
By Bryant Billing
bbilling@sidneydailynews.com

DAYTON — After 
two regional final losses 
and a chance at a state 
championship derailed by 
COVID-19, Fort Loramie 
finally hoisted a gold tro-
phy on Saturday.

The Redskins blasted 
McDonald 60-26 in the 
Division IV state final 
at University of Dayton 
Arena to capture the 
program’s third champi-
onship.

The title comes almost 
exactly a year after Fort 
Loramie was travel-
ing to a state semifinal 
and turned around and 
headed home after being 
informed the tournament 
was indefinitely post-
poned due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

After initially consider-
ing finishing at a later 
date, the Ohio High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion canceled the remain-
der of the postseason a 
couple of weeks later.

The 2020 cancellation 
came after Fort Loramie 
lost to rival and eventual 
state champion Minster 
in regional finals in 2018 
and 2019.

“It was definitely a 
long wait, but it was well 
worth the wait,” Fort 
Loramie senior guard 
Corynn Heitkamp said. 
“It would have been nice 
to get there last year, but 
getting there this year 
was much more awesome.

“With that last year, we 
just had that fire to do it, 
both for ourselves and for 
those that couldn’t do it 
with us last year. It was 
just so much more incred-
ible to do it this year after 
the long wait.”

The Redskins (29-1) 
weren’t denied this year. 
Their state final and 
semifinal wins came by 
over 30 points, as did 
all tournament games 
except for an 11-point 
win over Minster in a 
regional semifinal.

“What a way to go 
out your senior year,” 
forward Dana Rose said. 
“To have this (medal) 
around my neck just 
means a lot to me. It’s an 
indescribable feeling.”

The win is especially 

appreciated by senior 
forward Kenzie Hoel-
scher, who is one of 
three seniors on the 
team who also played for 
the school’s volleyball 
program, which lost in 
regional matches three 
out of the last four years 
and fell to rival New 
Bremen in the 2019 
D-IV state championship 
match. Four juniors also 
played volleyball and 
were a part of the pro-
gram in the 2019 state 
final loss.

“You think about all 
those losses and you 
think about the hurt, and 
I think it really drives 
you to finish the goal like 
we did,” Hoelscher said. 
“It can’t get any better 
than this.

“… We had a lot of 
motivation. We didn’t 
take any game for grant-
ed, because we thought 
about last year, and I 
think that kind of gave 
us a little bit of an advan-
tage over everyone else.”

The win wasn’t just 
special to current play-
ers. In attendance near 
Fort Loramie’s bench on 
Saturday were Marissa 
Meiring, Taylor Rater-
mann, Macy Imwalle and 
Kennedi Gephart, which 
were seniors on last 
year’s 26-0 squad that 
had its state title chance 
derailed.

“I feel like this is my 
opportunity to shine 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL DIVISION IV STATE FINAL

CHAMPIONS AT LAST

A year after COVID-19 derailed tournament, Redskins win state title in dominating fashion

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie players celebrate after beating McDonald 60-26 in the Division IV state championship game on Saturday at University of Dayton Arena. The state title comes a year after the program was 
undefeated and slated to play in the state tournament, only to have the COVID-19 pandemic derail the rest of the postseason. The Redskins, which won every tournament game by at least 11 points this year, 
finish 29-1. It’s the program’s third state championship and its first since 2015.

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie’s Riley Heitkamp, right, hugs Macy Imwalle following a 
60-26 victory over McDonald in the Division IV state championship 
game on Saturday at University of Dayton Arena. Imwalle was one 
of four players who were seniors on last year’s team and didn’t get 
a chance to play in the state tournament due to COVID-19 derailing 
the remainder of the postseason.

Luke Gronneberg | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie coach Carla Siegel gives Corynn Heitkamp a hug after 
she pulled her off the floor near the end of the Division IV state 
championship game on Saturday at University of Dayton Arena. 
Heitkamp scored eight points and had three assists.

Bryant Billing | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie seniors hoist the Division IV state championship 
trophy after beating McDonald 60-26 on Saturday at University 
of Dayton Arena. The seniors are, from left to right, Clara Gephart, 
Jadyn Puthoff, Paige Eilerman, Caitlyn Gasson, Corynn Heitkamp, 
Kenzie Hoelscher and Dana Rose.

Bryant Billing | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie players celebrate after beating McDonald 60-26 in the Division IV state championship 
game on Saturday at University of Dayton Arena. The Redskins scored the first seven points and led 
by double digits almost the entire game.

Bryant Billing | Sidney Daily News
Fort Loramie senior forward Dana Rose shoots with pressure from 
McDonald’s Molly Howard during the second half of the Division 
IV state championship game on Saturday at University of Dayton 
Arena. Rose scored 13 points and had five rebounds and two 
assists.See CHAMPIONS | 11
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too,” Gephart, who is 
attending Bowling Green 
and participating in track 
and field, said before the 
game. “I can’t wait to see 
them finish it.”

