony Harvey and soared — the word “soared” 
is used very loosely here — in for a layup for 
the first points of the game.

The next time down the court, I hit one of my 
patented 18-foot jumpers — the 3-point line 
didn’t exist, so there was no 
sense shooting a 20-footer — 
to make it 4-0. Actually, it was 
more like a set shot, but you 
get the picture (which included 
very short shorts and socks 
pulled up to the knees).

At this point, the game was 
just two minutes old. Always 
pretty good at the kind of math 
that didn’t involve letters or 
parentheses, I quickly com-
puted that at my present rate, 
I would have 16 points at the 
end of the first quarter. Sixteen 
points times four quarters and 
I would finish with 64!

Four minutes into the game 
I still had four points, but 
potential glory remained a distinct possibil-
ity, at least in my naive 17-year-old mind. I 
mean, a point a minute would give me 32 for 
the night, right?

At the end of the first period I had — you 
guessed it — four points, but, hey, 16 points 
for a kid who played almost entirely junior 
varsity ball as an 11th-grader would still be a 
solid varsity debut.

Halftime? Yep, still four points.
Long story short, I ended with eight as the 

Vikings fell to the Panthers 77-74.
Alas, that would be my career high. I never 

remotely approached a triple-double, like 
Medina’s Corey Tripp did with 35 points, 12 
rebounds and nine assists Wednesday against 
Brunswick, but I became the master of the 
triple-halfle — five points, five assists, five 
turnovers.

Alas, I was never interviewed, though 
future Gazette co-worker Larry Pantages 
covered the Norton game that night for the 
Akron Beacon Journal.

See NOLAND, C4

Tripp

Barnett

See STATE, C3
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Transactions
BASEBALL

Major League Baseball
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to 
terms with RHPs Ryan Burr, Tayron 
Guerrero, Alex McRae, Felix Paulino, 
Connor Sadzeck and Mike Wright, 
LHPs Jacob Lindgren, Kodi Medeiros 
and Matt Tomshaw, C Jonathan 
Lucroy, INFs Tim Beckham, Marco 
Hernandez and Matt Reynolds and 
OF Nick William on minor-league 
contracts.

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Agreed to 
terms with INF Phil Gosselin, OF Jon 
Jay and OF Juan Lagares on minor 
league contracts.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Claimed 
RHP Joel Payamps off waivers from 
Boston. Designated RHP Shun 
Yamaguchi for assignment. Agreed 
to terms with RHP David Phelps on 
a one-year contract. Designated OF 
Derek Fisher for assignment.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS — Agreed to terms 

with RHP Shane Carle on a minor 
league contract.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Agreed 
to terms with RHP Walker Buehler on 
a two-year contract. Agreed to terms 
with Trevor Bauer on a three-year 
contract. Designated Josh Sborz for 
assignment.

NEW YORK METS — Agreed to terms 
with INF Jonathan Villar on a one-year 
contract. Designated RHP Brad Brach 

for assignment.
PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Agreed to 

terms with C Tony Wolters and OF 
Brian Goodwin on a minor league 
contracts.

FOOTBALL
National Football League
DETROIT LIONS — Signed TE Alize 

Mack to a reserve/futures contract.
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Named 

Charlie Strong assistant head coach/
inside linebacker coach, Darrel Bevell 
offensive coach, Joe Cullen defensive 
coach, Brian Schneider special teams 
coordinator, Brian Schottenheimer 
quarterback coach/passing game 
coordinator, Tyler Bowen tight-end 
coach, Sanjay Lal wide receiver 
coach, Bernie Parmalee running back 
coach, George Warhop offensive line 
coach, Todd Washington assistant 
offensive line coach, Quinton Ganther 
offensive quality control coach, Will 
Harriger offensive assistant coach, 
Carlos Polk special team assistant 
coach, Chris Ash safeties coach, 
Tim Walton cornerback coach, Joe 
Danna nickelback coach, Tosh Lupoi 
defensive line coach, Sterling Lucan 
assistant defensive line coach, Zach 
Orr outside linebacker coach, Tony 
Gilbert assistant linebacker coach, 
Patrick Reilly defensive quality control 
coach and Bob Sutton senior defen-
sive assistant coach.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Named 
Derrick Ansley secondary coach, Tom 
Donatell assistant secondary coach, 
Shaun Sarrett assistant offensive 
line coach, Giff Smith defensive line 
coach, Chris Beatty wide receivers 
coach, Derrick Foster running back 
coach, Dan Shamash offensive 
assistant coach, John Timu Alex 
G. Spanos coaching fellow, Mayur 
Chaudhari assistant special teams 
coach, Kevin Koger tight end coach, 
Isaac Shewmaker defensive quality 
control coach, Chandler Whitmer 
offensive quality control coach, Shane 
Day passing game coordinator/quar-
terback coach, Jay Rodgers running 
back coordinator/outside linebacker 
coach, Frank Smith run game coordi-
nator/offensive line coach and Michael 
Wilhoite linebacker coach.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Named Karl 
Scott defensive back coach and Paul 
Guenther senior defensive assistant.

NEW YORK JETS — Named Tony Oden 
cornerback coach, Marquand Manuel 
safeties coach, Mike Rutennberg 
linebacker coach, Jake Moreland 
assistant offensive line coach, Michael 
Ghobrial special teams assistant 
coach and retained Brant Boyer as 
special teams coordinator.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Named 
Butch Barry assistant offensive line 
coach, James Bettcher senior defen-
sive assistant/run game specialist, 
Chris Foerster changed to offensive 
line coach, Leonard Hankerson 
offensive quality control coach, 
Matthew Harper assistant special 
teams coach, Andrew Hayes-Stoker 
defensive quality control coach, 
Johnny Holland changed to line-
backer coach, Klay Kubiak defensive 
quality control coach, August Mangin 
special teams quality control coach, 
Rich Scangarello quarterback coach, 
Bobby Slowik changed to offensive 
passing game specialist, Darryl Tapp 
assistant defensive line coach and 
Cory Undlin defensive pass game 
specialist/secondary coach. Signed 
S Kai Nacua to a one-year contract 
extension.

Canadian Football League
MONTREAL ALOUETTES — Signed 

WR Natey Adjei.
HAMILTON TIGER-CATS — Signed RB 

Byron Marshall, DE Malik Carney and 
LB Patrick Nelson.

SASKATCHEWAN ROUGHRIDERS — 
Signed DB Damon Webb.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Announced the 
termination of the contract for Steve 
Sullivan assistant general manager 
and executive vice president of hock-
ey operations.

BUFFALO SABRES — Reassigned F 
C.J. Smith from Rochester AHL to 
minor league taxi squad and G Dustin 
Tokarski to Rochester AHL.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

AUSTIN FC — Signed MF Tomas 
Pochettino to a designated player 
DP contract from Argentina’s Club 
Atletico.

DALLAS STARS — Recalled Fs Ty 
Dellandrea and Nick Caamano from 
the taxi squad. Activated D Andrej 
Sekera from the non-roster/COVID 
list. Loaned D Taylor Fedun to the taxi 
squad. Placed F Alexander Radulov 
on injured reserve retroactive to 
Feb. 4.

DC UNITED — Named Mateus Manoel 
head of performance.

HOUSTON DYNAMO — Signed D 
Maynor Figueroa to a one-year con-
tract.

INTER MIAMI CF — Named Mark 
Prizant director of scouting and Sam 
Gregory director of analytics.

