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Week Four
THURSDAY, SEPT. 9

7 p.m. kickoff
l Union Local at Harrison

FRIDAY, SEPT. 7
7 p.m. kickoff

l Pitt. Prep at Big Red
l Indian Creek at Weir
l Toronto at Buckeye
l Mathews at Edison

7:30 p.m. kickoff
l University at Brooke

SATURDAY, SEPT. 10
7 p.m. kickoff

l Rosecrans at CCHS
l Madonna at Bridgeport

SCHEDULE

Last year, the matchup 
between Buckeye Local 
and Toronto came down 
to the final minutes as the 
Red Knights mounted a 
fourth-quarter comeback 
to win, 27-20, after the 
Panthers held a 20-6 lead 
in the fourth quarter. To-
ronto coach Josh Franke 
knows the Panthers will 
be on the prowl for re-
venge Friday night. 
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Big Red looking for 4-0 start
By ED LOOMAN
Football Xtra Writer

STEUBENVILLE — Coach Reno Saccoc-
cia and his Steubenville football team will 
be looking for the program’s first 4-0 start 
since 2017 when they entertain Pittsburgh 
University Prep Friday inside Harding 
Stadium.

Big Red moved to 3-0 thanks to its 45-16 
victory over Wheeling Park. The Patriots 
were up 16-12 midway through the third 
quarter before Steubenville ripped off 33 
unanswered points to claim the Legends 
Night triumph.

University Prep, which has players 
from University Prep, Sci-Tech and Obama 
Academy, will bring a 1-1 mark to town. 
The Panthers dropped their opener to 
Highland, 27-0, before rebounding with a 
21-14 win at Sharon. In that contest, Prep 
jumped out to a 21-0 lead before holding off 
a late Sharon charge.

The sixth meeting between the schools 
(Big Red has won all five previous encoun-
ters) will kick off at 7 p.m. Prep was on Big 
Red’s original 2020 schedule but that game 
was canceled because of COVID.

“They have really good speed and are 
very well-coached,” Saccoccia said of the 
Panthers. “The coaching staff has been in 
place for several years and they have put 
really good schemes together, both offen-
sively and defensively.

“Prep mixes it up pretty good between 
the run and the pass. This team has im-
proved more and more every year. Their 
coaches do a great job and I appreciate the 
fact they are willing to come here to play 
us.”

Coach Lou Berry had his Prep squad 
in the thick of the Pittsburgh City League 
hunt a season ago. Close losses to Allder-
dice in the regular season and playoffs, as 
well as a shutout loss to Westinghouse and 
a consolation game defeat against Brashear 

ultimately led to a 2-4 record.
“In our program, our goal every season 

is to win the City League championship,” 
Berry said during a pre-season interview. 
“Nothing has changed there. Once we move 
into the state playoffs, it’s all about believ-
ing we can make it to Hershey. We’ll take it 
one week at a time.”

Prep’s speed starts with Rashan Murray, 
a senior wide receiver/defensive back. He 
has committed to play at Akron University.

“Rashan is a very skilled, tremendous 
athlete,” Berry said. “We’ll go into stadi-
ums this season knowing we have perhaps 
the best player on the field. That’s a bold 
statement, but it’s what his coaches and 
teammates feel about him.”

Murray had two catches in limited 
action against Sharon. He had to leave 
the field several times dealing with leg 
cramps. Rashaud Murray and Amare Gee 
also add speed to Prep’s receiving corps.

Senior Keon Smalls is Prep’s starting 
quarterback. He ran for 26 yards (two of 
his runs went for scores) and complet-
ed seven passes in the win over Sharon. 
Sophomore Paul Helvy and junior Terrell 
Allen-Tooks are the top threats at running 
back. Against Sharon, Helvy ran for 122 
yards on 15 carries and scored a touch-
down.

Up front, University Prep will be 
anchored by junior Robert Arms, a three-

Steubenville hosts Pittsburgh University Prep looking for best start since 2017

Michael D. McElwain

READY TO GO — Big Red is ready for another test looking for a 4-0 start with a win Friday.

Creek, Weir meet again hungry to win
By ANDREW  GRIMM
Football Xtra Writer 

WEIRTON — Suffice it to 
say, neither Indian Creek nor 
Weir High are where they 
planned on being at this point in 
the season. 

Neither team has been able to 
get into the win column yet, and 
neither has played at its home 
field. 

The Red Riders (0-2) will 
finally get to play on the newly 
installed turf inside Jimmy Car-
ey Stadium Friday night, hosting 
Indian Creek (0-3) as both teams 
look for win No. 1. 

“Both teams are going to be 
very hungry for a win,” Weir 
High head coach Frank Sis-
inni said. “This will be Indian 
Creek’s fourth-straight game on 
the road and it will be our first 
game at home after going on the 
road for our scrimmages, a neu-
tral site game with Oak Glen and 
going down to John Marshall. 
Both teams kind of parallel each 
other. Both teams are going to 
be trying to play their best foot-
ball to get that first W.

“It’s a higher quality turf 
than we had last year, we’ve 
been practicing on it. We’re 
ready to go. The exciting part is 
being at home and not having to 
do all the traveling.”

Last week, the Red Riders 
had a tough trip down state 
Route 2, falling 36-0 at Class 
AAA John Marshall. 

Sisinni’s offense will look 
to get back on track this week 
after not scoring in its last six 
quarters (the Riders were shut 

out in the second half of their 
opener against Oak Glen, a 
35-20 loss). 

Meanwhile, the 
Redskins will 
play their fourth-
straight away from 
Kettlewell Memo-
rial Stadium with 
the trip across 
the river. 
Last week, 
the Redskins 
dropped a tough, 
28-13 decision to 
currently unbeat-
en Brooke. 

“There are 
some similar-
ities,” Indian 
Creek head 
coach Andrew 
Connor said. 
“Both teams 
are kind of 
in the same 
boat, working 
on the things 
you’ve seen 
on film that 
haven’t 
gone your 
way. We’re working on our tech-
nique, our assignments and the 
things we have not been consis-
tent enough on this week.”

Sisinni knows two things for 
sure about Creek — his defense 
will have to stop Eli Powell, who 
is fourth in the Herald-Star/
Daily Times coverage area 
with 232 rushing yards and four 
touchdowns, and the Redskins 
will play hard for 48 minutes 
regardless of the score. 

“Their whole offense runs 

through the quarterback and 
he’s a talented athlete,” Sisinni 
said. “We have to stop plays off 
tackle and on the perimeter. 
They have a tempo offense 
they go in and out of. We have 
to neutralize that and try to get 
them in long down and distance, 
passing situations.

“They play hard to the end. 
That is coach Connor and 
his staff, that is Wintersville 
football, that is Mingo Junc-
tion football. As a kid, I played 

against Wintersville and they 
are hard-nosed kids that play 
hard whistle to whistle for four 

quarters.” 
Meanwhile, Connor 

knows his team will have 
to clean up a lot of the 
self-inflicted wounds 

and mistakes that 
have plagued the 
first three games 
of the still-young 
season. 
“We just have to 

eliminate some of the mis-
takes we’ve made and be 
more consistent,” he said. 
“We’ve played well for 
two, three, four plays and 
then we don’t do things 
well. That’s just not go-
ing to be enough to put 
together a win, so we 
have to work on being 
more consistent.”

He also knows his 
players will give it 
everything they 

have on Friday 
night. 

“It’s effort, 
that’s the one intan-

gible you can control,” he said. 
“All of the others things going 
on in football right now you 
may not be able to control. Your 
effort and how hard you play 
you can control and in all three 
games I think my kids have giv-
en a good effort and played hard 
to the end.”

In addition to Powell, the 
Indian Creek attack is led by 
Jayden Irizarry with 138 yards 

See HUNGRY Page 4B ➪

See BIG RED Page 4B ➪
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Weir’s Malachi Stromile

Indian Creek’s Jayden Irizarry
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By ANDREW  GRIMM
Football Xtra Writer 

YORKVILLE — Last 
season, Buckeye Local 
and Toronto played a 
game for the ages at 
Clarke Hinkle Stadium. 

Both coaches lead-
ing their teams into the 
rematch Friday night at 
World War II Memorial 
Stadium expect another 
down-to-the-wire fight to 
the finish. 

In the 2020 edition, the 
Panthers led 20-6 in the 
fourth quarter before the 
Red Knights scored the 
final 21 points, all within 
the final few minutes of 
the game, for a 27-20 win. 

Toronto coach Josh 
Franke knows the way 
his team won the game 
last year will only fuel the 
Panthers more. 

“(Buckeye Local) is 
probably going to be 
talking all week about 
that game last year,” he 
said. “That is going to be 
their motivation. They 
are in a situation where 
they are looking for a 
win, they’re at home and 
they’re going to want us. 
They’re going to want to 
beat us. They let it slip 
through their fingers last 
year and that is going to 
motivate them. 

“The message this 
week to the kids in prac-
tice is you better be fo-
cused, because this team 
wants you, they want to 
win this game and they 
are going to come after 
you.”

He also knows the 
Panthers, sitting at 0-2 
and having lost a game 
to quarantine, will be 
especially hungry and 
dangerous. 