The OHSAA allowed 
seniors who graduated 
in 2020 that were on 
state qualifying teams to 
attend for free.

Meiring, Ratermann, 
Imwalle and Gephart 
were also allowed on the 
floor after the game and 
posed for pictures with 
current players and the 
trophy at midcourt.

“Those four were so 
key to what we did last 
year, and for them to 
not get a chance to play 

(in the state tourna-
ment), that was crushing 
to them,” Siegel said. 
“They’ve been follow-
ing us and they’ve been 
texting me and emailing 
me throughout the year 
wishing our girls the 
best.

“… These are their 
teammates and their sis-
terhood from last year. It 
was very emotional for 
them (after the game) 
because it’s what could 
have been for them. At 
least they were here, and 
I’m appreciative of them 
coming and being a part 
of the victory today.”

Fort Loramie scored 
the first seven points to 
take control within the 
first two and half min-
utes.

“I think we just took a 
collective breath, and the 

girls just took off from 
there,” Siegel said.

Molly Holland made a 
basket with four minutes 
left to cut the gap to 7-5, 
but the Redskins scored 
the last 10 points of the 
first quarter, including a 
driving layup by Caitlyn 
Gasson with 28 seconds 
left to end the run.

Ava Sholtis made a 
basket with 13 seconds 
left in the second quarter 
before Maddy Howard 
made a buzzer-beater to 
cut the gap to 30-12 at 
halftime.

The Redskins scored 
the first 10 points of the 
third quarter to clinch 
the win.

“We came out with a 
lot of energy, and I knew 
when we do that, we’re 
in for a good ride,” Hoel-
scher said.

Fort Loramie shot 56.4 
percent from the floor, 
had a 28-20 rebounding 
advantage and had 16 
assists and 15 steals.

The Blue Devils had 
25 turnovers, which Fort 
Loramie scored 25 points 
off of.

“Defense is our spe-
cialty,” Heitkamp said. 
“We focus on it every 
day in practice and know 
that defense wins cham-
pionships. We just have 
to stay focused on what 
our role is on the team. 
I think we all played an 
amazing game.”

Fort Loramie had 
five players score seven 
or more points. Rose 
led the team with 13 
points while Hoelscher 
scored 12. They had five 
rebounds apiece.

Heitkamp and Colleen 

Brandewie each scored 
eight points and Sholtis 
scored seven. Sholtis 
had a team-high six 
rebounds.

“The happiness (this 
team has) when their 
teammates are doing a 
good job, you just don’t 
find that with every team 
or every year,” Siegel 
said. “They just want 
each other to excel and 
be successful. When you 
have something special 
like that …that’s a great 
piece to the puzzle.

“I think the success 
these girls have had 
the last two seasons …I 
think it’s that chemistry 
and that unselfish love 
that they have for one 
another that gives us a 
little bit of an edge and 
also makes our defense 
sparkle a little bit better 

and our offense shine a 
little bit more.”

The Redskins will lose 
seven seniors to gradua-
tion, including Hoelscher 
and Rose.

Other seniors include 
guards in Heitkamp 
and Caitlyn Gasson and 
forwards Jadyn Puthoff, 
Clara Gephart and Paige 
Eilerman.

Hoelscher and Puthoff 
are four-year letterwin-
ners while Rose, Heit-
kamp and Gasson are 
three-year letterwinners.

McDonald finishes 
24-3. Molly Howard led 
the team with 10 points.

The title was the Red-
skins’ first since 2015. 
They also won in 2013.

Reach Bryant Billing at 937-538-
4818, or follow @SidneyOHSports 
on Twitter and @BryantBillingSDN 
on Facebook.
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Media Sales Representative Wanted!
Do you crave a fast-paced and exciting work 

environment?

JOIN OUR DYNAMIC 
ADVERTISING TEAM

Responsible for print and digital sales for Sidney Daily 
News, including our #1 local website sidneydailynews.com

We are looking for people with a passion for sales success 
and customer service to join our dynamic team;

• Competitive Salary
with No-cap commission plan

• Full time with benefi ts
Send resume and cover letter to:

nbuzzard@aimmediamidwest.com

Natalie Buzzard, General Manager
Sidney Daily News

1451 N. Vandemark Rd. Sidney, OH
Equal Opportunity Employer No phone calls please

Sharon is here for all your 
classifi ed advertising needs
for the following locations:

Shelby County and 
Surrounding Areas

Employment advertising, rentals, 
merchandise for sale, business 

service directories, memory ads, 
announcements, misc, etc!

937-538-4819
sike@aimmediamidwest.com

ADVERTISING SPECIALIST

SharonSharon

* Ask me about our Jobmatch section! *
OH-70224360

Please send resume, 
cover letter and three 

design samples to  
gpresley@

aimmediamidwest.com

Page Designer
AIM Media Midwest is looking for a page 
designer to work for its network of  
Ohio-based newspapers.