LOUDON UNITED FC — Signed F 
Samson Sergi, D Wahab Ackwei 
and G Keegan Meyer. Acquired 
D Gaoussou Samake from ASEC 
Mimosas pending league and federa-
tion approval.

United Soccer League
LA GALAXY II — Signed MF Taylor 

Davila.

COLLEGE
UTRGV — Named Jai Steadman as 

interim head basketball coach.
WISCONSIN UNIVERSITY — Named 

Hank Poteat football cornerback 
coach.

AMERICA’S LINE
NBA

Favorite  Points  O/U  Underdog
HORNETS 5.5 NL T’Wolves
WIZARDS   PK    NL    Knicks
HAWKS   2   228.5   Spurs
CELTICS   PPD    NL    Raptors
MAVERICKS   2   233.5   Pelicans
Clippers   6.5   227.5   BULLS
JAZZ   1   232.5   Bucks
NUGGETS   9.5    NL    Thunder
KINGS   4.5    NL    Magic
LAKERS   10    NL    Grizzlies
BLAZERS   4.5   221.5   Cavaliers
CELTICS   9.5    NL    Pistons

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Favorite   Points  Underdog
Illinois-Chi   PK   IUPUI
QUINNIPIAC   3   Canisius
YOUNGSTOWN ST   5   Ipfw
No Kentucky   1.5  WISC-GBAY
IONA   6   Manhattan
MARSHALL   17.5  Middle Tenn St
CAL-DAVIS   7.5   Long Beach St
UCF   6   Tulane
UTSA   4.5   Fla Atlantic
Oakland   1.5   ROBT MORRIS
WRIGHT STATE   17.5  Wisconsin-Milw

CS-Fullerton   4.5   CAL-POLY SLO
CAL-RIVERSIDE   PK   Cal-Irvine
Akron   4.5   MIAMI-OHIO
VIRGINIA COMM   3   St. Bona
CS-BAKERSFIELD  9   San Diego
LOUISIANA TECH  2   Uab
W ILLINOIS   7   Denver
N TEXAS   8.5  Southern Miss
W KENTUCKY   11.5   Rice
UMKC   6.5  Nebraska-Omaha
UTAH VALLEY   9.5   Dixie State
Ark-L Rock   2   ARKANSAS ST
CLEMSON   4.5   Georgia Tech
ILLINOIS   15   Nebraska
CLEVELAND ST   3.5   Detroit
UTEP   8   Florida Int’l
New Mexico State   6.5   SEATTLE
CAL-BAPTIST   PPD   UT-Rio Grande
Cal-Santa Barb  6   HAWAII
CINCINNATI   6.5   Temple
MURRAY STATE   12.5  SE Missouri St

NHL
Favorite   Odds   O/U   Underdog
Bruins   -$160/+$140  5.5   RANGERS
Blues   -$130/+$110  5.5   COYOTES

GOLF
PGA Pebble Beach 
Pro-Am 

At Pebble Beach Golf Links
Pebble Beach, Calif.

Purse: $7.8 million
Pebble Beach Course
Yardage: 6,958; Par: 71
Spyglass Hill Course

Yardage: 6,858; Par: 72

FIRST ROUND
Patrick Cantlay  29-33—62  -10
Akay Bhatia  31-33—64   -8
Henrik Norlander  32-32—64   -8
Nate Laley       30-35—65   -7
Jordan Spieth  34-31—65   -7
Mark Hubbard  31-35—66   -6
Russell Knox  31-35—66   -6
Will Gordon  34-32—66   -6
Brian Stuard  32-34—66   -6
Tom Lewis  33-33—66   -6
Cameron Tringale  33-34—67   -5
Brian Harman  32-35—67   -5
Matt Jones  32-35—67   -5
Cameron Percy  33-34—67   -5
Michael Thompson  35-32—67   -5
Hunter Mahan  34-33—67   -5
Tom Hoge  34-33—67   -5
Vaughn Taylor  34-33—67   -5
Tim Wilkinson  33-34—67   -5
Daniel Berger  32-35—67   -5
Brandon Hagy  34-33—67   -5

LOCAL SCHEDULE
Today

NBA
Cleveland at Portland, 10 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Medina at Strongsville, 6 p.m. 
Brunswick at Euclid, 7 p.m. 
Holy Name at Buckeye
Great Lakes Conference Tournament 

quarterfinals, 7 p.m. 
Streetsboro at Cloverleaf, 7 p.m. 
Copley at Highland, 7:30 p.m.
Twinsburg at Wadsworth, 7:30 p.m. 

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cloverleaf at Woodridge, 7 p.m.

WRESTLING
Brunswick at Norwayne, 6 p.m.

BOYS BOWLING
Brunswick/Buckeye/Highland/Medina at 

Stonehedge Summit County Division I 
Sectional Stonehedge Entertainment, 
10 a.m. 

Wadsworth at Stonehedge Stark County 
Division I Sectional Stonehedge 
Lanes, 10 a.m.

BOYS/GIRLS SWIMMING
Cloverleaf at Akron/Wooster Division II 

Sectional at Wooster, 11 a.m.

BASKETBALL
NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

  W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 18 7 .720 —
Brooklyn 15 12 .556 4
Boston 13 11 .542 4½
Toronto 12 14 .462 6½
New York 11 15 .423 7½

Southeast Division
  W L Pct GB
Charlotte 12 14 .462 —
Atlanta 11 13 .458 —
Miami 11 14 .440 ½
Orlando 9 16 .360 2½
Washington 6 16 .273 4

Central Division
  W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 16 9 .640 —
Indiana 13 13 .500 3½
Chicago 10 14 .417 5½
Cleveland 10 16 .385 6½
Detroit 6 19 .240 10

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

  W L Pct GB
San Antonio 14 11 .560 —
Memphis 10 10 .500 1½
Dallas 12 14 .462 2½
New Orleans 11 13 .458 2½
Houston 11 14 .440 3

Northwest Division
  W L Pct GB
Utah 20 5 .800 —
Portland 13 10 .565 6
Denver 13 11 .542 6½
Oklahoma City 10 14 .417 9½
Minnesota 6 19 .240 14

Pacific Division
  W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 20 6 .769 —
L.A. Clippers 18 8 .692 2
Phoenix 15 9 .625 4
Golden State 13 12 .520 6½
Sacramento 12 12 .500 7

Thursday’s games
Boston 120, Toronto 106
Miami 101, Houston 94
Indiana 111, Detroit 95
Orlando at Golden State, late
Philadelphia at Portland, late

Today’s games
Detroit at Boston, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
New York at Washington, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Milwaukee at Utah, 9 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Denver, 9 p.m.
Cleveland at Portland, 10 p.m.
Memphis at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.
Orlando at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

ROUNDUP

   From wire reports
Ben Gamel is being given a shot 

to win one of the Indians’ open 
outfield jobs.

Cleveland and Gamel agreed to a 
minor league contract on Thursday, 
and he was invited to big league 
spring training camp. The 27-year-
old has played 442 major league 
games for the Yankees, Mariners 
and Brewers.

Gamel’s agree-
ment came a week 
after the Indians 
gave former Min-
nesota slugger 
Eddie Rosario 
to an $8 million, 
one-year contract. 
Rosario will get 
one of Cleveland’s starting outfield 
spots, but the other two appear up 
for grabs.

Gamel spent the past two sea-
sons with Milwaukee. Last year he 
batted .237 with three homers and 
10 RBIs in 40 games. He had his 
best season with Seattle in 2017, 
when he hit .275 with 11 homers 
and drove in 59 runs.