“They are absolutely 
dangerous,” Franke said. 
“There is a sense of ur-
gency, a sense of desper-
ation almost where, with 
a team like us coming in 
with a 2-1 record and a 
young team, they’re going 
to see this as an opportu-
nity. 

“You back a wounded 
animal into a corner, they 
come out with their teeth 
showing ready to fight. 
That is what we’re expect-
ing from the Panthers.”

As for first-year Pan-
thers coach Jim Hoover, 
who was on the sidelines 
as the defensive coordina-
tor for last year’s match-

up, he said he prepares 
his team for every game 
to come down to the 
finish. 

“I told the kids every 
game on our schedule is 
going to be a dogfight,” he 
said. “We have to expect 
that every Friday night. 
We have to learn how to 
win, that’s the bottom 
line.”

The challenge for 
Hoover and Co. will be 
getting the offensive line 
to improve upon what 
they have done so far and 
be able to match up with 
the Red Knights size up 
front. 

“Their line is the first 

thing that catches your 
eye, they’ve got some big 
boys up there,” Hoover 
said. “They have size up 
front and some skilled 
players. 

“(Turning things 
around) will start up 
front. We’ve had some 
injuries, we lost some key 
people we were counting 
on up front but we have 
to adapt and overcome. 
We’ll be there on Friday.”

The Red Knights, on 
the other hand, sit at 2-1, 
coming off a big bounce-
back win over Lisbon, and 
will be looking to get their 
athletes into space. 

“We have a plan to try 

and take advantage of 
some of the athleticism 
that we have,” Franke 
said. “I think that’s the 
key to the game. If we can 
get our athletes in space 
to make plays, that could 
be part of the deciding 
factor.”

Some of those athletes 
are Zane Kinsey, third 
in the Herald-Star/Daily 
Times coverage area with 
290 rushing yards and 
four touchdowns, haul-
ing another score and 43 
yards receiving, Aiden 
Mick, who’s thrown for 
192 and three scores, and 
big-play threat Shane 
Keenan, who’s three 

catches have averaged 
over 25-yards per. 

The Panthers, who 
were shut out by a stout 
Shadyside squad last 
week fresh off of missing 
a week due to quarantine, 
will hope that a return to 
a full week of practice 
can help jump start the 
offense. 

“We practiced three 
times in two weeks, 
Friday I woke up to call 
that we had a couple kids, 
two starters, quarantined, 
that went to the (Jeffer-
son County Vocational 
School),” Hoover said. 
“It’s been a roller coaster, 
but the kids are focused, 
we’ve had good practices 
and we just have to be 
resilient, especially in 
these times.

“We’re still trying to 
emphasize winning with 
all the other outside dis-
tractions.”

Trey Hoover, who led 
the area in rushing in 
2020, has been limited to 
79 yards and a score in 
two games, while Skyler 
Ebright has thrown for 47 
yards and Noah Kourim 
has added 26 on 10 car-
ries. 

“Buckeye Local is a 
physical team, they are a 
hard-nosed, between the 
tackles type team,” Fran-
ke said. “Their defensive 
line and linebackers are 
some of the best we’ll see 
all year.

“They have a physical 
offensive line and (Trey) 
Hoover is a big, physical, 
downhill type back. We 
need to come ready for a 
fist fight.

“It’s a stadium I’ve per-
sonally never got to play 
or coach in, so I’m looking 
forward to it.”

Buckeye Local, Toronto battle again after last year’s classic

Andrew Grimm/Joe Lovell

READY FOR THE REMATCH — Toronto’s Shane Keenan and Buckeye Local’s Trey Hoover each played in last year’s 
meeting between the Red Knights and Panthers and look to play big roles for their respective teams Friday night in 
what both coaches expect to be another barn-burner of a matchup.

By ED LOOMAN
Football Xtra Writer

STEUBENVILLE — Cath-
olic Central and Zanesville 
Bishop Rosecrans both will 
be seeking to even their 2021 
records when they square off 
Saturday at Harding Stadium.

Central is coming off a 42-13 
loss to Edison while the Bish-
ops fell to always-powerful 
Berne Union, 48-6. Previously, 
the Crusaders fell to Mathews 
6-0 and topped Pittsburgh 
Carrick 36-6. Rosecrans, under 
second-year coach Chris Zem-
ba, fell to Sciotoville East 22-20 
in its opener before bouncing 
back with a 43-0 triumph over 
Millersport.

The kick for the second 
meeting between the schools is 
set for 7 p.m. In 2020, Central 
earned a 35-19 victory over the 
Bishops in a game played at 
Leo Buffone Field. The Cru-
saders rode a 14-point fourth 
quarter to that triumph.

“They were a young, scrap-
py team last year and they 
show just as much fight on film 
this season,” Central coach 
Anthony Agresta said about 
Rosecrans. “Their kids are all 
about a year older and you can 
see they have improved. They 
played us hard last year even 
though we won the football 
game and we expect them to 
come out and play the exact 
same way Saturday.

“They are pretty traditional 
— running a pro-style offense. 
It’s nothing we haven’t seen 
before, however you have to be 
prepared week-in and week-out 
that an opponent might give 
you a look that you have not 
seen.”

Senior Rex Hankinson has 

emerged as Rosecrans’ top 
offensive threat.

“They will use (Hankinson) 
as a running back then put him 
out as a wide receiver when 
they want to throw him the 
ball,” Agresta said. “He looks 
like a heck-of-a player and we 
will need to be prepared to stop 
him.

Sophomore Brendan Ber-
nath directs the Rosecrans 
offensive attack. In the 2020 
game against Central, he 
completed seven passes, one 
going for a touchdown. Senior 
Tommy Bernath is one of his 
primary targets, as is junior 
Garret Pugh.

“Their quarterback was 
young last year and he’s still 
young, but he plays with a lot 
of grit,” Agresta said. “He will 

take some shots down the field 
and looks very capable. They 
have a couple of nice wide 
receivers and we’ll have hands 
full defending them.”

Ethan Phillips anchors the 
Rosecrans offensive line.

Central and Edison were 
locked in a scoreless tie after 
one quarter during Week 3 be-
fore the Wildcats took charge 
with a 21-point second quarter.

“I thought the Edison game 
kind of swung on a half a dozen 
plays,” Agresta said. “Hats off 
to them, they made those plays.

“I thought our kids played 
hard. For the first three quar-
ters, we executed our game 
plan very well. That waned a 
little in the fourth for a cou-
ple of different reasons. I am 
proud of our guys — we are 

moving forward and improv-
ing.”

In Edison game, Andrew 
Dorsey, Central’s junior 
quarterback, threw for 115 
yards and two touchdowns. He 
connected with senior running 
back Tim Lamantia and soph-
omore tight end Tyler Ialenti 
for scores. Ialenti finished with 
three games for 42 yards while 
Lamantia and senior wide 
receiver Primo Toriscelli had 
two receptions each.

Dorsey led the Crusaders in 
rushing with 42 yards.

Through three games, Dors-
ey has completed 20 of his 35 
passes for 210 yards. Fresh-
man wide receiver Tommy 
Pergi leads Central in receiv-
ing with six for 81 yards and 
a touchdown. Junior tight end 

Nico Petrella and Ialenti have 
four catches each.

Central’s offense is averag-
ing 16 points per game while 
its defense is allowing 18.

“There has been progress 
every week,” Agresta said. 
“The kids are working hard 
day in and day out. We have 
to continue to make strides if 
expect to win football games.”

Agresta said his Crusaders 
emerged from the physical 
contest with Edison healthy.

“There are the normal 
bumps and bruises but we 
should be 100 percent going 
into Saturday,” he said.

The coach added Central 
hopes to have junior running 
back Todd Jackson, who 
missed the Edison game, back 
for the Rosecrans game.

Catholic Central looks to get back to .500 with a win Saturday

Michael D. McElwain

LOOKING FOR A WIN — Catholic Central will look to defeat Bishop Rosecrans for the second-straight season Saturday night at Harding 
Stadium.

By ANDREW  GRIMM
Football Xtra Writer 

BRIDGEPORT — On paper, 
the Madonna football team sits 
2-0. However, the second of 
those wins came by a forfeit 
last week by Pittsburgh Car-
rick. 

This week, Dan Rovira and 
his Blue Dons will be looking 
to get their third win on the 
field with a Saturday night trip 
to Bridgeport. 

“It’s going to be great to be 
back on the field, it’s been a 
long week,” Rovira, the Blue 
Dons coach, said. “The guys 
get tired of practicing, I get it. 
We gave them Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday off and prac-
ticed for two hours (Monday) 
to knock the rust off. We’ll be 
ready to go.

“I love playing OVAC 
games, I love playing local 
teams that we can compete 
against. I’m glad there are 
small schools around here for 
us to play. We look forward to 
those games.”

In the Blue Dons opener 
two weeks ago at Beallsville, 
Coleton Littleton ran for 114 
yards on five carries, while 
Seth Humberson added 76 
yards and two scores on sev-
en touches. 

Santino Arlia, the Dons 
senior quarterback, threw 
for five touchdowns, which is 
second to Edison’s Gage Cline 
(six touchdown passes) in the 
Herald-Star/Daily Times cov-
erage area despite every other 
team besides Oak Glen having 
played at least twice. 

Arlia finished with 152 

yards in the opener, while 
Evan Quering had 99 yards 
and was on the receiving end 
of three of the scores.