The position requires intermediate  
Adobe InDesign skills.  Graphic design and 
journalist/newspaper knowledge a plus.  This is a 
FT (37.5 hours per week) position, primarily second 
shift (3pm – 11pm) Monday-Friday to start; will likely 
transition to include working one weekend day per 
week following training. 

AIM Media Midwest is based in Miamisburg, but 
qualified candidates may have the opportunity to  
set up work remotely from any of our AIM Midwest 
offices located throughout Ohio.  Please inquire for 
more details.

Benefits include:  
• competitive pay   • paid time off 

• medical, dental, vision benefits   • 401k 
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Applications for a part time day shift COMMERICAL DRIVER are now 
being accepted at Creative Plastics International. Starting pay is 

commensurate with experience. The work hours can be flexible. Delivery 
days are currently Tuesdays and Thursdays, but may be able to be adjusted. 

Driver is responsible for safely operating a rear loading 24’ straight truck 
and does NOT require a CDL, but CDL class B is preferred. Type of freight – 
palletized and unloaded by customer typically. Route is typically 90 miles or 
less. Candidate can be cross trained to perform other production associate 
functions as needed and assists with these if no load is available on your 

scheduled work day, creating up to 20 hours available per week.

** Applicants may apply in person at our main office located at  
18163 Snider Road, Jackson Center, OH 45334 between  

the hours of 8:00a - 3:00p Monday thru Friday.

***Applicants may email completed application found at  
http://www.creativeplastics-thermoforming.com/job_seekers to  

esaunders@creativeplastics-thermoforming.com

Prior driving experience a plus, but not necessary. Applicants must be at 
least 26 years of age and have a clean driving record. High School Diploma 
or GED required.  Must pass drug screen.

COMMERICAL DRIVER
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City of Sidney
Multiple Openings:

•  Seasonals – Concession Stand        
                  – Parks Laborer

• Part Time Dispatcher
• Shelby Public Transit Driver
• Wastewater Treatment Operator

Please visit:  www.sidneyoh.com or 
City Hall, Receptionist

201 W. Poplar Street, Sidney OH 45365    EOE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
STATE OF OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Columbus, Ohio

Division of Construction Management

Legal Copy Number: 210252
Sealed proposals will be accepted from pre-qualified bidders at
the ODOT Office of Contracts until 10:00 a.m. on April 15, 2021.
Project 210252 is located in Shelby County, PPM FY21 and is a
PAVEMENT MARKING project. The date set for completion of
this work shall be as set forth in the bidding proposal. Plans and
Specifications are on file in the Department of Transportation.

March 16, 23
90116348 sdn

             NOTICE                   OF                                   ANNUAL                                                     MEETING

The annual meeting of the members of the Shelby County Me-
morial Hospital Association, Inc., operating Wilson Health, 915
West Michigan Street, Sidney, Ohio, will be held on Wednes-
day evening, March 24, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. for the purpose of
electing Trustees, adopting amendments to the Code of Regu-
lations, and/or such other business as may properly come be-
fore the meeting.

Board of Trustees
March 2, 9, 16, 23
90112989 sdn

ROWLAND TRUCK & EQUIPMENT

------------------------------------------------
Is looking to hire an experienced

SERVICE MANAGER

Competitive pay & benefits available
Please contact us at: 937-548-4200

Ask for Cody

ROWLAND TRUCK & EQUIPMENT
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Is looking to hire an experienced
PARTS MANAGER

Competitive pay & benefits available
Please contact us at 937-548-4200

Ask for Cody

TAYLOR CREEK TIMBER
Buyers of Standing Timber

Widely Considered Best Timber Harvester in the State!
Please get our price! 567-674-8804

LEGALS

Legals

LEGAL NOTICE

Loramie Township Trustees
will hold regular monthly
meetings the second Tues-
day of each month at 7:30
pm. Due to renovations of
the Russia Fire House all
township meetings starting in
April 2021 until further notice
will be moved to the Village of
Russia Maintenance Garage
located at 125 North Liberty
Street, Russia, OH. Meetings
are open to the public. Bon-
nie Paulus, Fiscal Officer.

March 16
90116486 sdn

announcEmEnts

Lost & Found

LOST: Black zip case w/MOG
emblem on front, full of
Prayer Books. Lost in vicinity
of Bennett St, Kossuth St,
Ohio Ave to Holy Angels
Church area. Reward offered.
If found, call 937-492-2067.

employment

Child/Elderly Care

HOME HEALTH

CAREGIVERS NEEDED!

For elderly couple in private
home in Sidney.

No Certifications needed,
but, would be helpful.

Must pass background check!
Call 937-897-0324

Real estate foR Rent

Apartments/Townhouses

PIQUA: Sandalwood Place
Senior Living 230 Kienle
45356 now accepting

apartment applicants, metro
approved 937-778-0524

yard sale

Garage/Yard Sale

FOR SALE

Australian Cattle Dogs.
Blue/red heelers. $250
(937) 733-3741.
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