Gamel will compete in Arizona 
with Jake Bauers, Oscar Mercado, 
Bradley Zimmer, Daniel Johnson, 
Jordan Luplow and Josh Naylor for 
a roster spot as the Indians look to 
improve an outfield that has been 
woefully unproductive in recent 
years.
l The Dodgers finalized a three-year 

deal with NL Cy Young Award winner 
Trevor Bauer. The ex-Indian was 
introduced Thursday during an on-field 
news conference at Dodger Stadium.
l The major league season is 

scheduled to start April 1 with the 
Yankees hosting Toronto at  1:05 p.m. 
and Detroit hosting Cleveland at 1:10 
p.m, part of an opening-day schedule 
of 15 games. Major League Baseball 
announced its initial 2021 schedule last 
July 9 and updated it Thursday with 
game times. The schedule envisions 
every team playing its first game on the 
same day for the first time since 1968. 
l The Colorado Rockies agreed 

to a minor league contract with first 
baseman Greg Bird that includes and 
invite to major league spring training.
l Seven Negro Leagues have 

been recommended for major league 
status by a task force of the Society 
for American Baseball Research. The 
announcement followed Major League 
Baseball’s decision Dec. 16 that it was 
reclassifying the Negro Leagues to 
majors. 
l The Cubs added another outfielder, 

agreeing to a $1.5 million, one-year 
contract with Jake Marisnick, people 
familiar with the situation told The 
Associated Press.
l Infielder Jonathan Villar and the 

Mets finalized a $3.55 million, one-
year contract. Villar, who turns 30 
on May 2, adds infield depth behind 
new shortstop Francisco Lindor and 
second baseman Jeff McNeil.
l Catcher Bryan Holaday agreed to a 

minor league contract with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks and will report to major 
league spring training.
l The Pirates signed veteran catcher 

Tony Wolters and veteran outfielder 
Brian Goodwin to minor league 
deals that include invitations to spring 
training.
l Walker Buehler and the Dodgers 

avoided a salary arbitration hearing, 
agreeing to an $8 million, two-year 
contract that would escalate to more 
than $12.12 million if he starts regularly 
this year and wins a Cy Young Award.
l Right-hander David Phelps and 

the Jays agreed to a $1.75 million, one-
year contract a person familiar with the 
negotiations told the AP.

Olympics

Report: Mori resigning
The long saga of Yoshiro Mori 

appears to be near the end. Japan’s 
Kyodo news agency and others 
reported — citing unnamed sources 
“familiar with the matter” — that 
Yoshiro Mori will step down today as 

the president of the Tokyo Olympic 
organizing committee. The move 
follows his sexist comments about 
women more than a week ago, and 
an ensuing and rare public debate in 
Japan about gender equality. They also 
come just over five months before the 
Olympics are to open.

Golf

Cantlay sets record at Pebble
Coming off a 61 in the California 

desert followed by at two-week break, 
Patrick Cantlay opened with seven 
birdies in eight holes and closed with 
two straight birdies for a 10-under 62. 
That tied the course record at Pebble 
Beach last matched 24 years ago 
by David Duval, and it gave Cantlay 
a two-shot lead in the AT&T Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am. Henrik Norlander and 
19-year-old Akshay Bhatia were at 64.

Motorsports

Almirola wins first qualifier
Aric Almirola won the first Daytona 500 

qualifying race to put a Ford from flagship 
Stewart-Haas Racing in the second row 
of NASCAR’s season-opening event. 
Almirola held off a charge from Joey 
Logano, who pulled alongside Almirola 
on the final lap of the first 150-mile race 
at Daytona International Speedway. 
Christopher Bell waffled briefly on 
which driver he wanted to push and 
first seemed to choose Logano before 
dipping down behind Almirola. the 
second qualifier was delayed by rain.
l Formula One teams gave their 

approval to testing out a different 
qualifying format at some races 
this year and also agreed to freeze 
engine development from the start of 
2022. Governing body FIA said an F1 
commission meeting was held online 
looking at ways of making the current 
race weekend format more exciting 
for fans. One idea is to have shorter 
sprint races held on Saturdays to define 
the grid for Sunday’s race, potentially 
earning drivers extra points in addition 
to those available on race day.
l Formula One driver Fernando 

Alonso is recovering from a cycling 
accident in Switzerland, his team Alpine 
F1 said.Alpine said Alonso was involved 
in a road accident but did not give 
further details.
l IndyCar veteran Charlie Kimball 

will return to the series for two races 
in May with AJ Foyt Racing, the team 
announced. The 35-year-old Californian 
will try to qualify for the Indy Grand 
Prix on May 15 on Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway’s road course and the 
Indianapolis 500 on May 30.

Tennis

Sabalenka advances
Aryna Sabalenka matched her best 

Grand Slam showing by advancing 
to a possible fourth-round showdown 
against Serena Williams at the 
Australian Open. The No. 7-seeded 
Sabalenka beat American Ann Li 6-3, 
6-1 in front of a small morning crowd in 
Rod Laver Arena.

Basketball

Raptors staying in Tampa
The Toronto Raptors aren’t going 

back to Toronto this season. Ongoing 
challenges related to the coronavirus 
pandemic and how that affects the 
process of crossing the border between 
the U.S. and Canada will keep the 
Raptors in their adopted Tampa, Fla., 
home for the remainder of the regular 
season, the team said.
l Atlanta Hawks guard Trae Young 

was fined $20,000 by the NBA for 
directing inappropriate language toward 
a game official. The incident occurred 
Wednesday after Young was knocked 
down setting a screen on the final play 
in the Hawks’ loss at Dallas.
l NBA scoring leader Bradley Beal 

will be held out of a game for rest 
for the first time this season, sitting 
out tonight’s Washington’s matchup 
with the Knicks. Beal is averaging 
32.8 points and 35.3 minutes per 
game for Washington (6-16), which is 
among the league’s worst teams. The 
Wizards’ ongoing struggles have fueled 
persistent rumors that Beal will be 
traded.

Tribe signs OF Gamel
to minor league deal

TV/RADIO
Basketball
College women: Saint Joseph’s at Fordham Noon NBCSN
NBAGL: G League Ignite vs. Oklahoma City, 3 p.m. ESPNU 
from Orlando, Fla.
College women: Connecticut at Georgetown 6 p.m. NBCSN
College women: Washington 7 p.m. PAC-12 
at Arizona State
High school boys: Vermilion 7 p.m. WEOL 
at Sandusky Perkins                         930-AM and 100.3-FM
College men: St. Bonaventure  7 p.m. ESPN2 
at Virginia Commonwealth
College men: Akron at Miami Ohio 7 p.m. ESPNU
NBA: New Orleans at Dallas 7:45 p.m. ESPN
College men: Georgia Tech at Clemson 8 p.m. ACC
College men: Western Michigan at Buffalo 8 p.m. CBSSN
College men: Illinois at Nebraska 9 p.m. BTN
College men: Detroit Mercy  9 p.m. ESPNU 
at Cleveland State 
College women: Washington State  9 p.m. PAC-12 
at Arizona
NBA: Cleveland at Portland 10 p.m. FSO 
          WTAM 1100-AM, WMMS 100.7-FM, WNZN 89.1-FM 
            joined progress on WEOL 930-AM and 100.3-FM
NBA: Memphis at LA Lakers 10:05 p.m. ESPN

Biathlon
IBU: World Championships,  11 a.m. NBCSN 
from Pokljuka, Slovenia taped

Football
College: Pro Day Special, Trevor Lawrence,  10 a.m. ACC 
Pickens County, South Carolina
College: Pro Day Special, Trevor Lawrence,  10 a.m. ESPN2 
Pickens County, South Carolina
College: Pro Day Special, Trevor Lawrence,  10 p.m. NFL 
Pickens County, South Carolina

Golf
PGA: The AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, 3 p.m. GOLF 
second round, from Pebble Beach, Calif.