The focus, though, will be 
up front. 

“We’ve got to control the 
line, the offensive line and 
defensive line,” Rovira said. 
“They have a nice defensive 
back that flies around and 
we’ve got to control him. On 

defense, we have to control 
our gaps. We just have to be 
better than them up front, 
that’s how you win football 
games.

“Everyone thinks skill guys 
win games … you’ve got to win 
up front. Look at that Geor-
gia-Clemson game, that’s a 
perfect example.”

The Bulldogs, meanwhile, 

sit at 0-3 and are coming off 
a 28-14 loss to Trinity Chris-
tian of the Morgantown area, 
a game they led early and 
trailed by just seven in the 
fourth quarter. 

Madonna won last year’s 
match up, 32-14. 

“They’re scrappy, last 
year’s team was scrappy, too,” 
Rovira said. “They run the ball 
pretty good, they have good 
running backs and I think they 
have four starters back on the 
offensive line, so they will be 
good up front. 

“It’s going to be a nice little 
game for us. I think we’re 
well-matched.

“I’ve heard it’s a great at-
mosphere down there, a great 
crowd. I’m looking forward to 
it. I’ve never coached there 
before.”

Madonna ready to get back on the field with a trip to Bridgeport
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WEEK 4 ACTION
“the

COACH”
andrew
GRIMM

aaron
PETCHAL

ross
GALLABRESE

michael d.
McELWAIN

ed
LOOMAN

craig
HOWELL

F o o t b a l l  F o r e c a s t e r s                    Last Week Overall

Aaron 12-2 27-9
Andrew 10-4 26-10
Ross  9-5 26-10
Michael 11-3 25-11
Ed  10-4 25-11
Craig  6-8 19-17
Coach  8-6 16-20
Aaron has a one-game lead 
over Ross and Andrew who 
are locked in a battle for 
second place. Michael had an 
11-3 week to put him in a tie 
with Ed. This week’s games 
may be decisive.

THE  HERALD-STAR/DAILY  TIMES STAFF and OTHERS PICK THIS WEEK’S WINNERS

Union Local at Harrison C. Harrison Central Harrison Central Harrison Central Harrison Central Harrison Central Harrison Central Harrison Central
Obama Prep at Big Red Big Red Big Red Big Red Big Red Big Red Big Red Big Red

Indian Creek at Weir High Weir High Weir High Indian Creek Weir High Weir High Indian Creek Weir High
University at Brooke Brooke University University University University University Brooke

Toronto at Buckeye Local Toronto Toronto Toronto Toronto Toronto Toronto Toronto
Mathews at Edison Edison Edison Edison Edison Edison Edison Edison

Rosecrans at Catholic Central Catholic Central Rosecrans Catholic Central Rosecrans Rosecrans Catholic Central Rosecrans
Madonna at Bridgeport (OH) Madonna Madonna Madonna Bridgeport Madonna Madonna Madonna

St. Clairsville at Martins Ferry St. Clairsville St. Clairsville St. Clairsville St. Clairsville St. Clairsville St. Clairsville St. Clairsville
Wheeling Central at Bellaire Wheeling Central Bellaire Bellaire Bellaire Wheeling Central Wheeling Central Bellaire

Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State Ohio State
West Virginia West Virginia West Virginia West Virginia West Virginia West Virginia West Virginia

Pitt Tennessee Tennessee Pitt Pitt Tennessee Tennessee
West Liberty Alderson Broaddus West Liberty West Liberty West Liberty West Liberty West Liberty

Steelers Bills Bills Bills Bills Bills Steelers
Chiefs Chiefs Chiefs Chiefs Chiefs Chiefs Browns

Oregon at Ohio State

Long Island at West Virginia 

Pitt at Tennessee 

West Lib. at Alderson Broad.

Steelers at Bills 

Browns at Chiefs 

?

By AARON  PETCHAL
Football Xtra Writer 

WELLSBURG — The 
stage is set for the battle 
of the unbeatens.

The undefeated 
Brooke football team 
will square off against 
Class AAA foe and fellow 
unbeaten University at 
7:30 p.m. Friday night on 
Paul “Bud” Billiard Field 
inside Brooke Memorial 
Stadium. 

Both teams enter the 
Week 3 match up at 2-0.

Brooke enters the 
game coming off of a 28-
13 victory against Indian 
Creek last Thursday 
night at home.

“I would say we are 
a work in progress,” 
Brooke head coach 
Mac McLean said. “We 
are doing some things 
right, but we also are 
making mistakes and 
doing things we have to 
correct. We went on a 22-
play 11-minute drive last 
week, so I would say we 
are executing well. We 
need to be because we 
have a big test upcoming 
on Friday.”

Brooke defeated 
Ripley, 28-7, in Week 1 at 
home.

While the Bruins are 
averaging 28 points 
per game, the Hawks 
enter this week’s affair 

averaging a whopping 
58.5 points per game. 
University blanked John 
Marshall, 55-0, in a Week 
1 contest on the road be-
fore defeating Parkers-
burg, 62-33, Friday night 
at home. 

“I think (the ability 
to run and throw) is 
why they have scored so 
many points,” McClean 
said asked what Univer-
sity likes to do on of-

fense. “They spread you 
out two by two. When 
they throw the ball, they 
have receivers who can 
get open. Their running 
backs can run right at 
you. Their quarterback is 
a dual threat. They are a 
very-talented team.”

Against the Big Reds, 
Chase Edwards threw for 
197 yards and four touch-
downs. Elija Jackson 
was his favorite target 

as Jackson hauled in five 
passes for 68 yards and 
two touchdowns. Also, 
Sage Clawgs caught 
three passes for 64 yards 
and a touchdown, and 
Noah Braham caught a 
29-yard touchdown pass. 
On the ground, Colin 
McBee ran for 68 yards 
and a pair of touch-
downs, and Corban Cross 
recorded 44 yards and a 
touchdown.

Brooke sophomore 
signal caller Braelyn 
Sperringer delivered 
an impressive perfor-
mance last week in his 
team’s victory against 
Indian Creek. Sperringer 
ran for 108 yards and 
four touchdowns, while 
throwing for 88 more 
yards. 

In two games, the 
Brooke defense is allow-
ing 10 points per game, 
while University is given 
up 16.5 points per game, 
however, the Hawks did 
record a shutout against 
the Monarchs.

“Defensively, I hav-
en’t had a lot of time to 
look at them,” McLean 
said. “I know they are 
very aggressive. They 
have a lot of team speed. 
They are a good team. 
That is why their record 
is what it is.”

The Bruins know they 
are facing a stiff chal-
lenge come Friday night. 

“We are going to have 
to play a game with zero 
mistakes Friday night,” 
McLean said. “We are 
going to have to continue 
to execute. We are going 
to compete.”

The Bruins are a 
young team this season, 
and through two weeks 
the results have been 
promising for the Bruins.

“We are making prog-

ress,” McLean said. “We 
are 2-0. We are better 
than what we might have 
expected to be. We real-
ize we have only played 
two weeks. There are a 
lot more games to go. We 
are going to keep play-
ing. We are young. We 
don’t have a lot of depth. 
We are walking that 
razor’s edge.”

Brooke is a little 
banged up going into the 
game, however, that is to 
be expected at this time 
of the year. 

“We have a couple 
of injuries that I would 
say are extended from 
camp,” McLean said. 
“We have no season-end-
ing injuries.”

The Bruins were hard 
hit by injuries last sea-
son, however, the team 
has avoided serious inju-
ries up until this point in 
the season. 

“It is a nice change,” 
McLean. “I knock on 
wood every time says the 
word ‘injuries.’ It is just 
great to be back playing 
in stadiums with fans, 
and the bands and the 
cheerleaders. We know 
there is a lot of things 
going on on and off the 
field. We just hope we 
can keep it going. Like 
they say, you want to go 
1-0, and that is what we 
are going to try and do.”

Unbeaten Bruins preparing for toughest test yet

Andrew Grimm

BIG TEST COMING UP — Brooke’s Gavin Moore and his Bruins teammates will put 
their 2-0 record on the line Friday night hosting AAA power University, also 2-0.

By AARON  PETCHAL
Football Xtra Writer 

RICHMOND — The Edison 
football team is looking looking 
to achieve its first three-game 
winning streak in a decade, 
and the Wildcats are also look-
ing to be a roadblock on Bill 
Bohren's drive to 300 wins. 

Edison — winners of its 
last two games — takes on 
undefeated Mathews at 7 p.m. 
Friday night at home in a Week 
3 matchup.  

After falling to Southern 
Local (34-21) at home in Week 
1, Edison has recorded back-to-
back victories against Tuscar-
awas Central Catholic (29-25) 
and Catholic Central (49-13). 

“I think through the first 
two weeks we were hurt by 
turnovers and penalties,” 
Edison (2-1) first year head 
coach Mike Collopy said. “We 
were able to cut back on those 
(against Catholic Central). We 
have some things we have to 
clean up on special teams. De-
fensively, the kids are working 
hard. They are being aggres-
sive. They are getting to the 
right spots. Our offensive line 
played well. I think the big-
gest aspect is we have to start 
quicker offensively. It usually 
takes a quarter for us to get 
going.”

The Wildcats have produced 
two solid outings in the last 
two weeks, and it has paid off 
for them in the form of victo-
ries.