Gymnastics
College women: Alabama at Georgia 6p.m. SEC
College women: Florida at Louisiana State 7:30 p.m. SEC
College women: Auburn at Missouri 9 p.m. SEC

Hockey
NHL: Boston at NY Rangers 7 p.m. NHL 
College: Minnesota at Notre Dame 7:30 p.m. NBCSN

Motorsports
NASCAR Trucks: Qualifying,  3 p.m. FS1 
from Daytona Beach, Fla.
NASCAR Xfinity: Practice,  4:30 p.m. FS1 
from Daytona Beach, Fla.
NASCAR Truck: The NextEra Energy 250,  7:30 p.m. FS1 
from Daytona Beach, Fla.

Sailing
America’s Cup: Prada Challenger Series 10 p.m. NBCSN

Soccer
Liga MX: Club Léon at Club Tijuana Xolos 10 p.m. FS2
FASL: Manchester United  2 p.m. NBCSN 
at Manchester City

Speedskating
ISU: World Championships,                          6 p.m.  NBCSN 
from Heerenveen, Netherlands (taped)

Tennis
ATP/WTA: The Australian Open,  7 p.m. TENNIS 
third round, Melbourne, Australia
ATP/WTA: The Australian Open,  9 p.m. ESPN2 
third round, from Melbourne
ATP/WTA: The Australian Open,  3 a.m. Sat. ESPN2 
third round, from Melbourne

Volleyball
College women: Mississippi  1 p.m. SEC 
at Mississippi State
College women: Stanford at California 5 p.m. PAC-12

Wrestlilng
College: Pittsburgh at Virginia Tech 6 p.m. ACC
College: Ohio State at Michigan 7 p.m. BTN 

The Associated Press           

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.  — Ryan 
Newman was lying in bed one morn-
ing, his two daughters still tucked in 
down the hall, when a YouTube video 
of his death-defying crash popped up 
as a recommended watch.

He hit play, absorbing every angle of 
the terrifying wreck 
that nearly killed him 
on the final lap of last 
year’s Daytona 500, 
and started to cry.

His  emotional 
response had little 
to do with his wreck, 
which ended with 
his car flipping and 
skidding to a halt on 
its roof in a harrowing show of sparks 
and flames.

“Those are tears of respect and 
appreciation, not tears of sadness, 
because I was here and I was able to 
watch it and know that just down the 
hallway my kids were going to wake 
up,” Newman said.

Everyone watching feared the 
worst for Newman, but the 2008 Day-

tona 500 winner walked out of the 
hospital 48 hours later with his girls. 
He will drive the No. 6 Ford in “The 
Great American Race” on Sunday.

Newman now serves as a symbol 
of how far the sport has come since 
NASCAR’s darkest day 20 years ago, 
when seven-time champion Dale 
Earnhardt was killed in the final turn 
of the 500. 

Earnhardt was the fourth national 
series driver killed in nine months. 
NASCAR never stopped after the 
deaths of Adam Petty, Kenny Irwin 
Jr. and Tony Roper, but losing Earn-
hardt forced the racing series to con-
front safety issues it had been slow to 
acknowledge. 

The dramatic upgrades since have 
saved multiple lives — NASCAR 
hasn’t suffered a racing death in its 
three national series since — and are 
the hallmark of Earnhardt’s legacy.

Safety improvements
Talks of modernizing the car had been 

tiptoed around, and many drivers frowned 
on the confining head-and-neck restraints. 
Earnhardt’s death changed everything.

Notable advancements since:
l SAFER Barriers: The Steel And Foam 

Energy Reduction Barrier was designed to 
absorb and reduce kinetic energy during 
high-speed crashes. “Soft walls” have been 
gradually added to nearly every NASCAR 
track.
l HANS device: NASCAR mandated 

the use of head-and-neck restraints in 
late 2001. Drivers had resisted using the 
U-shaped neck restraint made of carbon 
fiber because they found it cumbersome 
and restrictive.
l Redesigned cars: NASCAR has 

developed three new cars since 2001, each 
one adapting to the latest technology. The 
newest “Next Gen” car was postponed to 
2022 because of developmental delays 
caused by the pandemic.

Dale Earnhardt Jr.
Earnhardt Jr. was still wearing his fire 

suit when he sprinted into the hospital 
searching for his father that fateful 
afternoon on Feb. 18, 2001. A shy,  
third-generation driver trying to hold his 
own against his father, Earnhardt Jr. was 
in just his second season driving for Dale 
Earnhardt Inc.

At 26, he inherited his father’s rabid 
fanbase and expectations to be as good 
as the old man. Junior was hounded by 
comparisons — in demeanor and skill — 
and persevered through early insecurities to 
develop into a winner himself.

He drove six more seasons for DEI and 
won the first of his two Daytona 500s. But 
Earnhardt Jr. feuded with his father’s widow 
and moved to Hendrick Motorsports in 

2008. DEI eventually folded.
Junior never equaled his father’s on-track 

success but blossomed into a NASCAR 
leader before concussions forced him to 
retire in 2017. He’s currently an NBC Sports 
analyst and made peace with his father’s 
death long ago.

“I didn’t want to feel any negative feelings 
when I came here because I love Daytona, 
love this track and I love the history,” 
he said in 2018. “I want to be rooted in 
this sport and that means I want to be at 
Daytona when they race here. That was the 
choice I made a long time ago and feel very 
comfortable here.”

Kevin Harvick
Even though the 49-year-old Earnhardt 

had given no indication of slowing down, 
Harvick’s success in NASCAR’s second-tier 
series had team owner Richard Childress 
planning to promote him to Cup the 
following year.

Childress pushed Harvick into Earnhardt’s 
seat early, rebranding the 
No. 3 to the No. 29 to give Harvick his own 
identity. Yet Harvick struggled to escape 
Earnhardt’s shadow in the formative years 
of his Cup career.

“Everything that you did was always 
compared to everything that Dale did,” 
Harvick said. “I became defensive. I didn’t 
want to do anything that was the same way 
(as Earnhardt) just because I got tired of 
hearing it.”

Harvick eventually found his own path. 
He won the 2007 Daytona 500 driving 

for Richard Childress Racing and moved 
to Stewart-Haas Racing before the 2014 
season. Harvick was rewarded for the bold 
jump with his only Cup championship and 
has been a perennial contender since.

Richard Childress Racing
Childress, now 75, was far more than 

Earnhardt’s car owner. They were hunting 
and fishing buddies, business associates 
and close friends.

“I miss those moments and so many 
things,” Childress said. “It’s been tough, 
and not only tough on me and the family, I 
think on the race fans. I think a lot of them 
haven’t gotten over it yet.”

Earnhardt was the lynchpin of RCR, the 
team he joined in 1984 and where he won 
six of his record-tying seven Cup titles. 
After his death, RCR began to fade. Recent 
success has been limited to Childress’ 
grandson, Austin Dillion, who has three 
one-win seasons in four years.

Ryan Newman
Newman is the ultimate testament to 

NASCAR’s safety modifications. He missed 
limited time following the crash and is back 
for his 20th full season.

He realizes Earnhardt’s death saved 
his life. But he prefers to remember his 
childhood idol by what he accomplished 
before that 2001 season opener.

“I feel fortunate that my book, or at least 
that chapter, didn’t end that way for me,” 
Newman said.

Earnhardt’s death saved lives, forced change
NASCAR

Dale Sr.

Gamel
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Boy, being Tom Brady sure is tough ...
COMMENTARY: NFL

A day in the life of Tom Brady:
 (Walks into his mansion)
 Brady: “Honey, I’m home!”

His wife (a supermodel, busy in the 
kitchen): “Did you win the Super Bowl 
again?”

Brady: “Yeah, it was pretty easy this 
time. What’s for dinner?”

Mrs. Brady: “Does that mean another 
trophy?”

Brady: “Two of them. I also won MVP. 
Have you seen my slippers?”

Mrs. Brady: “Not another trophy! We 
may have to add another room.”

Brady: “What about the third trophy 
room?”

Mrs. Brady: “It’s full.”
Brady: “Already? Well, we have some 

time. I’m sending the trophies to Italy to 
get some fancy engravings on them. You 
know, so they’ll stand out a little.”

Mrs. Brady: “From the other Super 
Bowl trophies?”

Brady: “No, from the other MVP tro-
phies.”

Mrs. Brady: “Oh, by the way, the kids 
and I took those lottery tickets to the gas 
station today.”

Brady: “The ones you have to scratch 
off to see if you won?”

Mrs. Brady: “Yes. But the clerk 
does the scratching, which was good 
for me because. ... you know ... my 
nails.”

Brady: “Of course. Your nails.”
Mrs. Brady: “Anyway, you’re not going 

to believe this.”
Brady: “We won?”
Mrs. Brady: “How did you know?”
(Brady looks at camera and smiles).
Mrs. Brady: “Oh, I get it. We won! Of 

course, we won!”
Brady: “How much did we win?”
Mrs. Brady: “I’m not sure, but it’s a 

lot. The kids started screaming. The 
clerk called ESPN to tell them. They’re 
sending Sal Paolantonio to our house 
tonight to do a live shot.”

Brady: “Why Sal? Was Booger McFar-
land busy?”

Mrs. Brady: “How do I know? Oh, and 

President Biden called. He wanted to 
congratulate you.”

Brady: “For winning on those lottery 
tickets?”

Mrs. Brady: “I’m not sure. Did you 
win anything else today besides the lot-
tery tickets and the Super Bowl?”

Brady: “Let’s see. ... Oh, I did get a 
text from People magazine. They want 
to put me on the covers of the next six 
issues.”

Mrs. Brady: “Why?”
Brady: “I don’t know. Something 

about I’m the best-looking athlete to 
ever play in 10 Super Bowls and win 
seven of them.”

Mrs. Brady: “Really? I didn’t realize 
it was that many. After a while they all 
start running together. Did you win any-
thing else today?”

Brady: “Well, when I was driving 
home from the Super Bowl my agent 
called and said it looks like I’m going to 
get nominated for an Academy Award.”

Mrs. Brady: “How can that be? You’re 
not an actor. You weren’t in any movies.”

Brady: “I know. Crazy, ain’t it?”
Mrs. Brady: “I’m going to need a new 

dress for that.”
Brady: “Oh, and my agent also said 

I got an offer to be on “Meet the Press” 
Sunday morning.”

Mrs. Brady: “Why? You don’t even 
watch that show.”

Brady: “They told me if I did it, they’d 
give me three new suits. And you’ve got 
to admit, I look pretty good in a suit.”

Mrs. Brady: “So let me guess, you also 
got a call from Suits Illustrated?”

Brady: “Actually, it was a voicemail, 
but I didn’t answer it because I wanted 
to get home as quick as I could, because 
I’m dying for one of your avocado milk 
shakes.”

Mrs. Brady: “Well, that will have to 
wait because the University of Michigan 
football team is going to be here in an 
hour to present you with some award.”

Brady: “What kind of award?”
Mrs. Brady: “The Tom Brady Award. 

They said it’s a new award they want to 
give to you for being Tom Brady.”

Brady: “Is it a trophy or just a plaque?”
Mrs. Brady: “I’m not sure. I’m hoping 

it’s a plaque, because we still have some 
room in the second plaque room. If it’s 
a trophy, especially a big one, we’re in 
trouble.”

Brady: “That’s OK. If it’s a big one, I’ll 
donate it to the NFL’s Lost The Super 

Bowl To Tom Brady Home For Indigent 
Long Snappers. Those guys could use 
some cheering up. You still haven’t told 
me what’s for dinner.”

Mrs. Brady: “I’ll tell you what’s for 
dinner: Francis Ford Coppola! He wants 
to meet you!”

Brady: “Francis Ford Coppola? The 
director of “The Godfather,” Parts one, 
two and three?”

(Brady looks at the camera and 
smiles).

Mrs. Brady: “Yes! Yes! And he’s bring-
ing Robert De Niro and Al Pacino with 
him!”

Brady: “This is better than the Super 
Bowl! But we’re going to need more avo-
cados! Maybe I should take one of the 
Mercedes and get a couple dozen?”

Mrs. Brady: “No, there no time for 
that.”

Brady: “Why”
Mrs. Brady: “I’ll tell you why: Because 

after dinner Frankie, Bobby and Al are 
flying us to Hawaii to present us the 
keys to a villa on the beach!”

Brady: “Get out! Will there be room 
for Booger McFarland?”

Contact Jim Ingraham at jingraham4@gmail.com.

Jim ingraham

“Our girls are very proud to be GCC champions for the first time, 
and Jordyn is feeling better and will be ready to go,” Brunswick coach 
Jacqueline Krist said. “Obviously, the most important thing is to 
move on to districts. 

“Since most gymnasts have competed in club in the past, they’ve 
competed all over the place, so I think everyone should be fine, 

and I’m sure they’ll like the Midwest Gym Supply 
equipment.” 

Wadsworth also is aiming to advance to districts 
as a team after going undefeated in the NEGC. 
Returning state qualifier Heppner has never been 
better and teammates Emilee Loparo and Alyssa 
Talabac finished second and third in the all-around 
at the league meet. 

The Grizzlies last moved past sectionals in 2015 
but have totaled five individual district qualifiers in 
the past two seasons. 

“(Heppner) hitting all four routines at the NEGC 
Winter Classic has set her up with the confidence 
to have a good showing at sectionals,” Wadsworth 
coach Kelly Murphy said. “The team’s momentum 
has been building and everyone is ready to go out 
and show what we have.” 

The second sectional of the holiday weekend takes 
place Sunday and features 2020 state all-around and 

beam runner-up Paige Yu of Highland. The sophomore won four 
events, including the all-around, at the Stateline Showdown at the 
Summit County Fairgrounds on Feb. 7. 

The Hornets finished first as a team, while Buckeye was second 
and Cloverleaf placed sixth in the final regular-season meet of the 
prep season. Highland sophomore Jenna Pennington and Bucks 
sophomore Sara Rak combined for five top-three finishes. 

All eyes at this meet, however, will be on Yu and the gymnasts from 
perennial state champion Brecksville. 

“Now that I am experienced, I feel more confident heading into the 
postseason,” Yu said. “But there is definitely more pressure because 
I would like to uphold my state runner-up title.” 

Contact Brian Dulik at brisports@hotmail.com. Follow him @BrianDulik on Twitter.

SECTIONALS
From C1

RON SCHWANE / GAZETTE

Brunswick’s Emma Gray competes at the Greater Cleveland Conference Meet.

The Panthers are projected 
to finish eighth in D-I and 
have 12 ranked wrestlers, 
with one earmarked for the 
finals.