“The kids are working hard 
in practice,” Collopy said. 
“They are playing with dis-
cipline, and they are taking 
care of the football. It takes no 
talent to be disciplined and to 
take care of the ball. The kids 
are buying in to the coaching. I 
know it is easy to say, but it is 
hard to do but we just want to 
keep getting better every day. 
We have been getting better, 
and we want to continue to do 
that.”

Meanwhile, Mathews shut 
out Catholic Central, 6-0, at 
home in Week 1 before de-
feating Sebring, 46-12, Friday 
night on the road. Mathews' 
home game scheduled for 
Week 2 against Leetonia was 
canceled.

The last time the Wildcats 
won three-straight games 
was in 2011 when Edison won 
three-straight games from 
Week 3 through Week 5. Those 
were the only games the Wild-
cats won that season. 

“Defensively, we have to 
eliminate the big play,” Col-
lopy said. “We have to be able 
to tackle in space. Offensively, 
we have to be able to convert 

drives. We have to be able to 
control the clock if we have 
to. We need to hold onto the 
football. We have to eliminate 
penalties.”

The Mustangs have plenty 
of talent on the offensive side 
of the ball for the Wildcats to 
worry about. 

“Mathews has some talented 
skill players,” Collopy said. 
“Their running back is a good 
back. They have a running 
back who is hurt. Their quar-
terback throws a nice ball. 
He is elusive. When the play 
breaks down, he is able to get 
out of the pocket. They have 
two good receivers. One is tall 
and lanky. The other is quick. 
They both play out of the slot. 
They are dangerous. They 
have some good skill people.”

Quarterback Isiah Munro 
threw for 238 yards and three 
touchdowns in the Mustangs 
win against the Trojans, and he 
ran for an 8-yard touchdown. 
Cory Lilly tallied two touch-
down receptions — the first 
from 35 yards with the second 
being from 5 yards. Also, Dom 
Toto delivered a 55-yard touch-
down reception, while also 
running for an 8-yard score. 
Finally, Austin Barnes ran for 
two touchdowns — one from 
6 yards with the other being a 
30-yard score. 

“They take what the defense 
gives them,” Collopy said. 
“Against Catholic Central, they 
ran the ball more, but I think 
that had to do with the field 
conditions. Against Sebring 
McKinley, they spread it out. I 
don't think they ran any wish-
bone at all in that game.”

The Wildcats had a big day 
offensively against the Crusad-
ers as the total 439 yards and 
six touchdowns on 51 plays. 
Quarterback Gage Cline com-
pleted 14 passes for 208 yards 
and three touchdowns, and he 
ran for 71 yards and another 
touchdown. Jacob Cusick was 
his favorite receiver as Cusick 
caught seven passes for 137 
yards and two touchdowns. 
Also, Tyler Petrey produced 
three receptions for 32 yards 
and a touchdown. Finally, 
Mason Eisnaugle and Jayden 
Wright also ran for touch-
downs in the win. 

Both of Sebring's touch-
downs last week against 
Mathews came on big plays 
— a 55-yard pass in the second 
quarter and a 78-yard touch-
down run in the fourth. 

“Defensively, they run an 
odd front,” Collopy said. “They 
mix it up. They have a lot of 
speed. Defensively, they get to 
the ball. They have a nice nose 
guard which is a concern.”

The Wildcats enter this 
week's game fairly healthy. 

“We are OK at this point,” 
Collopy said. “We are the same 
as everyone else. We are just 
taking it day to day. Every-
body is dealing with bumps 
and bruises at this point in the 
season.”

Bohren, who is 87, is in his 
first season as head coach of 
the Mustangs. Bohren has 297 
career wins. Bohren began his 
head coaching career in 1968 
at Ottawa-Glandorf. 

Since then, Bohren has 
coached at Big Red, Ports-
mouth, Lakeview, Boardman, 
Butler (Pa.), Salem, Niles, 
LaBrae and now Mathews. 
Bohren spent three seasons 
as the head coach at Big Red 
compiling a record of 14-15-1 
from 1975 through 1977. The 
list of names ahead of Bohren 
on Ohio's all-time wins list in-
cludes Dick Haines, who spent 
time at Cadiz, Paul Culver Jr, 
who coached Buckeye North 
for two years — 1979 and 80 
— and current Big Red head 
coach Reno Saccoccia. 

“He coached at Steubenville 
for a few years in the 1970s,” 
Collopy said. “He is a real good 
coach. He is a legend.  His 
teams play hard. They play 
aggressive. They are funda-
mentally sound.”

Wildcats look to go 3-1 facing coaching legend with Big Red tie
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GOOD LUCK OAK GLEN BEARS! 

hancock
house ltd

1-304-564-3907
Rent 30% of adjusted gross income.

Utilities included, except phone & cable.

720 3rd Avenue, Suite 1
New Cumberland, WV

Good Luck Golden Bears!
You got this!

GOOD LUCK 
BEARS!

By ANDREW  GRIMM
Football Xtra Writer 

CADIZ — Harrison Central and Union Local 
will meet for the 23rd time on Thursday night 
at Wagner Field. 

The winner of the matchup will get the 
upper hand in the all-time series, currently 
deadlocked at 11-11. 

The Huskies will need to bounce back from 
a 27-0 loss to Bellaire last week, their first 
setback of the season to drop them to 2-1, to 
make it four in a row against UL, while the 
Jets downed Martins Ferry, 30-28, and enter 
Thursday at 2-0.

“This is a really good junior class they 
have,” Hayes said of UL. “They have been 
working toward seeing this class excell and 
they are certainly well on their way.

“We got back to work the next day (after the 
loss) and got focused on Union Local. About 24 
hours later we were off and running getting 
ready for Union Local.”

Harrison Central’s Nathan Bertolino is sec-
ond in the Herald-Star/Daily Times coverage 
area with 310 rushing yards, but has yet to find 

the end zone. Trevor Carman has got beyond 
the goal line three times with his feet (67 rush 
yards) and once with his hands (146 receiving 
yards). His 11 catches are second in the area. 

Hayden Cassidy, the Huskies first-year 
starter, is third in the area with 337 passing 
yards, completing better than 64 percent of his 
passes with three scores. 

Hayes’ group is averaging 20.7 points for 
and 15.7 against. 

Union Local, meanwhile, is led by running 
back Hayden McCrate, who has had big per-
formances in both of the Jets wins, racking up 
392 yards and four scores. 

“The first thing that stands out, I’ve seen 
them both on film and in person, is they are re-
ally good at running the football,” Hayes said. 
“They have big, strong kids up front and they 
have a really nice running back. The McCrate 
kid has good speed. When he hits the corner, 
he can take it to the house. 

“The next thing that sticks out is their 
excitement. They’re enjoying what they are 
doing on the field, which, in turn, tells me they 
are buying in to what coach (Bernie) Thomp-
son is telling them.”

Huskies look to bounce back against rival Union Local

Sandi Thompson

UP AND OVER — Hayden Cassidy and the Huskies will look to get back 
in the win column Thursday against Union Local. 

Big Red
Continued from Page 1B

year starter, as well as junior 
Jaeden Anderson.

Senior end Nasir Crownie 
and linebacker Allen-Tooks 
play key roles in Berry’s de-
fense.

Saccoccia expects Prep to 
provide a stiff challenge for 
his Big Red and he also sees 
the contest as another oppor-
tunity for his squad to keep 
improving.

“The teams we are going 
against are helping us to be-
come better and better every 
week,” he said. “We are facing 
different things every week 
and we have to prepare for 
different things our opponents 
do well.

“There are some areas 
where we have really im-
proved. In other areas, we have 

to prepare for a challenge. We 
have been challenged in the 
air so far this season. Sooner 
or later, we are going to have 
to buckle down and be really 
good against a power running 
game.”

Through three games, 
Saccoccia’s squad is averaging 
36 points per contest while 
allowing 10. Big Red’s offense 
averages 255 yards on the 
ground and 188 through the air. 
The defense, to date, has been 
pretty stingy — surrender-
ing 59 yards rushing and 131 
passing.

Big Red recovered two fum-
bles in the Park game, giving 
the defense 11 take-a-ways for 
the season. Junior linebacker 
Kyjhaun Hopkins recorded 
11 tackles against Park, two 

resulting in yardage losses. 
Senior linebacker Brandon 
Kinney was in on nine tackles. 
He had four tackles for a loss 
and a sack. Kinney also forced 
a fumble.

The Park fumbles were 
recovered by senior defensive 
back Niko Suriano and junior 
defensive end Gavin Bozica.

Senior tailback Rodney 
James Jr. carried the ball 24 
times against Park, compiling 
192 yards and scoring four 
touchdowns. In three games, 
the hard-running James had 
484 rushing yards (he’s aver-
aging 8.3 yards per trip) and 
eight touchdowns.

Junior quarterback Phaeton 
Hill has completed 33 of his 54 
passing attempts for 564 yards 
and five TDs. He connected 

with senior wide receiver 
Brenton Jones twice in the 
Park game for scores of 55 and 
27 yards.

Jones leads Big Red in 
receptions with seven for 200 
yards and four scores. Soph-
omore Isaac Hill, who missed 
the Park game with an injury, 
has six grabs for 117 yards.