“We’re just trying to get that 
last push in before sectional,” 
James Scavuzzo said. “We 
didn’t have as many matches 
as we normally would in 
the regular season, so it’s 
just about trying to sharpen 
things up before district.

“We have a little layout 
of what we think our oppo-
nents will be at every weight 
and a little game plan for our 
matches, so we can go out 
and do better than we did 
today.”

For wrestlers like Stiles, 
who has battled injury this 
season, it was a chance to get 
in some extra conditioning. 
A state alternate last season, 
the sophomore had only six 
matches before Thursday, so 
a technical fall over Aurora’s 
Justin Burick and pin of Per-
ry’s Gavin Turner went a long 
way.

“This is really helping us 
get ahead by getting these last 
tough matches,” Stiles said. 
“We’ve been working hard all 

week. We wrestled Tuesday 
and got a really hard practice 
in Wednesday. We feel good.

“This was really good. My 
first match back, I had to get 
into it, but now that I’ve got 
these matches in I feel good 

going into sectional, district 
and state.”

What’s more, the Hornets 
now have film on Perry, which 
will be in their district after 
they compete at the Brecks-
ville Division I Sectional.

“Obviously, I wish there 
wasn’t as many injuries as 
there were this year,” James 
Scavuzzo said. “I’m hoping 
we’ll all be better for sec-
tional and next year we have 
another good team coming, 

so I’m looking forward to it.”
With some time to rest 

and recalibrate, the sectional 
tournament is the next step 
for Maxworthy and Co., who 
hope to have a team at full 
strength for the first time this 
season.

“It’s certainly something 
we’ve looked forward to 
all year,” Maxworthy said. 
“Hopefully, everything comes 
together at the right time and 
things go the way they’re sup-
posed to, or at least the way 
we want them to.”

Contact Brad Bournival 
at bournival929@gmail.com.

Aurora 38, Highland 33
106: Ben Roth (A) by ff; 113: Cuerbo (A) 

m.d. Ayden Boucher, 18-6; 120: R. Sagaris 
(A) t.f. Joey Zywiec, 15-0; 126: Antwan 
Sagaris (A) d. Joey Vazsonyi (H), 6-0; 132: 
Bo DiJulius (A) m.d. Chase Crutchley, 12-3; 
138: Creed Hill (H) m.d. Kyle Bizjak, 11-2; 
145: James Scavuzzo (H) by ff; 152: Ashton 
Smith (A) m.d. Tyler Haney, 11-3; 160: 
William Scavuzzo (H) by ff; 170: Matthew 
Haney (H) by ff; 182: Lukas Stiles (H) t.f. 
Justin Burick, 16-0; 195: Dylan Fishback 
(A) p. Dominic Konopka, 2:19; 220: Danny 
Giannini (H) by ff.; 285: Killian Schintzer 
(A) by ff. Records: Highland (25-7), Aurora 
(12-6).

Perry 40, Highland 21
106: Austin McBurney (P) by ff; 113: 

Charles Curtis (P) d. Boucher, 8-2; 120: 
Cameron Zollars (P) p. Zywiec, 1:14; 126: 
Drew Dulcie (P) d. Vazsonyi, 9-6; 132: 
Christian Giltz (P) m.d. Luke Norman, 10-0; 
138: Creed Hill (H) d. Jason Waller, 6-2; 
145: J. Scavuzzo (H) d. Sam Thompson, 
6-0; 152: Mitchell Allen (P) d. T. Haney, 
6-4; 160: W. Scavuzzo (H) d. Sam Rhodes, 
5-4; 170: Ryder Hartshorn (P) d. M. Haney, 
5-1; 182: Stiles (H) p. Gavin Turner, 3:10; 
195: Konopka (H) p. Ralph Scott, 2:40; 
220: Logan Shepard (P) by ff; 285: Killian 
Snitzer (P) by ff. Records: Highland (25-6), 
Perry (14-6).

HORNETS
From C1

RON SCHWANE / GAZETTE

Highland’s James Scavuzzo controls Perry’s Sam Thompson at 145 pounds. 

NFHSNetwork.com will 
stream the tournaments. Addi-
tional details will be shared closer 
to the event.

“It’s great to be able to have the 
athletes attach their goal of the 
season to a physical location,” 
Black River coach Blake Owen 
said. “Now we know where we 
are trying to get to. It also gives us 
confidence knowing that plans 
are in place to actually make it 
happen.”

As for having the tournament 
in a high school gymnasium, 
area coaches are happy just to 
have a state championship after 
having it taken away from them 
last season.

“We are grateful for the 
OHSAA’s hard work on making 
this state tournament happen 
and are also thankful for all the 
schools that stepped up to host,” 
Wadsworth coach Clay Wenger 
said. “These kids all deserve a 
state tournament this year. It will 
be different in a gym, but it’s still a 
state tournament and still means 
the same thing, so we are thank-
ful for the opportunity.”

Contact Brad Bournival 
at bournival929@gmail.com.

STATE
From C1

Next up
WHAT: Summit County Fairgrounds Sectional 
WHEN: Saturday, Sunday and Monday. First sessions begin at 9:10 a.m., 

second sessions begin at 2:15 p.m. 
WHERE: Summit County Fairgrounds Arena, 229 East Howe Road, 

Tallmadge. 
WHO: Twenty-three teams compete each day, split into morning and 

afternoon flights, as part of three sectional meets. Highland (Sunday 
afternoon), Cloverleaf and Medina (Monday morning), Brunswick, 
Buckeye and Wadsworth (Monday afternoon) will participate. 

2020 DISTRICT QUALIFIERS: Brecksville, Brunswick, Medina, North 
Royalton, Hudson, Berea-Midpark, Olmsted Falls, Strongsville, Chagrin 
Falls Kenston, Rocky River Magnificat, Mentor, Solon. 

RETURNING DISTRICT QUALIFIERS: Brunswick (Jordyn Thomas, 
Lili Kotar, Lana Dakdouk, Alaina Timko), Buckeye (Sara Rak), Highland 
(Paige Yu, Jenna Pennington), Medina (Meghan Deighton, Colleen 
Johnson, Addison Kasian), Wadsworth (Jensen Heppner, Allie Vaccaro). 

NEXT UP: The top four teams and 12 individuals in each event at all 
three sectional meets advance to the Mentor District on Feb. 27.

— Brian Dulik

NBA G LEAGUE

Teske
makes
debut

Medina High graduate Jon 
Teske started at center Thursday 
night for the Lakeland Magic, 
which losts its G League sea-
son opener 104-102 to the Aus-
tin Spurs at HP Field House in 
Orlando, where the circuit is play-
ing all its games at several sites in 
a coronavirus-induced bubble.

The 7-foot-1, 265-pound 
Teske, who graduated from 
Medina in 2016 before going on 
to a four-year career at Mich-
igan, played 22 minutes and 
finished with six points, three 
r e b o u n d s , 
three assists, 
two steals, one 
block and two 
turnovers.

Teske, who 
had a tr y-
out with the 
Orlando Magic 
a f t e r  g o i n g 
undrafted in 2021, was 2-for-7 
from the field overall, 0-for-3 
on 3-pointers and 1-for-1 at 
the line.

The two-time Gazette MVP 
was credited with six points 
because the G League is exper-
imenting with a rule that 
awards one free throw that, if 
made, counts for one, two or 
three points depending on how 
many shots would have been 
awarded under normal cir-
cumstances. Traditional rules 
apply in the last two minutes of 
regulation and any overtimes.

Lakeland, which is affiliated 
with Orlando’s NBA team, led 
by 10 points early in the fourth 
period, but crumbled down the 
stretch and then saw a late rally 
fall short. Teske played just one 
minute in the final quarter.

— Rick Noland

TeskeKrist

Murphy
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BRUNSWICK OUTLOOK: The Blue Devils have come close to reaching their potential in the 
second half of the season, having won 10-of-15 games since senior Haley Fink moved 

into the starting lineup. The offensive punch of Michigan State soccer recruit Jordyn 
Wickes and freshman Journey Hildebrand is as good as anyone in the district. Like 
the school’s boys team, Brunswick is a sleeper because of a good offense (53.6 
ppg), but it also can lose to anyone due to a below-average defense (63.1 ppg 
allowed in losses), making a first-round game with young Midview intriguing 

after the Middies lost to the Blue Devils 42-31 on Jan. 27. A sectional final 
at No. 5 Westlake is a tough matchup, as the Demons’ man defense is 

stout and will force pace to a crawl. Look out if Brunswick wins that one, 
because the Blue Devils likely will get a rubber match with archrival 

Medina and then a potential revenge opportunity against 
Highland in the title game.

HIGHLAND OUTLOOK: The swan song for an 
incredibly experienced senior class begins Thursday, 

when the Hornets host the winner of No. 26 Euclid 
and No. 29 Lakewood in a sectional final. The 

Panthers are led by physical center Alexis Reese, 
while the Rangers have been relatively competitive 
and gave Bay and Elyria Catholic some trouble in 
the Great Lakes Conference. A comfortable win 

there puts Highland in the district semifinals against 
No. 6 St. Joseph Academy, which has played a 

brutal schedule and owns quality wins over Magnificat, 
Wadsworth, Strongsville and Massillon Perry, which plays 

Highland on Saturday. The Hornets will need to play well 
to advance and have a 50/50 game for the title, whether the 

opponent is Medina, Westlake or Brunswick. Highland does 
everything well except score consistently, so the Hornets will go as 

far as the shot-making abilities of Kendall McCormick and Maddie Miller 
take them. They are searching for their first district title since 1992 and first 

as a D-I school.
MEDINA OUTLOOK: While the Bees are hoping to back door their way into 

a second straight Greater Cleveland Conference championship — Strongsville 
needs to lose to Solon on Monday — it’s important to point out they’re playing 
pretty well at the right time. Medina was especially strong in the fourth 
quarters of back-to-back wins over Solon, and the re-emergence of trigger-
happy Elizabeth Stuart has sparked the offense. Medina always has been 
a solid defensive team led by incredibly versatile All-Gazette pick Sarah 
McKee, and the Bees are all but guaranteed to reach the distrit semifinals 
with sectional games against 34th-seeded Twinsburg and No. 28 Firestone. 
Things then will get interesting, as defensive-minded Westlake or No. 11 
Brunswick will come to town. The Demons will be a pesky out but don’t 
have offensive threats like McKee, Stuart, Shannon Wojciak or Hailey 
Tripp, while the Blue Devils would be hard pressed to upset their rival for 
a second time. That will set up a district title game at Highland or at home 
against St. Joseph Academy. Medina defeated the Hornets 51-40 on 
Dec. 5, while the Jaguars’ brutal schedule led to a misleading 12-9 
regular-season record.

WADSWORTH OUTLOOK: The ninth-seeded Grizzlies showed 
incredible guts by rallying for a Suburban League National Conference 
championship share without third-leading scorer Brooke Baughman 
(ACL) and fourth-leading scorer Regan Simpson (illness). They also 
picked up a great draw. Wadsworth will open with a familiar foe, SL 

National Conference member North Royalton, Saturday at home. The 
Bears already have lost 44-23 and 41-25 to the Grizzlies and shouldn’t 
pose much of a threat. A greater unknown, No. 23 Cleveland Heights, 
will be next up, but the Tigers lost to Stow by 30 in late January. The real 
challenges begin in the district semifinals at No. 8 Avon, which was drilled 
by top-seeded Olmsted Falls twice in Southwestern Conference play. The 
Eagles are led by Abby Liber offensively and have a defensive scoring 
average well under 40 when the two losses to Olmsted Falls are factored 
out. Olmsted Falls is a heavy favorite to reach the district final and owns 
a high-quality win over Laurel, which beat Wadsworth by 44 at The 
Classic in the Country.

DISTRICT 4 SEEDS: 3. Highland, 4. Medina, 5. Westlake, 6. St. Joseph 
Academy, 11. Brunswick, 17. Midview, 22. Amherst, 26. Euclid, 28. 
Firestone, 29. Lakewood, 30. Bedford, 34. Twinsburg.

DISTRICT 5 SEEDS: 1. Olmsted Falls, 8. Avon, 9. Wadsworth, 14. Aovn 
Lake, 16. Hathaway Brown, 19. Valley Forge, 21. Shaker Heights, 23. 
Cleveland Heights, 24. Lorain, 31. North Royalton, 32. Maple Heights.

DISTRICT 4 SCHEDULE: Saturday (1 p.m.) — Bedford at Amherst, 
Lakewood at Euclid, Midview at Brunswick, Twinsburg at Medina. 
Thursday — Steele/Bedford winner at St. Joseph Academy, 
Lakewood/Euclid winner at Highland, Brunswick/Midview winner at 
Westlake, Twinsburg/Medina winner vs. Firestone. Feb. 23 — District 
semifinals. Feb. 26 — District championship.

DISTRICT 5 SCHEDULE: Saturday (1 p.m.) — Maple Heights at 
North Olmsted, Shaker Heights at Hathaway Brown, North Royalton 
at Wadsworth, Lorain at Valley Forge. Thursday — North Olmsted/
Maple Heights winner at Olmsted Falls, Hathaway Brown/Shaker 
Heights winner at Avon Lake, Wadsworth/North Royalton winner 
vs. Cleveland Heights, Lorain/Valley Forge winner at Avon. Feb. 23 
— District semifinals. Feb. 26 — District championship.

UPSET SPECIALS: Hathaway Brown over Avon Lake and 
Brunswick over Westlake.

SLEEPERS: Wadsworth and St. Joseph Academy.
THE PICKS: St. Joseph Academy over Medina and Olmsted 

Falls over Wadsworth. The latter is a much more likely, as Highland, 
Brunswick or Westlake could reach the Northeast 4 championship 
game.

— Albert Grindle

DIVISION I GIRLS TOURNAMENT PREVIEW

Had he sought my incredible teen-
age insight, this is how the interview 
probably would have unfolded:

Pantages: You looked pretty com-
fortable out there. How did you feel?

Me: OK.
Pantages: You guys dropped a tough 

one, but you were right there at the 
end. Does that give you confidence for 
the rest of the season?

Me: Yeah.
Pantages: How’s it feel playing point 

guard at the varsity level?
Me: Good.
Pantages (desperately trying to ask 

a question that required more than 
a one-word answer): What are your 
goals for the rest of the season?

Me: Win.
Pantages (having given up): Thank 

you!
Today, having spent 37-plus years at 

The Gazette, I still run into extremely 
quiet high school athletes on occasion, 
but not very often. 

I unscientifically attribute this to 
two factors: Kids today live in a much 
bigger world than I did back then, 
and they are interviewed much more 
frequently.

Back in the 1970s, leaving the por-
tion of Akron we called North Hill, 
even to play at nearby Ellet, Firestone 
or Garfield, was an adventure. Trav-
eling to Norton, for us, was like going 
to another state, maybe even another 
country.