“I really do feel we have 
improved,” Saccoccia said. 
“The thing is we have a lot 
of improving to do if want to 
challenge and be part of the 
playoffs.

“Thinking about the play-
offs used to be not such a good 
thing. You just focused on 
trying to improve every week 
and make the playoffs. Now 
with 16 teams qualifying in 
each region, you really have to 

prepare. Part of your prepa-
ration every week is focused 
on getting better and better so 
when the time comes you will 
be ready.

“Right now, we have a lot 
of room for improvement. The 
best thing about our players is 
they are willing to work hard 
week-in and week-out in order 
to improve.”

Following the Prep game, 
Big Red will make its only 
road trip of the regular season 
— traveling to Dover in Week 
5 for what should be a key 
matchup. Saccoccia doesn’t 
think anyone in the program 
is looking ahead to that game 
just yet.

“We have big one in Week 
4,” he stressed. “That’s as far 
as we want to go right now.”

Hungry
Continued from Page 1B

and a score on 30 totes, 
and Sam Coleman’s six 
grabs for 51 yards. 

Weir High’s attack is 
led by sophomore quar-
terback Malachi Stromile, 
who has 185 passing yards 
in two games without a 
TD or a pick and has add-
ed another 87 yards with 
his feet. 

Sisinni is hoping the 
ground game picks it up 
this week, as Stromile 
also is the team’s leading 
rusher. 

“We need to get our 
run game established,” he 
said. “Our passing game 
will feed off of that. We 
have been stressing that 
this week. 

“We have to be better 
at the fundamentals, clean 
things up, up front, offen-
sively and defensively 
and fix the communica-
tion.”

Both coaches are hap-
py to have the game back 
on the schedule for the 
first time since the 2013 
season opener. 

“We’re glad the old 
rivalry is back on the 
schedule,” Sisinni said. 
“We’re excited to play 
them. The proximity of 
the schools is ideal, you 
get the communities and 
fan bases involved. Being 
a AA school in the North-
ern Panhandle, there’s 
only so many school you 

can play without going 
on a road trip for three 
or four hours. To have a 
school right across the 
river with the same en-
rollment, we’re happy to 
have them on the sched-
ule.”

“It’s great to play them 
again, we used to play 
them for a long time,” 

Connor said. “Coach Sis-
inni does a good job with 
his kids. It’s one of those 
games you get excited 
for. The kids know each 
other, they’re on travel 
teams together and stuff 
like that. 

“I think it will make for 
a good game and a good 
rivalry.”



Put Your Football Picking Skills to the Test...

If your teams win, You could be the Winner!
Weekly Winner 

for Games Played
September 2, 3 & 4

Andy Renforth

JACKPOT $50 PER WEEK

FOOTBALL CONTEST

Drop off or mail entry form to:
 Football Contest c/o Herald Star 200 S. 

Fourth Street, Martins Ferry, Oh 43935
1. One or more games is listed in each advertisement 

Each game is assigned a number. Indicate your pick 
of the winner by writing the team name next to the 
corresponding number on the offi cial Entry Form. The 
person with the most correct winning teams is the 
winner and wins the $50. In the event of a tie, the 
winner will be chosen by a random drawing.

2. Limit one entry per person. Only original entry forms 
or photocopies will be accepted. No purchase 
necessary. Entry forms are available at our offi ce.

3. All entries must be received no later than 5 p.m. on the 
following Thursday publication date.

4. Employees of the Herald-Star and The Weirton Daily 
Times and their families are not eligible.

5. Identifi cation required upon winning.
6. Contestants must be at least 18 years of age. In the 

event of a game cancellation or erroneous listing 
of teams, the contest will be judged only on the 
remaining games which are played according to the 
list.

7. Winner will be announced in the following week’s 
edition of Sports Extra.

8. All entry forms become the offi cial property of the 
Herald-Star and The Weirton Daily Times. The decision 
of the judges is fi nal.

Offi cial Entry Form

FOOTBALL 
CONTEST

Name:                      

Address:         

                      

City/State/Zip:                     

Phone:              

1. _______________________________

2. _______________________________

3. _______________________________

4. _______________________________

5. _______________________________

6. _______________________________

7. _______________________________

8. _______________________________

9. _______________________________

10. ______________________________

Fill in the name of the 
teams you think will win.

Games will be played  Sept. 16,17,& 18

PLAY TO WIN

Super 
Sports Coverage

All Season. All Year.
From high school teams to pro leagues, 

we keep you posted on the latest sports news 
from around the region, across the country 

and all over the world.

Look for
our “Football Contest”
every � ursday! in this 

newspaper!

845 Washington St., Newell, West Virginia 26050
www.hancockcountyauto.com
304-387-3100

Sales Hours: Mon & Thurs 9-9; Tues, Wed, Fri, 9-6; Sat 9-5

ALL CUSTOMERS MUST QUALIFY FOR ALL REBATES &
INCENTIVES WITH APPROVED CREDIT FOR ALL LOANS & LEASES. 

Service Hours: Mon thru Fri 8-6 • Sat 8-2

Good Luck 
To All 

Area Teams

4. Indian Creek at St. Clairsville

9. Toronto at Lakota
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Liquid Gold 
Massaging Insoles 
It’s Like Walking  

on WATER! 
Helps with: 

Diabetes • Heel Spurs • Neuropathy  

Fibromyalgia Plantar Fasciitis

Morton’s Neuroma • Restless Leg Syndrome  

Back, Knee, & Hip Pain  

Calluses & Corns • Gout & Arthritis 

Metatarsalgia • Leg Cramps

Balance • Bunions 

Give us a call to purchase or
 set up a private showing. 

Brenda Swiger 
740-275-8901  
Katie Cutrone 
304-670-0720  

2. 
Steubenville 
Big Red at 

Dover

Keeping History Alive Since 1907

Good Food & GREAT Friends
COME SPEND THE DAY!

September 18th & 19th
Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

GPS 1703 Route 711
Stahlstown, PA 15687

For information, please call

724-593-2119

Flax “Scutching” & Trade Demonstrations
Children’s and Musical Entertainment 

Antique Equipment
Encampments 

Outdoor Worship (Sunday 9 a.m.) 

Stahlstown
Flax Scutching Festival

 Look for us on Facebook
Visit www.� axscutching.org

10. 
Windham at 
Steubenville 

Catholic 
Central

6. Edison 
at Beaver 

Local

6. Madonna at Bridgeport

Seneca Niagra Casino
Call: Carmen DeStefano (740) 264-2630

Smokin’ Red 
Hot Tours

OCTOBER 17-18-19

*MASKS ARE MANDATORY, 
MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED 
(BOTH SHOTS), SOCIAL 
DISTANCING FOLLOWED*

*Overnight trips must be 
paid one month in advance*

Pick-Up Times:
8:00 am St. Clairsville Kroger
9:00 am Riesbeck’s Wintersville
9:15 am Weirton Holiday Inn

• 3 Days/2 Nights
• $300 per person (Double Occupancy)

• $100 Free play and $40 in Food

5. East Liverpool at Harrison Central

1. Buckeye Local
at Monroe Central

$349

$649
$249

JUST A MILE SOUTH 
OF BURGETTSTOWN 

ON ROUTE 18

KauffmanMarketplace.com
724-947-9682

THIS WEEK’S
SPECIALS

SEPTEMBER 13-18

$499
lb. lb.

$649
$449

lb.

lb. lb.

Walnut Creek
HABANERO
PEPPER
CHEESE .............

Walnut Creek
LACEY
BABY SWISS
CHEESE ...............

John F. Martin
CREAM 
CHEESE 
SPREADS 8 OZ. ......

Troyer’s
TRAIL
BOLOGNA. ......

Walnut Creek
OFF-THE-
BONE
HAM ................

John F. Martin
SMOKED
TURKEY
BREAST .............

20th Anniversary

BLACKIE & SON 
EXCAVATING & PAVING

In business for OVER 50 Years!

Asphalt Services
Driveways • Roadways •  Parking Lots 

Asphalt Sealing & Striping

1-800-875-2386
740-942-8444 • 740-937-2386

WVLIC#046812

CADIZ, OHIO

Good Luck to All Area Teams!

4CHEESE ............... BOLOGNA
3. Weir High at Martins Ferry

7. Brooke at
North Marion

8. Point Pleasant at Oak Glen
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By WILL GRAVES
AP Sports Writer

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts-
burgh Penguins will have to 
start the season without cap-
tain Sidney Crosby.

The team announced 
Wednesday that the two-time 
Hart Trophy winner will be out 
at least six weeks after under-
going wrist surgery.

General manager Ron Hex-
tall said Crosby had been deal-
ing with the injury for years 
and that the team exhausted 
all minimally invasive options 
before deciding surgery was 
the best course of action.

"We all, including Sid, wish 
we had known this a month or 
two months ago," Hextall said. 
"That would be great, but we 
are where we are."

The Penguins begin train-
ing camp later this month and 
open the season on the road 
against two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champions Tampa 
Bay on Oct. 12. 

By JIM NAVEAU  
Sports writer 

COLUMBUS — Chris Olave 
saved the fancy footwork for 
sideline passes, smiled and ad-
mitted his heart belonged to 
a team other than Ohio State 
when he was younger.  

That team was Oregon, 
which is OSU’s opponent in a 
match-up of ranked teams on 
Saturday afternoon at Ohio Sta-
dium.  