We almost never hopped on a 
school bus for away games (and we 
still wore odd-numbered uniforms 
on the road and even-numbered jer-
seys at home). Instead, a handful of 
players rode with varsity coach Dick 
Rudgers, another handful went with 
JV coach Vince Tassiello and five more 
piled in with the team’s very average 
point guard, who drove his dad’s 
gigantic Chrysler Newport, which got 
about four miles to the gallon. (The 
important players, of course, rode with 
Rudgers and Tassiello, just in case I 
lost contact with them en route and 
never found the opposing school.)

My entire senior year, I think we 
had a reporter at four of our games. Of 
those four — it could have been three 
or five, but you get the point — I don’t 

ever recall that reporter interviewing 
a player. In those days, unless there 
was a monster performance — like 
my potential 64-point night — most 
postgame interviews involved only the 
head coach. That’s just the way it was, 
at least in the Akron area.

Heck, a number of schools in the 
Akron City Series didn’t even have 
gyms big enough to host varsity 
games. For league games, we didn’t 
play junior varsity-varsity doublehead-
ers. Instead, four City Series varsity 
teams played a Friday doubleheader 
at Firestone, while four others played 
at North. The JV games were the fol-
lowing Monday.

(As an aside, since only a handful of 

City Series schools had football fields 
with anything resembling bleachers 
and even fewer had lights, Friday 
night doubleheaders were held at the 
approximate 35,000-seat Rubber Bowl, 
which made even a good crowd seem 
like virtually no one was there. The 
remaining schools usually played on 
Saturday afternoon.)

Back then, only the really, really 
good players had any type of relation-
ship with athletes from other schools. 
This was neither good nor bad, it’s 
just the way it was. The Internet didn’t 
exist, only doctors had pagers — what 
was a cell phone? — and anything 
resembling AAU basketball was 
reserved for the best of the best.

Sorry for 
that rather long digression — assum-
ing I had a point to begin with — but 
that happens more and more as my 
60th birthday rapidly approaches.

Anyway, fast-forwarding 42 years to 
Wednesday night, most of the Medina 
players knew most of the Brunswick 
players, and a handful of them, wear-
ing masks in this COVID-19 era, of 
course, talked freely an hour before 
tipoff. On a few occasions, they even 
spoke — in a friendly way, not in a 
trash-talking manner — during the 
game.

From a media standpoint, since 
sports writers at The Gazette make it 
a priority to talk to a number of kids 
over the course of a season, and since 
we have reporters at the vast majority 
of Medina and Brunswick boys bas-
ketball games, most of these athletes 
are very comfortable with — and very 
good at handling — the whole inter-
view process.

Off the top of my head, I’ve inter-
viewed Brunswick’s Marquis Barnett, 
Tre Massey and Zach Eyssen and 
Medina’s Tripp, Jajuan Jackson, Chris-
tian Howard, Brandon Geschke, Bryce 
Beech and Matt Spatny this season 
alone. Over the last two, three and 
even four seasons, I’ve talked to a few 
of them dozens of times.

With some, the comfort factor has 
gotten to the point where postgame 
interviews aren’t even interviews any-
more. They’re more like conversations. 
On occasion, the athletes not only 
answer questions, they ask them, like 
Tripp inquiring about past triple-dou-
bles in Medina County after he nearly 
got one against Brunswick. (I spared 
him stories about my legendary tri-
ple-halfles at ol’ North High.)

My hope — and the point of writing 
all this, I guess — is that the athletes in 
this county appreciate how good they 
have it when it comes to the facilities 
they play in, the coaching they receive 
and the media coverage they get.

I have to remind my sometimes 
cantankerous — sometimes? — old 
self on occasion, but I’m certainly 
grateful for how good I’ve had it since 
coming to The Gazette fresh out of 
college in 1983.

Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4061 
or rnoland@medina-gazette.com. 
Follow him @RickNoland on Twitter.

RON SCHWANE / GAZETTE

Medina’s Jajuan Jackson pushes the ball against Brunswick’s Randy 
Zimmerman.

NOLAND
From C1

YORK TWP. — Four-year player 
Sydney Bell poured in a season-high 
21 points Thursday, leading Buck-
eye’s girls basketball team to a 57-41 
win over Valley Forge in the fifth-
place game of 
the Great Lakes 
C o n f e r e n c e 
Tournament.

C e n t e r 
Autumn Meyer 
a d d e d  1 6 
points Reagan 
McCourt six for 
the Bucks (7-12), 
who have won three straight.

In another game:

Medina 57, Euclid 33
EUCLID — Elizabeth Stuart (13 

points) passed coach Karen Kase 
for seventh place on the school’s 
career scoring list with 698 points 
as the Bees (15-6, 9-2) crushed 
the Panthers (2-5, 2-5) in Greater 
Cleveland Conference play for their 
sixth straight win. Shannon Wojciak 
(8 points), Hailey Tripp (8), Kate 
Bobey (8), Sarah McKee (7) and 
Leora Owings (7) also contributed.

Results
Great Lakes Conference Tournament

Buckeye 57, Valley Forge 41
VALLEY FORGE 6   15   8   12  —  41
BUCKEYE 11  21  12  13  —  57

Valley Forge — Summer Patsko 0-0-0, Jada 
Benjamin 5-2-13, Alysa Coyne 2-3-8, Emily 
Beckner 3-1-7, Jurnee Amill 2-1-5, Andrea 
Guerra 0-0-0, Kaylaa Miller 2-0-4, Kailey 
Quinones 2-0-4. TOTALS: 16-7-41.

Buckeye — Reagan McCourt 2-2-6, 
Courtney Keeler 2-1-5, Autumn Meyer 7-2-
16, Sydney Bell 7-4-21, Alyssa Beckett 2-0-
5, Rosa Treece 0-0-0, Erin Demagall 1-0-2, 
Alyssa Sibley 0-0-0, Teagan Widenmeyer 0-0-
0, Casey Cash 1-0-2. TOTALS: 22-9-57.

3-point goals — Benjamin, Coyne, Bell 3, 
Al. Beckett. Records — Valley Forge (8-6), 
Buckeye (7-12).

Greater Cleveland Conference
Medina 57, Euclid 33

MEDINA 16  14  20  7  —  57
EUCLID 7    9   11  6  —  33

Medina — Elizabeth Stuart 5-0-13, Shannon 
Wojciak 3-0-8, Sarah McKee 2-3-7, Hailey Tripp 
2-2-8, Aly Dwyer 1-0-2, Nikki Johnson 0-0-0, 
Leora Owings 3-1-7, Regan Todia 1-0-2, Kate 
Bobey 2-3-8, Maddi Rath 0-0-0, Ella Silvis 0-0-0, 
Audrey Kotick 1-0-2, Mylie Roberts 0-0-0, Kayla 
Joyner 0-0-0 .TOTALS: 20-9-57.

Euclid — Erin Miller 2-3-9, Yajhaira Reid 
5-3-15, Joy Byous 0-0-0, Deasia Huggins 0-0-
0, Alexis Reese 2-1-5, Dajanay Bailey 0-0-0, 
Natalia Wilson 2-0-4. TOTALS: 11-7-33.

3-point goals — Stuart 3, Wojciak 2, Tripp 
2, Bobey, Reid 2, Miller 2. Records — Medina 
(15-6, 9-2), Euclid (2-5, 2-5). Junior varsity — 
Medina 35, Euclid 15.

ROUNDUP
Buckeye 
takes fifth 
at GLCT

Bell