Growing up in California, 
Ohio State’s senior wide receiv-
er was like a lot of West Coast 
kids who were fascinated by 
the Ducks’ success and their 
closet full of Nike-designed 
uniforms that made them the 
fashion leaders in college foot-
ball. Olave called Oregon “my 
dream school” and recalled 

how Ohio State’s 42-20 win 
over the Ducks in the 2014 Col-
lege Football Playoff National 
Championship game was not 
the outcome he had hoped for.  

“Oregon was like a power-
house with (coach) Chip Kelly. 
I remember watching Oregon 
with my family growing up. We 
were all Oregon fans, me and 
my brothers,” Olave said on 
Tuesday.  

Oregon played in national 
championship games in the 
2014 and 2010 seasons. OSU is 
ranked No. 3 and Oregon is No. 
12 going into Saturday’s game.  

Olave was an under the ra-
dar 3-star recruit when Ryan 
Day discovered him while re-
cruiting one of his high school 
teammates.  

By the time Oregon contact-
ed him, he already was solidly 

in Ohio State’s 2018 recruiting 
class.  

“I wasn’t really a big-time 
recruit until Ohio State offered 
me, probably like midseason 
of my senior year, and that’s 
when everybody else started 
coming,” Olave said. “We (he 
and Oregon) had some contact. 
They wanted me to visit, like in 
late January, but my mind was 
kind of set on Ohio State. It (Or-
egon) was my dream school but 
I don’t know. We’ll never know. 
They never came so I guess 
we’ll never know.  

“It’s like a childhood ream 
to play in a game like this, Ohio 
State against Oregon.” 

Ohio State coach Ryan Day’s 
career path was also influenced 
by Kelly, now the head coach at 
UCLA, but in a larger and more 
direct way.  

Kelly was the offensive co-
ordinator at the University 
of New Hampshire when Day 
was the Wildcats’ quarterback. 
Those years were the begin-
ning of a long and close rela-
tionship.  

“We talked yesterday, we 
talk all the time,” Day said 
on Tuesday. “He’s very, very 
close to me. In the summers his 
summer home is right across 
the street from mine. His wife 
and mine are very, very close. 

“We’ve stayed very close. 
We share thoughts and ideas in 
just about everything. He’s a 
huge mentor to me. He’s a very 
close friend.”  

When Kelly was an NFL 
head coach, he hired Day twice, 
first as the quarterbacks coach 
of the Philadelphia Eagles, and 
then for the same job with the 

San Francisco 49ers.  
But, like Olave, Day didn’t 

make a connection with Ore-
gon when he might have done 
that. He and Kelly discussed a 
job at Oregon, but Day decided 
against accepting it.  

“We talked several times 
about going there. At the time 
we’d just had R.J. (his son) and 
Nina (his wife) was pregnant 
with Grace. I thought long and 
hard about doing it, but it was 
just too far to go at the time,” 
Day said. “I didn’t want to go 
all the way across the country 
with a young family. Chip was 
great. He said, ‘That’s why I 
love you so much. You love 
your family.’ He said, ‘We’ll 
coach together someday and 
five years later, lo and behold, 
we were together on the West 
Coast in San Francisco.”

Buckeyes receiver grew up an Oregon fan

From staff reports 

COLUMBUS — High school football teams 
across Ohio will pay respect to first respond-
ers and members of the military to commem-
orate the 20th anniversary of 9/11 this week-
end.  

One of those teams is Big Red.  
With help from the Ohio Army National 

Guard, participating teams, including Steu-
benville in its matchup Friday with Pitts-
burgh University Prep, will wear camouflage 
jerseys to keep the recognition top-of-mind 
to the spectators in the stands.  

“We are honored to help communities 
pay tribute to the first responders and mili-
tary members who have served or continue 
to serve since the attacks on 9/11,” said Maj. 
Matt France, commander of the Ohio Army 
National Guard Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion.  

The Ohio High School Athletic Association 
first approved the dark, camouflage pattern 
for home teams to wear in 2019, with the pro-
gram being coined “Hometown Hero” game 
of the week.  

With 20 sets of jerseys that are rotated 
among requesting schools across the state, 
currently 17 teams are scheduled to wear 
them this weekend.  

Since 2011, the OHARNG has supported 
schools hosting military appreciation games 
through a program called Operation Buckeye 
Guard, which was initiated through a part-
nership with the Ohio High School Football 
Coaches Association.  

Through the program, schools can request 
American flag helmet decals, school-brand-
ed patriotic banners, inflatable tunnels with 
smoke machines for pregame player intro-
ductions, and other engagement by local cit-
izen-soldiers.  

“We’re proud of our long-time partner-
ship with the Ohio Army National Guard, and 
we’re excited about suiting up in camouflage 
again this year,” said Jerry Cooke, past pres-
ident of OHSFCA. 

Big Red one of 17 teams 
wearing National Guard jerseys

Contributed 

SPECIAL JERSEY — Big Red is one of 17 teams across the state that 
will wear camouflage jerseys from the Ohio Army National Guard in this 
week’s game to honor first responders on the weekend of the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11. Big Red hosts Pittsburgh University Prep Friday 
night at Harding Stadium.  

By AARON PETCHAL 
Sports correspondent 

STEUBENVILLE — Linsly played the role 
of spoiler against Catholic Central. 

The Cadets scored three unanswered goals 
to rally for a 3-1 victory against the Crusad-
ers on Catholic Central's Senior Day Wednes-
day at the Tony Recinella Soccer Field. 

"We just made mistakes," Catholic Cen-
tral (3-1) head coach Jonathan Hoover said. 
"They kept the pressure on. They did what 
they needed to do. They were fundamental-
ly sound. We just made mistakes. The second 
goal came on a good shot, but we gifted them 
the other two." 

After falling behind 1-0 in the first half, 
Linsly answered right back to even the score, 
preventing Catholic Central from building 
momentum. 

"That was very important," Linsly (3-5) 
head coach Chuck Neighoff said. "It changed 
the momentum. It did not allow the momen-
tum to shift in their favor. It was important 
that we came down and scored." 

Kailyn Wilson collected two goals for the 
Cadets, while Abby White tallied one. Payton 
Storch and Haylen Cook each contributed an 
assist. 

Mia Camps made three saves in goal for 
the victors. 

Maria Meyer recorded the lone goal for 
the Crusaders off an assist by Sophia Walsh. 

Megan Brown made six saves for the hosts. 
The Cadets scored two goals in the second 

half to break the tie and win the game. 
"We were able to switch the ball to the 

backside," Neighoff said. 
"We came through the backside, and we 

were able to catch them before they could 
shift." 

The Cadet defense kept the Crusaders at 
bay for much of the match. 

"We moved the ball well," Hoover said 
about his team's play in the first half. 

From staff reports 

YOUNGSTOWN — Cardinal 
Mooney has reinstated its foot-
ball coach after he was placed 
on administrative leave fol-
lowing a domestic dispute last 
weekend.  

Cardinal Mooney high 
school released a statement 
Wednesday that Carl Pelini, 
who took over the football pro-
gram last summer just days 
before the start of fall prac-
tices, was being reinstated as 
both the athletic director and 
head football coach effective 
immediately.  

School president Tom Maj 
also said that Mooney’s lead-
ership team will continue to 
monitor the school’s coaches 
and entire athletic program as 
they have in the past.  

“I am grateful that this pro-
cess of discernment yielded 
the clarity we need to move 
forward, together,” Maj said. 
“Our 2021-2022 school year 
is off to a phenomenal start 
and our attention needs to be 
singularly focused on our stu-
dents’ success, so that we can 
make this the best Cardinal 
Mooney year ever.”  

In a statement paired with 
the school’s announcement, 
Pelini said he was grateful to 
have the opportunity to re-
sume his role with his alma 
mater.  

“I want to express my deep 
and sincere regret that our 
Cardinal Mooney community 
and the Diocese of Youngstown 

were drawn into the private 
and personal matters of my 
family,” Pelini stated. “I wish 
to express my gratitude to ev-
eryone for remaining patient 
as I worked to clarify the au-
thorities’ misunderstanding 
that led to wrongful, and ul-
timately dismissed, charges. 
Most importantly, I am grate-
ful for the support and prayers 
that our community continues 
to offer my family as we heal.”  

Early last week, Pelini was 
placed on administrative leave 
after he was being sought by 
Boardman police for a domes-
tic violence arrest warrant af-
ter officers had responded to 
the family home.  

Pelini turned himself in to 
Boardman police at 7:30 a.m. 
on Aug. 31 and was arraigned 
in Mahoning County Court 
at Boardman. He pleaded 
not guilty to a misdemeanor 
charge of domestic violence 
and posted a $2,500 bond. 

Pelini’s case was dismissed 
Friday after Assistant Prose-
cutor Michael McBride said 
Pelini’s wife refused to testify.  

Since taking over the Cardi-
nal Mooney football program 
last season, the Cardinals have 
gone 2-9 and have yet to win a 
game this season.  

Pelini will return to Car-
dinal Mooney’s sideline this 
weekend for the team’s first 
home game at Mineral Ridge 
where they will take on Linsly 
Saturday at 7 p.m. 

Cardinal Mooney is sched-
uled to visit Big Red on Oct. 15.  

From staff reports 

WHEELING — The Big 
Red and Harrison Central golf 
teams competed against John 
Marshall in a trimatch at Spe-
idel Golf Club at Oglebay on 
Wednesday.  

John Marshall won the 
match with a score of 181, 
while the Huskies were 11 
shots back and  

Steubenville was third at 
214.  

The Monarchs Ethan Cook 
was the medalist with a score 
of 39.  

Harrison Central was led 
by Aiden Sliva with a 47, Nash 
Roberts with a 48, Kailey Ba-
nal with a 51 and  Heath Clary 
a 52.  

For Big Red, Bubby Re-
ese shot a 46, Sonny Scaffiti 
a 54, Frank Vestatek a 57 and 
Vasille Matzakis a 57.  

Buckeye second in 10-team 
tournament 

WHEELING — Buckeye Lo-
cal’s golf team placed second 
in the 10-team Mid Ohio Valley 
League tournament, an 18-hole 
event, Wednesday at Oglebay’s 
Crispin golf course. Aiden Po-
lanski led the Panthers with an 
80 for a spot on the all-tourna-
ment team. Also, for Buckeye 
Local, Gavyn Romanyak shot 
an 87, Jacob Berry an 88 and 
Josh Kerkuta an 88. 

Linsly rallies 
to hand Central 
girls first loss

Carl Pelini reinstated as 
Cardinal Mooney coach, AD

Big Red, Huskies compete at Speidel

Penguins’ Crosby out at least 6 weeks after wrist surgery

Associated Press

CROSBY — In this April 12, 2017 file photo, Pittsburgh Penguins’ 
Sidney Crosby (87) and Evgeni Malkin (71) line up for a face-off 
during the second period in Game one of a first-round NHL hockey 
playoff series against the Columbus Blue Jackets in Pittsburgh.

See LINSLY Page 7B ➪See BIG RED Page 7B ➪

See CROSBY Page 7B ➪
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THIS FALL, THE PUBLIC IS 
INVITED TO EXPERIENCE THE 

WHEELING COUNTRY CLUB

As a founding member of the West Virginia Golf Association, the club’s 
fun and challenging course features rolling hills and wooded areas 

providing a scenic backdrop.

Measuring at over 6000 meticulously maintained yards, the par 70 Golf 
Course takes maximum advantage of its amazing views. The dynamic 
layout makes this a course that’s beginner-friendly yet presents a 

challenging round for advanced players.

After your round, be sure to indulge in one of 
Wheeling Country Club’s delicious food and 

beverage experiences. 

Our menus feature traditional specialties and 
contemporary fare, all prepared with the fi nest 

and freshest ingredients.

LEARN MORE AT 
WHEELINGCOUNTRYCLUB.COM

MLB
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Tampa Bay 88 52 .629 —
Boston 80 62 .563 9
New York 78 61 .561 9¢
Toronto 76 62 .551 11
Baltimore 45 93 .326 42

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 80 58 .580 —
Cleveland 68 69 .496 11¢
Detroit 66 75 .468 15¢
Kansas City 62 77 .446 18¢
Minnesota 62 77 .446 18¢

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 81 58 .583 —
Seattle 76 64 .543 5¢
Oakland 74 64 .536 6¢
Los Angeles 69 70 .496 12
Texas 51 88 .367 30

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 73 65 .529 —
Philadelphia 71 68 .511 2¢
New York 70 70 .500 4
Miami 58 81 .417 15¢
Washington 58 81 .417 15¢

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 86 55 .610 —
Cincinnati 74 67 .525 12
St. Louis 70 68 .507 14¢
Chicago 65 76 .461 21
Pittsburgh 50 90 .357 35¢

West Division
 W L Pct GB
San Francisco 90 50 .643 —
Los Angeles 88 52 .629 2
San Diego 73 65 .529 16
Colorado 63 77 .450 27
Arizona 45 95 .321 45

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Tuesday’s Games

Minnesota 3, Cleveland 0
Pittsburgh 3, Detroit 2
Baltimore 7, Kansas City 3
Toronto 5, N.Y. Yankees 1
Tampa Bay 12, Boston 7
Houston 5, Seattle 4, 10 innings
Texas 3, Arizona 1
Chicago White Sox 6, Oakland 3
L.A. Angels 4, San Diego 0

Wednesday’s Games
Seattle 8, Houston 5
Texas 8, Arizona 5
Minnesota 3, Cleveland 0
Detroit 5, Pittsburgh 1
Boston 2, Tampa Bay 1
Baltimore 9, Kansas City 8
Toronto 6, N.Y. Yankees 3
L.A. Angels at San Diego, 8:10 p.m.
Chicago White Sox at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Chicago White Sox (Lopez 3-1) at Oakland 
(Manaea 8-9), 3:37 p.m.
Minnesota (Dobnak 1-7) at Cleveland 
(Quantrill 4-3), 6:10 p.m.
Kansas City (Hernandez 5-1) at Baltimore 
(Means 5-6), 7:05 p.m.
Toronto (Berrios 10-7) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Cortes Jr. 2-2), 7:05 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Toronto at Baltimore, 7:05 p.m.
Milwaukee at Cleveland, 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 7:10 p.m.
Boston at Chicago White Sox, 8:10 p.m.
Kansas City at Minnesota, 8:10 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Houston, 8:10 p.m.
Texas at Oakland, 9:40 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Tuesday’s Games

Pittsburgh 3, Detroit 2
Cincinnati 4, Chicago Cubs 3
Atlanta 8, Washington 5
N.Y. Mets 9, Miami 4
Milwaukee 10, Philadelphia 0
L.A. Dodgers 7, St. Louis 2
San Francisco 12, Colorado 3
Texas 3, Arizona 1
L.A. Angels 4, San Diego 0

Wednesday’s Games
San Francisco 7, Colorado 4
Texas 8, Arizona 5
Detroit 5, Pittsburgh 1
Miami 2, N.Y. Mets 1, 10 innings
St. Louis 5, L.A. Dodgers 4
Chicago Cubs 4, Cincinnati 1, 10 innings
Washington 4, Atlanta 2
Milwaukee 4, Philadelphia 3
L.A. Angels at San Diego, 8:10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (Urias 16-3) at St. Louis 
(Woodford 2-3), 1:15 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Stroman 9-12) at Miami (Lu-
zardo 5-7), 6:40 p.m.
Colorado (Senzatela 4-9) at Philadelphia 
(Suarez 6-4), 7:05 p.m.
Washington (Fedde 6-9) at Atlanta (Ynoa 
4-5), 7:20 p.m.

Friday’s Games
San Francisco at Chicago Cubs, 2:20 p.m.
Washington at Pittsburgh, 6:35 p.m.
Colorado at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.
Milwaukee at Cleveland, 7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
Miami at Atlanta, 7:20 p.m.
Cincinnati at St. Louis, 8:15 p.m.
Arizona at Seattle, 10:10 p.m.
San Diego at L.A. Dodgers, 10:10 p.m.

Thursday, September 9
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL

5:30 a.m. (Friday)
FS2 — AFL: Geelong at Melbourne, Pre-
liminary Final

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m.
ESPNU — Edward Waters at Benedict

COLLEGE SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
6 p.m.
ACCN — South Carolina at Clemson
7 p.m.
SECN — TCU at Alabama
8 p.m.
ACCN — Penn St. at Virginia
PAC-12N — BYU at Utah
10 p.m.
PAC-12N — Santa Clara at UCLA

GOLF
7 a.m.
GOLF — EPGA Tour: The BMW PGA 
Championship, First Round, Wentworth 
Club, London
11:30 p.m.
GOLF — LEPGA Tour: The VP Bank 
Swiss Ladies Open, First Round, Holzh—
usern Golf Park, Holzh—usern, Switzer-
land (Taped)

HOCKEY
8 p.m.
ESPN2 — Hockey Heroes: FDNY vs. 
NYPD, New York

MLB BASEBALL
1 p.m.
MLBN — LA Dodgers at St. Louis
7 p.m.
MLBN — Toronto at NY Yankees OR 
Washington at Atlanta

NFL FOOTBALL
8:20 p.m.
NBC — Dallas at Tampa Bay

SOCCER (MEN’S)
10 p.m.
FS2 — CPL: Calvary FC at Pacific FC

SURFING
11 a.m.
FS2 — WSL Championship Tour: The Rip 
Curl WSL Finals, San Clemente, Calif.

SWIMMING
2 p.m.
CBSSN — ISL: Match 5, Naples, Italy

TRACK AND FIELD
1 p.m.
NBCSN — IAAF: Diamond League, Zu-
rich, Switzerland

TENNIS
7 p.m.
ESPN — WTA: The U.S. Open, Semifinals, 
Flushing, N.Y.

WNBA BASKETBALL
10:30 p.m.
NBATV — Connecticut at Los Angeles

SPORTS ON TV

Big Red
Continued from Page 6B

Linsly
Continued from Page 6B

“It’s a pleasure and a priv-
ilege anytime our coaches get 
to interact with the Guard, and 
we want our players and fans to 
recognize the value of the fine 
men and women who wear the 
uniform. The OHSFCA is grate-
ful to the coaches and teams that 
participate in Operation Buck-

eye Guard, and we’re proud to 
see our numbers grow every     
year.”  

The Ohio Army National 
Guard comprises more than 
11,000 citizen-soldiers, serving 
in about 100 units across the 
state. 

Teams set to wear the jerseys 

this week: 
≤ Anthony Wayne  
≤ Bloom-Carroll  
≤ Elgin  
≤ Franklin Heights  
≤ Jackson-Milton  
≤ Nelsonville-York  
≤ Norwood  
≤ Ridgemont  

≤ Rossford  
≤ Seneca East  
≤ Steubenville  
≤ Stryker  
≤ Troy  
≤ Valley View  
≤ Waterloo  
≤ Waynesville 

"We found the right combina-
tions to get open. We put pres-
sure on their players. They were 
not able to play the ball cleanly, 
and at times we were able to do 
that in the second half." 

Meyer opened the scoring 
about 24 minutes in to give Cath-
olic Central a 1-0 lead. 

"I knew some of their players," 
Neighoff said. "They crowded 
the midfield. They didn't allow 
us to transition out of the back to 
the midfield and then up top, so 
we had to skip a step and go from 
the back to playing it up top." 

The lead did not last long as 
Linsly answered right back in 
the next minute to tie the score 
at 1. Wilson opened the scoring 
for the Cadets. 

"It was a miscommunication 
between our defense and our 
goalie," Hoover said. "It was a 
ball she should have picked up, 
but she left it on the floor and 
Linsly pounced on it." 

The game remained tied un-
til early in the second half when 
White scored from long range to 
give the Cadets a 2-1 lead with 
about 34 minutes remaining to 
be played.  

Wilson netted her second goal 
of the match about 10 minutes 
later to increase the visitors' ad-
vantage to 3-1. 

"I know Chuck, and I know his 
team pretty well," Hoover said. 
"Technically they are sound. I 
know what they like to do tacti-
cally. They were the team I ex-
pected." 

Linsly outshot Catholic Cen-
tral, 16-4. 

"We were able to stay pa-
tient," Neighoff said about his 
team's offensive performance. 
“We played simple. We tried not 
to force anything. If there was 
nothing there, we took it back 
and reset it." 

The Crusaders took 14 goal 
kicks, while the Cadets took 10. 
Linsly had a 6-2 advantage in 
corner kicks. 

"Catholic Central is well 
coached," Neighoff said. "It is al-
ways a competitive game when-
ever we play them." 

Catholic Central honored its 
eight seniors — Miryam New-
ton, Miryam Gonzalez, Bella Zin-
no, Beth Beigel, Becca Bolster, 
Lindsey Decker, Hannah Hough 
and Anna Schlich — before the 

start of the match. 
"With COVID, we don't know 

when this may get taken away, 
so we wanted to honor them ear-
ly on," Hoover said. "One of the 
girls was away for the weekend, 
and we didn't want to do any-
thing until they were all here. 
We have seven seniors who play, 
and one is a team manager. She 
can't play due to concussions, so 
we have eight seniors total. This 
is my third year, and they have 
been with me all three years. The 
junior class will be the first class 
I will be with for four years. To 
see then from my first year to 
now, it is incredible. We did not 
win a game my first year, and 
they all came back. They wanted 
to play. They play hard. They are 
focused on the team." 

The Cadets played the match 
with heavy hearts as former 
head coach Darryl Crews died 
Monday at the age of 70. Crews 
coached girls soccer, boys soc-
cer, wrestling, hockey and soft-
ball at Linsly before retiring in 
the spring of 2020.  

"It is a sad time," Neighoff 
said. "The girls dedicated this 
game to him. The juniors and 

seniors on this team played for 
him. It is real rough. It is sad. It 
is just very sad. He was a part of 
this program for a long time. He 
coached the girls and the boys. 
He was still around the team. 
He came to practice. He bought 
Freeze Pops for the girls. It is a 
tragic loss." 

Hoover coached against 
Crews in his first year at Catho-
lic Central. 

"He was a real nice guy. My 
first year here he was the coach 
at Linsly,” Hoover said. “He 
was really involved with their 
program. It was my first year 
coaching girls, and he was very 
helpful. We had to move a game, 
and he was happy to do so. I was 
surprised to hear about his pass-
ing. It seemed like it was quite 
sudden. I feel for them for their 
loss." 

Linsly is scheduled to play 
Magnolia at 1 p.m. Saturday at 
home. 

Catholic Central is slated to 
play Beaver Local at 1:30 p.m. 
Saturday at home. 

"It will be the start of four 
games in five days for us," 
Hoover said. 

Crosby
Continued from Page 6B

The door for Crosby's 
possible routine would 
likely open around Oct. 20 
at the earliest.

The 34-year-old Cros-
by missed just one game 
during the COVID-19 
shortened 2020-21 season, 
finishing with 24 goals 
and 38 assists to help 

lead the Penguins to the 
East Division title. He 
had a goal and an assist 
in six games during Pitts-
burgh's opening-round 
playoff loss to the New 
York Islanders.

Hextall said Crosby 
rested the injury after the 
season while weighing to 

see if he could withstand 
playing with it for anoth-
er year.

"At some point, you 
ramp things up along the 
way," Hextall said. "The 
conclusion we came to 
was this procedure was 
the best way to proceed."

Crosby and longtime 

teammate Evgeni Malkin 
will both miss the start 
of the season. Malkin is 
recovering from right 
knee surgery in June. 
The team has declined to 
get specific on how long 
Malkin will be out other 
than to rule him out for 
training camp. 

Hextall declined 
to give an update on 
Malkin's status, saying 
the team will have a bet-
ter idea once training 
camp starts. Hextall said 
beginning the year with-

out the two franchise cor-
nerstones is "not ideal" 
but added the team would 
not feel sorry for itself.

"We still have to find 
ways to win games," Hex-
tall said.

The Penguins were rel-
atively quiet in free agen-
cy over the summer. Hex-
tall said looking for help 
on the open market at this 
point is not an option be-
cause he does not antic-
ipate Malkin or Crosby 
to be out for an extended 
period.

PITTSBURGH (AP) 
— T.J. Watt's contract 
negotiations with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers have 
dragged on to the point of 
distraction as the season 
opener in Buffalo looms 
on Sunday.

Ben Roethlisberg-
er has some advice on 
how the organization can 
make it all go away: pay 
the All-Pro outside line-
backer "whatever the 
heck he wants."

While Watt practiced 
in pads with his team-
mates on Wednesday for 
the first time since the 
end of last season, Ro-
ethlisberger urged the 
Steelers to do whatever 
it takes to lock Watt up 
long term before an unof-
ficial deadline passes this 
weekend.

"One of the reasons I 
took less money was for 
guys like him to get paid," 
said Roethlisberger, who 
r enegotiated his contract 
in March to lessen his sal-
ary cap hit for 2021. 

"And he needs to get 
paid. He deserves every 
penny that he wants and 
asks for. T.J. Watt is that 
guy who should get what-
ever he wants."

Watt, a three-time Pro 
Bowler, is in the final sea-
son of the deal he signed 
after the Steelers select-
ed him with the 30th over-
all pick in the 2017 draft. 
He's become one of the 
most dominant edge rush-
ers in the league and his 
49 1/2 sacks through four 
seasons is the sixth-high-
est total by any play-
er during the first four 
years of his career.

Pittsburgh typically 
likes to extend franchise 
cornerstones before they 
begin the final year of 
their deals. The team, 
however, also does not 
negotiate once the season 
begins. Talks between 
Watt and the Steelers have 
been ongoing for months, 
though what looked like a 
somewhat easy sprint to 
the finish has become a 
slog instead.

Watt has been a reg-

ular at the team facility 
through it all, though he 
has opted to work out on 
his own during 11-on-11 
drills all training camp. 
That changed on Wednes-
day when he sprinted out 
with the first-team de-
fense while testing a new-
look offensive line that 
includes rookie center 
Kendrick Green.

"You feel his presence 
a little bit more," Green 
said of Watt. "He plays 
hard. That's my first time 
going against him. He 
runs to the ball. I'm excit-
ed."

Coach Mike Tomlin re-
iterated he is planning as 
if Watt will be available 
when Pittsburgh faces 
an early litmus test while 
facing the defending AFC 
East champion Bills. Tom-
lin was impressed with 
what he saw on Wednes-
day, though he made it a 
point to note Watt's been 
an active participant in 
every portion of training 
camp outside of full-con-
tact 11-on-11.

"He's a smart guy," 
Tomlin said. "He can learn 
from watching others and 
it's evident in watching 
him work."

Though there is no ev-
idence Watt would sit out 
if a deal isn't reached by 
Sunday's kickoff, Roeth-
lisberger is as eager as 
anyone outside of Watt 
to put the situation in the 
rearview mirror.

Pittsburgh's best 
chance to maximize the 
closing window on Roeth-
lisberger's career is with 
Watt on the field wreak-
ing his own unique brand 
of havoc. 

To that end, Roethlis-
berger believes the Steel-
ers should do whatever it 
takes to secure the player 
Roethlisberger considers 
possibly one of the best in 
the league at any position.

"He's (the) Defensive 
Player of the Year, he is," 
said Roethlisberger of 
Watt, who was runner-up 
for the award last season 
to Los Angeles Rams star 
Aaron Donald. 

Watt, ‘worth every penny,’ 
returns to practice for Steelers


